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PREFACE. 


[pus object of these volumes is to trace by means of the records deposited 
in the Foreign Department of the Government of India, the history of 
our Indian Empire from 1772, the year Warren Hastings became Governor of 
Bengal, to the 1st of February 1785, the day on which he resigned the office of 
Governor-General. The story of the administration of Warren Hastings—one of 
the most important periods in the history of our Empire—is told by the letters 
and narratives, the dissents and discussions of the chief actors. These have been 
printed letter by letter exactly as they were entered day by day in the Secret 
Proceedings of the Select Committee of Council. These Proceedings contain, as 
Sir James Stephen remarks, the most interesting, authentic and curious collec- 
tion of State papers in the world. The Government of the Company, as Burke 
pointed out, was a government of writing, a government of record, and they con- 
trived that every proceeding in public council should be written—no debates 
merely verbal. “The arguments, first or last, are to be in writing and recorded. 
All other bodies, the House of Lords, Commons, Privy Council, Cabinet Council 
for secret State deliberations, enter only resolves, decisions, and final resolutions 
of affairs ; the argument, the discussion, the dissent, does very rarely, if at all 
appear. But the Company has proceeded much further and done much more 
wisely, because they proceeded upon mercantile principles ; and they have pro- 
vided, either by orders or by course of office, that all shall be written—the pro- 
position, the argument, the dissent." By the study of the proposition, the argu- 
ment, the dissent, the historical student is now enabled to form an independent 
judgment of events, and still more of the actors and their motives. In the case 
of Hastings and his administration, the world has not been sufficiently careful 
to test motives and actions, and has accepted without chalienge the verdict 
of unscrupulous opponents and political partisans. The exaggerated charges 
of Burke against Hastings have left astain, not only on the character of the 
man who founded our Empire, but on the nation whose minister he was. To the 
eloquence of Burke was first due the impression that our Indian dominion was 
founded by enormous crimes. This view was strengthened by the history of 
Mill, whose “excessive dryness and severity of style,” to use the words of Sir 
James Stephen, “ produce an impression of accuracy and labour which a study 
of original authorities does not confirm.” Macaulay unfortunately accepted the 
statements of Mill without examination, and by his matchless style gave them 
wide circulation. The time however has come when the rash and indiseri- 
minate judgments passed on Hastings and his work should be carefully revised by 
history, and the present volumes contain all the authentic documents necessary 
for the purposes of history. The value of these documents is too apparent to 
require observation. The ancient muniments of the Government of India now 
scattered among different offices contain the materials for that history of our 
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Empire which, for the honour of England, ought not to remain unwritten. 
In musty records, fast falling into decay, are chronicled the deeds of valour by 
which the Empire was won, and the acts of statesmanship by which it has 
been maintained. In them are preserved the lessons of wisdom which- the 
times past afford the present. 

The despatches of Sir Eyre Coote describing his victories, and those of Aq. 
miral Hughes giving graphic descriptions of his naval engagements against 
the French, printed in these volumes will be of interest to Englishmen ag 
long as they reverence deeds of valour. The minutes of Francis and Hastings 
are not only of great interest as literary compositions but contain much 
that is valuable to the statesman and administrator. Hastings implored in 
his lifetime that his punctuation should not be altered, and I have respected 
his wishes. It is interesting and instruetive to compare the style and punc- 
tuation of the two great opponents. The account of an interview between 
the English Envoy and Hyder Ally is an important historical document on ac- 
count of the light it throws on the character of the Mysore Chief. Of less im- 
portance but not without interest is the letter written by George III to the 
Nawab of Arcot, dated Weymouth the 27th June 1770, informing him that 
he intended to bestow the Order of the Bath on Sir John Lindsay, Knight, 
and Eyre Coote, Esquire, Major-General of our forces in the East Indies, and 
asking the Nawab to “ represent Our person upon this solemn occasion and that 
you will perform these functions for Us which We always perform ourselves 
when the circumstances permit." 


In order to make the selections more intelligible to the general reader, I 
have thought itadvisable to prefix to them an introduction showing the bearing 


of these new materials upon history. For the introduction I have consulted . 


the Reports of the Parliamentary Committees on Indian Affairs published 
between 1772 and 1785; the History of the Trial of Hastings published by 
Debrett ; the Trial of Nundcoomar published by sanction of the Supreme Court; 
Debates of the House of Lords on the events delivered in the Trial of Warren 
Hastings, printed by Debrett; Impeachment against Warren Hastings by 
Ralph Broome, Esq.; Memoirs relative to the state of India by Warren 
Hastings ; Scott’s Indian Tracts ; and many other pamphlets published at the time 
of the Impeachment. I have also referred to a number of old books such as 
Hamilton’s History of the Rohillas, the Life of Hafiz Rahmat Khan, and the 
Seir Mutakherin, from which I have derived considerable assistance. 


The introduction has no official character or authority. 


It affords me much pleasure to acknowledge the valuable aid rendered me 


in the preparation of these volumes by Mr. Belletty of the Foreign Office. 
The index is entirely his work. 


CALCUTTA, 
8th March 1899. . 


G. W. FORREST. 


CC-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 
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| 
JE 1772 Warren Hastings was appointed by the Court of Directors **to Warren Hastings’ | 
preside in their Council at Bengal.” Twenty-two years previously he had «tly career. 
landed at Calcutta as a writer in the Company’s establishment and had spent 
the first seven years of his service in performing the duties of a merchant’s 
clerk : appraising silks and muslins and copying invoices. While he was thus en- 
gaged Surajah Dowlah declared war against the English and Hastings was taken i 
prisoner at Cossim Bazaar just before the tragedy of the Black Hole took place. 
After his release, which he owed to the kind offices of the Dutch, he joined f 
the fugitives from Calcutta at Fulta and fought as a volunteer under Clive in 1 
the battle of Budge-Budge. and the other engagements which led to the i 
recapture of the capital of Bengal. The courage and political ability he dis- f 
played at that critical time won him the regard of Clive and gained for him : 
the appointment of Resident at the Court of Meer Jaffir when that Prince was, Í 
after the battle of Plassey, proclaimed Nawab of Bengal. Three years after i 
he became Member of Council and strenuously supported the Governor Mr. t 
Vansittart against his corrupt Council. l 
In 1764 Hastings returned to England after fifteen years’ service, a com- i 
paratively poor man. Macaulay writes—“ It is certain that at this time he i 
continued poor; and it is equally certain that by cruelty and dishonesty he i 
might easily have become rich. It is certain that he was never charged with 1 
having borne a share in the worst abuses which then prevailed ; and it is almost | 
equally certain that, if he had borne a share in these abuses, his able and bitterest í 
enemies who afterwards persecuted him would not have failed to discover and to i 
proclaim his guilt.” It was about the time of the return of Hastings to England [ 
that the affairs of the East India Company began seriously to attract the atten- 
tion of Parliament, and in 1766 à Committee was appointed to inquire into the 
state of the Company's revenue, its relations with Indian Princes, and the 
general administration of its territory. Hastings was summoned to give 
evidence before the Committee, and the clear and strong view he expressed on 
the subject won for him both the regard and gratitude of his old masters. He 
had spent aud lost the scanty fortune which he had brought home and was 
desirous of returning to India. His application to be restored to the service 
of the Company was favourably received, and in 1768 the Court of Directors 
announced to the Madras Government the appointment of Hastings to be 
second in Council in these handsome terms—'*Mr. Warren Hastings, a gentleman 
who has served us many years upon the Bengal establishment with great 
ability and unblemished character, offering himself to be employed again in 
our service, we have, from a consideration of his just merits, and general 
knowledge of the Company's affairs, been induced to appoint him one of 
the Members of our Council at your Presidency and to station him next below à 
Mr. Du Pré." ne 
At Madras Hastings displayed such zeal and ability that he was selected Governor of | 
by the Court of Directors to take charge of the Government of Bengal EN 
which at that time was specially in need of a strong man. The double 
Government established by Olive, by which the internal administration of 
the country had been placed in the hands of natives under the control 
of a few Europeán supervisors, had proved a failure. The people grew 
poorer day by day and the native functionaries and zemindars richer. To 
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remedy the evil, the Court of Directors determined to place the internal 
administration of Bengal and the collection of the revenue directly under 
their own European servants. They henceforward determined, to use their 
own words, “to start forth as Duan.” At that time the head of the 
native administration of Bengal was Mahomed Reza Khan, the Nawab ay 
Deputy Nawab of Bengal, resident at Moorshedabad, and the head of the native 
administration of Behar was Shitab Roy, the Deputy Nawab of Behar, resi. 
dent at Patna. ‘The first task imposed upon Warren Hastings when he took his 
seat as President of the Council on the 28th of April 1772 was to inform the 
Board that in consequence of orders received from the Secret Committee “ he 


Arrest of Mahomed has sent instructions to Mr. Middleton to arrest the persons of Mahomed 


Reza Khan. 


Reza Cawn and Raja Amrit Sing, his Dewan, and to send them under a guard 


to Calcutta; that he has received advice from Mr. Middleton, that the same: 


has accordingly been put in execution." A discussion then ensued as to the 
manner in which Reza Khan should be received on his arrival at Caleutta, 
and it was resolved by the majority of the Board “ that one of the Members be 
sent to intimate to him the cause of his seizure, and to inform His Excelleney 
of the points on which the Honourable Company express their displeasure, and 
that they look to us to obtain satisfaction from him for the injuries which they 
conceive their affairs to have sustained by his mismanagement and corrupt 
administration. '*— Hastings protested against the decision of the majority on 
the ground, “ that any public show of respect to Mahomed Reza Cawn in 
his present circumstances will be inconsistent with the restraint which has 
been imposed upon him, and may counteract the end intended by it, in 
creating an opinion in the minds of the public that his power is but suspended, 
and thereby discouraging those who may have complaints to prefer against him 
by the fear of their falling hereafter under the effects of his resentment. He 
also thinks it very unbecoming the character and dignity of a member of this 
administration to be employed on a public deputation to a man who stands 
accused by the Court of Directors themselves of the most criminal conduct.’ + 
A further conflict arose between Hastings and his colleagues as to the 
arrangements which he proposed should be made consequent on the deposition 
of Mahomed Reza Khan. Hastings proposed that Munny Begum, the widow 
of the Nawab Meer Jaffer, whom Clive had placed on the throne of Bengal, 
should be made superintendent of the Nawab’s household and guardian of his 


person, and that Raja Goordas, the son of Nundcoomar, should assist her as’ 


Dewan. To the latter appointment a majority of the Committee objected on 
account of the notoriously bad character of the father, but they were not aware 
of the fact that in making the appointment Hastings was merely giving effect 
to a suggestion from the Court of Directors themselves that Nundcoomar’s 
services should be acquired and encouraged.t Jna letter to the Court, he states— 
“You directed ‘that if the assistance and information of Nundcoomar should be 
serviceable to me in my investigating the conduct of Mahomed Reza Cawn, I 
should yield him such encouragements and reward as his trouble and the extent 
of his services may deserve.’{ There is no doubt that N undeoomar is capable 
of affording me great services by his information and advice; but it is on his 
abilities, and on the activity of his ambition and hatred to Mahomed Reza 
Cawn that I depend for investigating the conduct of the latter and, by eradicat- 
ing his influence, for confirming the authority which you have assumed in the 
administration of the affairs of this country. The reward which has been 
assigned him will put it fully in his power to answer those expectations, and 
will be an encouragement to him to exert all his abilities for the accomplishment 
of them. Had I not been guarded by the caution which you have been pleased 
to enjoin me, yet my own knowledge of the character of Nundcoomar would 
_ have restrained me from yielding him any trust or anything which could prove 
detrimental to the Company's interests.”§ He further adds—* I hope I shall 
‘not appear to assume too much importance in speaking thus much of myself in 
ustification of the motives which led to his recommendation; that I had no 
onnexion with Nundcoomar or his family prior to the receipt of your letter 
E . Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 28th April 1772, Volume I, page 3. 
lee Ed Ibid page 9. 
1 Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, page 250. 
$ Ibid page 201. 
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by the Lapwing ; that on the contrary, from the year 1759 to the time when T - 
left Bengal in 1764, I was engaged in a continued opposition to the interests 
and designs of that man, because I judged him to be adverse to the welfare of 
my employers ; and in the course of this contention I received sufficient indica- 
tions of his ill-will to have made me an irreconcilable enemy if I could suffer 
my passions to supersede the duty which I owe to the Company."* Writing 
to a friend Hastings states—* The man never was a f avourite of mine, and was 
engaged in doing me many ill offices for seven years together.” But that 
Hastings could take an impartial view of the conduct of a bitter foe is apparent 
from the minute which he wrote regarding Nundcoomar. He tells his col- 
leagues that he * does not take upon him to vindicate the moral character of 
Nundcoomar "* but “ nevertheless he thinks it but justice to make a distinction 
between the violation of a trust and an offence committed against our Govern- 
ment by a man who owed it no allegiance, nor was indebted fo it for protection, 
but on the contrary was the actual servant and minister of a master whose 
interest naturally suggested that kind of policy which sought by foreign aids 
and the diminution of the powers of the Company to raise his own consequence 
and to re-establish his authority.” Hastings proceeded to point out that 
Nundcoomar had never been charged with any instance of infidelity to the 
Sovereign to whom he owed allegiance, but that the high opinion which the 
Nawab Meer Jaffer himself entertained of the fidelity of Nundcoomar evidently 
appeared in the distinguished marks which he continued to shew him of his 
favour and confidence to the latest hour of his life. “ His conduct in the succeed- 
ing administration appears not only to have been dictated by the same principles, 
but if we may be allowed te speak favourably of any measures which opposed 
the view of our Government and aimed at the support of an adverse interest, 
surely it was not only not culpable but even praiseworthy. He endeavoured (as 
appears by the extracts before us) to give consequence to his master, and to 
pave the way to his independence by obtaining a firman from the King for his 
appointment to the Subahship, and he opposed the promotion of Mahomed 
Reza Cawn because he looked upon it as a supersession of the rights and 
authority of the Nawab. He is now an absolute dependant and subject of the 
Company on whose favour he must rest all his hopes of future adyancement.’’+ 


The Court of Directors expressed their approval of the course which 
Hastings adopted in the following terms— Your choice of the Begum for 
guardian to the Nawab we entirely approve;t the use you intend making of Nund- 
coomar is. very proper, and it affords us great satisfaction to find that you could 
at once determine to suppress all personal resentment when the public welfare 
seemed to clash with your private sentiments relative to Nundcoomar.’§ 
Mahomed Reza Khan and Rajah Shitab Roy were both after a protracted trial 
acquitted of the charges brought against them, but their respective offices were 
abolished—a step which. caused considerable annoyance and disappointment to 
the ambitious Nundcoomar, who had appeared as Reza Khan’s accuser “and 
displayed both the art and the inveterate rancour which distinguished him.” 
* Nundeoomar," writes Macaulay, “had proposed to destroy the Mussulman 
administration, and to rise on its ruin. Both his malevolence and his cupidity 
had been disappointed. Hastings had made him a tool, had used him for the 
purpose of accomplishing the transfer of the Government from Moorshedabad 
to Calcutta, from native to European hands. The rival, the enemy, so long 
envied, so implacably persecuted, had been dismissed unhurt. The situation 
so long and ardently desired had been abolished. It was natural that the 
Governor should be from that time an object of the most intense hatred to the 
vindictive Brahmin. As yet, however, it was necessary to suppress such 
feelings. The time was coming when that long animosity was to end ina 
desperate and deadly struggle. 

* Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, page 262. 

+ Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 6th August 1772, Volume I, pages 23 and 24. j 
ke inone of his speeches describes Munny Begum with characteristic ferocity—' But when I call this 
n 1 pan i irl, I state something lower than Europeans have an idea of respecting that situation. She was 
DE md B dancing girl. Her dancing was not any of those noble and mnajestic movements which make part of 
poma germ "a tof the most wise, of the education of the most virtuous, which improve the manners withont 
de An RP desto of all civilised people and of which, among uncivilized people, the professors bave their due share 
ERE ; but these dances were not decent to be seen, nor fit to be related. I shall pass them by. Your 


5 the lowest degree of infamy and occupation avd situation when I tell you that Munny Begum 
Der S Ae O BPE EO (Burke's speeches on the impeachment of Warren Hastings, Volume 1, page 285.) 
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Hastings saw that tho time had come when the Company must accept 
the responsibility of the government of the kingdom which Clive had won for 
them in the groves of Plassey. He wrote to the Directors—* You must 
establish your own power, or you must hold it dependant on a superior which 
T deem to be impossible." The first step which Hastings took towards the 
establishment of the power of the Company was the removal of the Revenue 
office and the Superior Courts of Justice from Moorshedabad to Calcutta. 
“By these arrangements," he writes, “ the whole power and government of 
the province will centre in Caleutta which may now be considered as the 

. capital of Bengal.* He also looked forward to the time when it should 
become “the first city in Asia."t Having converted Calcutta into the 
capital of Bengal, the question which immediately demanded the attention of 
Hastings was the settlement of the revenue. ‘It was late in the season; the 
lands had suffered unheard-of depopulation by the famine and mortality of 1769, 

+ The collections violently kept up to their former standard had added to the 
distress of the country, and threatened a general decay of the revenue unless 
immediate remedies were applied to prevent it.” To remedy the existing state 
of affairs Hastings appointed a committee of which he was President, and they 
proceeded on a tour through the province. ‘On the 3rd J une," he writes, “I 
set out with the committee. We made the first visit to Kissennagur, the capital 
of Nuddea, and formed the settlement of that district, farming it in divisions 
for five years. We proceeded next to the city, where we arrived the last of the 
month. Here a variety of occupations detained me till the 15th of last month— 
two months and a half. This period was employed in settling the collections 
and the government of the districts dependant on Mooreshedabad, which were 
large, very numerous, and intricate; in reducing the Nawab’s stipend from 
thirty-two lacs to sixteen, a work which ought to have taken place in January 
last; in reducing his pension list and other expenses; in forming, recommend- 
ing, and executing a new arrangement of his household; and in framing a new 
system for conducting the business of the Dewannee or revenue." } 

At the end of June Hastings returned to Calcutta, but the rest of the 
committee proceeded to visit the other districts. There was much work to be 
done by him at the capital. It was impossible to place the revenue adminis- 


Civil and Criminal tration on a sound footing without a thorough reform in the administration of 
Courts established) Justice, and the first step Hastings took towards accomplishing a reform was the 


establishment of a Criminal and Civil Court in every district. ‘‘The first 
consisted entirely of Mahomedans, and the latter of the principal officers of the 
revenue, assisted by the Judges of the Criminal Courts, and by the most learned 
pundits (or professors of Hindu law), in cases which depended on the peculiar 
usages or institutions of either faith.”§ These Courts were made dependent on 
two Supreme Courts which were established in the city of Calcutta, one for 
ultimate reference in capital cases, the other for appeals. To give the people 
confidence in the new Courts and to enable the new tribunals to decide with 
certainty and despatch, Hastings caused a digest of the Hindu law to be pre- 
pared by ten of the mostlearned pundits in the province. He writes to 
Lord Mansfield: “This code they have written in their own language, the 
Sanscrit. A translation of it is begun under the inspection of one of their 
body into the Persian language, and from that into English. The two first 
chapters I have now the honour to present to Your Lordship with this, as & 
proof that the inhabitants of this land are not in the savage state in which they 
have been unfairly represented, and as a specimen of the principles which 
constitute the rights of property among them.” 


Hastings recognised the economic principle which Adam Smith put forward 
a few years later that the first interest of the sovereign of a people is that 
their wealth should increase as much as possible; and he was particularly im- 
pressed with the necessity for its application in a country like Bengal, 
where the revenue is chiefly derived from the land rent. When he became 


> 


» Goyernor, the foreign and domestic trade of the province had almost perished 


‘on account of the revival of the old trade abuses which Clive had destroy- 


* Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, page 263. 
t Ibid page 285. 
I Ibid page 260. 
$ lbid - page 401. 
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ed. A chief part of the revenues consisted of duties imposed on the transit 
of goods, but the servants of the Company exempted themselves from paying 
them. Hastings formed a new plan for collecting the customs. Te wrote— 
‘It is simple, calculated for the freedom of trade, and liable to no abuses. All 
the petty chokeys of the country are withdrawn, and the distinction of the dus- 
tuck, which (among other objections) pointed out to the rognes in office what 
boats they were to pass unmolested and what they might plunder with impu- 
nity, is abolished. The duty is fixed to 21 per cent., the prices of every article 
fixed and made public; and the duty paid the goods pass unmolested to the 
extremities of the province."* The servants of the Company had monopolized 
the trade to the ruin of the native traders and thousands of poor weavers. 
Hastings determined therefore to establish the system of ready money pur- 
chases; and “to declare the weavers free to work for whom they will and to 
support them in that freedom.” He wrote to a friend ;—** The Company and 
their collectors and chiefs of factories are the only merchants of the country ; 
they force advances of money on the weavers, and compel them to give cloths, 
in return, at an arbitrary valuation, which is often no more than the cost of 
the materials, so that the poor weaver only lives by running in debt to his 
employers, and thus becomes their slave for life. The collectors trade with 
the money which they get in the distriets, which affects the circulation as well 
as commerce of the country. By the mode proposed the investment will be 
dearer, but the trade of the country will be restored, and indeed this country 
has wonderful resources for it. "The remittances of the revenue will flow back 
in circulation, and in their customs or collections the Company will obtain an 
ample compensation for the difference which it will make in the price of their 
cloths. If they do not, they can better afford to pay dear for them than the 
Dutch or French can." 1 
To preserve peace, Hastings informed the Court, was one of the great aims 
of his administration, and like all far-seeing statesmen he realised the fact that 
an efficient army was the best method of maintaining it. Owing to the weak- 
ness which seized the Mogul Empire after the death of Aurungzebe, India had 
become the prey notonly of the Jat and the Mahratta, but of desperate adven- 
turers of every race and sect. Bengal had been repeatedly devastated by 
bands of fanatics called Senassies.§ Hastings acted against them with vigour, 
and after some hard fighting they were driven across the borders. He also 
determined to relieve the province of Cooch Behar from the grasp of the 
Booteas. The task proved a difficult one. The Booteas, strong hardy moun- 
faineers, fought with valour. They made a desperate defence of the fort of 
Cooch Behar which Captain Jones stormed and took with the loss of nearly one- 
fourth of his detachment killed and wounded. He writes—'*I have lost good 
many sepoys and many more wounded. Lieutenant Dickson is wounded in 
the breast and knees. I have received a ball through my right arm. The 
sepoys behaved extremely well. I cannot sufficiently praise the bravery and 
resolution of the officers under my command."|| After some further fighting 
the Booteas were expelled and orderly government introduced into the district 
of Cooch Behar. ; 


* Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, page 304. 

+ “A number of these weavers are generally also registered in the books of the Company's gomastahs thas not per- 
mitted to work for any others; being transferred from one to another as so many slaves subject to the tyranny and 
roguery of every succeeding gomastah. The cloth, when made, is collected in a warehouse for the purpose, called a 
ie tt: y where it is kept marked with the weaver's name, till it is convenient for the gomastah to hold a khattab, as 

es is, for assorting and fixing the price of each piece: on which busiuess is employed an officer called the Com- 
me e CRISE orassorter. The roguery practised in this department is beyond imagiuation, but all terminates in 
AAE of the poor weaver, for the prices which the Company's gomastahs, and, in confederaey with tbem, the 
ae dues fix upon the goods, are in all places at least fifteen per cent. and in some even forty per cent. less than the 
SES erkennt would sell for in the public bazaar, or market, upon a free sale. The weaver, therefore, 
Cua Ea f einem the just price of his labour, frequently attempts to sell his cloth privately to others, particularly 
Mere. tch and "French gomastahs, who are always ready to receive it. This occasions the English Company's 
Go TG 5 Re S dE his peons over the weaver to watch him, and not unfrequently to cut the piecè out of the loom when 
gomdsanished.^ (Consideration of Indian Affairs by William Bolts, London, MDCOXXIL) 
m 1 Memoirs of Warren Hastings by Gleig, Volume I, page 305. ; : : 
«The history of this people is curious. They inhabit, or rather possess, the country lying south of the hills 
> 5 Caubul to China. They go mostly naked. They have neither towns, houses, nor families, but rove 
of Tibbet Brom E to place, recruitiog their numbers with the healthiest children they can steal in the countries 
continually Mom X na Thus they are tne stoutest and most active men in India. Many are merchants. They are 
m à held D “all eastes of Gentoos in great veneration, This infatuation prevents our obtaining any iotel- 
all pilgrims, and he ti B or aid from the country against them, notwithstanding very rigid orders which have been 
ligence of their mo EE insomuch that they often appear in the heart of the province as if they dropped from 
published for these perpal P d, and euthusiastic to a degree surpassing erelit. Such are the Senassies, the gipsies of 
heaven. They are har Ut Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, page 303.) 


i , "—(Memoirs 0: x te 
seas ase NN Committee's Proceedings, 17th February 1773, Volume I, page 29. 
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After introducing reforms into every braneh of the administration and 
establishing peace and order in the province, W arren Hastings turned his atten. 
tion to foreign affairs. England was then in asituation with regard to ANS 
Native powers very different from that which she held at the close of Hastings 
splendid administration. Regarded with jealousy and suspicion by all, she 
was held in respeet by none. She had bound herself by treaty to pay tri- 
bute to the Great Mogul, and she had made over to him the provinces of Corah 
and Allahabad in order that he might gather means to support the dignity of 4 
crown whose splendour had once filled with amazement travellers from all 
quarters of the globe. But the Great Mogul had become only a tool in the 
hands of the Mahrattas, and to them he was compelled to transfer the pro- 
vinces given to him by the English. Hastings saw that the presence of these 
marauders at our gate was a grave and menacing danger. Peace and prosperity 
in our own territory were an impossibility. He acted with his usual promptness 
and courage. He determined to pay no more tribute toa sovereign who was 
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restore the provinces of Corah and Allahabad to the Vizier of Oude from 
whom they had been taken by Clive. James Mill in his History of India 


them over to the Vizier. Generosity, had it any place in such arrangements, 
pleaded with almost unexampled strength in behalf of the forlorn Emperor, the 
nominal sovereign of so vast an Empire, the representative of so illustrious a 
race, who now possessed hardly a roof to protect him. Justice too, or some- 
thing not easily distinguished from justice, spoke on the same side: considering 
that, in the first place, the Emperor had a right to the provinces, both by his 
quality of sovereign of India, and also by the peculiar concession and grant of. 
ihe English Company, if not in express terms for, most certainly in considera- 
tion of, his not absolutely necessary but highly useful grant of the Dewanee 
of the three great and opulent provinces of Bengal, Behar and Orissa; and that, 
in the second place, he could not, by any fair construction, be deemed to have 
forfeited any right by the surrender of the provinces, an act which was in the 
highest degree involuntary and therefore not his own."* The choice lay, not 
between preserving them for the Emperor and making them over to the Vizier, 
but between allowing them to remain in the hands of the Mahrattas or 
restoring them to the Vizier to whom they once belonged. The Emperor’s 
right to them was purely titular, the same right which he possessed over the 
whole kingdom of Oude, and this titular right he owed to the English. In the 
report which he laid before the Board regarding his negotiations with the 
Nawab Sujah-ul-Dowla at Benares whither he had gone in June 1773, Hastings 
writes as follows: “ Had we restored these districts to the King, who so lately 
` abandoned them, and who is confessedly unable by his own strength to maintain 
: them, we should still have been burthened with the care of their defence, or we 
should have given them only nominally to the King, but in reality to the 
Mahrattas, the evil consequences of which it is needless to enumerate.” t Mill 
is not quite accurate when he states that the surrender of the provinces to the 
Mahrattas was “an act which was in the highest degree involuntary and there- 
fore not his own." In spite of the advice of the Council in Calcutta, who 
warned him of the danger of such a movement, the Emperor threw himse 
into the arms of the Mahrattas and was by them installed on the throne of 
Delhi. But, whether the act was voluntary or involuntary, the possession 0. 
ihe provinces by the Mahrattas was incompatible with the "safety of our domi- 
nion. - Regarding the allegation that the Emperor was unable to protect them, 
writes—“ But it is certainly true, that the Emperor was not less able at 
time than he was at the time when they were first bestowed upon him; 
an he was at any point of the time during which they had been left at 
s hands."i When they were bestowed upon him the Mahrattas had not xe- 
red from their crushing defeat at Paniput; and had not equipped an army 
Et; thousand horse and a large body of infantry, with a numerous artillery to 
their footing and renew their spoliations. The Emperor was not at that 
use the words of Mill himself, “no better than an instrument in the 
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story of India, Volume III, page 395, ; 
Committee’s Proceedings, 4th October 1773, Volume J, page 50. Marehman's History of Indis, 


-incapable of affording the English frontier protection. He also determined to . 


writes :—“ The choice lay between preserving them for the Emperor and making ° 
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hands of the. Mahrattas." Mill says: “that the English strengthened their 
barrier, by giving to a crude native Government a vast frontier to defend, 
instead of combining against the Mahrattas the forces of the Kohillas, the 
Emperor and the Vizier, will hardly be affirmed by those who reflect how easily 
the balance among those persons might have been trimmed or who know the 
consequence of the arrangement that was formed. For a sum of money, Corah 
and Allahabad were tendered to the Vizier."* To combine the forces 
of the Rohillas, the Emperor, and the Vizier against the Mahrattas was an im- 
possibility. All were jealous of the growing power of the English. The Emperor 
was now an instrument in the hands of the Mahrattas. An alliance between 
them and the Rohillas had already once been concluded, and negotiations were 
on foot for an alliance between them and the Vizier. All that Hastings could 
do was to make the alliance between the Vizier and the English as stable as 
possible, and it could only be made stable by making the power of the Vizier 
entirely dependent on English bayonets. As Hastings wrote to the Board—* By 
ceding them to the Vizier we strengthen our alliance with him, we make him more 
dependant upon us as he is more exposed to the hostilities of the Mahrattas ; we 
render a junction between him and them, which has been some times apprehended, 
morally impossible, since their pretentions to Corah will be a corstant source of 
animosity between them; we free ourselves from the expense and all the 
dangers attending either a remote property or a remote connection ; we adhere 
literally to the limited system laid down by the Hon’ble Court of Directors ; 
we are no longer under the necessity of exhausting the wealth of our own pro- 
vinces in the pay and disbursements of our brigades employed at a distance 
beyond them ; but by fixing the sum to be paid by the Vizier for their services 
at their whole expense, and by removing every possible cause for their passing 
our own borders but at his requisition and for his defence, we provide effec- 
tually for the protection of our frontier, and reduce the expenses of our army 
even in employing it; and lastly we acquire a net sum of 50 lacs of rupees 
most seasonably obtained for the relief of the Company’s necessities, and the 
deficient circulation of the currency of the provinces.” The plea put forward 
by Mill that the Emperor deserved more generous treatment on account of his 
having bestowed on the English the Dewanee of Bengal, Behar and Orissa, is 


met by the following remarks of Hastings—'* Whatever policy suggested the ` 


first idea of the tribute, and whatever title he may be conceived to have had 
to the payment of it while he remained under our protection and united his 
fortune with ours, his late conduct has forfeited every claim to it, and made it 
even dangerous to allow it, even if the resources of Bengal and the exigencies 
of the Company could any longer admit of it. Our conduct towards him has 
certainly afforded matter of admiration to the whole people of Hindoostan, 
whether they construe it as the effect of a mistaken principle of duty, the just 
return of benefits received, or attribute it to some hidden cause. We have 
persevered with a fidelity unknown to them in an unshaken alliance toa pageant 
of our own creation, and lavished on him the wealth of this country, which 
is its blood, although not one of his own natural subjects has ever afforded him 


the least pledge of voluntary obedience, although our constituents have been /' 
“compelled to withhold the legal claims of our own sovereign, although we have 


loaded them with an accumulated debt of acrore and a half of rupees, almost 
the exact amount of the sums remitted for the use of a man who in return 
has ungratefully deserted and since headed armies against us. It is unjust to 
argue, in support of his pretensions on the Company, that the tribute is no 
more than a reasonable acknowledgment for the favour which they received 
from him in the grant of the Dewannee. They gave him all. They received 
nothing from him, but a presumptuous gift of what was not his to give, but 
what they had already acquired by their own power, the same power to which 
he was indebted for his crown, and even for his existence.” t 


On the 24th June 1773 Hastings left Calcutta for Benares, where it Robileane, 


rranged he should have an interview with the Vizier of Oude. Before 
his TE he had received letters from him complaining of the treachery 
and breach.of faith of the Rohilla chiefs, and expressing a desire to invade 


-and conquer their country. “The situation of the Rohilla country which the 


* Mill's History of India, Volume III, page 398. 
b secret Select Committees Proceedings, 4th October 1773, Volume I, page 51. 
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Vizier proposed to conquer is described by Hastings as follows: “Tt lies 9 a 
to the south. It is bounded on the west by the Ganges and on the north and 
east by the mountains of Tartary. It is to the province of Oudh, in respect 
both to its geographical and political relation, „exactly what Scotland was to 
England before the reign of Queen Elizabeth." * In the earliest times the 
country bore the name of Kather and was peopled by a highly civilized Aryan 
race. In 1290 it was brought into subjection to the Musulman rule, and in 
the days of the Great Moghul Emperors it was ruled by a succession of Moghul 
Governors appointed from Delhi. About 1673 two brothers, named Shah Alum 
and Hussein Khan, adventurers from Afghanistan, settled in Kather + ang 
obtained some small employments under the officers of the Moghul Government 
but neither of them adopted the country as a permanent residence. Hussein 
Khan had a slave, Daud Khan, who, when his master returned to Afghanistan, 
was permitted to proceed to India to seek his fortune. Daud Khan was a man 
endowed with considerable military skill and bravery, and he quickly got around 
him a numerous band of Afghan followers. For the good service he rendered 
the Emperor in defeating a body of Mahrattas, he was granted a small district, 
The adventurer rewarded the Emperor’s generosity by taking service with the 
Rajah of Kumaon, who was at war with the Empire. The Rajah, however, 
having grown suspicious of the fidelity of Daud, invited him to a friendly 
meeting, made him a prisoner, and killed him by cutting off his feet and 
extracting the sinews from the stump. Daud’s adopted son at once took pos- 
session of his estates and placed himself at the head of his forces. He was at 
the time only a lad of fourteen years, but strength of character and ability com. 
pensated for lack of years. By birth he belonged to the Jat caste, but the Afghan 
adventurer during one of his campaigns finding him amongst some of his pri- 


him Ali Muhammad.t Ali Muhammad on his accession turned his attention to 
the extension of his dominion, and by his skill and courage soon made him- 
self supreme throughout the Kather region which henceforward was known by 
the name of Rohileund on account of the Afghans who followed the standard 
of Ali.§ After enjoying for five years the almost undisputed sovereignty of 
Rohileund, Ali Muhammad was besieged in the fortress of Bangarh, forced to 
' surrender and carried a prisoner to Delhi. He had only been six months a pri- 
soner when some five or six thousand Pathans appeared before the palace at 
Delhi and demanded his surrender. The capital being bare of troops the 
Emperor was compelled to yield. He appointed Ali to the governorship ofa 


* Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, page 358. 

^ + Kather, shortly speaking, is the name of the North-Eastern portion of the modern Robileund lying beyond the 
amganga. 

$ This account of Ali's origin is no doubt extremely distasteful to the Pathans themselves. That their hero should 
baye been born of a by no means exalted Hindu caste, that he should have been a captive taken in petty war, and 
adopted son of a slave, grates on their feelings. They prefer to consider him the son of Shah Alam. But that he was 
what we have here described him is shown by the best contemporary authority as well as by a common saying of the 
Hindus themselves :— 
“ Aise se aiso dekho Parbhu ke thát, 
Aonla ká réja bhayo Bakauli ka Jat. 


to Sui, in the district of Bhukkur, and in breadth, from Jlusun 
untain in the Afghan language, but no such term occurs in ich 
„nor in a Pushtu vocabulary, compiled by* Mohubbet Khan, of DIC 
dia Company; Koh is there explained to be the name of an extensiv 

m Turan, 
tho east; being in fact the country of the Afghans. lt may be do 
uM ESSA Tok seems to offer traces of the older Salen of a district of more 

Jeera Mand Roh-kaj is noticed by Ibn Haki), not far from Ghizni,—W. 


ubted 1 
limited 


soners took a fancy to him, adopted him, made him a Musulman and named ` 


bounced on the north by Kashkar, on the south by Baluchistan, 
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district north of Delhi, but kept two of his sons as hostages. Shortly after this 
Ahmed Khan, the chief of the Abdalies, who, after the death of Nadir Shah, 
had united the Afghan States into one monarchy, invaded India. Ali took 

| advantage of the embarrassment of the Empire to march into Rohileund and 

1 re-establish his sway over his own dominion; and when in the same year a 
new Emperor mounted the Imperial throne he procured an Imperial firman 
conferring on him almost the whole of Rohileund. He was busy establishing 
his authority on a firm basis when he was struck with a mortal illness, [lis i 
elder sons were captives in Afghanistan, his younger sons were too young to take 
an active part in the administration. Summoning his chiefs around him Ali 
named his third son his successor as long as his elder brothers did not return, Hafiz Rahmat 

| and appointed Rahmat Khan, the son of Shah Alum, to be protector or regent, ^" 
Ife was to be assisted in the task of government by three principal chiefs. All 

swore on the Koran to be faithful to the interests of Ali’s children and all 

betrayed their trust. The territory was divided among the children and chiefs, 

and Rahmat took the most important portion and became head of the Rohilla 

confederacy. 


When war broke out between the English and the Vizier of Oude, | 
Sujah-ul-dowla sought the aid of the Robillas, and the son of Rahmat Khan was : 
| despatched with six thousand men to assist him. He was present at the battle 
H of Patna when the Vizier’s army was compelled to retire to Buxar. After the 
| decisive victory of Buxar, Shuja-ul-dowla again sought the aid of Rahmat Khan 
to check the advance of the English. He joined the Vizier with three thousand 
men, and the two allies were in May 1765 defeated by General Carnae at Kura. 

Six years after this the Mahrattas invaded Rohileund and plundered and 

destroyed all before them. The Rohilla Chiefs retired into the dense forests 

of the Terai where they remained inactive in their intrenchments for four Mafirattu invada 
months. The Vizier fearing that the Mahrattas might invade his territory F^^icuxt 

1 advanced with some English battalions under the command of General Sir 


/ Robert Barker, the Commander-in-Chief of the Bengal army, to the borders 
| of Oude. Negotiations were opened with the Rohilla chiefs regarding the 

measures to be taken for the expulsion of the Mahrattas from Rohil- 
| cund. Hafiz Ramat visited the camp of Sujah-ul-Dowlah, and a treaty between 


the Vizier and himself on the part of the Rohilla sardars was agreed upon. To 

give greater validity and effect to the treaty in the minds of the contracting 

parties, it was executed and sworn to in the presence of the English Command- ] 

er-in-Chief and countersigned by him (June 1773). It would be difficult i 

| to construct a document more simple and explicit. The Vizier undertook qai rie ] 

“either by peace or war” to drive the Mahrattas out of Rohileund, and to do so pon Sardare,, 

again if they again invaded the land after the ‘‘rainy season." In return the 

Rohilla sardars promised to pay the Vizier within a little over three years 

forty lakhs of rupees. The Mahrattas shortly after withdrew and the Rohillas 

emerged from their mountain fastness. * 

The treaty was signed in June, and in November, when the floods of the 

rainy season had subsided, the Mahrattas again advanced towards the Ganges ] 

with the intention of invading Rohileund. It was known that Rohileund 

was only regarded by them as the most accessible highway to Oudh, and an 

| English brigade at the request of the Vizier occupied his kingdom. When I 

| news arrived that the Mahrattas were approaching Ramghat where the Ganges 3 
| 
É 


could easily be crossed, the Oudh and English troops marched to the borders 
of Rohilcund to check their advance and surprised the Mahrattas just as they 
were on the point of crossing the river, at a ford five miles front Ramghat. 
Marching up the river they found a large body of the enemy encamped 
| on the other bank who opened fire upon them with their heavy guns. The fire 
i : of the Mahrattas was quickly silenced, and with some haste they removed their 
camp to safer ground. The English crossed in pursuit but the chase was fruit- 
less. On their return they found that Rahmat Khan had joined the V izier. 
| He had, in order to avoid paying the subsidy, been making overtures to the 
1 Mahrattas, but finding that, owing to the rapid and victorious movements of the 
| English, treachery and procrastination were no longer possible, he joineđ 
Sujah-ul-Dowla. On the English fell the task of checking the further advanee 
i 


* History of the Rohilla Afghaus, by Hamilton. 
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of the Mahrattas and driving them from Rohileund.* Shortly after they haq | | 
been compelled by the united armies to retire beyond the borders of Rohileund | 
news reached them of disturbances at Poona, and the main body marched to 


the capital of the Deccan. 
The Vizier now demanded from the Rohillas payment of the sum | 
due under the treaty, but they shuffled and hesitated till at length Sujah- i 
ul.Dowla determined to take possession of their country as a recompense for - ! 
their breach of faith. At the interview which took place at Benares, the il 
Vizier had broached this matter to Hastings, who makes the following men. i} 
tion of it in his report to the Board: * The Vizier,” he writes, “was at first j 
very desirous of the assistance of an English force to put him in posses. 
sion of the Rohilla country lying north of his dominions and east of the ii 
Ganges. This has long been a favorite object of his wishes, and you will 
recollect that the first occasion of my late visit was furnished by a proposal of ] 
this kind. He had certainly just grounds of resentment against the chiefs of | 
this nation, who had not only failed in their engagements to pay him forty lakhs f 
| 
D 


oe of rupees for his protection against the Mahrattas, but had actually supplied 

Eee them with money when they appeared in arms against him. He offered to 

Ev make the Company a consideration for this service of forty lakhs of rupees i 
besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of our troops, but he afterwards i 
laid aside this design, fearing that it would disable him from fulfilling his | 
engagements for Corah and Allahabad. I enclose for your observation No. 10, the 
em original agreement.of the Rohilla chiefs witnessed by General Barker; No. 11, 
E a translation of the same; No. 12, a translation of a letter which I received from 
Hafiz Rahmat Cawn, in whose name the agreement was ratified ; and No. 18, 
a translation of a narrative delivered to me by the Vizierin reply toit. The 
measures to be pursued for his security on that quarter must therefore be 
determined by future occurrences. I was pleased that he urged the scheme of 
this expedition no further, as it would have led our troops toa distance from 
our own borders which I would wish ever to avoid, although there are powerful 
arguments to recommend it.’’+ 


Hafiz Rahmat Khan in his letter makes statements totally at variance jl 
with the treaty which he signed, and puts forward a palpable falsehood when | 
he states that the English General and the Vizier sent envoys to him“ desiring 
that I would enter into no terms with the Mahrattas, and they would give me 
x back my engagement for forty lakhs of rupees and do everything both for my | 
i present and future security.” } He had the temerity to conclude as follows: * But 

1 
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at length they left everything unfinished, and, after temporizing for a long time 
with the Mahrattas, returned to their own homes, leaving me stilla prey to the | 
: Mahrattas. You areno doubt acquainted with all these proceedings. Itisa | 
point which requires justice and consideration.”§ The Nawab with much greater - | 


speed sent to check the further passage of the Marhattas. A body of about 4,000 Marhatta horse were surprised in 
the act of crossing by a ferry some five miles below Ramghat; but on the appearance of the hostile force they re- 
treated scatheless to the southern bank, and the English pursued their march up the river to Asadpur, thereby separat- 


ing the division of Besaji from that of Holkar, which, as already mentioned, had started for the Moradabad. district. { 
farhatta Artil- j 
| 


* Intelligence of these movements quickened the action of the allies, and an English detachment was with all j 
| 
1 
| 


On arriving at the bank of the Ganges near Asadpur the British were assailed by a cannonade from the M 

lery across the river. But our guns replied with such effect that those of the EY were silenced, and the Marhattas 

with some precipitation removed their camp to safer ground. On the following day Rahmat, finding further procras- 

tination impossible, joined Shuja-ud-daula. It was now arranged that the English should account for the Mahrattas 
1 mar pes i, while the combined armies of Shuja-ud-daula and the Rohillas should pursue the force of Holkar. Sir 
na i x arker's brigade crossed the Ganges at Ramghat, but Besnji avoided an action, and decamped with such spee j 
that the English were able to re-cross over into the Budaun district on the following day. 
Shuja-ud-daulo 


fiz Rahmat had remnined inactive. It was therefore left for General Barker to expel Holkar from Rosie 
' Rohil- 
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justice accuses Rahmat Khan of breach of faith and treachery. Ile writes: “T 1 
also called to me Hafiz Rahmat Cawn and the others who had taken protec- 

tion under the hills, and replaced them on their former footing in the posses- : 

sion of their country. My friend General Barker is well acquainted with these 1 

circumstances, in whose presence they entered into an engagement for the pay- 1 
ment of forty lakhs of rupees, and pledged their faith and religion for its perform- 

ance. In the sequel they did not remain steady to this agreement, but in the 1 


height of the rains, antecedent to every other person, Zabitta Cawn first went 
and connected himself with the Mahrattas, and Hafiz Rahmat Cawn sent the 
holy Coran, which contains the religion of the Mussalmen, to the Mahrattas as 
a token of his friendship. THe also gave them fivelakhsof rupees and estab- 
lished a friendship and good understanding with them. The whole world j 
are well acquainted that envoys from Hafiz Rahmat were with the Mahrattas, i 
and treated with them in the above manner. Myself continuing firm and | 
steady to my engagements, I proceeded in concert with the English troops from i 
Fyzabad to the assistance of the Rohillas and arrived by successive marches to 
Ramgaut. I previously acquainted Hafiz Rahmat Cawn that he should make 
preparation, and that I should shortly arrive and act in conjunction with him. 
As Hafiz Rahmat Cawn had entered into intrigues with the Mahrattas not- 
withstanding I was near him, and the Mahrattas at a considerable distance, 
he nevertheless under various pretensions and evasions drew near the Mahratta 
army to such a degree that the morning when I arrived with the English forces i 


and came upon the Mahrattas, Hafiz Rahmat Cawn was within seven or eight coss 4 
of them, when from necessity only he came and waited on me. I am certain that 
if I had been four gurries later with the English forces, he would have joined the 1 


Mahrattas and fallen upon me; and that only from my near approach he was 
compelled to come to me. Afterwards when the Mahrattas could not face the 
English forces and myself, and set out for the Deccan, Hafiz Rahmat Cawn did 
not pay me a single daam on account of the agreement executed in presence of 
the General as aforementioned: nor did he treat me with that respect or pre- 
sent me with the customary presents, which are used amongst mankind as 3 
marks of friendship and hospitality."* l 

Mill asserts that Hastings inserted the paragraph regarding the Rohillas 

in his report because * with a view to the future, it was politic to explain 
that the Vizier showed at first a desire to obtain English assistance for the 
seizure of the Rohilla country; it was politic also to state the pretexts by 
which the expediency of that assistance might best appear to be established." 
With regard to Hastings' remark that he was pleased that the Vizier urged 
the scheme of the expedition no further as it would have led our troops to 
a distance, Mill writes: “ Yet we have it from his pen that he * encouraged * 
the Vizier to the enterprise as what promised to be of the greatest advantage 
to the Company." Mill also states that “It was agreed between Hastings 
and the President that whenever the time convenient for the extirpation of 
the Rohillas should arrive, the assistance of the English should not be wanting, 
and that the agreement respecting the Rohillas which it had been settled 
between the President and Vizier might be conveniently kept out of the 
ostensible treaty was wholly suppressed." 

The charge brought by Mill that Hastings had withheld from his colleagues Clonee brought 
information regarding his negotiations with the Vizier, and that the agreement estos M 
made by him with the Nawab respecting the Rohillas was kept out of the treaty, respecting his 
was answered by Hastings when it was first brought against him by Francis—* I prices with 
found him, [the Vizier]," he wrote to the Directors, “still equally bent on the 
design of reducing the Rohillas, which I encouraged, as I had before done, 
by dwelling on the advantages which he would derive from. its success, but 
objecting with great force the orders of the Company restricting us from such 
remote schemes of conquest, to which therefore I could not assent without 
such conditions obtained in return for it as might obviate their displeasure 
and win their sanction to so hazardous and unauthorized a measure. 1 fear 
not to quote these expressions addressing myself to fair and unbiassed judges 
who will not infer my real sentiments from the style and argument of a poli- h 
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of the Mahrattas and driving them from Rohilcund.* Shortly after they had 
been compelled by the united armies to retire beyond the borders of Rohileung 
news reached them of disturbances at Poona, and the main body marched to 
the capital of the Deccan. 
The Vizier now demanded from the Robillas payment of the sum 
due under the treaty, but they shuffled and hesitated till at length Sujah- 
ul-Dowla determined to take possession of their country as a recompense for 
their breach of faith. At the interview which took place at Benares, the 
Vizier had broached this matter to Hastings, who makes the following men- 
tion of it in his report to the Board: “The Vizier,” he writes, **was at first 
yery desirous of the assistance of an English force to put him in posses. 
sion of the Rohilla country lying north of his dominions and east of the 
Ganges. This has long been a favorite object of his wishes, and you will 
recollect that the first occasion of my late visit was furnished by a proposal of 
this kind. He had certainly just grounds of resentment against the chiefs of ‘ 
| this nation, who had not only failed in their engagements to pay him forty lakhs l 
hj of rupees for his protection against the Mahrattas, but had actually supplied 
: them with money when they appeared in arms against him. He offered to | 
make the Company a consideration for this service of forty lakhs of rupees 
besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of our troops, but he afterwards 
laid aside this design, fearing that it would disable him from fulfilling his 
engagements for Corah and Allahabad. I enclose for your observation No. 10, the 
original agreement.of the Rohilla chiefs witnessed by General Barker ; No. 11, 
a translation of the same; No. 12, a translation of a letter which I received from 
Hafiz Rahmat Cawn, in whose name the agreement was ratified ; and No. 13, 
a translation of a narrative delivered to me by the Vizier in reply to it. The 
measures to be pursued for his security on that quarter must therefore be 
determined by future occurrences. I was pleased that he urged the scheme of 
this expedition no further, as it would have led our troops toa distance from 
our own borders which I would wish ever to avoid, although there are powerful 
arguments to recommend it.’’} 


Hafiz Rahmat Khan in his letter makes statements totally at variance 
with the treaty which he signed, and puts forward a palpable falsehood when 
he states that the English General and the Vizier sent en voys to him “ desiring 
that I would enter into no terms with the Mahrattas, and they would give me 
back my engagement for forty lakhs of rupees and. do everything both for my 
present and future security.” į He had the temerity to conclude as follows: ** But 
at length they left everything unfinished, and, after temporizing for a long time 
with the Mahrattas, returned to their own homes, leaving me stilla prey to the 
Mahrattas. You areno'doubt acquainted with all these proceedings. It isa 
point which requires justice and consideration."$ The Nawab with much greater 


* Intelligence of these movements quickened tho action of the allies, and an English detachmont was with all | 
speed sent to check the further passage of the Marhnttas. A body of about 4,000 Marhatta horse were surprised in | 


On arriving at the bank of the Ganges near Asudpur the British were assailed by a cannonade from the Marhatta Artil- 

lery across the river. But our guns replied with such effect that those of the enemy were silenced, and the Marhattas 

with Some precipitation removed their camp to safer ground. On the following day Rahmat, finding further procras- 

tination impossible, joined Shuja-ud-daula. It was now arranged that the English should account for the Mahrattas 

under Besaji, while the combined armies of Shuja-ud-daula and the Rohillas should pursue the force of Holkar. Sir 

Robert Barker's brigade crossed the Ganges at Ramghat, but Besnji avoided an action, and decamped with such speed | | 

ng that the Englisir were able to re-cross over into the Budaun district on the following day. l | 
5 Here they found that, owing to mutual sus icion, and perhaps to some quarrel about the subsidy, Shuja-ud-daula i 

2 and Hafiz Rahmat had remained inactive, It Ti EET left for Genata Barker to expel Holkar from Rohilkhand; i 

3 3 and marching towards Sambhal he performed that operation without the least opposition (1773). (Gazetteer of Rohil- j 

. cund—Budaun, p. 113). Hamilton's Rohellas, pp. 194-195. f 

: T Secret Select Committees Proceedings, 4th October 1773, Volume I, page 51. 1 

i : Mill's remarks concerning Rahmat Khan’s breach of faith are a characteristic example of his special pleading ^ 

and inaccuracy: “Theunhappy Rohillas, it seems, procrastinated and evaded, with respect to the demand which was 

now violently made upon them for payment of the formerly stipulated price of defence—a payment which had not been 


ty it was agreed that the Payment should be made if the Mahra i *t oithe o Or WAT, 
: ttas were driven out “either by peac 
and that they were driven out by the Vizier through the assistance of the English. 
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justice accuses Rahmat Khan of breach of faith and treachery. He writes: “T 
also called to me Hafiz Rahmat Cawn and the others who had taken protec- 
tion under the hills, and replaced them on their former footing in the posses- 
sion of their country. My friend General Barker is well acquainted with these 
circumstances, in whose presence they entered into an engagement for the pay- 
ment of forty lakhs of rupees, and pledged their faith and religion for its perform- i 
ance. In the sequel they did not remain steady to this agreement, but in the 
height of the rains, antecedent to every other person, Zabitta Cawn first went 
and connected himself with the Mahrattas, and Hafiz Rahmat Cawn sent the 
holy Coran, which contains the religion of the Mussalmen, to the Mahrattas as 
a token of his friendship. He also gave them five lakhs of rupees and estab- 
lished a friendship and good understanding with them. The whole world 
are well acquainted that envoys from Hafiz Rahmat were with the Mahrattas, 
and treated with them in the above manner. Myself continuing firm and 
steady to my engagements, I proceeded in concert with the English troops from 
Fyzabad to the assistance of the Rohillas and arrived by successive marches to 
Ramgaut. I previously acquainted Hafiz Rahmat Cawn that he should make 
preparation, and that I should shortly arrive and act in conjunction with him. 
As Hafiz Rahmat Cawn had entered into intrigues with the Mahrattas not- 
withstanding I was near him, and the Mahrattas at a considerable distance, 
he nevertheless under various pretensions and evasions drew near the Mahratta 
army to such a degree that the morning when I arrived with the English forces 
and came upon the Mahrattas, Hafiz Rahmat Cawn was within seven or eight coss 
of them, when from necessity only he came and waited on me. I am certain that 
if I had been four gurries later with the English forces, he would have joined the 
Mahrattas and fallen. upon me; and that only from my near approach he was 
compelled to come to me. Afterwards when the Mahrattas could not face the 
English forces and myself, and set out for the Deccan, Hafiz Rahmat Cawn did 
not pay me a single daam on account of the agreement executed in presence of 
the General as aforementioned: nor did he treat me with that respect or pre- 
sent me with the customary presents, which are used amongst mankind as 
marks of friendship and hospitality."* 

Mil asserts that Hastings inserted the paragraph regarding the Rohillas 
in his report because “ with a view to the future, it was politic to explain 
that the Vizier showed at first a desire to obtain English assistance for the 
seizure of the Rohilla country; it was politic also to state the pretexts by 
which the expediency of that assistance might best appear to be established.” 
With regard to Hastings’ remark that he was pleased that the Vizier urged 
the scheme of the expedition no further as it would have led our troops to 
a distance, Mill writes: ** Yet we have it from his pen that he * encouraged 
the Vizier to the enterprise as what promised to be of the greatest advantage 
to the Company.” Mill also states that “It was agreed between Hastings 
and the President that whenever the time convenient for the extirpation of 
the Rohillas should arrive, the assistance of the English should not be wanting, 
and that the agreement respecting the Rohillas which it had been settled 
between the President and Vizier might be conveniently kept out of the 
ostensible treaty was wholly suppressed.” 


The charge brought by Mill that Hastings had withheld from his colleagues erede brow 3 
Miapunsto 


| 
| 


made by him with the Nawab respecting the Rohillas was kept out of the treaty, respecting his x 
was answered by Hastings when it was first brought against him by Francis—* I Rr si 
found him, [the Vizier],^ he wrote to the Directors, “still equally bent on the 3 

design of reducing the Rohillas, whieh I encouraged, as I had before done, 
by dwelling on the advantages which he would derive from. its suecess, but 
objecting with great force the orders of the Company restricting us from such 
hemes of conquest, to which therefore I could not assent without 
such conditions obtained in return for it as might obviate their displeasure 
and win their sanction to so hazardous. and unauthorized à measure. ] fear 
not to quote these expressions addressing myself to fair and unbiassed judges 
who will not infer my real sentiments from the style and argument of a poli- 
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tical negotiation.” * In commenting on a letter written by General Clavering, 
Mr, Monson, and Mr. Francis, Hastings wrote as follows :—- 


“I have already observed that I informed Messrs. Lawrell, Vansittart, and Lambert, 
who were deputed with me by the Board, of every cireumstance that passed during the whole 
course of the negotiation, but it was unnecessary that these circumstances should be recorded, 
when they had become entirely foreign to the terms of the treaty. _ The Rohilla expedition 
was laid aside, or more properly, it had not been adopted, for the Vizier’s proposal on this 
subject had never been ratified. It is true an option remained with the Vizier to renew this 
subject, but an option also remained with the Administration either to reject or assent to it. 
lt so happened that he did renew the subject ; but at the time of concluding: the Benares 
Treaty, it appeared probable to me that he would not renew it; and where was the occasion 
for loading our records with the particulars of transactions which had been voluntarily laid 
aside by the Vizier who was the interested party in them, especially as they had been un- 
reservedly communicated by myself and the members who had been with me to the other 
members of the administration in private intercourse. If he had renewed the proposal, it was 
then time enough to enter upon a public discussion of this matter, when it became a measure 
of administration and was decided upon by them. This is precisely the case with the measure 
in question, Advantages were drawn from the Vizier’s eagerness to pursue it which were 
happily retained by the Company, when the object of them had been struck out of the treaty. 
If he never had renewed it, these advantages would have remained with the Company ; when 
he did renew it. I thought it but common justice to point out to the Board the concessions 
which this consideration had induced him to grant. There were no positive engagements 
entered into relative to this matter. It remained with the Board to determine what influence 
these circumstances should have in their decisions, and the question ‘whether the Vizier 
should or should not be assisted in attacking the Rohillas? remained open and entire for the 
decision of the ‘Board. If these circumstances had some weight in the judgment of the 
Board, it does not follow that they were positive engagements, The word secret is next used, 
surely not for candid purposes, and is applied to my having withheld from the Court of 
Directors’ information respecting the Rohilla expedition, when I had no information to com- 
municate to them, but that the expedition was laid aside.” 


“Tn the strictures which the gentlemen of the majority make upon past transactions, 
having a complete view of everything that has happened, they reason upon events respecting 
my conduet before they had taken place, and seem to condemn me for not having seen into 
futurity. When the Vizier, after being so eager to adopt the Rohilla expedition, all at once 
gave it up, although he had conceded part of the terms upon which it was to have been under- 
taken, it did not appear to me probable that he would have renewed the proposal or that future 
circumstances not lying within the reach of human foresight would happen to recommend it ; 
but the gentlemen of the majority, knowing that the Rohilla expedition was afterwards adopt- 
ed, accuse me for not having entered into a full discussion and explanation of that subject, at 
a time when I had little reason to expect it would ever take place. T certainly thought 
it possible, and this is the plain meaning of the words used in my report upon the subject, viz., 
‘that the measures to be pursued for his security in that quarter must be determined by future 
occurrences.” That is, if the Rohilla would pay the forty lakhs due from them and join in a 
scheme of defensive alliance with the Vizier, the measure to be pursued for his security in that 
quarter would be to afford the Rohillas protection. If, on the contrary, they gave encourage- 
ment to the enemy or refused to pay the forty lakhs, the measures to be pursued for his secu- 
rity in that quarter would be to drive out the Rohillas and reduce the country occupied by 
them within the line of his dominion.” +} ; 


and is now possesse tly des- 
patch my army thi re, have 
occasion for the as y on my operations in 
at is your pleasure,—whether you will let me 
ll for them, or you will not?" t A month 
itten you several letters, which you 
hat Hafiz Rahmat Cawn and other 
on of Ettawah and the rest of the 
I therefore write to inform you -that if 
intention, I will not put up with it, but shall undoubtedly under- 
against them ; for, in the first place, they have not made good 
le forty lakhs of rupees, according to their agreement, and in 
oing to take possession of another country. This I will 
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‘ never submit to, and am therefore determined to punish them. During our 
interview at Benares we had some conversation on this subject, and it was then 
agreed on that I should pay to the Company the sum of forty Jaks of rupees 
after the expulsion of the Rohillas, and 2,10,000 rupees monthly on account 
of the English brigade during my operations in the Rohilla country; and that 
I should with the assistance of the English forees endeavour to punish and 
exterminate the Rohillas out of their country. If, therefore, these terms are 
agreeable to you, I desire to know whether you will assist me with the English 
forces, or you will not."* 

The Select Committee came to the conclusion “that should the Vizier The Select 
persist in his intentions with respect to the Rohilla country, and determine to coum 
prosecute the enterprise with steadiness to a conclusion, this Government, con- visi. 
sidering the strict alliance and engagements which subsist between the Com- 
pany and Shujah Dowla, and particularly what passed between the Vizier and 
the President at the conference at Benares, cannot on this occasion refuse him 
support and assistance ; that the terms proposed by the Vizier appear highly 
advantageous to the Company, not only on account of the sum which is ulti- 
mately stipulated as a consideration for this service, but by immediately relieving 
them from the heavy expense of a large part of their army. Provided, there- 

E fore, full assurance and security can be obtained of the Vizier's intention and 

| ability to make good the many payments which will in this event be due to the 

Company. Resolved that the 2nd Brigade now quartered at Dinapore be 
ordered to march on the Vizier's requisition. t 
The Committee also agreed that the President be requested to prepare an 

| answer to the Vizier's letters. Hastings in the answer informed the Nawab that 

with respect to the Duabe he was his own master to act in whatever manner he 

| should deem most fitting for the advancement or security of his own affairs, but 

that the orders of the Company were peremptory that he should nót suffer 
their arms to be carried beyond the line of their own boundary and those of 

His Excellency, their ally. “ Concerning the country of the Rohillas,” Hastings 

wrote, * whatever was formerly proposed at Benares, that I am now equally 
ready to agree to—that is, the brigade which is now at Dinapore shall march 

| Whenever you require it, to join you, and proceed with you into the country 

of the Rohillas, which lies north of your dominions, to assist you in the en- 

tire reduction of it; and Your Excellency, on your part, will supply them 
monthly with the stipulated sum of Rs. 2,10,000 for their expenses, and, when- 
ever the country shall be so far conquered that you shall remain in possession 

of it, although the enemy may lurk in the hills and jungles, or a few refrac- 

tory zemindars, as is usual, may withhold their allegiance, and Your Excellency 
shall dismiss the brigade, you will, on its departure, pay forty lakhs of rupees to 

the Company as a consideration for that service. To prevent future misunder- 

standing I have been thus explicit. I must beg leave further to add that if 

the expedition shall be once undertaken, it will be absolutely necessary to á 

persevere in it, until it shall be accomplished ; you will therefore reflect whe- f 

therit will be in your power to make the above payments punctually with 
others which are already due, and whether you can resolve on going through 


M 


with the undertaking. If you àre not certain of accomplishing these necessary 
points, I must request that you will suspend the execution of your under- 
taking till a more favourable time.” t 


Some doubts having arisen concerning the regularity of the issue by 
the Select Committee on their own sole authority of the order directing 
that the Second Brigade should march on the requisition of the Vizier it 
was agreed that their proceedings together with Hastings’ letter should be 
submitted to the whole Council. The President also laid before the Board 
a minute in which, after pointing out the greater probability of the Mahrattas 
and Rohillas joining in hostilities against the Vizier than that they should 
continue in war against one another, he discusses the advantage “which would 
result to the Vizier, the ally of the Company, and to the Company itself, from 

* Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 26th November 1773, Volume 1, page 76. 
t Ibia P page 77. 
i Ibid » page 78. 
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that part of Rohilla which is the object of the expedition 
now proposed.” **Our ally," he writes, * would obtain by this acquisition a 
complete eompact state shut in effeetually from foreign invasions by the Gan- 
ges, nll the way from the frontiers of Bahar to the mountains of 'Lhibet, while 
he would remain equally accessible to our forces from the above provinces 
either for hostilities or protection. It would give him wealth, of which we 
should partake, and give him security without auy dangerous increase of power. 
Tt would undoubtedly, by bringing his frontier nearer to the Mahrattas, to whom 
singly he would be no match, render him more dependent on us and cement 
the union more firmly between us. I must further declare that I regard as 
none of the most inconsiderable benefits to the Company from this measure, 
besides the forty lakhs held out to us, the easing them immediately of the 
burthen of one-third of their whole army, while at the same time it is employed 
Es usefully for their interests and conveniently for keeping up its own discip!ine 
and practice in war." * 

But though Hastings was convinced of the propriety of the expedition, 
he doubted its expediency at that particular time. He however confesses 
to the Board that he is greatly embarrassed in coming to a decision in 
consequence of what passed between the Vizier and himself at Benares. 
“The Board,” he writes, ** will recollect that this very country was included in 
the line of defensive operatious which they thought fit to adopt last year in 
support of the Vizier, and it is now necessary to acquaint them more fully that 
the Vizier at the interview did propose this expedition to me, and earnestly 
solicited my assistance. That I regarded this request as a lucky circumstance 
in the negotiation ; and availing myself of it as the means of purchasing the 
Vizier’s compliance in the other measure which was the principal object of 
my commission, I consented to it, engaging to assist him in the enterprise on 
the conditions with which the Board are already acquainted. Afterwards from 
a suspicion of his own ability to make good so many pecuniary engage- 
ments at once as those he had come under, he himself made the proposal for 

E f suspending the Rohilla expedition, but the condition which took its rise from 
it, viz., that the future payment of the extra charges of the army sent at any 
time to his assistance should be fixed at R2,10,000 per month for a brigade, 

* was still allowed to be made an article of the new treaty, and it was further 

agreed that the stipulation for Corah, which I had before raised with difficulty 
to forty-five lacks of rupees, should now be made fifty in consideration of his being 
exempted from the additional burthen of the projected campaign and better 
enabled to fulfil his other payments.”+ Hastings felt “ that a direct refusal 
after what passed would have an unfriendly aspect, and might admit of the 
construction of artifice and insincerity in our dealings with him,” and for this 
reason, he informs the Board, “‘ he had in the letter expressed consent to the 
expedition in terms which, if he agrees to them, are most likely to secure the 
advantages hoped from it, but which are more likely to make him relinquish 
the design." ‘Lhe Board concurred heartily with the President “in wishing 
to avoid the expedition proposed; without entering into a discussion of 
the propriety of such an enterprise on general principles, the Board see in 
their full force all the cireumstances of doubt as to its present expedi- 
ency which the President has so clearly set forth, and they are also sensible 
of the embarrassment which he lies under from what passed on the subject 
between him and the Vizier at Benares. They are equally solicitous to save 
the honour of the Company and watch over its interests, and for that reason 
theyapprove of the letter now before them, which seems equally calculated 
to save both. The conditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the 
est possible advantages from such enterprise, but they appear to them 
aleulated to drive the Vizier into a refusal, which is what they trust in, 
ost probable and almost infallible consequence, and which they wish for 
sultof this proposition in the present circumstances of affairs." $ 
f the Board, who did not concur in the above resolution, was 
Commander-in-Chief, who was at that time engaged in a 


- his possession of 
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Bankr objet othe maton qe E B uS ptm Sr Role 
IR Si | ie board that “if the Vizier has the Rohi 
A í EN M rs n Oude and the Provinces of Corah and Allahabad, te 
l- N pi x ; ? a T enue of nearly two crores and a half per annum, 
i A NEN : u jure day, might render an enterprising genius a very 
| l ome neighbour on the north-west frontiers of the Company's domini- 
r ons; although we have no present occasion to suspect the sincerit of 
Sujah-ul-Daula’s attachment to our interests, yet it must not be fists 
l that he is an Hindustander, or that a successor might enter the Government 
Ne with very different ideas and disposition.’?* 
om. " 3 1 
e: , The letter whieh Hastings sent the Nawab did not, however, cause him to 
I relinquish his design. He acknowledged “ the receipt of the friendly letter in- 
| forming him that the English brigade is either for the protection of my own 
| dominions or to assist me in my operations against the Rohillas "* andhe re- 
| quested that a positive order should be sent to the Commander-in-Chief to march 
l the forces to the borders of Oude. It was impossible to temporize any longer. 
i On the 14th February 1774 orders were issued to Colonel Cha mpion to take com- 
Hi mand of the brigade marching to Oude, but even up to the last moment Hastings 


A evidently hoped that the expedition against the Rohillas would be postponed, for 
um we read—“ As the Vizier appears completely occupied at present in his expedi- 
| ' tion into the Do-auba for the recovery (in behalf of the King Shaw Allum) of 

Bi the territory seized by the Mahrattas, we imagine he will hardly find time 


this season to attempt anything towards the conquest he meditates of the 

Rohilla country before described. We think it, however, necessary to suppose 

the possibility of such a service taking place in describing the line of your 

operations,” : 

On the 24th of February the united forces entered the territory of the Vizier The Rohitla war. 

and on the 17th of Aprilinvaded the Rohilla dominions. On the 9th of May the 

President laid before the Board a letter from the Commander-in-Chief announe- 

ing a decisive victory over the enemy. ‘he English Commander does justice 

to the bravery of the foe. ‘ Hafiz,” he writes, “and his army, consisting of 

about forty thousand shewed great bravery and resolution, annoying us with their 

artillery and rockets; they made repeated attempts to charge, but our guns 

being so much better served than theirs, kept so constant and galling a fire, that 
"they could not advance, and where they were closest, there was the greatest 

slaughter; they gave proofs of a good share of military knowledge by showing 

inclinations to force both our flanks at the same time, and endeavouring to call 

off our attention by a brisk fire on our centre."$ Of the enemy about two 

thousand fell, many leading chiefs being amongst the number of theslain. “ Stan- 

dards,” writes Colonel Champion, “ we haye taken without number, and above 

fifty pieces of cannon, but what renders the victory most decisive is the death of 

Hafiz Rahmut, who was killed whilst bravely rallying his people to battle; one 

of his sons was also killed, one taken prisoner, a third returned from flight to- pum of Hafiz 
day andis in the hands of Sujah."| Thus fell the great Rohilla chief. He alma’ KNEE 
was endowed with great personal courage and considerable powers of states- | 
manship, but these qualities were neutralised by his extreme prudence and t 
caution. His great fault was avarice, which being united to insincerity x 
led him to be distrusted by his fellow chieftains and paved the way to 
his final ruin. He rose to power by .betraying the solemn trust of his 
friend, and the only title he had to the kingdom of Rohileund was the 
title of fraud. His character has been painted in glowing colours by the 


l 


® Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 26th November 1773, Volume I page 81. Ee. 
rites: ‘ His abilities in maki t a case, though singularly great, were unsble to produce unanimity, Ms - 
Mrs WE ee e dis ed ision in favour of the expedition waa obtained. The assistance was 


à it was not till after a long debate, that a deci r edi ai 5 
Sed iex the very terme concerted and settled between him and the Vizier; and yet this President had the art to 


| joi i i i i ters, that these terms were so 
j is collengues, and joined with them in a declaration to their common masters, DAR mr 
| MN the English and so burdensome to the Vizier, as to render his acceptance of them improbable, and there- —— 


fore to leave but little chance of their involving the English Government in a measure which the principal conductora 


1 H a vol i^o. 1l. 
F of that Government were desirous to avoid.” Vol. 3, page 57 
i 4 Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 18th January 1774, Volume I, page 91. : E : n: 
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enemies of Hastings, but it is impossible to discover anything that would make 
him a hero or a benefactor.* 


Critieism of Colonel In the letter whieh Colonel Champion sent to the Board announcing 


his victory he severely criticised the conduct of the Nawab and his troops 
during the engagement. He wrote—* No sooner was the enemy irrecover- 
ably broke than they pushed after them and got much plunder in money, 
elephants, and camels, &e., &c., &c. Their camp equipage (which was 
all standing, and proves that we eame on them by surprise) with whatever 
effects they could not carry off fell a sacrifice to the ravages of the Nabob's 
people, whilst the Company's troops in regular order in their ranks most justly 
"observed, ‘ We have the honour of the day and these bandits the profit.’ 4 
The Board, in their letter congratulating the Chief on his victory, remarked :— 
“So decisive an instance of the superiority of the Company's arms cannot 
fail of reviving in all its force the reputation they formerly acquired in Indus- 
tan, and which ten years of peace had doubtless in some degree weakened in 
the minds of the princes of the country.” They complimented the troops 
on their valour, and the General on his skill and the order and discipline he 
had maintained among the troops. They expressed their special satisfaction 
that the General had “from the beginning opposed and at last obtained a stop 
to be put to the devastation of the Rohilla country by the army of the Vizier, 
a mistaken poliey altogether incompatible with the design of the war and 
» repugnant to humanity, and we have a sensible pleasure in testifying our entire 
approbation of your conduct in this respect." i 
The military conduct of the expedition was entirely left to the Commander- 
in-Chief, but the power of directing the services to be performed was left to 
the Vizier. This division of authority led to frietion which rapidly grew into 
personal hosülity between the two men. Every letter received from Colonel 
Champion was charged with complaints against the Nawab. He was stated 
to be avaricious, cowardly, and cruel, vices unfortunately common to most 
oriental despots. The Commander-in-Chief was “ greatly afraid that the 
Vizier’s behaviour to the family of the Nabob Hafiz Rahmut and to the inhabi- 
tants of his country will render our connection with him reproachful to us 
and tend to lessen that reputation of our justice which had heretofore prevailed 
in these countries."$ This called forth a manly and vigorous rebuke from the 
Governor. Hastings wrote: “It never could have been suspected by the Board 
that their orders to you would have tied up your hands from protecting the 
miserable, stopped your ears to the cries of the widow and fatherless, or shut 
= your eyes against the wanton display of oppression and cruelty. I am totally 
at a loss to distinguish wherein their orders have laid you under any greater 
restraint than your predecessors. No authority which the Board could have 
given could be capable of preventing the effects you mention since they 
could give you no control over the actions of the Vizier further than the weight 
and influence of your counsel and advice.” || 


Iu a letter to Mr. Middleton, who had been appointed Resident at the 
Court of Oude, Hastings remarked :— 


“Colonel Champion complains of the conduct of the Vizier in suffering, and even order- 
ing his troops to ravage the country, and in his cruel treatment of the family of Hafiz 
Rahmut. his is a subject on which I cannot write to the Vizier. It might widen the breach 
bet»een him and the Commander-in-Chief, and probably influence the Nawab to some private 
revenge on the unhappy remains of Hafiz Rahmut’s family. I desire, therefore, that you will 
take an immediate occasion to remonstrate with him against every act of cruelty or wanton 

| violence. The country is his and the people his subjects. They claim by that relation his 
tenderest regard and unremitted protection, The family of Hafiz have never injured him, but 


* How little the enemies of Hastings know about Hafiz Rahmut Khan is amusingly illustrated by the fact that 
Au confounded him with Hafiz, the famous poet of Shiraz, who lived only four hundred years previously. In the 
Parliamentary Register thero is the following passage :— 


“ Hafiz Rabmut, the most eminent of their Chiefs,—as famous throughout the East for tho elegance of his litera- 
ture and the spirit of his poetical compositions (by which he supported the name of Hafiz) as for his courage, was 
invaded," &c. &c, Parliamentary Register, No. LXXVI, page 205. 


T Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 9th May 1774, Volume I » page 97. 
1 Ibid » page 101. 
$ Ibid 23rd May 1774, 5 page 104. 
l| Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, page 425. 
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have a claim to his protection in default of that of which he haa deprived them, Tell him that 
the English manners are abhorrent of every species of inhumanity and oppression, and enjoin 
the gentlest treatment of a vanquished enemy. Require and entreat his observance of this 
principle towards the family of Hafiz. Tell Kirn my instructions fo you generally, but urgently 
enforce the same maxims, and that no part of his conduct will operate so powerfully in win- 
ning the affections of the English as instances of benevolence aud feeling for others. If these 
arguments don't prevail, you may inform him direetly that you have my orders to insist upon 
a proper treatment of the family of Hafiz Rahmut ; since in our allianec with him our national 
character is involved in every act which subjects his own to reproach ; that I shall publicly ex- 
culpate this Government from the imputation of assenting to such a procedure, and shall re- 
serve it as an objection to any future engagements with him, when the present service shall 
have been accomplised.”* 


Colonel Champion, experienced in the tactics of war, unfortunately thought Chin 
that he was also a master of the tactics of diplomacy. He entered into pj. 
negotiations with Fyzoollah Khan, the only Rohilla Chief who had not sur- ^ 
rendered, and who proposed to pay the Nawab twenty lakhs of rupees if 
he would reinstate him. He also offered a large sum of money to the 
Company if they would use their influence with the Vizier to erant him his 
request. But writes Colonel Champion: “His Excellency said he would 
not give him back aspan of his country for a crore of rupees; that he 
had no objection to my protecting Fyzoollah Khan's person, but that the 
| treasure must be considered as the property of His Excelleney independent 
EU of the English."t Champion was desirous that Hastings should accept the 
IM money offered by Fyzoollah Khan, and should bring pressure to bear on the 
| Vizier to restore his fief in Rohileund. But Hastings, who has been so often 
| Í accused of lending English troops to the Vizier merely for the sake of lucre, 
| 


tions with 
ah Khan. 


/ refused to assent to the proposals made on the broad ground “ that they are dia- 
| M metrically opposite to the principle on which the Rohilla expedition was on our 
J 1i part undertaken, which was not merely on account of the pecuniary acquisition 
| of forty lakhs of rupees to the Company, for although this might be an accessory 
argument it was by no means the chief object of the undertaking. We en gaged 
m to assist the Vizier in reducing the Rohilla country under his dominion, that the 

boundary of his possessions might be completed by the Ganges forming a 
| - barrier to cover them from the attacks and insults to which they are exposed 
(B s by his enemies either possessing or having access to the Rohilla country. 
Thus our alliance with him, and the necessity for maintaining this alliance, so 


JT long as he or his successors shall deserve our protection, was rendered advan- 
B tageous to the Company's interest, because the security of his possessions from 
I invasion in that quarter is in fact the security of ours. But if the Rohilla 
| | country is delivered to Fyzoollah Khan, the advantages proposed from this 
iy alliance will be totally defeated.” 


Fyzoollah Khan was reputed to have, according to the most moderate com- 
putation, seventy-five lakhs of rupees in ready money, and Colonel Champion was 
greatly incensed at the Vizier’s declaration that the treasure must be considered 
as his property. The express stipulation that the English troops should serve for 
a certain fixed sum had barred them from having a share of the booty captured. 
Colonel Champion considered this to be a wrong both to himself and his men. He 
wrote to the Board * By their gallantry they have reduced this country, and, of 
course, gained the Company half a million of money ; they have, moreover, been 
the enrichers of Sujah-ul-Dowlah to an immense amount ; before their faces he 
has seized these riches, and he has not even thanked them for their services. 
These matters, gentlemen, are in my opinion of the highest importance, and 
deserve your most serious consideration. The good temper and forbearance of 
your army under such temptation is matter of the greatest admiration, and a 
source of infinite satisfaction to me, but I must confess I am afraid that if 
some mark of favour and gratification for their services is not manifested, it 
may be somewhat dangerous ever to try an experiment of this kind again, 
orto put the temper and patience of any part of your troops so much to am 
the proof."$ Hastings refused to consider the suggestion so skilfully con- Hastings refuses. 


5 z : : " . Champion's ato 
veyed. “The very idea,” he states in a private letter to Champion, “of prize- for ee e 


* Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleiz, Volume I, page 438. 
+ Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, Srd June 1774, Volame I, page 107, 
f Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I, pages 433 & 434. 

§ Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 3rd June 1774, Volume 1, page 107. 
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money suggests to my remembrance the former disorders which arose in 
our army from this service, and had almost proved fatal to it. Of this circum- 
stance you must be sufliciently apprized, and of the necessity for ee 
every expectation of this kind among the troops. Itis to be eats 

- poison.”* Champion never forgot the rebuke. It rankled in his mind long 
after and betrayed itself on more than one occasion. 


The termination of the Rohilla war coincides with the close of Hastings’ 
administration as Governor of Bengal. By an Act passed in the previous year 
the constitution of the Company had been greatly changed, and the Government 
of India had mainly passed into the hands of the ministers of the Crown. 
India was to be ruled by a Governor-General of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa and 

(four Councillors. The Governor of Bengal was converted into a Governor- 
General in order to give emphasis to the fact that the other presidencies were 
made subordinate to Bengal. ‘The first Governor-General and Councillors were, 

E * according to the Act, to be nominated by Parliament and to hold office for 

five years, but after that the patronage reverted to the Company subject to the 
Regulating Act, approbation of the Crown. The Regulating Act of 1773 also empowered the 
ero ‘King by Charters, or Letters Patent, to erect and establish a Supreme Court of 
Judicature at Fort William to consist of a Chief Justice and three other Judges, 

4 the new Court io have authority over all civil, criminal, admiralty and ecclesi- 

3 astical jurisdiction given to it by Charter. Warren Hastings was nominated 

by the Act the first Governor-General; Barwell, Clavering, Monson, and Philip 

Francis were the first four Councillors. Barwell had excellent parts which had. 

been improved by long administrative experience; Clavering had neither ability 
nor tact and he never learnt the art of governing his temper. He owed his appoint- 
ment entirely to parliamentary influences. Monson was a brave old soldier of 
no political capacity. The most remarkable member of the new Council 
was Philip Francis. His character has been sketched with skill and fidelity 
by Lord Macaulay. “ Junius,” he writes, ** was a man clearly not destitute 
of real patriotism and magnanimity, a man whose vices were not of the sordid 
kind. But he must also have been a man in the highest degree arrogant 
and insolent: a man prone to malevolence, and prone to the error of mistaking 
his malevolence for public virtue! Doest thou well to be angry ? was the ques- 
tion asked in old times of the Hebrew prophet, And he answered, ‘I do well.’ 

This was evidently the temper of Junius; and to this cause we attribute 

the savage cruelty which disgraced several of his letters. No man is so 
merciless as he who, under a strong delusion, confounds his antipathies with 
his duties. All this we believe might stand with scarcely any alteration for 

a character of Philip Francis.” Had Macaulay studied the minutes and letters 

now printed he would have hadno reason to correct or modify his judgment 
regarding Philip Francis. The minutes, like the letters of Junius, display the 
same art of assuminga great moral and political superiority and the same art 
of evading difficulties, insinuating unproved charges, and imputing unworthy 
motives The minutes, like the letters of Junius, are distinguished for their clear 
and vivid style and are charged with envenomed and highly elaborated sarcasm. 

In them is displayed the art which Francis possessed to supreme perfection of 

giving the arguments on his side their simplest, clearest, and strongest expression, 
in disengaging them from all extraneous matter, and making them transparently 
evident to the most cursory reader.T 

——. . On the 26th October 1774 the new Council met for the first time and 
— then commenced that long quarrel which after distracting British India was re- 
 mnewed in England, and in which all the most eminent statesmen and orators of 

the age took an.active part. Hastings laid before his colleagues an able minute 

. on the revenue and politics of the country. He explained the mode he adopt- 


Aa 3 


Spores -* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 8th March 1775, Volume IT, page 274. 
. t History of England in the Eighteenth Century, Lecky, Volume TIL, p. 236. 
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ed for the collection of the revenue. Tle earnestly offered his advice “for the 
continuation of this system with such alterations only as the late change in the 
Government has rendered indispensably necessary.”* Tn discussing the political 
system he dwelt on the Benares treaty and the Rohilla war which he 
defended on the ground both of State policy and justice. Iis new colleagues, 
who had been only a week in India and had not had the time to master 
even the elements of Indian polity, condemned the treaty and denounced 
the war as impolitic and unjust. At the same time they professed their 
inability to arrive at any satisfactory conclusions respecting either on the 
mere minute of the Governor-General, and they formally demanded the corre- 
spondence which had passed between him and Mr. Middleton, the Resident at the 
Court of Oudh. As Hastings had requested Middleton to write to him without 
reserve, and the letters contained a great deal that was private and confidential, 
Hastings declined to produce them. But he freely consented to furnish 
his colleagues with every sentence in the letters which might throw light 
on the matter under discussion. His colleagues however declared that they had 
only discovered on landing that “ the reduction of the Rohillas was completed, 
and that our army about the beginning of this month was stationed upon the 
skirts of the mountains of Tibet, at a place so distant from our frontier 
and so considerably to the north of Delhi, that it is not comprehended in any 
of the ordinary maps of Indostan, and in this situation other lights into the 
nature of the negociation and engagements with Sujah Dowla beyond any 
that we have yet received are undoubtedly necessary. * * * * We 
think a complete communication of the original correspondence between 
the late President and the Company’s Resident at the Darbar and the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Company’s troops now in the field indispensably 
requisite for the information of the Board." Hastings adhered to his de- 
termination not to produce the letters, and in his minute to the Court of 
Directors, dated 3rd December 1774, he justified his action on the ground 
that there were few persons in the service of any considerable trust or rank 
with whom he had not had private correspondence, and that it would be a 
dishonourable breach of confidence to disclose the contents of these letters. 
He wrote: ‘My predecessors have ever followed the same rule, and I am 
persuaded would have thought it a dishonourable breach of confidence had they 
inserted on the records of the Company any letters which had been addressed 
to them as extra-offüicial and private, without the consent of the writers of 
them. Lord Clive, Mr. Verelst, Mr. Cartier, General Smith, and General Sir 
Robert Barker are able to contradict me if I have misquoted their practice, 
and I shall be glad to appeal to them for the truth of it if there can bea 
doubt on the subject. A circumstance exactly in point to the present 
matter in dispute happened in the course of Colonel Smith’s correspondence 
with the Select Committee in 1766, when by some mistake the subject of a 
private letter from the Colonel to the President was only alluded to ina letter 
from the Select Committee, upon which occasion the Colonel asserts his senti- 
ments of the sacred rights of private correspondence in the following words: 
* I have been made accountable to a publie Board for an unprejudiced discussion 
of facts which ought never to have transpired beyond the breast of the right 
honourable person to whom, and whom only, they were addressed ; and the 
Select Committee, by their silence, acquiesced in those sentiments.” į Hastings 
added: ‘One reason alleged by the majority for the demand which had with 
so much perseverance heen made for Colonel Champion and Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton’s letters was that without them, and specially without those I with- 
held from them, their knowledge of the State and circumstances of the Rohilla 
War, which was to enable them to judge of the propriety of continuing the army 
in that quarter, or to determine its remoyal, would be incomplete, yet they 
had neither taken time to read the series of the former political reports which 
I had recommended for their perusal, nor the letters of Colonel Champion and 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, with which I had promised to furnish them, although 
these were surely as necessary for their information as the private letters 
addressed to me the contents of which they could not know, and I had declared 


# Secret Select Committeo's Proceedings, 25th October 1774, Volume I, page 115. 
t lbid 28th October 1774, p pege 121. 
f Ibid Sth December 1774, A page 152, 
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ined no information on the points on which they wanted it."* In 
E DN North, Hastings wrote : «The immemorial usage D: s service 
had left the whole eorrespondence with the country powers in the 2 aw the 
Governor, and Mr. Middleton in that light could only receive Pelor ers from 
and address his letters to me. In the course of his correspondence l had en- 
couraged him to speak his sentiments freely under the assurance of t leir never 
becoming the subject of public record in cases which I judged improper for 
such a communication. When therefore Mr. Monson moved for the whole being 
laid before the Board I could not consistently either with honour or „good 
faith comply. T urged these reasons, but they were overruled, and Mr. Middle- 
ton was immediately called from his station, and thus a declaration made to 
all Indostan that my authority was extinct, and that new men and new 
measures would henceforth prevail. Ido not know what use my opponents 
may make of my refusal to show those letters. I declare I have submitted every 
part to their perusal which was necessary for their information on publie 
affairs, and as to those I have withheld, Your Lordship will, I hope, one day 
judge of the propriety of my conduct in this respect, it being my intention, as 
soon as Mr. Middleton arrives, to collect my entire correspondence with him, 
and to offer it for Your Lordship's inspection.” + 

On Hastings’ refusal to deliver up his private letters it was resolved by the 
majority, consisting of the new Councillors, that Mr. Middleton should be re- 
called, and that the negotiation with the Vizier should be committed to Colonel 
Champion or to the officer who on the receipt of the orders should chance to be 
first incommand of the brigade in the field. Hastings protested against the 
resolution as “it proclaimed the annihilation of my authority in that branch of 
the Government in which the Company for obvious political reasons have ever 
thought it necessary to invest their Governor with the ostensible powers, and 
which in their very first orders to the new Administration they have directed 
should be continued to be conducted through him."i The protest however fell on 
the ears of men who had made up their minds to follow a definite course of action. 
At the next meeting of the Board they resolved that the Commander-in-Chief 
should be ordered to demand from the Vizier the forty lakhs due for the service 
of our troops in the Rohilla campaign and all other sums which might be 
due upon his other engagements. If the Vizier was unable to comply with these 
demands the Commanding Officer might accept not less than twenty lakhs in 
partial payment, and securities for the remainder in twelve months. In case 
the Vizier should refuse to comply with these demands the Commanding 
Officer was within fourteen days after the receipt of these instructions to 
retire with the army under his command and withdraw it into the Company’s 
territories. It was also resolved “that further orders be sent to Colonel Cham- 
pion or the Officer commanding the brigade that after having finished the 
negotiations for the money now due, he do immediately withdraw the whole 
of the forees under his command within the limits of the province of Oudh, 
and that unless the Vizier should require the continuance of the troops for the 
defence of his original dominions, with the provinces of Korah and lllahabad, 
he return with them to the cantonments of Dinapore.’’§ 

Hastings regarded the immediate demand of payment as harsh and im- 
politic, and considered the sudden recall of the troops as a breach of treaty 
and a violation of the faith of the Company. He wrote to the Directors :— 
“They have disregarded the faith of our engagements which even in the most 
violent revolutions have ever been transmitted as sacred from one Government 
to that which has succeeded it; they have exposed the conquest which the 
British arms have acquired for the Vizier to be wrested from him, with the loss 
of our military reputation ; they have risked the loss of the pecuniary resources 


à which were stipulated for the Company as the fruits of their successes ; and they 


have precipitately withdrawn the brigade from its station where its whole 


. expense is borne by the Vizier, to become again a heavy and useless burthen 
. upon ourselves." || ; 


* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 8th December 1774, Volume I, page 164, 
+ Memoirs of Warren Hastings by Gleig, Volume I, pages 474 and 475. 

$ Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 8th December 1774, Volume I, page 156, 
§ Ibid 28th October 1774, » page 122, 
i Ibid 8th December 1774, » page 156. 
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Not content with weakening the dignity and authority of Hastings by 
the recall of his representative in Oude, not content with endangering the safety 
of the kingdom of our ally by the recall of the troops, the majority pro- 
ceeded to denounce the Rohilla War as impolitie and unjust, and ordered an 
enquiry to be instituted into the manner in which it had been conducted, in 
| the hope of fastening upon Hastings the responsibility for every outrage per- 

petrated by the Vizier and his troops. The event proved very different to what 

| they anticipated. Itis instructive to compare the description of the state of Enquiry inta the 
Rohileund at the close of the war as described by those who took a part in the P+ war 
campaign and the picture drawn by Macaulay. Few portions of his brilliant 
work have achieved a more successful notoriety. It is read wherever English 
letters have penetrated, and it may be said to be stereotyped in the English 
mind. It has created a deep and lasting prejudice against the great man who 
founded our Indian Empire, and to it is mainly due the charge so often’ 
| brought by fervent politicians that India was acquired by enormous crimes.* 
| Macaulay in his essay on Warren Hastings writes—“ Then the horrors of 
| Indian war were let loose on the fair valleys and cities of Rohileund. The 
| whole country was in a blaze. More than a hundred thousand people fled 
from their homes to pestilential jungles, preferring famine and fever and the 
| haunts of tigers to the tyranny of those to whom an English and a Christian 
Government had for shameful lucre sold their substance, and their blood, and 
the honour of their wives and daughters." Colonel Leslie, the first witness Evid 
summoned before the Council, stated: “I would beg leave to distinguish L* 
between the real inhabitants and the acquired ones. By the acquired ones I 
| mean the Rohillas or Afghans who conquered the country and became the 
masters of it. I believe the Gentoo inhabitants were not oppressed. The 
ryots have been as much cherished by him as they ever were under any former 
Government, except at the time of the march of the army through their 
country, but they returned to their plough immediately and seemed to be 
| as happy as ever."* The witness admitted that a certain portion of the 
country was in flames—a very different matter to the whole country—and added : 
“The native inhabitants after I left Bissowly between that and Simbu were all 
at their habitations and had returned to their cultivation of the country; when 
I went down towards the banks of the Ganges it was highly cultivated, but about 
Puttergur which was the place of arms and retreat of the Rohillas before they 
retired to Loll Dang as their last resource, there was no cultivation but of 
| sugar.” t 

Regarding the outrages committed by the Vizier, Colonel Leslie declared 
m that he bad heard many * vague reports regarding the matter and certain 
| particular ones which were attended with such circumstances that I could 
| scarce give any credit to from the situation of the parties. There was a 
| particular one at Bissowly : one of the daughters of the Rohilla Chief of that 
| place whom they said he had committed violence upon, and that she in con- 
| . sequence poisoned herself, and knowing the situation of the Vizier at that 
| time I thought it almost impracticable, which made me give very little credit to 
i the stories which I heard at the time of such a nature." On being cross- 
i examined by General Olavering as to the treatment the Rohillas received at the 
| hands of the Nawab, Colonel Leslie stated: ‘The prisoners who fell into the 
| hands of the Vizier, which I believe to be very few, are now entertained in 
his service; there are some of the sons of Hafiz Rahmut, two particularly 
whom I know, and have often seen riding in his suite. He generally took one 
of these out with him all the time he was at Bissowly ; their appearance was 
good, and I think the same of the rest of his cavalry, and they appeared 


contented, but no doubt he kept a watchful eye on them." 


Mr, Francis then asked the witness the following question :— ET 


à Q.—“ Did the Vizier make any suitable allowance for the maintenance of the families of E 
the conquered chiefs, or were they abandoned to distress and misery for want of the common 


necessaries of life at any time ?” 


we of Colonel 


* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 19th December 1774, Volume I, page 162. 
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4.—* The Vizier has I am told settled allowances, jaghirs upon most. of them, but 1 
i »nt to keep them in that way of life they are brought up in ; but upon my 


en brought to as they are confined within forts, 
»* 


believe not sullicic 
word I don’t know what distresses they have be ) 
but the report of the world says they suffer great distress. ; 

Major Hannay was the next witness. In answer to the first question 
garding the oppression stated to be exercised by the Vizier, he said: “ To the 
best of my knowledge I saw no signs of oppression to the inhabitants of the new 
conquered country, but from particular enquiries which I had an opportunity 
of making of the country people, they said they had met with no treatment that 
they could complain of ; that from the treatment they had met with they had no 
reason to fear greater severity from the Vizier than their former masters.” + This 
is a very different picture to that painted by Macaulay, who describes Hastings 
folding his arms and looking on while their villages were burned, their children 
butchered, and their women violated. The Rohillas were not, as Macaulay 
depieís them innocent men, fighting for their liberty, but military adven. 
turers who only half a century previously had conquered the country. Major 
Hannay in his evidence stated : ** I have learned from many people that it is only 
within fiftv vears that the Rohillas have become masters of the country to the 
north of the Ganges ; that they were originally Afghans, came to Indostan under 
a sardar named Daud Cawn, and that they conquered that country from the 
Hindoos, and that since that time they have followed no other profession than 
that of arms, and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated the country.” $ No doubt 
villages were burnt as they have been burnt in every war, but Major Hannay 
informed the Board that both the Vizier and the Rohillas were concerned in 
burning the villages. '*I was informed that some days before our arrival at 
Shawbad, the Rohillas had burned some villages towards Mamdy in the Vizier's 
ancient dominions."$ As tothe country being reduced to a desert and a hundred 
thousand people flying to the jungles, Major Hannay stated: `“ At the time 
that I went upon an expedition from Bissowly to Sumbul, Meradabad, and Ram- 
pore, the country appeared to be in good cultivation, the inhabitants were 
employed in tilling it. It is in general one of the best cultivated countries 
I have seen in Indostan, and very well inhabited, and the people appeared to be 
busy at this time as if there had been a profound peace, and under no kind of 
apprehension from the conquerors." || 


In the course of his cross-examination by Francis Major Hannay was 
asked :— 

Q.—“ Do you know or believe that the Vizier entered the zenanas of the wives of any of 
the Rohilla Chiefs ? ”’ 

. 4.—'' It is impossible for me to answer with any degree of precision from the zenanas 
being spacious places consisting of many apartments many of which are not occupied by women. 
I never knew of his going into any of them at Pellybeet. I can positively say he did not, for 
he never went into the town of Pellybeet. At Bissowly I have heard that he went frequently 
into the zenana there, but to the best of my remembrance it was after the women were removed 
to camp, and that he was fitting up the zenanas for the reception of his own family during the 
time he was going to Puttergur." 4f 

Regarding the Rohillas whose character has been painted in such 
glowing colours by Burke, Mill, and Macaulay, Major Hannay stated: 
“ Their national character has in general been the want of sincerity, to 
elucidate which I beg leave to mention one instance. At the time that 
Mahomed Ally was their chief he prevailed upon the Almora Raja and 
the other hill Rajas to assist him in his rebellion against the King, Mahomed 
Shah; that they did assist him with 20,000 men, that upon the approach 
of the imperial army they found themselves so much inferior in point of 
strength that they judged it imprudent to give him battle and prevailed upon 
the Almora Raja to admit them into his country, the access to which is so 
strong, that a small number of troops may defend the pass against a very nume- 
rous army. They continued there till an invasion of the Mahrattas required 
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that the army of the empire should be returned against them. As soon as ever 
the army of the empire quitted the Rohilla country, ihen the Rohillas seized 
the country of the Almora Raja, their ally, carried away most of the hand- 
somest women of the country captives, amongst others the danchter of the Raja, 
whom Ally Mahomed took himself, and she was the mother of the present 
| Fyzulla Cawn. This is mentioned as an instance of their insincerity ; farther it 
j is a proverb in Indostan that they pray with one hand and rob with the other. 
l Their manner of making war is much the same as is practised all over 
Indostan; towards their conquered enemies they haye generally been bloody ; 
l those whom they have saved they commonly made captives of ; and in the late 
| campaign I have been very well assured by many of the prisoners that their 
intentions towards us were very bloody, that they had orders to give no 
quarter.” * 
_ The next witness called was Colonel Champion, the bitter foe of the Evidence of Colonel 
| Vizier and of Hastings. He described no burning villages, nor thousands of Cbsmpion. 
people flying from their homes to pestilential jungles, but he stated: “ The 
native inhabitants are still remaining and the country is'in a flourishing condi- 
tion." Colonel Champion on being asked whether he had heard the report that 
brutal outrages had been offered to the wives and daughters of the Rohillas of 
the highest rank, said: “I did hear such a report, but as to the grounds I 
have none sufficient to prove the accusation, but the report of it was made to 
me.” t 
The evidence of Colonel Leslie, Major Hannay, and Colonel Champion, a 
| most hostile witness, removes what Macaulay stated to be “a lasting stain on 
| the fame of Hastings and of England" It is no doubt a great crime to trample 
| out a nationality, but of this crime in our conquest of India we are guiltless. 
In India we found men belonging to diverse races speaking diverse tongues 
| fighting for the supremacy. We found no nation. The Musulman power was 
i effete long before the battle of Plassey. Brave in battle, the followers of 
Mohammed were intolerant and proved themselves unfit to govern. All chance 
i of Hindoo supremacy was lost on the field of Panipat. The Mahrattas were 
brave marauders but were destitute of the gifts with which nature has endowed 
| the races meant to rule. The Rohillas were soldiers of fortune from Afghan- 
| istan who had only half a century before their defeat conquered íhe fair 
valleys and cities of Rohilcund. Hastings, in his minute to the Directors, states : 
“ I must beg leave to take exception to the word nation applied to the Rohillas. 
They are a tribe of Afghans or Pathans, free-booters who conquered the country 
about sixty years ago, and have ever since lived upon the fruits of it, without 
ia contributing either to its cultivation or manufactures, or even mixing with 
| the native inhabitants. The Rohillas are Mahometans, the natives Hindoos, 
and have only changed masters.” Colonel Leslie in his evidence remarked that 
the Rohillas ** made the inhabitants till the ground, left them a substance, and 
kept the rest to themselves.”§ And Major Hannay informed the Board that 
since the time the Rohillas conquered the country “they have followed no 
other profession than that of arms and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated 
| the country." | 
The Rohilla war was no brave struggle of patriots fighting for their native Review of the 
land; it was a struggle of marauders fighting to maintain their supremacy Muse Do. 
overa people whom they were incapable of protecting from other marauders. 
The Mahrattas had laid waste the country and driven the Rohillas into their 
mountain fastnesses. At this grave crisis in their affairs the Rohilla chiefs 
appealed for assistance to the Nawab of Oude, the ally of England. The 
Nawab of Oude consented to lend his aid on the express condition that if the 
i Mahrattas were compelled to retire from the country with or without war, the 
Rohillas should pay a certain sum of money. The treaty was signed and rati- 
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fied by the Commander-in-Chicf of the English troops. The Mahrattas were 
compelled to retire, but they invaded the country next year and were again 
driven off by General Sir Robert Barker. The Vizier then demanded from 
the Rohilla chiefs the sum they had stipulated by treaty to pay. They 
resorted to evasions and excuses till his patience was exhausted and he resolved 
to annex their country as a punishment for their breach of faith. The 
Nawab determined to ask his ally to aid him in the enterprise. The first 
proposition of the Rohilla war came from the Vizier and General Barker, and 
as most unwilling to accede to it. But he and his colleagues after 
long and mature deliberations came to the conclusion that on the annexation of 
Rohileund to Oude depended not only the tranquillity and safety of Oude but 
the tranquillity and safety of our own possessions. Rohileund was the gate of 
Oude, and as Hastings wrote to the Directors : “if the Mahrattas either by the 
defeat, or which was as likely to happen by the desertion of the Rohillas to 
their cause, should gain a footing in that country, nothing could oppose their 
entering into the province of Oude and laying it waste, in spite of any 
attempts of our forces to prevent them. The map which accompanies this will 
demonstrate this truth more powerfully than any verbal argument. It 
was not to be supposed that the Mahrattas, whose ambition for some years 
past had aspired to universal conquest, and who had. extended their arms 
from the centre of the .Balaghaut to the northern extremity of Hindostan, 
should sit down contented when they had added Duab, Korah, and Illahabad 
to their dominions. On the contrary, there was every reason to apprehend, 
and it was publicly reported in their own camp, that they would next 
carry their operations into the country of the Vizier and even into the Com- 
pany’s own possessions."* Hastings held the opinion, and it was supported 
by the evidence of Colonel Leslie, Major Hannay, and Colonel Champion, 
that the Vizier’s State joined to Rohileund would form “ « complete compact 
Slate shut in effectually from foreign invasions.” t He, however, clearly 
saw that convenience does not justify aggression, for he wrote to the Di- 
rectors : * I own that the convenience of possessing the Rohilla country was 
not sufficient reason for invading it. I never said it was; but if they had 
afforded a just provocation for invading these countries, and we saw advantages 
in invading it, though neither cause was alone sufficient to produce that effect, 
yet both united would certainly justify it, and the most rigid speculators would 


Hastings w 


approve so fair a conclusion." A breach of a treaty has always been regarded 


by nations as a just provocation for war. 

Hastings and his colleagues determined to aid the Vizier, and for the services 
of the English troops they agreed to accept a payment of forty lakhs. 
Macaulay observes: “ England now descended far below the level even of these 
petty German princes who about the same time sold us troops to fight the 
Americans. The Hussar-mongers of Hesse and Anspach had at least the assur- 
ance that the expeditions on which their soldiers were to be employed would 
be conducted in conformity with the humane rules of civilised warfare. Was 
the Rohilla war likely to be so conducted? He well knew what Indian warfare 
was. He well knew that the power which he covenanted to put into Sujah 
Dowlah’s hands would in all probability be atrociously abused: and he required 
no guarantee, no promise that it should not be so abused. He did not even 
reserve to himself the right of withdrawing his aid in case of abuse however 
gross.”§ The German princes had no interest, direct or indirect, in the Ameri- 
can war. The English lent their troops to an ally to punish certain chiefs 
for a breach of a treaty to which the English Commander-in-Chief had affixed 


his signature, and to annex a territory which these chiefs had gained possession 


of by the sword and could no longer defend from a foe whose ambition menaced 
the safety of our dominions. Hastings never concealed the factthat the payment 
of forty lakhs to the Company greatly influenced his decision. Writing to the 
Directors he said : * I shall be always ready to profess that I do reckon the pro- 
bable acquisition of wealth among my reasons for taking up arms against 


my neighbours. I never in any period of my life, though long engaged in 


* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 8th December 1774, Volume I, page 141. 
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public affairs, gave my consont for taking up arms in an unjust cause, and I 
never shall but in cases‘of very notorious enormity give my consent to take 
up arms in an unprofitable one.”* Regarding the charge first brought by Francis 
and repeated and embellished by Macaulay that Hastings took no guarantee 
from the Vizier that the war should be conducted in conformity with the 
humane rules of civilised warfare, Hastings at the time wrote—“ It is a 
perversion of facts to say that ‘the British arms and honour were absolutely at 
the Vizier's disposal,’ that ‘an absolute surrender has been made of the 
honour and interest of the Company. We agreed to assist him in subduing 
the Rohillas. It was necessary to draw the line between the authority of the 
Vizier and our Commanding Officer. The service to be performed was entirely 
the Vizier's; it was therefore consistent and unavoidable that he should direct 
the objects of it; but the execution of military operations was expressedly 
vested in our Commanding Officer; of course the safety of our army and the 
honour of the British name and arms were entirely confided to his conduct 
and discretion.” + 

Tt was the Commanding Officer, Colonel Champion, to whom, as Hastings 
pointed out, the honour of the British name and arms was entirely confided, 
who either through personal animosity or the desire of persuading the Board 
to grant him the power which he repeatedly solicited to entirely command 
the Vizier, first brought the graver charges against the Nawab which have 
tarnished the honour of the British name. The evidence however of Colonel 
Leslie and Major Hannay, strictly corroborated by the letters and depositions 
of Colonel Champion himself, proves that the Vizier was unjustly traduced 
in the reports which prevailed of the enormities committed by him in the 
course of the war. Macaulay, with the tendency to exaggerate which so 
seriously impairs the value of his work as a historian and critic, observes: 
* Their military resistance crushed, his (Hastings) duties ended ; and he had then 
only to fold his arms and look on while their villages were burned, their children 
butchered.” A certain number of villages were burned. This, as Hastings 
admits, was both barbaric and impolitie, but too much justified by the practice of 
war established among the nations of the East; and he might have added nations 
of the West. The statement made that children were butchered is absolutely 
due to the imagination of Macaulay and to his love of contrast. Macaulay 
also infers that a wholesale violation of the women took place by thesoldiery. But 
the charge was never brought against the soldiery, it was brought against the 
Vizier himself, and respecting this Hastings wrote: “ The only authority which the 
gentlemen of the majority had for this horrid accusation, at least I recollect no 
other, was a letter from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, who mentioned it only as an in- 
stance of the falsehoods which had been propagated to injure the Vizier, adding 
that the unhappy victims of his brutal lust, who could not survive their shame, 
but had put a violent end to their own lives, were still living, and that the Vizier 
had never seen them."j History furnishes no more striking example of the 
growth and vitality of a slander. ‘The Rohilla atrocities owe their birth to the 
malignity of Champion and Francis ; their growth to the rhetoric of Burke; and 
their wide diffusion to the brilliancy and pellucid clearness of Macaulay’s style. 
A close and minute study of the evidence demonstrates that a certain number 
of villages were burnt and that the prisoners were ill subsisted. A hundred 
thousand people did not fly to pestilential jungles, but about seventeen or 
eighteen hundred Rohillas with their families were expelled from Kohilcund, 

* Secret; Select Committee’s Proceedings, 16th January 1775, Volume I, page 184. 

+ Ibid » poge 182. 

Hamilton's History of tne Rohilla Afghans, page 268. Mill lays considerable stress on tbe use of the word eztermi- 
nate in the official correspondence. Regarding this Hastings wrote, “Tam here charged with a concealed desiga 
formed in concert with the Vizier to exlirpate the Robillas; and much use is made of this discovery both by the 
ie letter before me, and by Colonel Champion in his vindication. The word in the original language of 
hich is here translated to extirpate means expel or remove, In another passage of the letter it is joined 
does literally express to extirpate or root out, and both passages mean no more than that it was 
the intention of the Vizier to expel or remove the Rohillas from the conntry which they scenpied, without suffering the 
smallest vestige of their power to remain in it. In this sense I most certainly did agree to assist the Vizier, and so did 


eive how the war eouid have been undertaken with any other object. 


sident and Council, nor eau I cone i : y ; 
D E as well as myself that the Rohillas are not the people of the ecuntry, hut a military tribe who 
EHE it, and quartered themselves upon the people wirhout following any profession but that of arms, or mizing 


in any relation with the native inhabitants.” (Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, Sth March 1775, Volume II, page 
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and Hindu inhabitants, amounting to about seven hundred thousand, remained 
in possession of their patrimonial acres and were seen cultivating their fields in 


peace. 


NS. = a meeting of the Board on the 6th February 1775, a letter was read 
ps obe ps E e Resident a& Oude announcing the death of the Vizier. The majority 
oe of the Council considered all the treaties made with the Nawab as purely 
ersonal, and consequently invalid on the death of one of the contracting parties. 
-'They therefore determined to make a heavier bargain with the Vizier’s successor, 
At a meeting of the Board on the 3rd March it was discussed and determined what 
artof the Nawab’s dominions should be included in the new treaty. Francis 
stated—'* My opinion is that we may with propriety guarantee to the present 
Nawab of Oude for his life all the countries guaranteed to the late Vizier by 
the treaty of Tllahabad, except the dominions of Chayt Sing." I think that this 
guarantee may be also conditionally, and pro tempore, extended to the coun- 
tries of Oude and Illahabad, until we shall be informed whether the treaty of 
» Benares be ratified or disproved by the Court of Directors. I do not think it 
E aS safe or prudent to enter into any engagement that may eventually carry the 
*- Company's forces beyond the limits of the countries I have mentioned.” 
Hastings observed: * My answer to the question is short, as it can be 
of no use; we ought in my judgment to guarantee to the Nawab of Oude 
the Subehdary of Oude, the districts of Korah and Illahabad, and the country 
lately conquered from the-Rohillas, but no more. I do not wish to see 
the Company’s forces carried within the line of the Rohilla country for its 
- defences; I believe that an engagement to defend the country for him would 
render it unnecessary. Ifear he may lose it. We shall in that case have 
a greater burden imposed upon us in the defence of the Nawab of Oude, 
and he be less furnished with means of discharging his engagements with 
us."* Ttwas, however, ** Resolved that the Board will agree to guarantee to the 
Nawab Mirza Amaunay, the Province of Oude and conditionally those of Korah 
and Illahabad until the pleasure of the Court of Directors on the Treaty of Benares 
be known.”+ The Governor-General then proposed the following question— 
** Whether it shall be made a condition of the new treaty that Raja Cheyt Singh 
shall exercise a free and independent authority in his own dominions, subject 
only to the payment of his tribute;"i and it was Resolved in the affirmative. 
The Governor-General then proposed—** Whether it shall be made an article in 
the treaty that, in consideration of the engagement to be entered into by this 
Government to guarantee the possessions of the Nawab of Oude as before 
resolved, he shall cede and make over to the Company the whole or any part of 
the tribute due from the zemindar of Gauzipore."$ Francis stated: “ I consider 
the cession to the Company of the whole tribute paid by the zemindar of 
Gauzipore to the late Nawab as the firstand most essential condition of a treaty 
with the present Nawab: the advantage gained by the zemindar will be also 
= very considerable, as it has always been my opinion that his authority in his 
/ own Government should be left free and uncontrolled; as long as this advantage 
eryed to him, he must consider it as his interest to be the tributary of the 
rather than of the Nawab.”’|| 
Monson and General Clavering,as was their wont, supported Francis, 
strongly protested against the exaction. He observed: “The 
s obvious, never intended that upon the necessities of our allies we 
at iy part of the territories they possessed. The son of a man 
we were so lately intimately connected, upon a supposition of his 
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| standing in need of our assistance, ought not in my opinion to be stripped of 
i any part of his paternal territory."* Hastings was of opinion “ that a demand 
j| should be made of a moiety of the revenue paid bv the zemindar of Gauzi- 
pore, but I do not think that we ought to insist on this article or that the 
Nawab's refusal to consent to it should prove an impediment to our proceeding 
l on the treaty.” t It was resolved “that the demand be made for the tribute of 
| Gauzipore, but that it be not considered an absolute and indispensable article 
| in the negociation with the Nawab.” The Governor-General proposed the 
| next question—“ Whether the subsidy to be stipulated for the assistance of our 
| troops to the Nawab of Oudh by the proposed treaty shall continue on the 
| present footing of 2,10,000 rupees per month for a brigade, or what other sum 
| shall be demanded.” And he expressed an opinion that the present subsidy was 
| sufficient and that it ought not to be increased. “ T doubt,” he stated, ** whether 
| a larger sum would in reality prove a gain to the Company.” It was however * 
| “ Resolved that an increase of the subsidy be demanded from the Nawab to make 
| it equal to the expense of the troops.”{ Thus we find ihe statesman who has 
| been branded as the violator of treaties and the oppressor of nations by extortions 
| and exactions doing his utmost to prevent his colleagues from extorting any 
concession from a native prince inconsistent with a former treaty. 
The majority of the Council, no longer content with attacking Hastings’ pub- M ein Against 
lic policy, now lent their aid toa grave imputation on his personal integrity. On Nosdcsonar. 
the 11th March 1775 Francis informed “the Board that he this morning re- 
ceived a visit from Raja Nundcoomar, in which the Raja delivered to him a letter 
addressed to the Governor and Council and demanded of him, as a duty belonging 
to his office as a Councillor of this State, to lay it before the Board. Mr. 
| Francis conceiving that he could not, consistently with his duty, refuse such 
a letter at the instance of a person of the Raja’s rank, did accordingly receive it, 
and now lays it before the Board, declaring at the same time that he is 
unacquainted with the contents of it. Mr. Francis further begs leave to observe 
that he received this letter publicly in the presence of a considerable number 
of persons, and that the Raja’s verbal request was interpreted to him by these 
different persons.” § 
The letter laid before the Board professed to relate the connection of Nund-^ 
| coomar with the Company. It was due to him, he stated, that Meer Jaffer had jA 
| waged war against Meer Cassim after the massacre of Patna; and after the 
| defeat of Meer Cassim and Sujah Dowlah at Buxar he had obtained “ from His 
i ' Majesty the King Shah Alam the Subahs (of Bengal, &c.) for the Nawab Jaffer 
Ally Cawn; during the Nawab’s lifetime he had faithfully distributed the 
revenue; after the death of Meer Jaffer, he was deprived of his office by certain 
Englishmen who “ for views of private advantage raised Mahomed Reza Cawn to 
the post ;” he reminds the Board that for the space of seven years Mahomed 
Reza managed the affairs of the Subah of Bengal; “what the measures were 
which he pursued in the administration of the country, the balances whieh he 
fraudulently wrote off, his violence and oppressions upon his own masters and x: 
upon the ryots and his trade in grain, by all which his master s house and the d 
| whole country were desolated, are well known to all" Against Nundeoomar 
j himself Mahomed Reza could bring no charge : “as nothing of the kind had been 
committed by me, he was ableto produce nothing." It was Neato ee 
assisted Hastings when he was appointed Governor in prosecuting Mahom m 
Cawn and Shitab Roy, and drew an account of their embezzlements which s no 
that Mahomed Reza Cawn had appropriated upwards of 305 lakhs E D 
and Shitab Roy 90 lakhs (£900,000). Mahomed Reza oon Bons: a 
lakhs (£100,000) to Hastings and two lakhs (£20,000) to him (Nund ere ae 
$ Shitab Roy offered four lakhs (£40,000) to Hastings and one la o n - = 
i coomar. These offers he reported to Hastings who refused them: Boom = n b 
he remarks, Hastings set Mahomed Reza at eur E i e 
inquiry into his embezzlements and malpractices.” “Why this extraordinary 
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favour was so suddenly shown, the Governor ean best assign. the reasons,""# 
Shitab Roy was reinstated in office. H The motives of these proceedings will 
best be understood from Mr. Hastings himself. UN T insinuating some 
other charges against Hastings, Nundcoomar adds : Thus far ake written in 
eneral terms. I shall now beg leave to offer a more particu ar and circum. 
stantial statement of facts." He then states that at various times in the year 
1772 Hastings had received the sum of three lakhs and eee thousand 
rupees from himself and Munny Begum tor P E taj Goordass’g 
appointment to the Niabut and causing Munny Begum A i made he superior of 
the family.’{ Tt is difficult to read the letter of Nunc coomar without agree. 
ing with Lord Thurlow that “a more extraordinary or ie Pu insolent produc. 
tion never appeared undoubtedly, nor one which carried falsehood upon the 
face of it more strongly.” 

After the letter had been read through, Hastings observed—* As My, 
Francis has been pleased to inform the Board that he was unacquainted with 
the contents of the letter sent into the Board by Nundcoomar, that he thinks 
D himself justified in carrying his curiosity further than he should have per. 
E mitted himself without such a previous intimation, and therefore begs leave to 
ask Mr. Francis whether he was before this acquainted with Nundcoomar’s inten- 
tion of bringing such charges against him before the Board.” Francis replied : 
« As a member of this Council, I do not deem myself obliged to answer any 
questions of mere curiosity. lam willing, however, to inform the Governor- 
General that I was totally unacquainted with the contents of the paper I have 
now delivered into the Board till I heard it read. I did apprehend in general 
that it contained some charge against him. It was this apprehension that 
made me so particularly cautious in. the manner of receiving the Raja's letter. 
I was not aequainted with Raja Nundcoomar's intention of bringing in such 
charges as are mentioned, jn the letter."$ 


Ata meeting of the Board held on the 18th March 1775, a further letter 

à from Nundeoomar was received and read. After referring to his former letter 
* he states: * What is there written I mean not in the least to alter: far from it, 
Ihavethe strongest written vouchers to produce in support of what I have 
advanced, and I wish and entreat for my honour's sake that you will suffer me 

to appear before you to establish the fact by an additional incontestable evi- 
dence."| Nundcoomar was too well acquainted with official etiquette and 
oriental custom not to know that his request was an act of gross impertinence,and 

= that to grant it would be an insult to the Governor-General and the death-blow 
- to his prestige and authority in the eye of every native in Bengal. But Nund- 
coomar knew when he made the request that it would be pleasing to the majority 
and certain to be granted. He had been in intimate communication with 
Colonel Monson, and immediately after his letter had been read Colonel 
Monson proposed “ that Raja Nundcoomar be called before the Board.” Hastings 
upon this proceeded to write a minute in which he declared that he would not 
suffer Nundcoomar to appear before the Board as his accuser. “I know what 


I will not sit at this Board in the character of a criminal, nor do I acknowledge 

the members of the Board to be my judges. Iam induced on this occasion to 

make the declaration that I look upon General Clavering, Colonel Monson, 
= and Mr. Francis as my accusers. I cannot press this in the direct letter of the 
law, but in my conscience I regard them as such, and I will give my reasons 
for it.” Hastings goes on to show that Nundeoomor was only a tool in the 
_ hands of the majority, “that he was guilty of great insolence and dis- 
. respect in the demand which he made of Mr. Francis, and that it was not a 
duty belonging to the office of a Councillor of this State to make himself the 
carrier of a letter which would have been much more properly committed to 
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| the hands of a peon, or hercarrah, or delivered by the writer of it to the 
i Secretary himself.* “ He points out that Francis acknowledged that it contained 
i a charge against him but if the charge was false it was a libel." t “ It might 
| have been false for anything that Mr. Francis could know to the contrary, since 
l he was unacquainted with the contents of it. In this instance therefore be 
{ incurred the hazard of presenting a libel to the Board. This was not a duty 
belonging to his office as a Councillor of this State.” Tastings proceeds to in- 
i form the Board that he had been long acquainted with Nundcoomar’s intention of 
i making the attack upon him. He writes: “ I was shown a paper containing 
| many accusations against me, which I was told was carried by Nundcoomar to 
| Colonel Monson, and that he himself was employed for some hours in private 
d with Colonel Monson explaining the nature of these charges." He adds—* I do 
| not mean to infer from what I have said that it makes any alteration in the 
nature of the charges were they delivered immediately from my ostensive accu- 
sers, or whether they eame to the Board through the channel of patronage, but 
| it is sufficient to authorise the conviction which I feel in my own mind that 
these gentlemen are parties in the accusation of which they assert the right of — 
| being the judge.’ Hastings closes the minute by stating his inflexible determi- 
| nation not to suffer the indignity of allowing Nundcoomar to accuse him before 
| the governing body of which he was the head. ‘*The Chief of this Administra- 
1 tion, your superior, gentlemen, appointed by the Legislature itself, shall I sit at 
j this Board to be arraigned in the presence of a wretch whom you all know to be 
| one of the basest of mankind? I believe I need not mention his name, but it 
| is Nundeoomar! Shall £ sit to hear men collected from the dregs of the people 
| give evidence at his dictating against my character and conduct? I will not. 
i You may, if you please, form yourselves into a Committee for the investigation 
| of these matters, in any manner which you may think proper, but I will repeat 
that I will not meet Nundcoomar at the Board nor suffer Nundcoomar to he ex- 
amined at the Board; nor have you a right to it, nor can it answer any other 
purpose than that of vilifying and insulting me to insist upon it." 


Monson requested that the Governor-General would inform the Board from 
whom he had his information respecting the visit Nuudcoomar paid to him. 
Hastings refused to give up the name because he would not expose his inform- 
ant to the vengeance of the majority. He added, however, that Barwell had 
received similar information at the same time. Barwell informed the Board “that 
he was apprized of it and received a copy of the same paper that the Governor 
laid before the Board.” ‘The paper was entered by the Board after the consulta- 
tion. Itis substantially the same as the letter laid before the Board by Francis, 
though in it Nundeoomar makes no mention of having himself bribed Hastings. 
Incorporated in the paper is a letter purporting to be written by Munny Begum 
which is identical with both the letters produced by Nundcoomar. Monson said : 
« As the Governor-General has not theught proper to acquaint the Board from 
whom he received the information with regurd to my conversation with Nund- 
coomar, I shall take no further notice of it." Headded, “ I do hereby declare that 
the Governor and Mr. Barwell likewise have been totally misinformed, for I never 
heard nor saw any paper in Persian or any other country language which con- 
tained to the best of my knowledge any accusation against the Governor-. ; 
General.'8 This, Sir James Stephen remarks, admits by not denying a conver- 
sation with Nundcoomar, and suggests that Monson did “see or hear " a paper 
in English. 

The motion of Monson to call in Nundcoomar being put to the Board 
Hastings again protested against it. He said, “ I do not understand the ques- 
tion to be whether Nundcoomar shall be called before the Board, but whether 
I shall be confronted with him, since the same effect may be produced, as I have 


% Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 13th March 1775, Volume H, page 305. 
+ Ibid » page 308. 
| í i i implies issi hat the charge was true, though it 
2 ‘ the expression here is peculiar. It implies an admission that E ie, thous 
i 1 A TRO Hn ee VERE can hardly have been the writers meaning. I read it rather as an argoment founded 
REA ee gion (for the sake of argument) that the charge was true.” The Story of Nundcoomar” by Sir James 
itz} se 53. 
Fitzjames Stephen, Volume l, page ed 
- Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 13th March 17 75, Volume IT, page 306. : 
8 Ibid » page 306, S 
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bv a Committee of the Board without my presence.” [t wag 
] P. Q 3 as 
oomar be called before the Board and the Secretary jg 
Then occurred the following seene: 


declared before, 
resolved “that Nunde i 
ordered to summon him accordingly."* 

The Governor-General.—“ 1 declare the Couneil now dissolved and 1 do protest against 
any acts of it as a Couneil during my absence as illegal and unwarranted. 

Mr. Franeis.—" I beg leave to ask the Governor-General whether he means to quit the 
chair.” 

The Governor-General,—I shall not answer your que 
suflieiently defined. — I quit the Council. 

Mr. Barwell, —*I think the Governor said he dissolved the Council ; it is now 5 o’elock 
in the evening. The Governor, as I understand him, did not say “ I quit the Council,” bug 
that “I leave ibe? I esteem the Council as dissolved, and tnless I receive a summons agreeable 
to the usual form from the Governor-General, whose office still exists, and is not vacated, I do 
not propose to partake in the debates, 

Mr. Barwell withdraws from the Board, 

General Olavering, in compliance with the resolution of the majority, 
having taken the chair Nundcoomar was called in, and Colonel Monson moved 
that he be desired to deliver to the Board what he has to say iu support of his 
charge against the Governor-General. He replied : “ I am not a man officiously 
to make complaints, but when I perceived my character, which js as dear to 
me as life, hurt by the Governors receiving into his presenee Juggut Chund 
and Mohun Pershaud, who are persons of low repute, and denying me admit- 
tance, I thought it ineumbent upon me to write what I have. Everything is 
contained in the letter which I have given in, besides which I have papers 
which, if the Board orders me, I will deliver up." Being called upon for these 
papers he delivered the translation of a letter from Munny Begum, dated 
9nd September 1772. In it the Begum states that in gratitudé for her ad- 
vancement to the Nizamut she offered Hastings a present of a lakh of rupees. 
Hastings refused, but when she pressed the matter he said that Nundcoomar 
had promised two lakhs, “I guessed, my friend, that this two lakhs was a 
part of the three lakhs about which I wrote to you ina letter I despatched 
with Kaim Beg and of which Isent you word by Juggut Chund.”{ The 
Begum proceeds to state that she feared if she said anything about the matter 
all that your kindness had done for me would be entirely destroyed and lose 
its effect." She therefore sent word to the Governor that she had given Nund- 
eoomar a general authority “to do whatever was judged requisite and expedient 
for my advancement and the fooling of my enemies,” and that she considered 
herself bound to discharge what Nundcoomar promised. ‘I therefore begged 
that he would accept one lakh of rupees here, and told him that I would draw 
upon you for the other lakh which you would deliver to him at Calcutta. I 
was so fortunate to meet with the Governor’s concurrence in this proposal. 
Your interest and mine are the same, and we are partners of each other's pros- 
perity and adversity. Presuming upon this, I request that you will lend me 
upon honour the sum of one lakh of rupees, which you will be kind enough 
to pay to the Governor when he returns to Caleutta. Iam raising one lakh of 
rupees which I shall here present to the Governor, and shall repay the sum 
with which I depend upon you supplying me in a few days by the means of 
Raja Goordass. I earnestly intreat that you will not upon this occasion enter- 
tain any doubt of me."$ ‘The letter closes with a strong injunction to secrecy. 


Nundeoomar being asked if he possessed the original of the paper, produced 
what he said was the original of the translation. Mr. Auriol, the Assistant 
Seeretary, being asked to look at the characters on the seal and inform 
the Board what they are: “he informs them the characters are Persian and 
express the name of Munny Begum.” Sir John D'Oyly, the Acting Persian 
Translator, having now arrived was called in and shown the seal. **Healso de- 
clares it to be Munny Begum's." This expression, as Sir James Stephen remarks 
shows how ill fitted the Council were for taking evidence. **D'Oyly's state- 


stion, because Í do not think it i; 


* Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 13th March 1775, Volume II, page 307. 
+ x Ibid » page 308. 
i Sir James Fitzjames Stephen remarks: “This allusion was not explained by Nundcoomar, nor did he produce 


any letter as being the one referred to" “The story of Nundcoomar,” Volume I, page 66. 


8 Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 12th March 1775, Volume II, page 309. 
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ment goes much further than Auriol’s, but the writer of the consultations seems 
to have considered them equivalent to each other." The moonshee to the Persian 
lranslator being asked whether another letter from Munny Begam which was 
produced by Sir John D'Oyly from the Persian office was in the same handwriting 
as that deiivered by Nundevomar, replied that it was not, but “that the seal of 
the letter is Munny Begum’s seal, and that the direction and body of the letter 
appear to be in the same hand. “It was observed by the Board " that 
the letter which has been given in by the Raja was written two and a half 
years ago, and that the letter produced by Sir John D'Oyly was written only a 
few days ago.” The spirit shown by such a remark is noticeable. The Council, 
who had taken upon themselves judicial functions as soon asa difficulty appears 
in Nundeoomar's ease, suggest an answer to it instead of inquiring into its 
weight.* 
Nundeoomar, who had requested to be summoned before the Board because 
he had the strongest written vouchers to produce in support of what he ad- 
vanced, on being asked if he had any more papers to produce, replied —* E have 
no more papers.” ile was then further questioned whether the Governor-General 
or any other person on the part of the Governor-General had attempted to obtain 
from him the original letter. He replied—“ the Begum applied to me for it 
through Cantoo Baboo, the Governor's banyan. I eave it into Cantoo Baboo’s 
hands to read it, and on being refused the original, he desired that he might 
take a copy of it to send to the Begum. I told him he might copy it in my 
presence, but it being then late in the evening he said he would defer copying 
it till another day.”7 he question obviously suggests that Nundeoomar 
must have been in previous collusion with the majority or some member of 
the majority for there was nothing to suggest it in his previous letters or 
statements. Its object was to furnish an excuse of offering a fresh insult 
to Hastings by summoning his head native secretary before ihe Board. Ie 
was summoned to attend, but replied—* The Governor is at present here, 
and Lam with him. He prevents me for which reason I cannot go. When the 
Council is complete, if I am summoned I willattend."$ ‘The Council held “ that 
he was guilty of a high indignity to this Board."  Nundeoomar was further 
questioned whether he himself was present when the money was given to 
Hastings’ servants, and he replied in the affirmative and stated that he was 
accompanied by certain servants of his own. All were present, he mentioned, 
in Calcutta, except one who was at Moorshedabad. On being questioned 
whether he was sure that the servants received the money ou account of the 
Governor, he replied—** They undoubtedly took it for the Governor. I asked 
the Governor if it had reached him, and he said, it had." This closed the 
examination of Nundcoomar, an examination entirely conducted not to elicit 


# The story of Nundecomar by Sir James FitzJames Stephen, Vol T, p. 58. 


+ The only questions put to Nundcoomar by the Council were cither trivial er were questions which be must have 
suggested himself, though if they had allowed themselves time to study the letter said to Le written by the Beguny, 
and to compare it with the written accusation of Nondeoomar, the Council must have perceived that on several points 
there was urgent need of inquiry. The story told in the letters does not on its fice agree with the charge made by 
Nundeoomar. Nundcomar said he had given Hastings in gold 1,04,105 rupees, and that the Munny Begum had given 
him at Moorshedabad a lakh, and had caused Nur Singh, Cantoo Baboo's brother, at Cussimbazar, to pay bim a lakh 
and half more, making in all 3,54,104 rupees. 

$ ae : L i s hat she was raising one lakh to pay it te 

The letter says that the Munny Begum was to pay two lakhs, and that s ising pay 
Hastings at Moorshedabad, and it begs Nundcomar to pay the other lakh to Hastings at Calcutta, and promises to 
repay him. eae E vs qe : 

J: this N :ocmar should have been asked whether he did what the Munny egum asked Lim, and whet) or che 
od EV en Calcutta was the lakh which the Munay Boerum asked 


impound the 


X ndeveniss nd the place where, the geld was delivered, the persons from whom he got so large a sum, the boobs | 


ies it me is alleged conversation with Hast 
vhi 1 made entries about it, the place and tune of bis allem 
ae fa e Ea matters by which his trutbfuluess might be tested. 
Fitzjames Stephen, Volume 1, pages 60-62.) =e 
I Secret Select Comuuittee’s Proceedings, 181b Merch 1775, Volume H, page 310. 
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J truth but to extract answers damaging to the accused. The Board did not 
cross-examine Nundeoomar as to the time and place where the gold was 
delivered, the persons from whom he got so large a sum, the books in which 
he had made entries about it, the place and time of his alleged conversation 
with Hastings on the subject, or any of the other obvious matters by which 
his truthfulness might be justified. They did not examine Nundcoomar ag 
to the grave discrepancies between his accusation and or letter of the 
Begum. But on the evidence of Nundeoomar, an avowec accomplice, who 
was known to be the bitter foe of Hastings, the Board came with inde. 
cent. haste to the conclusion “that the several sams of money specified in 
Maharaja Nundcoomar’s letter of the Sth March have been received by the 
Governor-General, and that the said sums of money do of right belong to the 
East India Company.”* It was resolved “that the Governor-General be requesteq 
to pay into the Company’s treasury the amount of those sums for the Com. 


pany’s use.” 

Tt was “ ordered that the proceedings of the Board and all the papers relative 
to Maharaja Nundcoomar’s charge against the Governor-General be delivered to 
the Company’s attorney, that he may lay them before counsel for their opinion 
how to proceed in recovering for the Company’s use the several sums of money 
which the Governor-General has received from Maharaja Nundcoomar or 
Munny Begum for services done them through his influence.” The law 
officers of the Company in Bengal did not recommend any prosecution in 
India, but advised the Board to transmit all the documents and evidence to the 
Company, who might, if the matter was worthy of their notice, file a bill against 
Hastings and compel a discovery. ‘‘ These documents," said Lord Thurlow, 
“arrived ata time when i$ certainly was the anxious wish of the. Minister to 
take any fair and reasonable ground he could for the removal of Mr. Hastings. 
The papers were all submitted to the law officers of the Company, who declared 
that the information of Nundcoomar, even upon the ex parte case before them, 

= could not possibly be true. The reasons for that belief were assigned at 
length. The Directors, though a majority of them were very well disposed 
to oblige the Minister, concurred with their law officers, and all that rubbish 
and trash remained unnoticed from 1776 to the year 1789; when, as Your Lord- 
ships know, it was repeatedly mentioned to you by the managers, as containing 
proofs of the corruption of Mr. Hastings, and it was very properly rejected by 
the Court. It was never pretended by the managers, that they had evidence 
to go a step beyond this rejected information of Nundeoomar." 


The accusation brought against Hastings by Nundeoomar formed part of the 
seventh article of impeachment against him. ‘The minute which he wrote at the 
table of the Board was regarded by his accusers as bearing marks of conscious guilt. 
The learned judge, whose statement of the case is a masterpiece of comprehen- 
sive exposition, writes—‘‘It certainly bears marks of strong excitement, and 
though I should not go so far as Sir Gilbert Elliot and Burke in thinking it 
ideonsistent with innocence, I thinkit suggests that there was something to 
explain.” The matter which Hastings did not explain was the fact that of the 
three and a half lakhs Nundcoomar accused him of receiving from Munny 
Begum he had received one and a half lakhs as a sumptuary allowance which 
was entered in the public accounts of the Nawab’s treasury. In the May 
following (1775) when the Board deputed Mr. Goring to examine the 
disbursements of various sums in several departments at Moorshedabad 

. and to deprive Munny Begum of her office and authority, she was questioned 
(m regarding the transaction and declared that * every Governor coming to Moor- 
| shedabad received two thousand rupees a day in lieu of provisions, beyond that 
_ she had not given a single cowrie and every payment would appear on the 
record." At the trial of Warren Hastings the managers of the impeachment 
having summoned the auditor of the India Office, he read from a book of publie 
counts a statement of the allowance made at Moorshedabad to Lord Clive first 

d next to Mr. Verelst when they were Governors which confirmed the truth 
Begum’s declaration that every Governor at Moorshedabad received the 
e allowance as Hastings. It would no doubt have been wiser if Hastings had 
is minute that he had received a lakh and a half of rupees as 


_ * Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 13th March 1775, Volume II, page 311, 
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asumptuary allowanee ; but the minute, it must be borne in mind, was written in 
the Council Chamber at a moment of great excitement. Hastings had to encount- 
er the deliberate and guarded attacks of his ehemies by the instant and unpre- 
meditated impulse of his own judgment. “Do not,” he writes to his masters, 
“wonder, therefore, Hon’ble Sirs, if my behaviour in any part of these disputes 
shall appear to you defective or improper. 1 am not yet conscious of any impro- 
priety in it, but I think that on many occasions I could have provided myself 
with a much completer plan of defence, had I been allowed the same leisure 
and tranquillity to form it as my opponents possessed in concocting that 
of their attacks upon me.” 


Burke inveighed bitterly against Hastings for calling Nundcoomay a mis- 


- creant, “If therefore," he said, * Rajah Nundcomar was a man who (it is not 


degrading to your Lordship to say) was equal in rank according to the idea 
of the country in which he lived to any peer in the house, as sacred as a 
bishop, of as much gravity and authority as a judge, and who was prime 
minister in the country in which he lived, with what face can Mr. Hastings 
call this man a wretch, and say that he will not suffer him to be brought before 
him." Hastings had better opportunities than Burke of forming an estimate of 
the character of Nundcoomar and had solid reasons for describing it in harsh 
language. Thirteen years before Nundeoomar brought his accusations against 
Hastings, Hastings had been employed in investigating a charge of forgery 
brought against Nundcoomar. Certain traitorous letters were intercepted and 
brought to Caleutta but they proved to be forgeries. Hastings was appointed to 
enquire into the matter and his report is now published for the first time.* 
Ile came to the following conclusion: ‘ From several depositions and the 
circumstances herein presented the Board will judge on whom to fix the 
forgery of the letters in question. One observation it remains upon me to 
make, that a fact of this kind, in which the intervention of more than one person 
is not immediately required, can scarce ever admit of a positive and incontest- 
able proof, though the several consequent and relative facts may be sufficiently 
proved, and point out in the most evident manner the main spring which set 
them in motion. In this light regarding the enquiry before us, I must give 
it as my opinion that it’ appears pretty clearly that there was a design on 
foot to compass the ruin of Ramchurn, that subsequent thereto the letters 
forged in his name were intercepted, that the man to whose charge they were 
entrusted was a servant of Nundcoomars, and that Sudder-odin (a servant " 
of Nundeoomar's) did foretell the disgrace of Ramchurn, and was (by his own ~ 
declaration afterwards) privy to the forgery of the letters. I say from these 
circumstances already proved, I am of opinion that the letters were written and 
intercepted by the contrivance and direction of N undeoomar, in order to fix 
the charge of a traitorous correspondence upon Ramehurn.” When Hastings 
was first appointed Governor of Bengal, Nundcoomar sent letters to him at 
Madras in the names of the Nawab’s uncle and Munny Begum. The letters 
were filled with invectives against Mohammad Reza Khan and recommendation 
of himself. Hastings afterwards found that Munny Begum had no knowledge 
of these letters, and she declared the letter stated to be written by her to he 
a forgery though it bore her seal. It was only natural after the experience: of 
the past that Hastings should regard the letter produced by Nunc RE as 
another forgery though like the letter forwarded to Madras it bore the 5 PED 
seal. * I make no doubt of proving 1552 he wrote to a friend, ‘it bears most 
evident symptoms of itin the long tattling story told with such injunction 
of secrecy and a word to the wise pertinent] y added to the end A it, when He 
sole purpose of the letter was to order the payment of a a of ues 
Nundcoomar’s son and son-in-law were with the Begum and daily informing him 
of all that passed.” t ' ; 
But even if Nundcoomar had borne an unblemished character, Hastings 
would have been justified in refusing to submit to the disgrace E mo 
of the head of a Government being accused in person during t ne ud m a 
Council over which he presided. Such a procedure must have e i r 
office into contempt and injured the dignity of station which a man has interes 


* This will be found in the Appendix, Volume TIK, 
+ Memoirs of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Volume I page 515. 
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to preserve. Tt moreover was unnecessary for Jus pedido ed cliciting 
truth or of promoting justice. A. Committee of oH um e TUBE Coun- 
cil without Hastings would have been equally EO M ARE or the ge purposes, 
Tastings did not dispute the right of his OE UN qe A into the 
charges of corruption brought, against him, nor ¢ id he ae Mi i P es, raise any 
pretences for stifling inquiry.” He only pointed out t pne of conducting it 
which would be least injurious to the dignity and an und DE the Govern. 
ment. As Hastings wrote to the Directors —' Mad t SETI been dis- 
posed to accept of my proposition of appointing a onee : or prosecuting 
their inquiries either into these or the Ranny s. a Du y ey might have 
obtained the same knowledge and all ihe satisfaction in t lis way that they 
could have expected from an inquisition taken by du A a large, their 
proceedings would have had the appearance at least of regu arity, and my 
credit would have been less alTected. by them. The only point which they 
could possibly gain by persisting in bringing such a see betire the Board 
was to gain a public triumph over me, and expose my place and person to 
insult."* i : 

The animosity of the majority against Hastings and their desire to 
insult and degrade him in the most public manner was strikingly illustrated 
by their treatment of his secretary and agent, Cantoo Baboo. He was a man 
of high caste and good family and for many years had taken a leading part 
in the administration. As the secretary of the Governor-General he was 
* considered universally as the first native inhabitant of Calcutta.” t Because, 
acting under the orders of the Governor-General, he did not appear at their first 
summons before the Board, it was proposed to place him in the stocks, a 
punishment, as Hastings remarked, “so disgraceful to a man of character and 
credit as would be an extension of rigour equal todeath." General Clavering in 
proposing the motion observed that Hastings had said that if Clavering meant 
anything personal to him he would make him answer for it with his life. 
On this Hastings observed: “I said if he attempted anything in his own 
person and by his own authority, I would oppose it with my person, or per- 
sonally oppose it at the peril of my life.” t ^ The discussion growing dangerously 
warm, Francis moved an adjournment of the Board, and it was agreed that 
the Board do adjourn accordingly. 


On the 20th of April at a meeting of the Board, at which the majority 
only were present, a letter was received from Hastings in which he informed 
them that “as his attendance at a meeting of the justices at the house of 
Sir Elijah Impey was required, he requested General Clavering to take his place 
and direct the despatch of such business as may require it." ‘The majority, 
after mentioning that they had heard from Mr. Fowke that a charge of 
conspiracy against that gentleman and his son was being investigated by the 
justices, stated, “we think it proper to acquaint you that we mean to con- 
tinue in Council until we shall be apprized of the subject and issue of that 
inquiry, as we conceive that a conspiracy at the investigation of which you and 
Mr. Barwell think fit to attend while this Council is sitting must be of great 


moment if not interesting to the safety of the State, We flatter ourselves that - 


you will be pleased to inform us, as soon as possible, of the circumstances and 
result of the enquiry in which you and Mr. Barwell are now engaged."$ 
Hastings in reply wrote,—“ Last night I received a letter signed by the 
Chief Justice and the Judges of the Supreme Court, informing me that a charge 
had been exhibited upon oath before them against Messrs. Joseph and Francis 
Fowke, Maharaja Nundcomar and Radachurn for a conspiracy against me and 
others; that they had summoned the parties to appear this morning at ten 
o'clock at the house of Sir Elijah Impey, and requested my attendance. The 
like notification was also made to Mr. Barwell. In consequence of this 
intimation, we have both judged it indispensably incumbent upon us to give 
our attendance. I am sorry that you should have thought it necessary to 
continue in Council until you shall be informed of the subject and issue of this 


* Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 22nd April 1775, Volume II, page 348. 


t Ibid 20th March 1776, 5 page 320. 
T Ibid » page 324. 
§ Ibid 20th April 1775, 5: page 344, 
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enquiry which I presume you will perceive to have no relation to the safety of 
] the State, nor to any circumstance that requires your present attention."* 
| The charge of conspiraey was due to some accusations brought against the 
| accused by one Camal-ud-deen. The day previous this man had gone to 
i Hastings and complained that Nundcoomar and Mr. Fowke had compelled him 
| by threats to sign a petition stating that he had bribed Hastings and Barwell, 
and they had had also forced him to acknowledge the correctness of a certain : 
account. Hastings referred Camal-ud-deen to the Chief Justice, and Sir 
Elijah Impey and the other Judges acting in the capacity of Justices of the 
Peace, summoned the parties and held an examination of the witnesses and 
defendants. They discharged the son of Fowke and asked Hastings, Barwell, 
and Vansittart if they meant to prosecute the others and gave them a night to 
come toadecision. On the 23rd Hastings, Barwell, and Vansittart declared their 
intention to prosecute Fowke, Nundcoomar, and Radachurn for conspiracy and 
| bound themselves over to do so, the defendants being admitted to bail. Hastings 
resolved on the prosecution “because,” as he wrote to his friends, “in my heart and 
vundcoomar to be guilty." At the assizes 


conscience I believe both Fowke and N 
| all the defendants were acquitted of the charge of conspiracy against Hastings; 
l Radachurn was acquitted, and Nundcoomar and Fowke were convicted on the 
charge of conspiracy against Barwell. The sentence on Fowke was fifty rupees 
i fine. No sentence was passed on Nundcoomar because at the time he was lying 
in the common guol under sentence of death, for having committed forgery. 


1] 

| 

| Nundeoomarin the letter accusing Hastings of bribery which was read eed 
| before the Board complained that **Mohun Pursaud is admitted by the on charge of 
i Governor to private conferences both in town and at his gardens." This fee. 

| Mohun Pursaud was attorney to a certain Bolakee Dass, a banker or native 

| shroff, whose bond or deed Nundcoomar had been found guilty of uttering know- 

ing it to be forged. The deed purported to be the acknowledgment of a debt 

due to Nundcoomar and contracted some years before by the shroff. ‘The : 
banker died in June 1769, and on the settlement of his affairs a few months 

after his decease, Nundcoomar’s bond was, with the other claims on the estate, 3 
settled by the executors. On the bond being paid Nundcoomar cancelled it «3 
by tearing it downwards at the top for a couple of inches. ‘This document and 

j others relating to the deceased banker were lodged in the Mayors Court as a 

Court of Record. In the year17722 suit was instituted in the Court of Kachari 

j against Nundeoomar for more than a lakh of rupees said to be due to the estate of 

| the banker on account of bonds of the Company. Nundcoomar was committed 

to prison for contempt of Court and released by Hastings. The Court recom- 

mended that the case should be referred to arbitration, but Nundcoomar at first 

refused to give his assent to this course being adopted, and when. he did con- 

sent a dispute arose as to arbitration. Matters were in this condition when the 
Supreme Court of Judicature arrived in Bengal. About a month after their 

arrival Mr. Farrer who had arrived about the same time and had been admitted 

as an advocate of the Supreme Court was informed by Mr. Driver, an attorney, 

that he had advised a client to institute a criminal prosecution against Nund- 

coomar for forgery, and that his client had agreed to the advice. There was 
however an obstacle in their way. The original papers without which the for- 

gery could not be established were lodged in the Mayor's Court, and though the 

Court were willing to grant copies, the original could not be obtained. “ He 

| told me,” added Mr. Farrer, “ that the Mayor's Court had not been so entirely 

free from influence as could be wished when proceeding against men ofa 


— 


® Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 20th April 1775, Vol. II, page 315. 


E G rosecution of Nundcoomar for conspiracy was regarded by the Council, aud was afterwards represented by 
a EE elliot, as a counterstroke to NIRE attack upon him, and no doubt it was s0, E why MI DUE E 
evidence before him Hastings was nct to take the matter into Court I cannot understand," (Story of Nundcoowar, j 
Vol. I, page 89.) à ; 
AU stnted before the House of Commons that “it was in evidence that Mr. Palk, J sues of de Ann bad uus. x 
1 (Nundcoomar) and that it was notorious that Mr. Hastings had ordered him to be releas«c } E. ot js elena e 
1 to prevent any native inhabitant of Calcutta from commencing a prosecution | vgainst ix n d p ir Ja n 
1 Stephen remnrks :—Palk’s evidence, if he gave any, is not in the report of ES trial, The evi mie ho ET 
j Boughton Rouse given before the Impeachment Committee after Impey's defence does not eee mi SA is hari M } 
consistent with it. I think, therefore, that Impey must have been mistaken in his assertion. M 5 everi dies 
D t that though Palk did not give evidence, Kamaluddin did, and he was sufficiert authority for Impey's VERNA 
: V When was this?" ‘It was about two months before Mr. Palk confined the Maharajah.” The Trial of Maharaja! 


Nundcoomar Bahadur for forgery published by authority of the Supreme Court of Judicatare iu Bengal, London : 
T. Cadel, MDCCLXXVI, page 11. P 
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such as Nundeoomar, but that, now that a more independen; 
t, he should advise his client (Mohun Persaud) to authoriae | 
uct me to make the same motion before the Supre xo : 
io wit for the original papers, that he had himself mais 

e Mayor's Court." Mr. Farrer accordingly moved 
fore Nundeoomar's pecusntign was produced 
m" oard by Mr. Francis, and was obliged to repeat his application twi 

: fee e encd them. Soon after this, on the 6th May 1775, Nundcooma, 
was charged with forgery before Mr. Justice LeMaistre who happened to he 
the sitting magistrate as at that time the Judges of the High Court Were also 
the Justices of the Peace. “ He requested the assistance of Mr. Justice Hyde 
who attended with him the whole day upon the examination which lasted from 
nine in the morning till near ten at night; when, %0 doubt of his guilt 


remaining in the heart of either of us upon the evidence on the part of the 
] form was made out." * 


Crown, a commitment in the usua 

Setter from At a meeting of the Council on the 8th of March 1775 a letter was received | 
-— Nundeoomar to the from Nundcoomar in which, after recounting his past services, he stated—* My | 
; only intention in setting forth the services I haye done, and the character T 
have to an advanced age supported, is to introduce my request that I might | 

not suffer upon such a charge, from the bare accusation, a punishment equal { 


certain description, 
Court was come ou 
him (Driver) to instr 
Court of Judicature, 
before without effect before th 
the Court for the papers six weeks be 


ae to that of death, the violation of the most sacred duties of my religion. | 
ae The Hon’ble President, I am well assured, is fully assured of the facts I j 
hf 3 allude to; it may be requisite to explain to the rest of the Hon’ble Members of | 


the Board that the institutions of our religion enjoin a number of ablutions, | 
prayers and other ceremonies to be performed by the sect of Brahmins before | 
they can take any kind of food. Nothing of this can be performed in the | 
place where Iam now; and could even these obstacles be surmounted, the i 
place itself, as being inhabited by men of a different religion, would prevent | 
my receiving any sustenance, without breaking those rules which I have | 
hitherto religiously observed. I therefore humbly request that I may be per- | 
mitted to reside, under as strict a guard as may be judged requisite, in some i 
place where these objections may be obviated.” | 
«Colonel Monson moved that the sheriff and his deputy be requested to | 
attend the Board with the warrant of commitment for Nundcoomar’s imprison- 
ment. Hastings objected to the motion as an interference with the authority 
of the Judges of the Supreme Court.” 


“Mr, Francts,—I beg leave to inform the Board that I understand that Raja Nund- 
coomar, since his commitment to the common jail in consequence of the opinion of Mr. Justice 
LeMaistre exceeding the terms of the warrant of commitment, has taken no sustenance what- 
soever, and that he cannot do it in his present situation without losing caste, which to a man 
of his high rank and sect is deemed a punishment worse than death. I think the motion 
made by Colonel Monson perfectly regular and necessary. We cannot take the prayer of the 
Raja’s petition into consideration until we are regularly informed by what authority he is 
committed to the common jail. If it should appear that the warrant does not express & 
commitment to the common“ jail, but that such commitment has arisen solely from the extra 
judicial opinion of Mr. Justice LeMaistre, I then think it may be legally within the power of 
this Board to prevent the death of the Raja by relieving him from the vile confinement under 

- which he has been placed in the same prison with all the felons of Calcutta, and securing him in 
some other manner under the safe custody of the sheriff. This I conceive may be done with- 
out any infringement of the authority of the Supreme Court of Judicature. At all events 
my endeavour shall not be wanting, as far as I shall think myself warranted by law, to pre- 
vent a man of his high rank perishing in a common jail for want of sustenance which he 

Cannot take without forfeiting a religious rank and purity, which I presume from all that I 

have heard of the religious customs and prejudices of the Brahmins, to which sect he belongs, 
ma, dearer to him than bis life; the Raja has now, I believe, been confined upwards o 
ours, exclusive-of the time taken up in his examination. ? 3 


OyEnNoR-GENERAL,—I beg leave to observe that many things have been asserted 
sume Mr. Francis gives only from report. I have not heard myself that N und- 
d among common felons, I do not believe that by the principles of his 
ean b CR m by any Ea that may be allotted him, ‘This is 2 point 
he religion are only capable of judging. I understand by a note re- 
rom Mr. Durham that the Judges ie al this time ERR for the 
ideration the plea of Nundcoomar in this particular, and that he was 


8th May 1775,  , page 366. 
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e m er X apply v ae for ole persons to give them information concerning the 
ec nc l conhnemen m j a is a 2 ^ 
S T d E RE T right produce on his caste, or some points of the like nature, 
dit con: SER Cal rected the superintendent of the khalea records to apply to such of the 
pundits as were in Calcutta and to desire ther to give their attendance on the Judges.”* 
e 6 e Judges. 


It YER poseen that the sheriff and his deputy should be immediately 
NIRE M E ME being asked for the original warrant for 
ie utment of Raja Nundcoomar for the inspection ) 
delivered it as follows :— ; E a o o 
* To the Sheriff of the Town of Calcutta and Facto illiam i 
2 i E 2 *aetory of Fort Will ens t a 
Keeper of His Majesty’s Prison at Calcutta. x ore IH TEE UAM 
* Receive into your custody the body of Maharaja Nundeoomar herewith sent you 
charged before us on the oaths of Mohun Persaud, Cammaul-ud-deen Khan, and others with 
feloniously uttering as true a false and counterfeit writing obligatory knowing the same to be 
false and counterfeit in order to defraud the executors of Bollokee Dass, deceased, and him 
safely keep until he shall be discharged by due course of law. : 
* Given under our hands and seals this 6th day of May in the year of Our Lord 1775. 
* S. C. LEMAITRE. 
* Jons Hype.” t 


_ Colonel Monson then asked the sheriff upon what authority he committed 
Nundcoomar to prison and he replied that he was not in town and did not 
execute the warrant. The Colonel then proceeded to question the deputy 
| sheriff as follows :— 
| « Q.— Did you on this warrant commit Maharaja Nundcoomar to the jail of Calcutta ?” 
| ** 4.—I did." i 
| « Q.—Did you not subsequent to that warrant receive a note from Mr. Justice LeMaistre 
acquainting you that-it was his opinion that Maharaja Nundcoomar should be coramitted to the 
common jail ?” 

« 4.—On receiving the warrant from Mr. Justice LeMaistre and Mr. Justice Hyde, 
which has now been read, I was going to order it to be put into execution, but Mr. Jarrett, 
attorney. for Nundeoomar, expressing a desire that he might be sent to some other place than 
the common jail, and delivering it as his opinion that he might as properly be confined in any 
other place; the Judges took it under consideration, and in answer to Mr, Jarrett’s request 
told him that they were both of opinion he could be nowhere properly confined but in the 
| common jail, but that for his satisfaction they would ask the opinion of the Lord Chief Justice 
j io whose house they were then going. In consequence of this I detained Raja Nundeoomar till 
| I knew the Lord Chief Justice’s opinion and soon after received a note signed by Mr. Justice 
| LeMaistre, which J beg leave to produce.” 
| * Upon consultation with the Lord Chief Justice, we are all clearly of opinion that the * 
| sheriff ought to confine his prisoner in the common gaol upon this occasion." 


| S. C. LeMarsruE."] 


Francis then asked the Sheriff whether “he knew what conveniences or 

| accommodation Nundcoomar had in the jail” and the Sheriff replied—‘ He has 

1 a small room in which the Jailor used to sleep who removed his family on that 

| account.” The Deputy Sheriff added “that it was without the prison gate and 
had no communication with the other people in the jail.’§ A motion was then * 
| put by Francis and carried that “ the Sheriff and his Deputy be directed to wait 

| on.the Chief Justice on the part of this Board and to represent to him the 

í situation of the Raja Nundcoomar whose religion, as he hath informed this Board, 

| obliges him to deny himself sustenance in the particular circumstances: of his 

| present confinement, and to desire that the Chief Justice will consider of 

i granting the prisoner such relief as may be consistent with the strict security 

| - of his person to answer to the charges brought against him.” || 
| Atthe meeting of the Council next day, a letter was received from the Sheriff bon a 
and Under-Sheriff, stating that in obedience to t 


he commands of the Board Boara. 


* Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 8th May 1775, Vol. IL, page 366. 
(S t Ibid » page 367. 
m Iud » page 368. 
§ “ General Clavering to the Deputy Sheriff— 
Q.—1£ it is without the gate, it is not in the c sh Seas m 
the pri id it was detached from the place T TS 
Os ruine are imo Eee ^ put pee E “the julor's House is aleae considered as a part of the jail | £ 
and adjoins it?? Secret Select Committee’s Proeeedings, Sth May 1775, Vol. II, page $70. 


|] Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, Sth May 1775, Vol. II, page 371. 
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-ited on the Chief Justice, and laid the circumstances before him . 
AR ud had desired them to inform the Board 5 that Raja NaN 
coomar was not committed by him, and that he has no oroi to interfere in the 
affair, there being felony expressly charged in the warrant. A letter was also 
received from the Chief Justice, intimating to the Board—that before he had 
received their message he “had been informed that Nundcoomar had on account 
of his religion refused to take sustenance, and that he had immediately sent ine 
munshy io him to acquaint him that he had given strict orders to the keeper 
of the prison that his confinement should in every respect be made as easy as 
possible to him, and to know from him whence his scruples arose, ‘The 
answer returned to me was— that he could not eat nor drink in a room where 
Christians or Mussulmans had been. I thought it not proper to refer his case 
to the Judges who committed him merely on his suggestion, and to ascertain the 
facts I sent for the Pundits, who are the keepers of the consciences and oracles 
of the Gentoos.” The Pundits stated “that it is no easy matter to lose caste, A 
Brahmin must eat eight times of the meal of a Mussulman before he can loge 
his caste.’ The Pundits also informed the Chief J ustice that they were 
“unanimously of opinion that if a straw shed was built in the inside of the 
prison-yard separate from any house, the Maharaja after a month’s confinement 
would be obliged to pay Rs. 12 or thereabouts for the purpose of feasting 
the Pundits and Brahmins.” Impey pointed out that should the claim of 
Nundeoomar be allowed “it would be a very heavy burden to the Sheriff 
should he be obliged to provide separate houses for each Brahmin whom it 
might .be necessary to confine, and much more so to provide a sufficient 
number of officers to surround these houses to prevent escapes. Many 
Brahmins are now in the common gaol. Men of higher caste than the 
Maharaja have been confined there. None of them have lost their caste, and 
this is the first complaint of the kind." The Chief Justice also suggested that 
the Judges and not the Council were the proper persons to whom Nundcoomar 
ought to have applied. “Iam happy in this instance that the Board has given 
me an opportunity of vindicating the Judges from any surmise of rigor or 
wantof humanity; but must make it my request that the Maharaja may be 
aequainted by the Board thatif he has any further application to make for 
relief that he must address himself immediately to the Judges, who will give 
alldue attention to his representations, for, should he continue to address 
himself to the Board, that which will and ean only be obtained from principles 
of justice may have the appearance of being obtained by the means of influence 
and authority, the peculiar turn of mind of the natives being to expect 
everything from power and little from justice. I know I shall be pardoned the 
observation, being clearly convinced that the Board would be as cautious in 
furnishing grounds for, as the Judges can be jealous of, incurring the imputa- 


4 


tion.” + 


The Board replied to Impey’s letter as follows: ‘As the Government 
of the country is vested in us, we consider the natives of it as the 
immediate objects of our care and protection. Having received that peti- 
tion from Maharaja Nundcomar, of which we had the honour to send you 
an extract, we thought ourselves bound, not only by our official duty but 
by the obvious dictates of humanity, to communicate it as soon as possible 
to you. But in order to prevent that deception which you conceive we 
lay under, we examined the Sheriff and Deputy Sheriff with respect to the 
circumstances of the Raja’s confinement, and afterwards put questions to the 
persons who act as President of the Caste Cutcherry in this city, by all which 


1 we are confirmed in thinking that the facts represented by Raja Nundcoomar 


were true, and that his refusal to take sustenance was founded on a sincere 

religious prejudice. We cannot refuse to receive any petitions presented to us; 

and if they relate to the administration of justice we conceive we are bound 

py e my to- communicate them to the Judges.” Impey answered that 

ihat * not question the authority of the Board in receiving petitions, but 
e carefully restricted what he said to the individual prisoner. 


* Secret Select Committees Proceedings, 9th May 1775, Vol. If, page 373. 
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Ibid » page 377, 
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| INTRODUCTION. xlv 
| did not desire his petitions should not be received, but when received, if they 
| were to require anything from the Judges of the Court, that the answer given 
| to the petitions should be that he must apply himself directly to the Judge. 
| This I did to avoid the imputation I there alluded to, which would be 
| equally derogatory to the character of the Council as that of the Judges. 
| The particular reason which called upon me in this case to make that 
i requisition was the reports publicly circulated in this town that, if the Judges 
| could not be prevailed upon to release the Maharaja he would be delivered 


by force. These reports I knew to be groundless; but wasapprehensive of the 
| effects of their gaining credit, especially in the infant state of the court, 
| before its authority is sufficiently understood or established. It is not sufficient 
that Courts of Justice act independently ; it is necessary for the good govern- 


ment of a country that they should be believed and known to be above all 
influence.” * 


The Council answered that the reports mentioned by the Chief Justice 
were wholly untrue, and enclosed an affidavit in which they denied that 
they ever entertained an intention to release Nundeoomar by force. Hastings 
declined to sign the affidavit, deeming it was unnecessary, but declared his 
| “entire conviction and assurance that no Member of the Board ever conceived 
an intention of using force for the release of Maharaja Nundcoomar from his 
imprisonment. "t 


| 

| 

| ! On the 8th of June the trial of Nundcoomar began before the Chief trialof 
1 

i 

| 

| 


| Justice, Mr. Justice Chambers, Mr. Justice LeMaistre, Mr. Justice Hyde, and Nendeoomar, 
|a jury consisting of the most respectable European inhabitants, some of 
| whom had been long resident in the country and some born in it.{ The 
prisoner had the privilege of challenging twenty on the panel, and exercised 
| it in the cases of eighteen, reading their names out from a paper in his 
i hand. Mr. Durham was counsel for the Crown, and Mr. Farrer, the ablest 
| advocate at the bar, for the defence. After a trial which lasted continuously 
i for seven days a verdict of guilty was returned. A week after the verdict, 


| a motion in arrest of judgment was made by Farrer before the full bench, 
but refused, and sentence of death was passed. Farrer then got his junior 


! to present to the Court a petition for leave to appeal, but this was also rejected, 
| because it did not contain any specific reasons why an appeal should be 
] allowed. The next step he took in his client's favour was to prepare a 


j petition to the judges for the signature of the jury praying for a respite, 
| but only one juryman consented to sign it. Undaunted by want of success 
Farrer prepared another petition which was addressed by Nundcoomar to the 


Governor-General in Council, and he suggested that the Council should endorse 

this petition to the Court. But General Clavering and Colonel Monson re- 
fused to entertain the idea, the General assigning as a reason that “it had no 
relation whatever to the publie concerns of the country, whieh alone he 

was sent out to transact, and that he would not make any application in 
favour of a man who had been found guilty of forgery; nor indeed did 

he think it would do any good.” "The day before he forwarded his petition to 

the Governor-Generalin Council Nundeoomar had sent a most piteous letter 

to Francis. He wrote: * All my hopes under God Almighty is in you, there- 

fore most humbly entreat, in the name of God, you will be pleased to intercede 

for me and procure a respite till His Most Gracious Majesty’s pleasure is 
known.” He added: “As entirely rely on Your Worship’s endeavour to do 

me all the good you can, I shall not, according to the opinion of the Hindoos, — — 
accuse you in theday of judgment of neglecting to assist me in the extremity Bronto 
I am now in.” But Francis took no steps to save the life of his suppliant, 

and on the 5th August 1775 Nundcoomar was hanged.$ 


repu Du c EE 


* Sir James Fitzjames Stephen writes:—'* I have not found the answer made by the Council to this letter.” — 
Story of Nundcoomar, page 99. 
+ Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 16th May 1775, Vol. 1I, page 378. 


i ij j lishmen.” 
: ates : *Nundcoomar was brought before Sir Elijah Impey and a jury composed of Eng 
| MERGER SNO read the trial or he would have known that Nundcoomar was tried before Sir Elijah Impey 
4 and thres other judges, which makes a very material difference in forming an estimate of the case, Mr. Elijah Impey 


i i : ; osi the error into 
i is fact in the Memoirs of his Father, but Macaulay had not the generosity to correct 
PNE eed MINE Merivale also makes no mention of Nundcecmar having been tried by four judges. 


$ “ But whilst he (Hastings) was exposing to publicity Nundcoomar’s infsmies and giving proof of most of them 


or indeed of all, it came out that this man used to 
and that after having imitated their seals 


forge bills of exchange under the hands and seals of eminent men, 
exactly he kept them at home ready atalltimes for manufacturing, a3 
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the Council held on the 14th of August General Claverine 
informed the Board “that on the 4th of the month a person calling pes 
servant of Nundcoomar came to his house and sent an open paper to him 


"imagined that the paper might contain some request that I should take go 8 
Frans fo intercede fs bin and being resolved not to Mus any application 
whatever in his favour, I left the paper on my table ont the 6th, which a 
the day after his execution, when I ordered it to be translated by my inten 
preter. As it appears to me that this paper contains several circumstances which 
it may be proper for the Court of Directors and Her Majesty’s Ministers to þe 
acquainted with, I have brought it with me here, and desire that the Boarq 
will instruct me what T am to do with it."* It was resolved after some discus- 
sion that the paper delivered by the servant of Nundcoomar to General Clavering 


be produced and read. 

At a meeting of the Council held on the 16th August £ the Persian transla. 
tor sent ina correct translation of the document," and Hastings moved that as jt 
« contained expressions reflecting on the charaeter of the Chief Justice and 
Judges of the Supreme Court a copy might be sent to them. 

« Mr. Fnaxors,—1 think that our sending a copy of the Raja Nundecoomar’s address to 
this Board to the Chief Justice and the Judges would be giving it much more weight than jt 
deserves, 1 consider the insinuations contained in it against them as wholly unsupported and 
of a libellous nature, and, if I am not irregular, in this place 1b would move that orders should 
be given to the Sheriff to cause the original to be burnt publicly by the hands of the common 
hangman.” 

“Mr: BarwELL,—I have no objections to the paper being burnt by the hands of the 
common hangman, but I would deliver it to the Judges agreeably to the Governor’s proposi- 
tion." 

“Coronet Monson,—lI differ with Mr. Barwell in opinion. I think this Board cannot 
communicate the letter to the Judges; if they did; I think they might be liabie to a prosecution 
for a libel ; the paper I deem to have a libellous tendency, and the assertions contained ‘in’ it 
are unsupported.. I agree with Mr. Francis in opinion that the paper should be burnt under 
the inspection of the Sheriff by the hands of the common hangman.” 

« GENERAL CLAYERING,—I totally disapprove’ of sending to the Judges the paper, agree- 
ably to the Governor-General’s proposition, because I think it might make the members of the 
Board who sent it liable to a prosecution, and therefore agree with Mr. Francis that it should 
be delivered to the Sheriff to be burnt by the hands of the common hangman.” 


“yx GoveRNor-GENERAL,—I should have no objection to any act which should publish 
to the world the sense which this Board entertain of the paper in question, but it does not 
appear to me that such an effect will be produced by Mr. Francis’s motion. The inhabitants 
of this settlement form but a very small class of that collective body commonly understood by 
that expression of the word. ‘The petition itself stands upon our records, through which it will 
find its way to the Court of Directors, to His Majesty’s Ministers, and in all probability will 
become public to the whole people of Britain. I do not however object to the motion of its 
being burnt. ”” ; 

“The Board do not agree to the motion for sending a copy of the address of Maharaja 
Nundcoomar to the Judges, but resolve that orders be sent to the Sheriff, with the original let- 
ter, to cause it to be burnt publicly by the hands of the common hangman, in a proper place 
for that purpose, on Monday next, declaring it to be a libel." 

“Mn, Francts,—I beg leave to observe that by the same channel through which the 
Court of Directors and His Majesty’s Ministers or the nation might be informed of the con- 
tents of the paper in question, they must also be informed of the reception it had met with, 
and the sentence passed upon it by this Board. I therefore hope that its being destroy ed in 
the manner proposed will be sufficient to clear the characters of the Judges, so far as they 
Appear to be attacked in that paper; and to prevent any possibility of the imputation indirectly 
wn on the J udges from extending beyond this Board, I move that the entry of the 
ress from Raja Nundeoomar entered on our proceedings of Monday last be expunged.” 


Ata meeting of 


ills of exchangeand bonds in any one's name and hand t t i re, bJ 
H Vt o be herenfter produced at his pleasure, 
|. tory al 1 for practice he used to keep everyone in awe of his displeasure; amongst thes pieces of this manufac, 
- ned ed great ni n obligation bond in favour of Bolakednss,n banker, n&all times of much credit, but who hn 
the ENTE bid in Mir Caffen-ghan's time: be Ead presented it to the Company's cash-keeper and had received 
sae E ec a c - —* 


œs Proceedings, 14th August 1776, page 412. 
16th August 1775, page 413, 
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The Judges addressed the following letter to the Board :— 


Tug Hon’are Warren E y 
BLE Warren Hastinas, Governor-General, Letter f tt 
Tu rom ie 


and the Gentlemen of the Council. 


** Hox'BrE Sir AND Sirs ini 

. N'BLE A —A paper conta e. scanda PE 
against the Judges of the ami Qe ane gr Dg eR LUE 

GR [ EE. y ced at your Board aving bee a. 
arm a libel, an ordered to be burned by the hands of the common fancier. B dins 
our thanks for having shewn so due a sense of this outrage to public justi ^ jette 
be interested as well in the minutes introducing and condemni Phe. caper aa CUIR 
itself, we find ourselves obliged to desire that Sot et Foods b re e th p» ee 
of such minutes which relate to it, as st 9j Wide uds 

i a , as stand on your Consultations, and must ther 
veyed to England, that we may judge whethe ey contai : pal he ean 
ii bea fase) ; y judg ether they contain any matters necessary for us to 
ie : E : z à EVE A 

_ Knowing the satisfaction His Majesty and his Ministers, as well as the Hon’ble East 
inte Company, who were deeply interested in the due administration of justice e E 
rom the high reputation which the Supreme Court has acquired in his country, we thought 
we owed it to ourselves aud the State to transmit to you the enclosed papers that they ma. 
stand recorded on your Consultations, which we think peculiarly proper at this time Td 5 
prore ERDE EE AE ET of this settlement in relation to our conduct, they are a mes 
and publie refutation of the libel, and corroborate such of i í indi 

à t a our mi s te 

ce y nutes as tend to vindicate 


We are, 
Hon’sre Sig & Sis, 


Your obedient humble Servants, 


E. IMPEY. 
ROBT. CHAMBERS, 
S. C. LzMAISTRE. 


« 98,1 August 1775. JOHN HYDE." 


The papers which the Judges enclosed were no doubt the addresses 
resented to them approving of their conduct. The first was by the Grand 
Jury to Impey individually ; the second also addressed to Impey personally 
was by the free merchants, free mariners and other inhabitants of the town 
of Calcutta, and was signed by eighty-four Europeans. A third address to 
all the Judges was signed by forty-three Armenians, and a fourth was signed 
by about a hundred leading natives of Calcutta and the neighbourhood. 


Francis objected to the addresses being entered, “because the libel to 
which the papers are said to contain a direct and: publie refutation has been 
expunged, the original burnt, and I do not believe a copy of it now exists.i 


* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 4th September 1775, Vol. II, page 414. 


+ Mr. Beveridge states eight were members of the Jury. 

“hese addresses jar on the sentiment which condemns the praise of persons in power during their actual tenure 
of it; but I am “by no means sure that they do not represent the actual state of feeling, both European and Native, 
in Calcutta at that time. That they represent European feeling there is no reason to doubt. The Europeans were 
quite independent of the Court, and not long afterwards bitterly attacked it. Anaddress by natives is always open to 
suspicion, but the Council had at that time far grenter influence over the natives than the Court, which indeed bad 
none? Story of Nundcoomar by Sir James Fitzjames Stephen, Vol. J, p. 228. 

f Francis was mistaken. Impey produced it aud read it inhis defence. He said that Hastings “ thought it no 
more than common justice to the Judges to give it to me, and as it was in the Secret Department of the Government 
he delivered it to me under an oath of secrecy not to disclose it in India except to tbe Judges. Except to them it has 
not been disclosed to this day, when it is called forth by necessity for my defence.” Story of Nundecomar by Sir 


James Fitzjames Stephen, Volume Il, page 95. 


made known, many English gentlemen have become my enemies; 
actions, deeming my destruction of the utmost expediency for themselves, 
d the Governor, knowing Mohun Porsaud to be a noto- 


which had formerly been repeatedly found to be false, an 
rious liar, turned him out of bis house, and themselves becoming his aiders and abettors, and Lord Impey and the 
lish laws which are contrary to the customs of thia country, in which there was 
administration of justice before ; and taking the evidence of my enemies in proof of my crime have 
1 let the actions of no person remain concealed, 
hall not for the sake of this world be regardless of the next, but 
bond, of which I am accused, never pro- 
who were acquainted with my bonesty, frequently requested 
but this they refused and un- 
he Council, you who are just, and whose words are truth, let 
lf Iam simply put to death I will with my family demand 


never any such 
condemned me 
and now that the 
represent the tru 
ceeded from me. 

of the Judges to suspend my execu 
justly take away my life. For God's sake, gentlemen oft 


me not undergo this injury, but wait the King’s pleasure. 
ustice in the next life.” 


Judges, 
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xlviii INTRODUCTION. 
His Majesty's Ministers and the pou be a o SQUAD) should be 
informed of the high reputation which the. uprem ov Js acquired ; 
AM try? It was resolved by the majority that the enclosures in 412 
this Soe 29 uio Supreme Court be not inserted on the records of the Bos a 
ae M the Judges be not furnished with copies of the minutes e 
libel.” A few months after Francis had borne e as to the high 
reputation which the Supreme Court had acquire in K ronnt and haq 
moved that the petition of Nundcoomar be burnt on account of its being a libe] 
on the Court, he began to make insinuations against ue integrity of the 
Judges. In the Consultation of the 25th ud ^l be found a minute 
signed by Clavering, Monson and Francis, but evidently written by the last, 
in which occur the following remarks :— 

« After the death of Nundcoomar, the Governor, I believe, is well assured that no man 
who regards his own safety will venture to.stand forth as his accuser. On a subject of this 
delicate nature it becomes us to leave every honest man to his reflections. It ought tu be made 
known, however, to the English nation that the forgery of which the Raja was accused must 
have been committed several years ago; that in the interim he had been protected and em. 
ployed by Mx. Hastings; that his son was appointed to one of the first ollices m the Nabob’s 
household with a salary of one lakh of rupees, and that the accusation w hich ended in his 
destruction was not produced until he came forward and brought a specific charge against the 
Governor of corruption in his office. If Mr. Hastings had been careful of his own honour, 
we think he would not have appeared himself as the prosecutor of his accuser, and that he 
would have exerted his influence with Mohun Persaud to suspend the other prosecution until he 
had proved the falsehood of the charges brought against himself by Nundeoomar. As things 
are now circumstanced the world may perhaps conclude that this man was too formidable a 
witness to be suffered to appear, and that any degree of odium or suspicions which the violent 
measures taken to destroy him might throw on the Governor’s character, was not to be 
weighted against the danger of his proving the truth of his accusations."* 

Hastings, as his correspondence with the Court of Directors clearly proves, 
made use of the services of Nundcoomar because he was commanded to do so by 
the Court of Directors, and he employed his son for the same reason. His prose- 
eution of Nundcoomar for conspiracy was an act of legitimate self-defence, and it 
would have been an act of doubtful propriety for the Governor of a province to 
have used his influence to suspend the prosecution of a criminal charge. It is 
extremely probable, as Francis stated, that if Nundcoomar “had never stood 
forth in politics his other offences would not have hurt him.” If he had not 
attacked Mohun Persaud before the majority who he believed were supreme 
in the state, Mohun Persaud might never have pressed the charge of for- 
gery. Butif the evidence of Farrer is trustworthy,t and it is the evidence 
of a hostile witness who was the advocate of Nundcoomar and a close friend 
of Francis, the criminal proceeding grew naturally out of the previous civil 
suit. There has never been produced a particle of evidence to connect Has- 
tings with the forgery suit, but on the other hand we have his own solemn 
assertion that he had neither prompted nor encouraged it. He stated: “1 have 
declared on oath before the Supreme Court of Justice that I neither advised nor 
encouraged the prosecution of Maharaja Nundcoomar. Itwould have ill become 
the first magistrate in the Settlement to have employed his influence either to 
promote or dissuade it.”} For the death of Nundcoomar Hastings can in no way 
be held accountable, but Francis and his colleagues, who possessed supreme 
power, might have saved his life by asking the Supreme Court to grant his prayer 
that the execution of the sentence should be suspended pending a reference to 
England.§ Not on Hastings but on the triumvirate must rest the responsibility 
of the death of the culprit Nundcoomar. 


* * Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 
T Mr. Beveridge gives reasons for question 
who played so leading a part in so important a 


25th January 1776, Vol. II, page 476. 

ing Farrer's memory, but it seems highly improbable that an advo 

DEM E N Pr a nt a case should forget the circumstances connected with it. 

dade. did i alonc y ien Hastings averred he felt on the subject were wholly beyond the concep 

Mo iie Ru eM e D a n i nat Hastings should use his influence against Nundcoomar, because =i s it 

SR e dol HE islike astings the wider his grounds of quarrel with him were, the more natural Wo e 
is assailant: and the reason for the House of Commons excluding him by their vote from a plac 


among the mani rer ; g 
5 ngers surpassed the powers of comprehension. (Statesmen of the time of George IlI by Lord Broughan 


cate 


prion of 
Francis 


EE d ming on n matter in which they had to exercise an "Eng and 
constantly corresponds with individual J proper as the former is unconstitutional. The Home Secretary 10 = Sito a 
Judge as to the exercise of his Judicial d as to applications for pardons. He would never dream of write ^i» 


" AERA fonti iQ Court. 
(the Story of Nundcoomer by Sir FitzJames Stephon, Vol} epe 350) ucc Comes) "2 
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Shortly after Nundcoomar had been committed for trial, a despatch arrived Mahratta affairs, 
from the Bombay Government announcing that they had made a treaty with 
Raghoba, the claimant to the throne of the Peshwa, by which he agreed to 
cede Salsette and Bassein to the English in consideration of being himself 
restored to Poona. Hastings pronounced the treaty unseasonable, impolitic, 
unjust, and unauthorised. “It is unseasonable because the treaty was formed 
with Raghoba at a time in which he appears to have been totally abandoned 
| by his former adherents. It was impolitie because it threw the whole burthen 
| of the war on the Company without a force at the command of the Presidency 
i equal to the undertaking, without money or certain resources, aud because 
j it was undertaken without any regard to the general interest of the other 
| settlements of the Company in India. It was unjust because they had 

received no injury from any part of the Mahratta State which could authorise 
| their interfering in their mutual dissensions, nor were under any actual 
| ties to assist Raghoba."* Though Hastings condemned the treaty, he took a 
| statesman's view of the position, and felt that to withdraw abruptly after having 
| entered into positive engagements with one party, and offended the other per- 
haps beyond hopes of reconciliation, might be attended with greater danger 


i than prosecuting the original design and even with national dishonour. He 
] therefore proposed that— The President and Council of Bombay be perempto- 
| rily enjoined to cancel the treaty with Raghoba, and to withdraw the detach- 


ment immediately to their own possessions by whatever means may be in 
their power, unless any of the following cases may have occurred ”: — 
1 ‘ Jst—That they shall have obtained any decisive advantage over the 
| enemy ;” 

** 2Ind—That the detachment shall have proceeded tosuch a distance, or be 
in such a situation, as to make it dangerous either to retreat or go on ; " 

* 3rd—That a negotiation shall have taken place between Raghoba and 
his opponents in consequence of the support afforded by this alliauce."t 

Francis entirely agreed ** with the Governor-General in disapproving of the 
conduct of the Government of Bombay, and in protesting against all the con- 
sequences which may attend it;"i but he added “ I think that their engaging 
the Company’s troops on distant inland expeditions, especially without any 
determinate object for their operations, or limitation of time for their services, 
ought not to receive the least countenance or authority from us; and that we 
ought to insist upon their recalling the troops without any consideration but 
that of their safe retreat." $ | 

It was agreed by the majority that * the troops be ordered to be recalled 
without any exception but the single consideration of their safety.” || 

The Bombay Government obeyed the commands of the Supreme Govern- 
ment and ordered the forces who had won the hard-fought battle of Arras 
into British territory, but the President wrote a dignified protest against 
their action. He declared that he and his colleagues considered the welfare 
of the Presidency entirely depended on their preventmg the PU of 
Salsette from again falling into the hands of the Po EP = ae i 
this situation we are of opinion policy absolutely required that we should side 
with one of the contending parties in the Mahratta State, that it might be poni 
ciled to our motives for that attack, and to our continuing 1n possession of t ae 
island. This necessity being allowed, justice doubtless required that we ane 
take part with Raghoba, the Peshwa, and in duty to our employers we made us 
decision as advantageous to them as possible, as we think is evident from the 


# Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 31st May 1775, Volume II, page 391. 


i 


+ Ibid » page 892. 
i Did E page 392. 
8 Ibid » page 392. 

liid » 2 
i page 322. 
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: , - wvnoceded to inform the Governor-General] that they h: ; 
TI es member of our Board, to visit Caleutta in orden Ped 
hl; din can be done by letter at so grent 2 rd to represent to yon 
Honor and Council the motives for all our proceed M. 1e present Situation 

of affairs, with the danger and discredit that unt attenc oe treaty being can. 
celled, and Raghoba deserted P^ Mr. Taylor on reaching Ca cutta wrote a vo 
full and able letter reviewing Mahratta affairs, but his arguments had no effect 
on the Supreme Government. | They informed him that after duly con. 
sidering the representations which you have been pleased to c eliver to us, we 
are confirmed in our opinion of the expediency of the Company S troops being 
immediately recalled from the service of Raghoba to their own garrison 9? 

They also declared their intention of deputing an agent of their own, Colonel 

Upton, to negotiate with the ruling ministerial party at Poona. At first the 
pretensions of the ministry at Poona were so great that it was impossible 

to make any settlement with them, and on the 7th March the Supreme 
Government, thinking that Colonel: Upton’s negotiations had been entirely 

M broken off, wrote to the Bombay Government to renew hostilities. They saiq— 

«We think it necessary to take the earliest opportunity to release you from the 
restrictions which we formerly laid upon your operations, and to provide every 
means in our power for carrying on the war in conjunction with Kaghoba with 
vigour.” The treaty of Purandhar however, to the disappointment of the 
Governor-General and the Bombay Government, had been signed before the | 

TreavotPurm- letter was written. “The treaty of Purandbar," writes Warren Hastings toa | 

dhar. friend, * was executed the 1st March 1776. I disapproved of it ?” 

The treaty established peace between the British Government and the minis- 
terial party, and dissolved the alliance with Raghoba. It proved, however, only a 
temporary and hollow truce. The Bombay Government continued to give protec- 
tion to Raghoba, and the Mahrattas delayed aud evaded the concessions they had 
made. It was impossible that any treaty which left Salsette in the hands of the 
English would meet with the approval of the patriot party in the capital of the 
Deccan. Two years passed in appeals from the Bombay and Poona authorities 
to the Governor-General in Council, and in ineffectual though earnest endea- 
vours on their-part to reconcile them. Then a new feature was added to the 
dispute by the arrival of the Chevalier de St. Lubin at Poona. Nana 
Fadanavis, the great Mahratta statesman who had strenuously obstructed the 
| / fulfilment of the treaty, immediately attached himself to the Chevalier. The 

-— British Envoy complained that “indeed in every respect they paid the greatest r 

attention to the French?" And M. de St. Lubin was received with great | 
pomp by the Peshwa when he delivered his credentials, “ being letters from the 
King and Ministers of France." The main object of the Chevalier was to 
establish a factory, supported by a military force, at Poona, and to obtain a sea- 
port near Bombay.t 1f he had succeeded the French would have regained their 
former importance in India, and the English would have had to battle with 
them, supported by all the powers and resources of the Mahratta Empire, for 
supremacy in the East. The Bombay Government rightly remarked “if time 
is given to the French for the French Ministry to take their measure, and to 

í supply Nana with a body of forces, we can expect nothing but a repetition of 

i the scene of wars and intrigues formerly aeted on the coast of Coromandel, 

which will certainly be fatal to the influence of the English on this coast, and j 
aay end ces ines TCS At this critical time the rivalry between | 

RET RA E A cuu and his younger associate Nana Fono | 

MEN iof the © € Poona Cabinet, and the former made overtures for | 

Gane ompany to restore Raghcba to Poona. The Bombay | 

esolved “that if a formal application were made it might cer- | 
| 
i 


tainly with the utmost justice be considered as an applieation from the Mah- 


ratta State and treated accordinely - Sakar: i i st officer 
DEAS Gore gly : as Sakaram Bapu is the Divan, or first 01307 
dinded iei ie dnd the principal person with whom Colonel Upton con 


in the treaty.” Tt y on behalf of the State he being the Minister first name 

dd a 6 was also ordered that ** the resolution be immediately for- 

RU "ie Movernor-Genera] and Council, who, we flatter ourselves, will ¢° 
ections from the State Papers preserved in the Bombay Secretariat (Mahratta Series), 


$ + The letters f 
Bombay State Pipes Dei aand Mr. Farmer of the Bombay Civil Service, published in the Selections from tbe 
les), pages 291 and 296, reveal in detail the exploits of M. St, Lubin. 
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! justiee to our motives, and afford their approbation and support to the step 
| we have taken, and to the measures we may further pursue.” ‘The approbation 
| and support of the Supreme Government were, after a stormy debate, gained 
| only by the casting vote of Hastings, who owing to the death ‘of General Cla- 
| vermg had recovered his ascendancy in Council. Francis and Wheler con- 
| demned the resolution as illegal, unjust, and impolitie. They argued that it was 
{ illegal because it was taken without the sanction of the supreme authority ; 
unjust because it was contrary to the treaty of Purandhar; and impolitic 
because it involved the English in the dangers and burdens of war. Hastings 
and Barwell argued that the emergency justified the illegality ; that it was 
not contrary to the treaty because the principal person with whom the treaty 
had been made had proposed it; and that it was not impolitie because it would 
give the English permanent influence in the Mahratta Empire. After consider- 
| able discussion and after minutes of considerable ability and force had been 
i dictated and read at the Council Board both by Francis and Hastings, the fol- 
| lowing main resolutions were adopted: that the President and Council of 
| Bombay are warranted by the Treaty of Purandhar to join in a plan for 
| conducting Raghunáthráo to Poona on the application of the ruling part of 
| the administration of the Mahratta State; that a supply of money, to the 
i amount of ten lakhs of rupees, be immediately granted to the President and 
| Council of Bombay ; that military assistance be sent to the Presidency. A 
j force under Colonel Leslie was ordered to cross the Continent, and place itself 
| under the orders of the Government of Bombay. 
i On the 8th June a letter reached the Board from Colonel Leslie informing 
them that he had met with some slight opposition from the Mahrattas, and 
Francis took advantage of the occurrence to propose, with the pertinacity which 
distinguished him, that *' the expedition be absolutely countermanded, and 
Colonel Leslie’s command of course dissolved as soon as he has quartered his 
troops on this side the Jumna in the best manner the season will permit.” * 
Before the proposition could be discussed news of a very grave nature 
| reached the Board, The Bombay Government wrote to them—* Jt is with much 
| concern we acquaint you that by the London Gazette of the 16th December Ee. 
Í just reccived from Bassora, we learn that General Burgoyne with his whole 45755. of 
| army, consisting of 3,500 fighting men, was compelled to surrender to General General Burgos. 
| Gates on the 14th of October on condition of being transported to England 
| from Boston, and not to serve again in America during the war. General 
| Howe remains in possession of Philadelphia with which place the fleet have in 
vain endeavoured to open a communication, and three of our ships have been des- 
troyed in the attempts, viz., the Augusta, of 64 guns, the Roebuck, of 44, and 
i the Merton of 16. General Washington was encamped within a few miles from 
| Philadelphia, and the Congress had removed to Lancaster. General Clinton with 
| a small army had proceeded up the river of New York and had met with some 
| success.”+ Francis requested his colleagues to consider * whether the unfor- 
tunate event in America ought not to have a gen eral influence upon our measures 
| here, whether this be a season for hazarding offensive. operations of any kind, 
and whether policy and prudence do not plainly dictate to us that while the 
| nation is so deeply engaged and pressed on one side, with everything to appre- 
| hend from the designs of France and Spain on the other, we should stand on 
| our defence, and not weaken or divide the force on which the safety of Bengal 
: may depend.”{ Hastings replied with the force and dignity which he couta com- 
| mand when occasion required—* I hope that our affairs in America are not in i 
the desperate situation in which they are described to be; but I see no con- 
nection between them and the concerns of this Government, much less can 
I agree that with such superior advantages as We possess our PN RENE 
which ean oppose us, we should aet merely on the detenn ar a ae y sen 
the operation of a measure of such importance to the nae in me E ane um 
the national safety as that in which we have now decide SEE o T x 
eyes of all India turned upon it. On the contrary, if it s x 5 rd Ta 
the British arms and influence have suffered so sev jp a De 1 a ite A i m 
world, it is the more incumbent on those who are charged wi e interes 


& Volume II, page 623. 


* Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, llth June 177 ; 
t Ibid 22nd Jane 1778, ai page 620. 
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of Great Britain in the East to exert themselves for the retrieval of d 
: ng 
national loss. : . 
i On the 7th of July 1778, the Government “ received intelligence, hy É 
E i ny ` A 2 Jj 
of Suez, that war was declared by the Court of France against Ene] ay 
“> 


j i 1 and 
the 30th of March last." A Council was immediately held, and Hastings 
after bringing forward vari 


ious measures concerning the defence of the city 
and province, proposed that—* Raja Cheyt Sing Ba aes in form a 
contribute his share of the burthen of the present war y consenting i 
the establishment of three regular battalions of sepoys, to be raised and main. 
tained at his expense.” f. Francis acquiesced in the proposal, but suggested 
that Cheyt Sing “should be informed that this additional charge vill iol 
be imposed upon him beyond ihe continuance of the present war."$ Ias. 
tings remarked that “the qualification proposed was consonant to my in- 
tention on the question and implied in it; but he could not agree to have 
any specific words added to the proposition as the matter involved a grave 
principle. “I agreed," he stated, “to add to the question the followine 
words—‘and to be disbanded at the end of the war;" but perceiving that 
the difference in our opinions upon this subject arises, not from a disagreement 
respecting the requisition simply considered by itself, but from a different 
understanding of the right of the Company to exact, under any pressure of 
affairs, more than the sum stipulated by the suunud granted to Cheyt Sing 
and the kubbooliat given by him in return ; I must therefore adhere to the 
question as it stands, wishing to avoid the question of right. If however we 
cannot agree upon this point, still, I would wish to have the requisition made 
in the words of the question, and leave the decision of future right to our 
superiors."| At the close of the debate Hastings again reiterated his opinion 
as to the right of the paramount power to make the demand. His words 
were—*'I agree to the question in the original terms of it, deeming it a right 
inherent in every Government to impose such assessment as it judges expedient 
for the common service and protection of all its subjects; and we are not 
precluded from it by any agreement subsisting between the Raja and this 
Government.” It was “resolved that the Raja Cheyt Sing be required in 
form to contribute his share of the burthen of the present war, by the 
establishment of three regular battalions of sepoys to be raised and maintained 
a his expense, and the Governor-General is requested to write to him to that 
effect," ** 


Though no formal intimation of the war with the French had reached Ben- 
gal, Hastings determined, by a decisive stroke, to take possession of the French 
settlements in India. A force was immediately despatched to demand the sur- 
render of Chandernagore, and on the 10th of J uly Colonel Dow wrote to the 
Board :—“ In obedience to your demands, I took possession of the French Fac- 
tory at Chandernagore this morning at 10 o'clock. As I found various pre- 


- tensions of delay were made, not admissible by the tenor of my orders, Í was 


under the necessity of ordering the Company's troops to advance within the 
barrier where a guard of sepoys was posted under the command of a French 
officer. On this occasion the enemy's guards of the barrier having fired by 
order of their officer, without effect, a platoon was returned which killed four 
sepoys and wounded three or more. This accident was unavoidable. ‘The 
guard dispersed and the troops entered the town of Chandernagore, where every- 
thing was afterwards conducted with the greatest regularity.” +t A letter was 
also received from Monsieur Hocquart, late Commandant of Chandernagore 
demanding that the Board should accept certain specific articles of capitulation 
proposed by him, and expressing a hope that the inhabitants would be well 
treated. He also desired to be acquainted * with the reasons for the violence 
and force which you have used towards the French nation in whose name 


* Secret Select Committees Proceedings, 22nd June 1778, Volume TI, page 632. 
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speak to you."* To his letter the Board sent the following reply: “The 
instructions which we have given to Lieutenant-Colonel Dow being grounded 
on certain information that a war was declared by the Court of Great Brit i 
against France on the 18th of last March, and by that of France agai 4E sr ud 
on the 30th of the same month, we cannot depart f nem A POE 
Meses aeg UR , We cannot depart from them. We beg leave, 
ever, to acquaint you that it forms a part of our orders to Colonel Dow to 
treat the inhabitants of Chandernagore with all possible lenit i 
We have no doubt he will attend to this inj dedo ds f Mer ades 
with their present situation and tl s injunction as iare 
Commander din repl m ae a 1 th T 9i wipe ue such qune, ‘+ The French 
M E D eminded 1e Council that they * make no manner of 
answer to theten articles in my letter" and added—* I do not think that requir- 
ing of the inhabitants the keys of their godowns and warehouses wot he 
himself goes to take inventories (a commission beneath the rank he holds) 
isa mark of mildness and attention."$ The Governor-General replied—* We did 
not think it necessary to auswer specifically to the different articles which you 
had proposed to our consideration, because the circumstances under which ‘the 
town of Chandernagore was surrendered did not appear to be those of a capitu- 
Jation."$ E 

The merchants of Chandernagore also addressed an indignant remonstrance 
to the English Commandant. They put forward an ingenious and plausible 
argument that they should be unmolested because “the English settled in 
France have peaceably exerted their industry in times of war, and the same in- 
dulgence has been granted to the French settled in England.” “ We think, Sir,” 
they wrote, “ this latter situation with some exceptions to be nearly that which we 
have in Bengal. We have no other circulations than the moneys which your 
Government coin ; we know no laws but those which you impose on us. Our 
Government, faithful to its treaties, has only established an administration at 
Chandernagore to give some sanction to our existence and to judge our differ- 
ences according to our civil laws. If wehad not thought, Sir, that such was our 
existence in Bengal, and if our interests, blended with those of the English, 
had not strengthened us in this opinion, we should never have abandoned our- 
selves to your discretion, in exercising our industry in a country at 60 leagues 
distance from the sea, and surrounded on all sides by your troops in which, 
making sacrifice of our properties, we have not even the hope of sheltering 
ourliberty."| The English Commandant with graceful flattery was regarded as 
one ** well acquainted with everything appertaining to history " and he was 
reminded of the generous treatment that an English ship of war received from 
the Governor of Havannah. “The history which relates this fact makes no 
mention of the Governor's having been blamed by his Court, and all Europe 
admired the like conduct. So much is the law of nations superior to that 
of war."4[ 

Colonel Dow forwarded the letter from the merchants to the Supreme 
Council, and they directed that all reasonable indulgence should “be shown to 
them in the full and free possession of their houses."** 

A despatch was seut to Madras announcing the war with the French, and RIA = mae 
desiring that immediate steps should be taken for the capture of Pondicherry mabé. 
and of Mahé. It must have reached its destination with unusual expedition, 
for according to a letter dated the Sth of August “the troops that had been 
encamped near Conjeveram, consisting of two battalions of Europeans, three 
companies of artillery, and six battalions of sepoys with sixteen six-pounders, 
encamped on the Red Hills, within 4 miles of Pondicherry, and were intended 
to prevent any succour being thrown into the fort.”++ More troops, battering 
cannon, and all sort of stores had however to be broaght from Madras, Vellore, 
Tanjore, and Trichinopoly, and many days elapsed before anything could be 
e. “On the 31st August some cannon and stores being arrived, and the 
virons having been examined, it was resolved to earry on two 


* Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 11th July 1778, Volume Il, page 646. 
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attacks, The one to the northward against the north-west bastion, the oth 
to the southward against the bastion called Dauphin ; a battery was Bernd Bt 
to t the south-west to enfilade their works, to conti 
n 


be erected this night on 
i m ortars. The enemy fired continua 1 
four 24-pounders and some mo j ae c fain 


JE on the 4th September the battery was completed." On the e& 
d ber the besiegers “ broke ground to ne med ymo ann in the tie 
drew a parallel within six hundred yards of the tow Deg” ts On the mornine 
of the 18th September all the batteries opened. The fire from the fort Was 
very heavy on all sides, but towards the evening our batteries had appa. 
rently the advantage and the enemy s fire decreased greatly. The approaches 
both on the north and south side were earried forward with unremitting vigoyp 
but the vigilance and fire of the enemy, and the violent rains retarded the 
progress of the operations. “ On the 14th October the bridge of boats that 
was intended to be used for the passage of the ditch on the south attack beine 
completed, and a float being prepared for the same purpose to the northward. 
it was intended to assault the place about 8 o’clock in the morning on the 
15th. But about 11 in the forenoon the water forced itself into the gallery with 
such violence that it broke down and damaged some of the boats ** ox x 
* * | Though the assault could not take place yet an attack was made on the 
ravelin to the northward about 2 o’clock in the morning; the ravelin was 
surprised, and the enemy's party of 22 Europeans were mostly killed, Wounded, 
or taken prisoners. Some sepoys escaped, as did some Europeans. We spiked 
four cannon and four mortars, destroyed a good many arms, and a quantity 
of ammunition. he 16th the gallery was repaired, and it was resolved to 
assault the place next morning, and the necessary orders were to have been 
given to the troops in the evening, but about 11 in the forenoon Monsieur 
De Vellite, Aide-de-Camp to Major-General Bellecombe, came with a flag of 
truce from the fort.”* ‘The besiegers by the generosity of their terms bore 
witness to the gallantry of the besieged. The garrison were allowed to march 
out with all the honours of war; and at the request of General Bellecombe 
the regiment of Pondicherry was allowed to retain its coloars. After a lapse 
of some months the fortifications were destroyed. ‘The French now retained 
in India nothing but Mahé, and on the 13th May 1779 the Governor-General 
received a letter from Fort St. George announcing the surrender of that 
place. The Madras Government also enclosed a letter from Hyder Ali strongly 
protesting against an attack on a French factory situated in his dominions. 
He had a month previously written direct to the Governor-General as follows :— 
“T see what you write concerning your intentions against the French factory of 
Mahé. In my country there are factories belonging to the English, Dutch, 
Portuguese, Danes, and French, and besides them there are many merchants 
here who are considered as my subjects; if any one entertains designs against 
those traders I will without doubt take the bes& and most considerate method 
to give them assistance. If you are not already acquainted with this, you may 
inform yourselves of those who have been long members of your Council.” t 


The growing hostility of Hyder threw a new and formidable diffculty in the 
way of Hastings: and the faction within the Council, as well as the exhaustion of 
the treasury, added bitterness to the miserable result of the war. The attempt 
to push into the heart of the Mahratta dominion with a small army had ended 
iu disaster and disgrace. But the hour of danger is the opportunity of heroes 
General Goddard, a soldier of courage and capacity, on hearing of the defeat of 
the Bombay troops, marched his detachment from Bundlecund to Surat, à dis- 
tance of three hundred miles in twenty days, and by his timely arrival saved the 
Bombay Presidency from the grave danger which threatened it and restored the 
reputation of the British arms.t The Supreme Government, on hearing the new? 
of the disgraceful Convention of Wargaum, which sacrificed all the acquisitions 
gpained since the first war and gave hostages to a victorious enemy, immediately 
oes it and directed General Goddard to open a fresh negotiation with 

e Ministers of the Mahratta State on the basis of the Treaty of Purandhar; 
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| provided they would recede from the pretensions whic "y ire 

i late convention and would agree not P aona intei ey had ac 

| ate QUE ould agree not to admit any French force to their domi- 
nions, no: allow that nation to form any establishment on the Mahratta coast.* 
Ihe Ma rattas would not make peace on these terms, and on the Ist of 
January 1780 the war was renewed. 


1 
| 
i - 
i To divide the Mahratta strength and divert it from Gene toddard, Progress of 
| Hastings determined to despatch a ‘small force to proteas the tet D REN Malet ar. 
i Raja of Gohud lying on the Jumna, sixty miles south-east of Aera, from the 
i RT vs e The A E under the command of Major 
i advanced in February, and after expelling the Mahrattas from G 
| assaulted and captured the fortress of Lahar. Pie was however felt that tuc fos 
| was too small to materially divert the Mahratta strength, and it was therefore 
proposed that a larger force under Major Carnac should be sent to invade 
| Mahdajee Sindia’s country and to attack his capital. This proposition was 
j vigorously opposed by Francis and Wheler in a minute dated 19th June 
1780. They opposed it on the ground of expense, the time chosen, and because 
they considered that “a peace was indispensably necessary to save the India 
Company, and every interest connected with theirs, from the greatest distress if 
notcertaimruin."t Hastings replied that “the rainy season is no impediment 
| to our troops, buta great one to the Mahrattas, which consisted only of cavalry.” 
i The objection made to the expense," he admitted, “is a material one, but 
i a vigorous assertion,” he remarked, ‘ cannot be made without expense, nor 
| can the war either be concluded honourably or prosecuted successfully without 
] such an exertion. Fceble measures and advances for peace will but add tothe 
strength and presumption of our adversaries, discourage our friends, and perhaps 
induce them to become parties against us. The resources of this Government, 
j exhausted as they are, and withheld from it by its internal imbecility, are yet 
| equal to every probable contingency of the present war, if it is conducted on 
a consistent plan, and that not barred by desultory votes of Council on every 
measure for its prosecution." As the main arguments of his opponents were 
drawn from the low state of the treasury and the inability of the Government 
to support the expense of the expedition, Hastings, after pointing out that the 
pay and batta of the troops would be the same whether they remained in 
their original quarters, or marched to the capital of Sindia, stated—“ The con- 
tingencies of the detachment are therefore the only expense that can be reason- 
ably eharged to the expedition. "These I rate far below two lakhs of rupees. 
That sum I offer to contribute to this disbursement. I have already deposited it 
within a small amount in the hands of the Sub-Treasurer, and I beg that the 
Board will permit it to be accepted for that service." $ Hastings communicated 
the fact of having advanced this money to his friend Sullivan in a letter dated 
30th August 1780. He wrote—' Do not be surprised, nor misinterpret my 
intention. I had no secret view of catching the public applause by an ostenta- 
tious display of supererogatory virtue, and the temporary sacrifice of my 
own fortune in the hopes of future repayment; the money was not my own; 
it was a peace offering from the Raja of Benares, which he had deputed his 
most confidential servant to Calcutta to make to me, and to solicit my pardon 
for all his past offences. I gave the man assurances of my forgiveness, but 
refused to accept the money, and he was on the point of returning when these 
debates in our Council began. It occurred to me to convert it to a public use ; 
I gave him an opportunity of repeating the offer, and accepted it, directing it to 
be delivered to Mr. Croftes, our Sub-Treasurer, and him to receive it as & deposit 
in my name. It hassince been re-coined, and turns out about two lakhs of cre 
rupees. I believe I shall communicate this fact to the Court of Directors ; but 
if I do not, I give you permission to make what use of the above relation of it you 
think proper, declaring upon my honour that I never will reclaim the money, 
isclai it i I should not have taken it, but for 
and that I disclaim any title to it as not lh AOT 
and on the occasion which induced me to receive it, or one similar to it. 
Hastings did communicate the faet to the Court of Directors. In a letter to 
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them, dated 29ih of November 1780, he wrote- The money was nof m 

and I neither could, nor would have received it, but for your benefit,” 


The acceptance of this present was one ar n ee of TIEN brought 
against Hastings, but After the various Dos a n which he made of 
having received it, it is impossible to believe tha re could have had an ideg of 
converting it to his own use. He ordered it to be deposited in his name because he 
was averse to his opponents in Council having any power over its disbursement 
and for the same reason he worded his offer in such a manner as to lead them to 
suppose that he meant to give it from his own fortune. The perpetual dissensions 
in Council and the almost unremitted opposition made to the measures proposed by 
Hastings induced him to do many unconstitutional acts which he would not have 
done had he been free and unshackled. If he received sums of money without the 
consent of his colleagues, it must be borne in mind that he also expended sums 
of money without their participation or consent. He paid without their know. 
ledge three lakhs of rupees for the uninterrupted passage of our army to the coast, 

d Hastings had also often to spend sums of money on secret service which he had 
P every reason to believe the majority would oppose. When Francis left India 
p and the opposition ceased, the sums of money which Hastings received were 

carried to the public accounts without delay, and without any circuitous pro. i ' 

ceeding. 
Opposition of Francis and Wheler persisted in their opposition to Hastings’ proposals 

pau d regarding the conduct of the war, and Francis wrote an able and comprehensive | 
Sa, et the war. minute in which he attacked vigorously the whole war policy of Hastings. 
«Mhe Governor-General,” he writes, “talks of friends who may be discouraged, 
and who perhaps may be induced to become parties against us. We wish that the 

names of those friends had been mentioned. We do not know that this Gov- | 

ernment has a single friend or ally in India in the true sense of friendship and | 

alliance, which supposes the power of giving assistance and a disposition to 

give it.”* Francis did not deny that feeble measures and advances for peace may 

give strength and presumption to their adversaries, but he added—** We never 

meant to propose feeble measures, which necessarily defeat themselves: nor yet 

do we approve of vigorous measures, in the sense in which vigour has been hitherto 

dd understood, because we are convinced that this Government is unable to sup- 


y Own, 


port them, and that if they could be supported a short time longer they would 
not bring us nearer to our object. Before the commencement of the war we 
foresaw and foretold the principal consequences that would attend it. Wenow 
judge of it by its effects, which we hope will be considered, though every other 
sort of argument should continue to be disregarded.” + 


Brie Barwell’ The tone of the minute and the taunt of failure could not fail to rouse | 
| intention to proceed (He wrath of Hastings. His anger was increased by the belief that Francis | 
TH C est was guilty of a gross breach of faith. Ata meeting of the Council held on the 
20th January 1779 Hastings had delivered a minute in which he discussed 
the intimation given by Mr. Barwell of his intention to return to England. 
He stated it would be fatal to the success of the Mahratta war if it were known 
at Poona and Nagpur that the powers of the Government were “on the eve of | 
devolving to two Members, who have invariably opposed in every stage of its | 
progress the plan which has been publicly adopted for the support of the Com- 
pany's interest on the western side of India, and who, it is universally believed, 
; 2 seize the first means which are offered to them to defeat and annul it alto- 
a gether. He added—* A Member of this Government entrusted with the 
i guardianship of the Company's interests, and of the honour of the British | 
name in India, has not scrupled to propose that we should make an abjet | 
teen to the honourable possessors of the feeble Government of Poona, 
un edging our past faults with a promise of amendment and humbly | 
5g ts their permission for the safe retreat of our army from Berar to its | 
Re and he supported this statement by quoting some remarks made | | 
Barwell vote minute. Hastings then in the most emphatic manner implore l 
D oM 3 carry out his intention of proceeding to England. “I do therefore | 
dm f TA arwell, both by that zeal which he has hitherto so steadily ma” | 
or the interests of our common masters, and even by the ties of à | 


* : E | 
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friendship cemented by a participation of the same labour and sufferings for 
the publie service, that he will not permit the measures in which he has a 
common and equal responsibility with myself to be exposed to the triumph of 
a party, but that he will both continue to afford the support of his presence 
and abilities to the present Government while it yet exists, and that he will 
sufer me to exact from him a declaration to that purpose, not only for my 
own satisfaction but for that of every man who has the Company’s interests or 
the prosperity of this settlement, or the credit of his country at heart, and 
who, I presume to say, expects this sacrifice from him."* Barwell re- 
sponded to the appeal of Hastings and declared that “the reasons that are 
assigned for it by the Governor-General require me absolutely to retract 
the intention. 1 have declared I admit the force of them, and with plea- 
sure declare my determination to support his Government as long as the 
public measures of it shall require."f Francis remarked that he and the Gov- 
ernor-General differed greatly in their respective ideas of national honour. 
“ I have no idea of national honour independent of justice. The projects of ambi- 
tion are usually dangerous. If they are nothing but the projects of ambition, 
they are, in my judgment, always dishonourable. To revert to that pacific 
system which the Company have uniformly prescribed to us, to endeavour to 
conciliate the friendship, which we have unjustly or unwisely departed from, 
ana to return, if it be possible, to the terms of a treaty which we ourselves 
have wantonly violated, are not acts, that will ever, as I think and as I feel, 
bring dishonour on the British name. Iam sure they are the best means of 
preserving our strength and our real influence in India, and I have no doubt 
that they will meet with the highest approbation from home. As long as 
I am trusted with any share in the office of guardian of the British interests 
and honour in this country, thése shall be the principles on which I will invari- 
ably act.” f 
Five days after this acrimonious discussion had taken place in Council it is Accommodation 
somewhat surprising to find Hastings writing to his friend Sullivan as follows er E 
«I have assented to an accommodation with Mr. Francis, the essential points of s 
which are argued." In a letter dated the 4th March he again informed his friend 
of a reconciliation having taken place between himself and Francis, and quotes 
the conditions of the agreement. The first he gives in the following words :— 
“ Mr. Francis will not oppose any measures which the Governor-General shall 
recommend for the prosecution of the war in which we are supposed to be 
engaged with the Mahrattas, or for the general support of the present poli- 
tical system of this Government. Neither will he himself either propose 
or vote with any other member who shall propose any measure which shall 
be contrary to the Governor-General’s opinion in these points." $ He proceeds ; 
to inform Sullivan that * Mr. Barwell, who was privy to the treaty in all 
stages of it, had determined to return to England in consequence with my 
free consent." He then speaks inthe following handsome terms of the man 
who had been for the past five years his bitter foe, and had thwarted him in every 
political action: “ In this instance I have proved the sincerity with which 
I have acted, and my reliance on Mr. Francis’s faith and honour, and I must 
add in testimony of both, and in justification of my own discretion, that he 
has behaved so openly and with so little of the reserve and caution of ce 
actuated by indirect views that I am certain and venture to promise you that I 
shall suffer no loss of power or influence by Mr. Barwell s departure, though 2g 
I shall miss and greatly regret the want of that aid which I might hara ; 
derived from his friendsbip, his jadgment, and his official resources ha i 
stayed, and that I shall find Mr. Francis both true to his c c Ne 
ready and willing to give me his support and assistance to the Pe es d 
for our aeting together as joint members of this Administration; 1 am not the 


least fearful of the reverse.” 


What had lowered the pride of Hastings into 
was the need of a united Government to meet th 


an accommodation with Francis Da betwee 
i 1 üngsand - 
e foreign and internal dangers pincis cara: 
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thom, dated 29ih of November 1780, he wrote—“ The money was not my own, 
and I neither could, nor would have received it, but for your benefit. 

The acceptance of this present was one of the charges of bribery t 
against Hastings, but after the various and frank avowals which he m e P 
having received it, it is impossible to believe that he could have had an idea i 
converting it to his own use. He ordered it to be deposited in his name because he 
was averse to his opponents in Council having any power over its disbursement, 
and for the same reason he worded his offer in such a manner as to lead them to 
suppose that he meant to give it from his own fortune. The perpetual dissensions 
in Council and the almost unremitted opposition made to the measures proposed by 
Hastings induced him to do many unconstitutional acts which he would not have 
done had he been free and unshackled. If he received sums of money without the 
consent of his colleagues, it must be borne in mind that he also expended sums 
of money without their participation or consent. He paid without their know- 
ledge three lakhs of rupees for the uninterrupted passage of our army to the coast. 
Hastings had also often to spend sums of money on secret service which he had 
every reason to believe the majority would oppose. When Francis left India 
and the opposition ceased, the sums of money which Hastings received were 
carried to the public accounts without delay, and without any circuitous pro- 
ceeding. 

Francis and Wheler persisted in their opposition to Hastings’ proposals 


Francis and Wheler yooarding the conduct of the war, and Francis wrote an able and comprehensive 


regarding the 


conduct of the war, minute in which he attacked vigorously the whole war policy of Hastings. 


E Discussion 


to England. 


. regarding Barwell's 
jntention to proceed 


«Phe Governor-General,” he writes, “talks of friends who may be discouraged, 
and who perhaps may be induced to become parties against us. We wish that the 
names of those friends had been mentioned. We do not know that this Gov- 
ernment has a single friend or ally in India in the true sense of friendship and 
alliance, which supposes the power of giving assistance and a disposition to 
give it."* Francis did not deny that feeble measures and advances for peace may 
give strength and presumption to their adversaries, but he added—'* We never 
meant to propose feeble measures, which necessarily defeat themselves: nor yet 
do we approve of vigorous measures, in the sense in which vigour has been hitherto 
understood, because we are convinced that this Government is unable to sup- 
port them, and that if they could be supported a short time longer they would 
not bring us nearer to our object. Before the commencement of the war we 
foresaw and foretold the principal consequences that would attend it. Wenow 
judge of it by its effects, which we hope will be considered, though every other 
sort of argument should continue to be disregarded.” t 
The tone of the minute and the taunt of failure could not fail torouse 
the wrath of Hastings. His anger was increased by the belief that Francis 
was guilty of a gross breach of faith. Ata meeting of the Council held on the 
25th January 1779 Hastings had delivered a minute in which he discussed 
the intimation given by Mr. Barwell of his intention to return to England. 
He stated it would be fatal to the success of the Mahratta war if it were known 
at Poona and Nagpur that the powers of the Government were “on the eve of 
devolving to two Members, who have invariably opposed in every stage of its 
progress the plan which has been publicly adopted for the support of the Com- 
pany's interest on the western side of India, and who, it is universally believed 
will seize the first means which are offered to them to defeat and annul it alto- 
gether.” He added—''A Member of this Government entrusted with the 
guardianship of the Company's interests, and of the honour of the British 
name in India, has not scrupled to propose that we should make an abject 
submission to the honourable possessors of the fecble Government of Poona 
acknowledging our past faults with a promise of amendment and humbl 
entreating their permission for the safe retreat of our army from Berar to its 
nyse, and he supported this statement hy quoting some remarks made by 
pes in à recent minute. Hastings tben in the most emphatic manner implored 
PENS S to carry out hisintention of proceeding to England. “I do therefore 
Z UM EU both by that zeal whieh he has hitherto so steadily mani- 
or the interests of our common masters, and even by the ties of a 
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friendship cemented by a participation of the same labour and sufferings for 
the public service, that he will not permit the measures in which he has a 
common and equal responsibility with myself to be exposed to the triumph of 
a party, but that he will both continue to afford the support of his presence 
ana abilities to the present Government while it yet exists, and that he will 
suÜer me to exact from him a declaration to that purpose, not only for my 
own satisfaction but for that of every man who has the Company's interests or 
the prosperity of this settlement, or the credit of his country at heart, and 
who, I presume to say, expects this sacrifice from him."* Barwell re- 
sponded to the appeal of Hastings and declared that “ the reasons that are 
assigned for it by the Governor-General require me absolutely to retract 
‘ne intention. Ihave declared I admit the force of them, and with plea- 
sure declare my determination to support his Government as long as the 
publie measures of it shall require.’+ Francis remarked that he and the Gov- 
ernor-General differed greatly in their respective ideas of national honour. 
« [ have no idea of national honour independent of justice. The projects of ambi- 
tion are usually dangerous. If they are nothing but the projects of ambition, 
they are, in my judgment, always dishonourable. To revert to that pacific 
system which the Company have uniformly prescribed to us, to endeavour to 
conciliate the friendship, which we have unjustly or unwisely departed from, 
ana to return, if it be possible, to the terms of a treaty which we ourselves 
have wantonly violated, are not acts, that will ever, as I think and as [ feel, 
bring dishonour on the British name. Iam sure they are the best means of 
preserving our strength and our real influence in India, and I have no doubt 
that they will meet with the highest approbation from home. As long as 
I am trusted with any share in the office of guardian of the British interests 
and honour in this country, thése shall be the principles on which I will invari- 
ably act."i 

Five days after this acrimonious discussion had taken place in Council it is Accoremodation 
somewhat surprising to find Hastings writing to his friend Sullivan as follows :— vem ro 
* I have assented to an accommodation with Mr. Francis, the essential points of : 
which are argued." In a letter dated the 4th March he again informed his friend 
of a reconciliation having taken place between himself and Francis, and quotes 
the conditions of the agreement. The first he gives in the following words :— 
« Mr. Francis will not oppose any measures which the Governor-General shall 
recommend for the prosecution of the war in which we are supposed to be 
engaged with the Mahrattas, or for the general support of the present poli- 
tical system of this Government. Neither will he himself either propose 
or vote with any other member who shall propose any measure which shall 
be contrary to the Governor-General’s opinion in these points." § He proceeds 
to inform Sullivan that “ Mr. Barwell, who was privy to the treaty in all 
stages of it, had determined to return to England in consequence with my 
free consent.” He then speaks in the following handsome terms of the man 
who had been for the past five years his bitter foe, and had thwarted him in every 
political action : « In this instance I have proved the sincerity with which 
T have acted, and my reliance on Mr. Francis’s faith and honour, and I must 
add in testimony of both, and in justification of my own discretion, that he 
has behaved so openly and with so little of the reserve and caution of a man 
actuated by indirect views that I am certain and venture to promise you that I 
H" shall suffer no loss of power or influence by Mr. Barwell's departure, though 
| T shall miss and greatly regret the want of that aid which I might have 
derived from his friendship, his judgment, and his official resources had he ues 
stayed, and that I shall find Mr. Francis both true to his engagements and s 
ready and willing to give me his support and assistance to the period destined 
for our acting together as joint members of this Administration; I am not the 


least fearful of the reverse." 


What had lowered the pride of Hastings into an ac 
was the need of à united Government to meet the fore 
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d the very existence of our dominion. The speedy and successful 


atta War ho considered essential to our safety, and it could 
ous termination by vigorous and united action, ‘To 
;ended to make terms with his bitter foe, and 
ho believed that Francis would be true to his engagement. But in g Me dul 
time he discovered the perfidiousness of his adversary. No sooner had t 3 rm 
ture of Barwell again given power to Francis than concessions were demanc : * M 1 
arrogance and were granted. Aslong as they did not arole d) of eee 
policy Hastings conquered his pride. ‘Then Francis was rash c ON 1 to renew his 
tacties of obstruction with regard to the conduct of the war, and Hastings in 
firm but moderate language suggested that his action involved a breach of faith. 
He wrote—* If Mr. Francis (1 am compelled to speak thus plainly) thinks that 
he can better and more effectually conduct the war, to the termination which we 
both profess to aim at; and. that he can in honour deprive me of the right 
which 1 claim to dictate the means of accomplishing it, let him avowedly take 
the lead; but if I am to be charged with the consequences of it, or if the right 
which I claim be justly mine, let him allow me to possess and exercise it. It 
is impossible to combine the principles of enterprise and inaction in the same 
general measure; and as impossible for his sentiments and mine to be brought 
into agreement on the subject of the Mahratta War. I have in vain laboured 
to accommodate them by a studied attention to his opinions in every measure 
which I have ventured to propose in the course of the last 15 months, and 
have restrained myself from urging others which, however proper and neces- 
sary for the occasion exclusively considered, were inconsistent with the actual 
state and temper of this Government."* Francis replied by denouncing the 
entire conduct of the war and refusing to sanction any measure until a 
general outline of the whole. campaign was submitted to him. Hastings felt 
the time for action had arrived. He, however, never allowed himself to 
act on impulse, or to be led by temper. He wrote to his friend —** I debated 
with myself a long time how I should act. I now saw plainly that Mr. 
Francis had deceived me, and that I had no alternative but to let him take 
the rule and laugh at my credulity, or make it a matter too serious for deci- 
sion and to expose the fallacy which he had thus unworthily practised upon me. 
This I did in a very strong but deliberate and temperate charge which I 
had prepared for the next Council-day, which was Monday the 3rd July.” + 
The charge was not laid before the Council till six weeks afterwards during 
which time negotiations were being conducted for both opponents to with- 
draw their respective minutes. On the 14th August, when Hastings saw that 
all attempts to arrive at a compromise were hopeless, he sent it to Francis 
with a private note, and next day it was laid before the Council. It opens with 
the assumption that the minute signed by Francis and Wheler attacking the 
war was written entirely by the former, and with an expression of disappoint- 
ment that the hint conveyed by Hastings had not “awakened in the breast of 
Francis, if it were susceptible of such sensations, a consciousness of the 
faithless part he was acting towards him." § 
“í T have been disappointed, and must now assume a plainer style and a louder tone. In 
a word, my objections do not lie to the special matter of his minutes to which I shall separ- 
ately reply, but to the spirit of opposition which dictated them. I have lately offered various 
plans for the operations of the war. These have been successively rejected, as I have success- 
i euended 2d RH to Seramin date them to Mr. Francis’s objections. I had a 
o his implicit acquiescence, h T d vice requiring i 3 
execution, and I Lass freed it from the Us tin Pos Bade lont! USER: 
aa In answer he says that he adheres to the reasons which had before induced him to 
withhold his consent, and composedly invites me to lay before the Board a complete detail of 
the plan for conducting the war, a comparative statement of the whole of the Sue ath the 
whole of the means of attaining it, and the final extent of my demands on OM hinttas or 
what concession I would make to them, and he promises to enter into the sob dor of 
these points with the utmost candour. If his design in this enquiry was simply t gain i f 
ation, I might refer him to the large aud confidential di Duas epo à inform- 
: S iscussions in which I have laid a 


which threatene 
termination of the Mahr 
only be conducted to a prosper 
be free to act vigorously he condesc 
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my views open fo his, with all the grounds on which they were formed. If his purpose wa 
to enable him to form a more clear or competent judgment of the plans which I pi ies ovdi. 
its object would be lost in the time required for the deliberation. But in truth I do Pot trate 
to his promise of candour, convinced that he is incapable of it, and that his sole purpose and 
wish are to embarrass and defeat every measure which J may undertake, or which may tend 
even to promote the public interests, if my credit is connected with theres Such has baan the 
tendency and such the manifest spirit of all his actions from the beginning. Almost every 
measure proposed by me has for that reason had his opposition to it. When carried pue 
his opposition, and too far engaged to be withdrawn, yet even then and in every stage of it 
his labours to overcome it have been unremitted, every disappointment and inisfortune have 
been aggravated by him, and every fabricated tale of armies devoted to famine, or to massacre 
have found their first and ready way to his office, where it was known they would meet the 
most weleome reception. To the same design may be attributed the annual computation of 
declining finances and an exhausted treasury. Computations which, though made in the time 
of abundance, must verge to truth at last, from the effect of a discordant Government, not a 
constitutional decay. To the same design shall I attribute the policy of accelerating the boded 
event, and creating an artificial want, by keeping up an useless hoard of treasure and with- 
holding it from a temporary circulation.” 


apma E 


« [ am aware of the answer which will be made to these imputations, and I will antici- 
pate it. Mr. Francis may safely deny them, for they are incapable of positive evidence. He 
may complain of the injustice and indecency of assuming the interpretation of his thoughts, 
and assigning intentions to him, upon the reality of which he alone can pronounce with 
certainty. He may claim an equal right to recriminate upon me, and to pass the same free 
judgment upon the motives which have influenced my publie actions. Against such conclu- 
sions I trust that my character will be sufficient to defend me, unless some known instance or 
it can be produced as a warrant for them, and such I am certain does not exist, either known of t 
or unknown." [ 

« My authority for the opinion which I have declared concerning Mr. Francis depends 
upon facts which have passed within my own certain knowledge. 1 judge of his publie con- 
duct by my experience of his private, which I have found to he void of trath and honour. 
This is a sure. charge, but temperately and deliberately made from the firm persuasion that 
I owe this justice to the public and to myself, as the only redress to both, for artifices of which 
I have been a victim, and which threaten to involve their interests with disgrace and ruin— 
the only redress for a fraud for which the law has made no provisions is the exposure of it." * 


In support of this allegation Hastings proceeded to quote the first 
article of the agreement and he added—* By the sanction of this engage- 
ment and the liberal professions which accompanied it, I was induced to 
part with the friend to whose generous and honourable support steadfastly 
yielded in a course of six years Iam indebted for the existence of the little 
power which I have ever possessed in that long and disgraceful period to throw 
myself on the mercy of Mr. Francis, and on the desperate hazard of his integ- 

rity. lt was impossible to afford a stronger demonstration of the good faith 

with which I entered into this accommodation, nor of my confidence in his, 
i than thus consenting to deprive myself of the means of breaking the engage- 
li ment on my part, and of preventing the breach of it on his; and surely this 
difference in our relative situations ought to have impressed him with a sense 
of what he owed to the delicacy attending it, and have made him dread even 
an approach towards the precise line of his obligations by the slightest advan- 
tage taken of my inability to repel it, and how much more ought it to have 
restrained him from the direct transgression of it.” t 


After the Council had risen, Hastings received a challenge from Francis Dadi baee 
which was accepted. On the morning of the 17th August the duel took place, P aig 
and Francis was shot through the body. On the 11th of September he again 
took his seat at the Council Board and delivered in a minute in answer 
to the charges brought against him by Hastings. In it he stated :— 
* On the point in issue I can only declare, as Ido now in the most solemn manner, that I 
never was party to the engagement stated by Mr. Hastings or had a thought of being bound by 
it. In one of our conversations in February last, he desired me to read a paper of memoran- 
dums, among which, l presume, this article was inserted. I returned it to him the minute 
] had read it with a declaration that I do not agree to, or hold myself bound by the contents 
of it, or to that effect. From that time I have never seen the paper.” = 


After denying that he had bound himself to any agreement, Francis stated 
that “the agreement he meant to enter into with respect to the Mahratta war, 
was to prosecute the operations actually existing on the Malabar coast, which 
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x 
ince the campaign has begun, and General Goddard had already taken the field, 
T thought should be pushed on as vigorously as possible. A , 
i i 'gue he time the Malwa expedi- 
To support this declaration he ar gued ns at thi mae e Į 
tion had never been even hinted to him, and there was 


sumption that np to that period the Governor-General had not had that 


EN ton ation, or that he must then have abandoned all thoughts of it."T 
ation, i 


sure in contemp! 

era. to Mr. Barwell having gone home only on the strength of the agreement 
having been made he remarked 2 ER ye to, 
“ae d a Pe sl MAE ru d home last season at all 
ao il AUN Swallow was kept for several months on purpose for him. 4s eM. 
ius pained something, and eould iose nothing, by his agreement SEU me: Eod : a P 
But as Mr. Barwell's going home was never demanded b me, Dor act E ered in 
agreement, I have no concern in Mr. Hastings’ motives for consenting to 1 

se Barwell no doubt was most anxious to escape from the wee o A 
thankless office, but he had promised Hastings in the most pap ic poor 
at the Council Board “to retract the intention of leaving.” § e. E ee 
break the promise without the consent of Hastings, and it 5 mee y n 
probable that Hastings would have given his consent, unless ne ha me an 
agreement with Francis. Months previous to the quarrel, Hastings wro : » 
follows to a friend: “ Mr. Barwell on the strength of this negociation has Lavy 
taken his passage in the Swallow which will be despatched express to Poe. 
land as soon as this point is determined. At least one well-informec 
person did not consider that Barwell, as Francis stated, was determined to go home 
at all events. Sir Elijah Impey ina letter dated the 18th August 1780, the very 
day the duel was fought between Hastings and Francis, wrote —“ Mr. Barwell 
left this country on the strongest assurances that Mr. Francis would coincide 
with Mr. Hastings, or he would never have gone.” 


Hastings did not reply to the minute of Francis for some time as “ other cases 
of a stronger obligation have required and have engrossed the whole of my atten- 
tionand I now revert to it with reluctance as to a necessary, yet unavailing 
duty."| He reaffirmed with the utmost earnestness that there was an engage- 
ment. “ What that engagement was I have expressed in terms in my minute of 
the 3rd July. Mr. Francis in answer declares, and ‘in the most solemn manne, 
that he never was party to the engagement stated by me, or had a thought of 
being bound by it? What can I say tosuch a declaration but to declare on my 
part in as solemn a manner that Mr. Francis was a party to the engagement 
which T have stated? This I now do most solemnly declare, and may God be 
the judge between us."€ He asserted that it was Sir John Day who proposed to 
him an accommodation with Francis, and that he accepted the offer solely on the 
indispensable condition “that Mr. Francis should agree to depart from his opposi- 
tion to the politícal measures proposed by me, and allow me, without exception 
or qualification, to prescribe the mode of conducting the Mahratta war. 
This point was along time contested by Mr. Francis, but was at length adjusted 
finally in this manner, that Mr. Francis should not oppose me, nor yet charge 
himself with the responsibility of any proposal made by me which had any rela- 
tion to the war, but support it by his vote as the result of a general measure 
which he had originally disapproved, and which he now left with the responsi- 
bility properly annexed to its original contriver,”’** 

Hastings proceeds—'* This point being thus settled I drew it u 
piece of. paper in the words which I have already quoted, w 
some had, and some had not, received our final and mutual a 
with some apology I shewed to Mr. Francis, desiring him to read it attentively, and to inform 
me whether he agreed to the conditions as I had expressed them, or to point out his excen- 
tions. To the first. article, which is that of the present question, he replied hastily, and with 
every appearance of satisfaction, that he entirely agreed to it, adding among other expressions, 
as I well remember, that his meaning plainly was not to avail himself of Mr. Barwell's des 
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parture from the Council to oppose me in any political point which he could not have carried 
had Mr. Barwell continued, The other articles received some variations and were all finally 
regulated at the same meeting. Of these, as they do not relate to the question before me, L 
shall take no further notice. Forthe truth of this narrative I appeal to Sir John Day, to 
mhon I daily EE what passed on this business, and to Mr, Barwell, to whale 
ike manner related the daily progress of it. They will both attest that my relation of it 
at the time was exactly the same as I now repeat it. It is impossible to suggest a motive 
which 1 could have had to deceive them at such a time and on such a subject and as 
impossible that I myself should be deceived when I took such means to ascertain ae Yet 
Mr. Francis affirms that ‘he returned the paper to me the moment he had read it with a 
declaration that he did not agree to it, or held himself bound by the contents of it.”* 

Hastings meets the statement of Francis, that the agreement which he meant 
to enter into with respect to the Mahrattas was limited to the operations on the 
Malabar coast, by quoting an article of a treaty with the Rana of Gohud which 
clearly proved that a diversion in the Province of Malwa formed a part of the 
measures projected and actually existing before the agreement was concluded. 
Ile added—“ When I proposed the execution of it other circumstances had 
recently occurred. General Goddard had solicited us to make such a diversion 
in his favour, and the Commander-in Chief had passionately recommended. it 
as the only means of bringing the war to a speedy termination."f Francis 
replied: “In an argument of the kind the strictest precision of dates should 
be observed and the facts stated in the order in which they happened. On 
this principle I join issue with the Governor-General and affirm in his own 
terms that when he proposed the execution of the measure (that is, on the 12th 
June last) General Goddard had not solicited us to make a diversion in his 
favour. The fact, if it exists, is capable of immediate and direct proof.” $ 
Hastings supplied the immediate and direct proof by producing a letter from 
General Goddard, forwarded through the Commander-in-Chief, which contained 
the following words: “It would certainly be of advantage to the operations 
of the war on this side to cause a powerful diversion to be made on the other, 
which could not fail to distress and divide their attention exceedingly.” § With 
regard to the request of Francis that the strictest precision of dates should be 
observed Hastings remarked: * In compliance with the rule preseribed by Mr. 
Francis I have been careful to annex the dates to the preceding extracts and for 
greater precision will repeat them with the facts stated in the order in which 
they happened. General Goddard’s letter to Sir Eyre Coote is dated the 38th 
March and was recorded in our Consultation of the 29th May. My minute 
which contained the first proposition of the expedition was dated the 12th 
June."| Francis tried to escape from the dilemma in which he was placed by a 
petty quibble. He wrote: “ In denying that General Goddard had solicited 
us to make such a diversion in his favour, I took the proposition literally as it 

was stated. I was perfectly sure that he had never addressed the Board to 
that effect, and that a request or opinion from him had never been urged in 
support of the motion of the 12th of June. Whether his letter to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, recorded on the 29th of May, be equivalent to a solicitation 
to us to make a diversion in his favour, in the sense in which the fact was asserted 
and denied, I submit to judgment." Hastings indignantly answered: s Mr 
Francis may avail himself as he can of the distinction between a solicitation made 
by General Goddard through the channel of the Commander-in-Chief to the Board 
and one directly addressed to the Board. It is sufficient for me that it came 
regularly before us. I shall not waste my time nor his in such à Ur 
I repeat that Mr. Francis's engagement was absolute and unqualified ; that E 
his own explanation of it the measure 1n question made a part - it Dom 
was found peculiar to it and existed at the time. The assertion t 5 migh 
have abandoned it in February is no proof that I did. I did E MET UE 
osed, or, to use Mr. Francis's words, it * was renewed’ in June. woe 0 ^ 
concurrence in it remained the same notwithstanding any interme jate os - 
nas Thus ended the long war between Hastings and Francis. No 
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espective minutes of the two men without 
coming to the conclusion that Francis was guilty of a gross breach of de ' 
Hastings had exeused himself for delaying to answer the E o 
Francis on the ground that matters of greater importance had ng M 
attention, The matter of grenter importance was the preservation gu a 
State from the formidable league formed for the destruction of it. News aC 
reached the Council from Madras that Hyder had entered the Carnatic, des- 
iroyed an army, and driven Sir Hector Munro to the walls of Fort St. George. 
Sir Edward llughes sent tidings of his having received undoubted intel- 
ligence that seven sail of the line and seven thousand land forces had left France 
and were intended to co-operate with the enemies of England in India. Thirty 
thousand Mahratta horse were encamped on the western frontier of Bengal; an 
invasion of. Behar by the Mahrattas was also expected; the Nizam professed hos- 
tility ; Nujiff Khan threatened Oudh and the forces of Mahdajee Sindia threatened 
Corah and Allahabad, while General Goddard was opposed by the whole power 
of Poona. Then the spirit, judgment, and decision of Hastings shone forth. At 
a meetine of the Council held on the 25th September 1780, he declared it was 
not a time ** for either long deliberation at home or the formal and tedious pro- 
cess of negotiations abroad.” ‘The crisis demanded ** the most instant, powerful, 
and even hazardous exertion of the Government to avert the event portended 
by so many concurrent difficulties."* He proposed, though his army was small 
and his treasury almost exhausted, that a considerable supply of treasure and 
a large body of troops should be sent to Madras, and that Sir Eyre Coote should 
be requested to take the command of the Carnatic Army. His “ military expe- 
rience,” he wrote, “and above all the high estimation in which his name is held by 
the world, and especially by that part of it where it was principally acquired, 
mark him as the only possible instrument to retrieve our past disgraces, or to 
preserve the British interests and possessions in the Carnatic from utter ruin. 
Our armies which have been so long formed to the habits of conquest will not 
easily recover from the impression of the dreadful reverse which has lately 
befallen them, nor be brought to act with their former confidence under un- 
successful commanders. ‘Jhe addition of numbers will not relieve their appre- 
hensions, and will not but contribute to oppress the hands which have been 
already proved too weak to sustain the weight of an inferior charge.”’+ To 
all the propositions except the motion respecting the Commander-in-Chief, 
Francis and Wheler objected on the ground that Bengal was their first object, 
that the danger was at their door, and consequently they could spare no troops 
and not half the supply of treasure which Hastings proposed to send to Mad- 
ras. Sir Eyre Coote concurred with the Governor-General and the casting 
vote of Hastings preserved India to Great Britain. 
. . His opposition to the relief of our defeated army at Madras was the last 
important official act of Philip Francis. In November he set sail for Eng- 
land, a disappointed and baffled man. The two objects nearest to his heart, 
the humiliation of Hastings and the government of India, had eluded his 
grasp. ‘I am now,” he wrote shortly after he landed, ** I think on the road to 
be Governor of Bengal which I believe is the first situation in the world 
attainable by a subject”? But he had miscalculated the mental vigour and 
Pay of his opponent. The struggle between them for five years 
had been a severe one, and Francis left India defeated only to renew the war 
in England. With ceaseless vigilance and concentrated industry he worked to 
procure the recall of his enemy and to gain the coveted office. He enjoyed the 
triumph of seeing his foe impeached, and he endured the bitter disappointment 
of seeing him acquitted after a trial of seven years during which his activity 
e PS a Rocio Wis unremitting to the end. The inveterate hostility which 
EN o neis agitat inde 
; 7 crea g 
Nr be concerned," p m of tbe great ambition of his ue Iwi 
he oe Hastings has cured me of that folly. I was tried and 
Cui T eee iere was about his nature a pertinacity which nothing 
» Six and twenty years did he pursue with unwearied zeal and 
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industry his object. "Then, when Pitt died and the Whig party came into office 
he believed the prize to be within his grasp. The death of Cornwallis had left 
the Governor-Generalship of India once more vacant. But the new Ministers 
as Lord Brougham said, could no more have obtained the East India Company's 
consent to the appointment of Francis than they could have transported the 
Himalaya mountains to Leadenhall Strect.* ‘The fixed ideas and ungovernable 
temper of the man must have brought ruin to their dominion. In one of the 
1 | last speeches he ever delivered in the House of Commons, Francis denounced the 
| second Mahratta war in the same vigorous terms in which he had denounced the 
first Mahratta war in the council chamber at Bengal. He regarded our suc- 
cesses in India in the same light that he regarded our successes in the Penin- 
sula, as a series of mistakes, and Hastings and Wellington he considered to be 
both buuglers.T ‘The appointment of Lord Minto to the Governor-Generalship 
put an end to the dream of his life. He never recovered the disappointment 
and the bitter remembrance of failure accompanied him into retirement. On 
the 25th March 1807 he asked a few questions on the affairs of India including 
the mutiny of Vellore, and this was the last act of the long and active poli- 
tical career of Philip Francis. 


At a consultation held on the 26th September 1780 Sir Eyre Coote presented Cheyt Sing- 
a plan forthe defence of Bengal and Oudh which he had sketched at the desire 
of the Board. Asaninvasion of Behar was expected, Sir Eyre Coote proposed to 
Hy. station a large body of infantry in that province, together with two regiments 
y of horse and one thousand or as many of Cheyt Sing’s cavalry as they could pro- 
H cure. This was the origin of the demand for cavalry from Cheyt Sing. It was sug- 
| gested by Eyre Coote and not by Hastings, who is aecused by Macaulay of making 
the demand in order to fasten a quarrel on Cheyt Sing whom he had determined 
to plunder.$ On the 9nd November the attention of the Board was again drawn 
to the want of cavalry, and Hastings was requested to write to Cheyt Sing for 
such as he could spare. In December the Resident of Benares wrote to Hastings i 
that he had repeatedly pressed the Raja on the subject of the cavalry but could 
obtain noanswer. The next month he wrote that the Raja said he had but thirteen 
hundred in his service, and that all except two hundred and fifty were abso- 
lutely necessary for collecting the revenue. On the 21st May 1781 Hastings 
proposed to the Board that he should visit Oudh in order to have an interview 
i with the Nawab whose province had fallen into a state of great disorder and 
| confusion. He also stated that he hoped to take advantage of his visit to Oudh 
NI to conclude negotiations with the Raja of Benares. At this time the Council 
| consisted only of two members, Wheler and Hastings—and as ihe latter had 
Í thecasting vote the request was purely formal. Hastings proposed that his 
i colleague should during his absence consider himself “as possessed of the full 
| ` powers of the Governor-General and Council of this Government, as 1n effect he 
is by the Constitution, and he may be assured that if sanction and concurrence 
shall be or be deemed necessary for the confirmation of this measure, he shall 
receive them."| He also formally procured from the Couneil credentials 
which, besides granting to him power to make treaties with any of the Chiefs or 
Powers of Hindostan, also invested him ** with full power and authority to form 
such arrangements with the Raja of Benares for the better goverament of the 
zemindary, and to perform such acts for the improvement of the interest which 
| - the Hon’ble Company possesses in it, as he shall think fit and consonant to 
11 the mutual relation and actual engagement subsisting between the Company 
and the Raja. T Burke afterwards regarded this division of power as criminal. 


* Statesmen of the time of George III. Brougham. 
Memoirs of Sir Philip Francis, Merivale, Vol. II, page 369. : " 
rn the denth of Lord Cornwallis my right or claim to succeed bim, though supported by His Royal Highness, 
: B was: superseded by the coalition in 1806." Memorandum writes by Francis. 
E § Macaulay writes :—“< Hastings was determined to plunder Cheyt Sing and for ae Eos ER fasten a quarrel on 
| him. Accordingly the Raja was now required to keep a body of cavalry for the service o overnment. : 
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word arrangements plainly implied that the Governor 
was to arrange such acis as be should think consonant to the po eae ee, 

t subsisting between the Company and the Raja in an amicab Oy ay, an 
ment hostile manner. Lord Thurlow in discussing the charge quoted 
ire enlente of Vansittart, Clive, and Cornwallis to show that Paste pad 
right to delegate and assume the powers of Government on great and emergent 


occasions. 

Before starting for Bena 
others that he intended to 
assured that he had amassed 


Itwas argued that the 


res, Hastings informed Wheler, his colleague, and 
fine Cheyt Sing fifty lakhs of rupees. He was 
a very large sum of money, and he regarded his 
reluctance to aid the sovereign power as an additional proof of his disaffection 
;e. and he determined,” as he said, “to make him pay largely 
and a grave offence, “and he determined, as he sare, : i UE E ton 
for his pardon, to exact a severe vengeance for his ER EG oc x uud 
his guilt the means of relief to the Company's distress.’ On reaching UM 
Hastings transmitted to the Raja a statement of his offences. He informed 
him that the danger to which the detachment of Major Carnae was exposed 
was due to his not paying the war subsidy of 1780 whieh he by letter 
had guaranteed to do. 

“Relying on this agreement and promise I gave orders to Mr. Fowke, who was then 
Resident at this place, to receive money and remit it to Colonel Carnae for the pay of the army 
which had been ordered to mareh towards the Provinee of Malwa, and I made no other pro- 
vision for it such was my confidence in your faith; but you deceived me, and after having 
made the first payment of a few rupees, eitner consulting the temper of the times, or con- 
forming to a premeditated design, you by shifts and pretexts withheld the remainder until the 
army for whose use it was intended was reduced to the last state of distress. Many hundreds 
deserted, and had au enemy at that time appeared against them their total destruction had 
been inevitable, In all this time daily applications were made to you by the Resident, and I 
wrote repeated letters to you, but you paid no regard to either." He added— Besides this, 
I required, in the name of the Governor-General and Council by letter, and ordered Mr. 
Fowke to repeat the requisition in person, that you should furnish a body of horse to assist 
anl act with the armies of the Company, and when Mr. Markham succeeded Mr. Fowke I gave 
him orders to repeat the demand, which he did accordingly with frequent and almost dazly 
importunity, limiting the number to 1,500 and afterwards to 1,000. To this demand you 
returned evasive answers, nor to this hour have you contributed a single horseman.” * 

Hastings closes the letter in the following emphatic manner :— 

* I pass over the instances of your couduetin which through the means of your secret agents 
you have endeavoured to excite disorder in the Government on which you depend, and your 
neglect of the duty which you owe to it, and to the subjects of this zemindary, by suffering 
the daily perpetration of robberies and murders, even in the streets of the city of Benares itself, 
to the great and public scandal of the English name, and in violation of one of the conditions 
on which you received the confirmation of this zemindary. But as the two foregoing instances 
amount to a direct charge of disaffection and infidelity to the Government on which you depenc, 
and happened at a time in which it was your duty most especially to have exerted yourself in 
the support of its interests, 1 have therefore judged it proper to state them to you thus fully 
in writing, and to require your answer to them, and this I expect immediately.” + 3 

Tothe charges brought against him by Hastings, the Raja replied, that he 
obeyed the orders “ with the utmost readiness. **** I sent first one lack of rupees 
with an answer to yourletter. Afterwards having paid to Mr. Fowke the sum of 
one lack and seventy thousand rupees, I sent a letter requesting a further allowance 
of time to make some preparations. To this I received noreply. It being no time 
to delay notwithstanding this I was not 2 moment inattentive to this concern, 
and as soon as my Buxey arrived I paid immediately the remaining part of the 

sum. The remitting of this to the army did not depend upon me; if any delay 
pened on this head I could not help it. If besides the payment of the money 
Don aoe of it also to the army had rested with me, a delay of this kind 
VH Nm happened. t The answer was false in all its parts. He did not 
pay E A m the 5th August 1780, though the demand was made in the 

, and then he refused to pay any further sum until he had got an 
m e 2 letter he had wriiten to H astings requiring further time to dispose 
effects. To Tis representation the Raja said he received no reply, though 
lately sent strongly expressive of the Board's displeasure at 
ey said they knew to be futile. This expression of displeasure 
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did not hasten the payment, which was not finally made until the 18th of 
October 1780, although the Raja promised it in the month of July. With regard 
to his not furnishing cavalry the Raja replied: “In compliance with your 
wishes I collected five hundred horses and a substitute for the remainder five 
hundred burkundasses, of which I sent you information, and I told Mr. Mark- 
ham that they were ready to go to whatever place they should be sent. No 
answer, however, came from you in this head, and I remained astonished at 
the cause of it. Repeatedly I asked Mr. Markham about an answer to my letter 

i about the horse, but he told me that he did not know the reason of no answer 
T. 2 having been sent; I remained astonished.”* The answer of Cheyt Sing well 
AF ; deserves the description given of it by Hastings; it was “not only unsatis- 
factory in substance but offensive in style.” It also afforded a strong indica- 
tion of that spirit of independency which the Raja had for some years assumed. 
* Under these alarming appearances of the Raja’s conduct and disposition,” 
wrote Hastings, * I conceived myself indispensably obliged to form some im- 
mediate and decisive plan for obviating their consequences, and for the preserv- 
ation of the Company’s rights and interests in this zemindary. To have left 
him in the full exercise of powers which he had notoriously abused, and which 
it was to be apprehended he would employ to the most dangerous purposes, was 
totally inconsistent with the maxims of justice and prudence. ‘To divest him 
entirely of the zemindary, though justifiable on the grounds stated above, 
would be attended with an appearance of severity, and might have furnished 
grounds for construction unfavourable to the credit of our Government and 
to my own reputation, from the natural influence which every act of rigour 
exercised in the persons of men who stand in elevated stations, is apt to impress 
on the minds of those who are too remote from the scene of action to judge by 
any evidence but of the direct facts themselves of their motives or propriety.” $ 
After weighing the conflicting considerations, Hastings ordered the Resident to Arrest of Cheyt 
put Cheyt Sing under arrest, and he sent two companies of the sepoys that he had “"* 
brought with him to Benares, to mount guard in the Raja's palace. A numer- 
ous body of armed men from the Raja’s fortified palace at Ramnagar suddenly 
crossed the river, attacked and massacred the whole party. The sepoys having 
no ammunition fell without resistance. The Raja escaped and fled to his 
fortress Luteefgarh. Hastings in his letter dated 27th August 1781 writes :— 
“On the 19th a large force returned to Ramnagar. Captain Blair with his battalion and 
Captain Mayaffre with the remainder of Major Popham's detachment were ordered to assemble 
for the attack of that place, and Major Popham to join and conduct the operations according to 
a concerted plan. The two corps having joined, Captain Mayaffre, the senior officer, without 
waiting for Major Popham, against orders, on the morning of the 3 20th, marched precipitately 
into the narrow streets of the town where, in an instant, he fell with Captain Doxatt and 35 
rangers, and almost all the sepoys of Captain Blair's battalion that had entered with him ; 
the rest of the detachment returned to Chunar with the loss of two guns, one howitzer, and 
103 men of all denominations killed. J was in Benares with the broken remains of Major 
Popham’s first party, consisting of about 400 men, in a place ineapable of defence even with 
equal numbers. Preparations were making to attack me. I waited till the evening for a 
battalion ordered from Chunar to reinforce our party; at 7 repeated intelligence arrived that 
the Raja’s boats were in motion; no news had arrived of the battalion from Chunar. — Tt was 
resolved to meet it and mareh with it to Chunar. ‘The resolution was instantly carried into 
execution. We passed the battalion which returned and overtook us, and on the 22nd at day- 
break we gained the bank of the river opposite to Chunar, having met no opposition. The 
detachment crossed on the morning of the 28rd. The Raja’s forces are divided between 
Ramnagar and Lutefgarh. His family is at Bidjeygur. His fixed establishment exceeds 
10,000 men, and all his recruits bear arms. Major Popham isencamped on the plain east of 
the fort. I expect to be joined by a regiment from Cawnpore which are ordered for my guard 
at Lueknow. Lieutenant Polhill, with six companies of the Nabob’s guard, are at hani, and 
Major Moses Crawford’s battalions. My only distress is the want of money and is BL $ 
The insurrection at Benares seems to have produced a strong impression on 
the mind of Hastings, for he wrote to his colleagues : “ My regrets for the 
past are personal. 1 shall ever retain the painful remembrance of that scene 
of blood of which I have been too near a spectator, and which no future return 
of prosperity can ever efface from my mind, but in the prospect before me I 
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i Ona to expect the happiest termination of it in the 
mune ae ais Bee ond iafuence of Ries Comnany; and that the past 
MOREM e buts to the permanency of both by prompt ing us to guard 
ESO the secret growth of the like evil which has produced it."* Ps 

p Tn a letter dated the {th September, Hastings announces to the Board x x 
Captain Blair with his battalion and two Canis of DTE pres 
and two guns (6-pounders) had attacked the enemy co Ae s x S ue a, n 

iles from Chunar. “They were prepared to receive him, anc OOO voy quits 
Paane; aftera very long action, the fortune of pU UN m D 
our favour by a bold but well-judged manœuvre. Ep : m gel a i n ee 
erenadier companies to attack two guns which were pos z ie n: ED 
galled his troops exceedingly. The attack succeeded, and the tw o guns were 
turned on the enemy who were soon after totally routed. Captain Blair br ought 
off three of their guns and spiked the fourth, the carriage of pion as abd: 
he also brought away one of their tumbrils and all his own loadec with t reir 
ammunition, three more of their tumbrils with much loose pow der w ere blown 
up on the field, Captain Blair having no means of bringing them away. He 
was obliged to leave about 1,500 of their shot piled in a village. The enemy's 
numbers are reputed 8 or 9,000 men. Captain Blair judges them from appear- 
ance to be only 3,000 or 4,000; they were their prime men. Our loss, which 
I add with regret, exceeds 108 killed and wounded, theirs must be proportion- 
ately more though unknown. It is remarkable that the enemy's artillery and 
carriages made at Ramnagar are almost equal to ours; their cartridges and port- 
fires compounded with equal skill, and their powder much better. "t 


Capture of Luttoef- Information having reached Major Popham regarding the state of the two 
poor. 


jenares, 


fortresses of Lutteefpoor and Pateeta which led him to suppose that they 
might be easily captured, he determined to attack them without delay, 
and for that purpose divided his army into two detachments. “The first detach- 
ment,” wrote Hastings, “marched on the night of the 15th by a large cir- 
cuit through almost impracticable ways. But the spirit of the officers and men 
surmounted every difficulty. In places where the guns could not be drawn 
by bullocks, the sepoys lifted them up the rocks, and at length on the morning 
of the 26th they arrived at the heights lying behind and above the fort of 
Lutteefpoor, at a place called Lora, which commands a pass descending to 
Lutteefpoor and reputed inaccessible against opposition but from above.. The 
profound secrecy with which this expedition was undertaken, and to which the 
security of the enemy in a region so unfrequented not a little contributed, 
prevented any opposition to our troops in the diffieult parts of their route. 
Their first movement only but neither their strength nor destination was known 
till their very near approach. At Lora they met a body of 2,000 of the enemy 
whieh they defeated and dispersed with little loss on our side, but on theirs of 
200 men killed on the spot. The next morning they took possession of the 
pass and of the fort of Lutteefpoor which they found evacuated." 


Tune return to On the 25th September Hastings returned to Benares where he found the 


city restored to a state of order and tranquillity. He issued proclama- 
tions offering pardon to all except Cheyt Sing and his brother ** whom their late 
rebellious conduct and their rancour manifested to our nation in the deli- 
berate murder of many of our soldiers, and even unarmed passengers who had 
the misfortune to fall into their hands, precluded from every title of mercy."$ A 
grandson of Raja Bulwunt Sing by a daughter was proclaimed Raja with great 
form and solemnity. Hastings also took steps for the protection of the persons 
and property of the inhabitants of the sacred city. When the sovereignty of 
Benares was ceded to the Company the superintendence of the police was for- 
mally made over by the English to Cheyt Sing, but the arrangement proved 
a disastrous failure. “From this period," wrote Hastings, “the appearance 
of public justice was gradually effaced till at last without any system of police, 
any courts of Judicature, or any awe of the sovereign power, the inhabitants of 
Benares were guilty of enormities and crimes which reflected the greatest disgrace 
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on the government to which they were subjects. The relations and dependants 
of the Raja, or the merchants whose credit was usefulin the payment of his 
revenue, might violate the rights of their fellow citizens with impunity and 
the sacred character of a Brahmin or the high rank of the offender were con- 
siderations which stamped a pardon on the most flagitious crimes."* j 


"m RAY 1 s " E JN E H " H , 
To remedy this scandalous state of affairs Hastings established distinct Mains reforme 


departments for the police and for the civil and criminal jurisdiction of the city, Hia 


and placed them under the regulation and control of a chief magistrate who 
was subject to the immediate orders of the Governor-General and Council. 
The person chosen by Hastings to fill the office of chief magistrate was a 
Mabomedan, Ally Ibrahim Khan, “a man who has long been personally known 
to myself and, I believe, to many individuals of our Government, and whose 
character for moderation, disinterestedness, and good sense will bear the tests 
of the strictest enquiry.” t The Board on hearing of this appointment expressed 
a regret that “ the incapacity of the more dignified characters of the Gentoo 
religion to conduct the management of such a trust prevented you and must 
ever do so from promoting them to high office.”} Regarding the measures 
which Hastings had taken for thé better administration of the city of Benares his 
colleagues expressed their warmest approval in the following terms: “ Your 
guarded attention to the security and convenience of the pilgrims, and your 
abolition of those taxes and embarrassments which have grown against them 
from the rapacity of a corrupt Government, are peculiarly to your credit.” They 
added— j 

** Even in a political view your arrangements upon the subject are interesting, and may 
lead to the most important consequences. All Indostan from the source of the Ganges to Cape 
Comorin is interested in the happy regulation of the police of Benares, and the "unpolluted 
tranquillity of its colleges. The leading Mahrattas with whom we are at war are strongly 
attached to this supposed residence of the purity of their religion. 

« Prom these considerations we beg leave to suggest to you whether it would not be proper 
to publish in the different languages of India the regulations you have adopted. A very short 
time will spread them over all Indostan, which, with the reports of the pilgrims upon their 
return, cannot but impress the natives with the mild liberality and attention of our Govern- 
ment. 

« Even among the different nations of Europe whose learned enquiries have been of late 
particularly directed to the religious antiquities and early knowledge of the sciences in this 
country, it will be matter of satisfaction and admiration and of consequent credit to our 
Government that Benares, in which you were so dangerously exposed, should remain so deeply 
indebted to your careful regulation and proteetion.$^ 


The measures so warmly applauded by his colleagues were afterwards as Sa 


ng, 


forcibly denounced by the managers of the impeachment. The first charge 
brought against Hastings was regarding his conduct towards Cheyt Sing. He 
was accused of violating a treaty with an independent Prince, unjustly com- 
polling him to pay five lakhs of rupees annually for three years, intending to 
impose upon him an enormous fine for imputed delinquency, and causing 
his person to be arrested. Burke took infinite pains to prove that Cheyt 
Sing was made independent of the English Government in every respect 
except that of paying to it annually twenty-three lakhs of rupees, and that 
the Government had irrevocably bound itself down not to exact in any case 
a larger sum. It is however clear beyond all question that Cheyt Sing was 
a dependent on Sujah Dowla || and afterwards on the British Government and 
consequently responsible to Hastings in his character as Governor- General. 
As Hastings said in his defence at the bar of the House of Commons: “He 
was neither more nor less than a zamindar. His sunnud and potah were 


4 Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 12th November 1781, Volume III, page 815. 
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See translation of ihe new cowlnama or agreement and translation of the pottah given by the Nawab Sujab-ud- 
Yowla to Cheyt Sing—Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 4th October 1773, Volume I, page 56. 

« Whereas by virtue of a treaty with the Nawab Asoph-ud-Dowla concluded on the 20th of Rabbey.ul-Awul 1189 
Hijeree, or 21st May 1775, the government and sovereignty of the Sircars above mentioned has beeu ceded to the 
Hen ble East India Company from the 4th of Jemmady-ul-Awul 1184 Hijeree or 4th July 1775: the said East Indis 
Company therefore, in virtue of the rights thereby obtained, do confirm unto Raja Cheyt the Zamindary, Ameeng 
and Fouzdary of the said Sirears, agreeably to the Zemmun, together with the Cutw allees cf Jaunpore and Benares 


and the mint of Benares from ihe said date.’—Seeret Select Committees Proceedings, 16th April 1776, Volume ll, page 
612. 
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copy of pene nnd na ONAE EHE a 
~ T aC 0 ormulæ of such instr mts gr > c 
mened bs EE anpe original provinees. ‘The raja never pretended 
Cd io stipulate or demand; he was content with what the Company was 
Tied a Slow him." The sunnud distinctly states that "the goyornmoni 
d sovereignty of the Sircars had been cèded to the Hon ble East India Com- 
m and that the said East India Company, DU re of veer 
obtained confirmed unto Cheyt Sing the zamindary." "The OR S so 
eranted to him the right of coining money on the condition “that w E 
ever gold and silver shall be coined in the mint, the said Raja sha | 
coin conformably to his muchulka.” The sunnud also stipulated that all 
former sunnuds do become null and void." A pottah or document specify ing the 
THE condition on which lands are held, was also framed. A kabulyat or agree- 
T ment was also drawn up which stated—* It shall be my duty to do everything 
that may be needful and usual for the interest of the country.” On the 13th 
June 1776, the Resident at Benares wrote that the Raja objected to signing 
any muchulka, or penalty bond, and to the insertion of any muchulka, or penalty 
bond in the sunnud or pottah. The Board replied : “ As we have not insisted 
on the insertion of the clause respecting the penalty in the agreement of the 
iE cs Raja, the instrument which is to be executed by him cannct now be called | 
LE a muehulka. We thereby authorize you to erase this word where it has been | 

Dn mentioned in the sunnud and poitah transmitted to you, as well as in the 

titles of the kabulyat, which you are to obtain from him." On the 17th July 

1776, the Resident informed the Board that Cheyt Sing “has declined the 

acceptance of the sunnud and pottah for which he assigns these reasons, that 

any erasement in a sunnud or public deed is totally unprecedented in the usages 

LB of this country; that the clause in the sunnud by which the former sunnuds 
are declared to be null is likewise contrary to custom and practice, and further \ 
that in the above clause the word ‘sunnuds’ being used in the plural number, E 

the coulnama which he received with the former sunnuds and pottah is there- 
by likewise rendered void and of no effect. The Raja objects to the execu- | 

tion of the kabulyat on account of the clause it contains by which the former 

sunnuds are annulled."* The Board ordered ‘ that the Secretary prepare a new 

sunnud and pottah omitting the word *muchulka' and the sentence declaring 

the former sunnuds to be null, and that these be transmitted to Mr. Fowke 
with directions to receive back the temporary pottah and grant which were | 
first allowed him."t On the 25th September 1776, the Resident informed Li 
hk the Board that he had invested Cheyt Sing with a khelaut or robe of office and 
A informed him that the continuance of this indulgence would depend on his 
own punctuality in completing his payments and adhering faithfully to the 
other conditions on which he holds his zemindary. “I likewise delivered to him 
the sunnuds transmitted to me by Mr. Secretary Auriol under date the fourth Sep- 
tember 1776, and received back from him the former sunnuds which I herewith 
enclose.”} In the charges brought against Hastings by the House of Commons, 
it was stated that neither the first set of deeds nor the second set of deeds was 
entered in the records or transmitted to the Court of Directors. Hastings in 
his defence stated that he bad no concern in making out the sunnuds or 
omitting to record them ; that these practical operations belonged to the Secre- 
tary of the Board under the superintendence of the majority, of which at 
this time he was not a part, and that if there was any misconduct the majority 
Were answerable for it. The first deeds were however received and are now 
printed. There was no need to record the second deeds as the alterations were 
distinctly stated. These alterations do not affect the main question that; Cheyt | 
x nota sovereign, but the zamindar of Benares by a sunnud granted to | 

im by the English, and that he made an agreement binding himself to do 

RENY thing that might be useful and needful for the interest and security of the 

S m The interest and security of the country demanded that he should 
ion CENE and troops for its defence. It was also in accordance with i 
8 ished custom that a vassal should afford aid to the sovereign State in | 


made out, not from a 
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money and troops. he conduct of Cheyt Sing, in hesitating to afford the 
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necessary aid to his suzerain ata time of great danger was contumacious 
and refractory and deserving of punishment. Fifty lakhs was undonbtedly s 
large fine, but it by no means exceeded the ability of Cheyt Sing to pay it with 
vise, as is evident from. the treasures he left behind in his fortresses without 
taking into consideration the gold and silver he exported beyond the frontier. 
But when we consider the state of India at that time, when we consider that 
the English were surrounded by enemies and in hourly expectation of the 
arrival of a powerful Frenck armament, it is difficult to regard the imposition of 
even a too heavy fine on a refractory vassal as an act of criminality. In enforc- 
ing these demands Hastings was actuated by no personal or malicious motives 
but was compelled by the pressing exigencies of the hour and the desire to save 
India to Great Britain. “I had no other view in it," he said, “than that of 
relieving the necessities of the Company by an act which I considered to be 
strictly just.” 


When Hastings went to Benares the Government was in the utmost dis- The Begums of 
Oude. 


tress for money, ‘There were several armies in the field and the demands for 
treasure were various and immediate. The entire expense of all military 
operations fell on the treasury of Bengal, and the treasury of Bengal was 
empty. Heavy loans had been contracted, the credit of Government was low, 
and Hastings, as was natural under the circumstances, looked to the chief 
debtor of the Company for relief. ‘The Vizier of Oude owed the Company a 
crore and a half of rupees. But the Vizier informed Hastings at Chunar, 
where he had gone to meet him, that his own funds were exhausted, and that 
it was no longer possible for him to maintain the English troops employed 
in protecting his territories. Hastings knew the statement to be true. The 
condition of Oude had for the past five years occupied his anxious attention. 
The settlement made at the death of the late Vizier against his strongest 
protests had proved a disastrous failure, Francis, Clavering and Monson had 
increased the hire of the English troops and at the same time deprived the 
Nawab of the means of paying for them. When his fathar Sujah Dowlah died he 
left about two millions of pounds buried in the vaults of the zenana. The 
widow and the mother of the deceased prince, historically known as the Begums, 
claimed the whole of the treasure under the terms of a will which was never 
produced. The late Vizier though possessed of a large sum of money was 
also very deeply in debt, a considerable portion of the debt being due to 
the Company and his troops. The treasure was State property, and the debt 
due to the Company and the sums due to Sujah Dowlah’s army at his decease 
ought to have been paid from them. The widow, by Muhammadan law, 
was only entitled to one-eighth after the debts were paid, anda grandmother 
had no claim to inheritance when the daughter was living. The Begums how- 
ever exercised the right of possession, and the Nawab did not interfere, either 
because he was too indolent or did not care to invade the rights of the zenana. 
He however obtained one loan from his mother of about twenty-six lakhs of 
rupees, for which he gave her a jaghir of four times the value. In October 
1775, when he was hard pressed for money both by the Company and by his 
army, he commenced through Mr. Bristow, the Resident, a negotiation for a 
fresh loan. Mr. Bristow, after informing the Board that neither the zemin- 
dars nor ryots would ever pay their rents, wrote as follows: “To add to this 
unfortunate circumstance, the Nawab has not yet been able to procure any 
money from the Begum. Immediately on his return from Fyzabad he stated 
his distresses to me, and begged of me to use my endeavours to persuade the 
Begum to assist him. I wished to have declined complying with His Excel- 
lency’s request, especially after he had indirectly objected to my having any 
correspondence with her, but being sensible of his necessities I consented upon 
the condition of his not expecting of me to use violent means. 1 accordingly 
went to Fyzabad and explained particularly in writing to the Begum how 
impossible it was for the Nawab to conduct his Government without her assist- 
ance, and likewise insinuated to her that she could not complain of him, for 
he had granted her an additional jagir of four lakhs a year for the sums he 
had already borrowed of her, and treated her with great respect. I further 
insinuated to her that the treasures she possessed were the treasures of the 
State, as she had not succeeded to them by any legal right, and they had been 
hoarded up to provide against an emergency. 'That that emergency was arrived, 
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: x to spare llis Excellency the sum of fifty lakhs 
ems n s Eee ber to let the Senate be divided accord- 
S DON date of the Koran, or else grant him a loan, and that I could engage 
Tes e-payment of it." 
ae Pu w uch persuasion, the Begum agreed to pay the Nawab twelve lakhs 
on condition that the Company secured to her the possession of her jagus 
for life, and that the Nawab did not interfere with her upon any account. 
excused myself because of the insignificancy of the sum, but offered to comp y 
with her terms in case of her granting fifty lakhs. ; This I had authority fot 
from the Nawab, who, on desiring me to undertake the negociation, repeated y 
and earnestly expressed his desire not to use any violence. And in E to 
prove it, he said * he would submit to the Company's being mediator sofa ldi F 
ences between him and the Begum. But it was hard, when reduced to such 
distress, that. his mother should uselessly keep up immense treasuries.”* An 
agreement was concluded between the Nawab and Begum that in consideration 
of his receiving thirty lakhs more on account of his patrimony he gave the 
Begum a full acquittal as to the rest, and secured her jagirs to her without 
interference for life. Mr. Bristow was guarantee to this treaty on the part of 
ihe Company. The impoliey of the agreement was apparent, but ihe Gov- 
ernor-General and Council sanctioned it because, as they informed the Directors, 
the urgency of the case required it. 

In December 1775, the Board received a long and curious letter from the 
Begum, in which she severely criticised the conduct of herson. By the 
agreement it was settled that she should liquidate eleven lakhs of the demand 
by giving goods, elephants, and camels. o8 lE assented, "she wrote, ** conclud- 
ing that as Mr. Bristow was a party in the affairs it would be conducted in 
a proper manner, but they valued the goods which they took at a fourth part 
of their intrinsic worth; how then could I make good the sum?” She 
appealed to the feelings of Hastings by informing him that she **went to the 
Nawab when his hour of death approached and asked him to whose charge 
he left me. He replied—' Apply to Mr. Hastings whenever you have occasion 
for assistance; he will befriend you when Iam no more and will comply with 
whatever you may desire of him." She desired Hastings to cause the Nawab 
to dismiss Murteza Khan who was at that time the Minister, and to restore 
Mahomed Elich Khan and Mahomed Busheree Khan to their old offices, and 
sheadded :—** By them the revenues will be collected and whatever sums are 
due to the English Chiefs I will cause to be paid out of the revenues. This 
I will strictly perform."$ Hastings, who has been painted as a cruel tyrant, 
inflicting wanton injury on two helpless women, wrote a short minute on the 
letter in which he stated: “All my present wish is that the orders of the 
Board may be such as may obyiate or remove the discredit which the English 
name may suffer by the exercise or even the public appearance of oppression 
on a person of the Begum's rank, character, and sex. Had the Nawab chosen 
to have made use of the means with which his own power alone supplied him 
to exact money fromthe Begum, his mother, this Government would have 
wanted a pretext to interfere in her behalf. But as the representative of our 
Government has become an agent in this business, and has pledged the honour 
ma RM oe the punctual observance of the conditions under 
fib shall appear that es Todd 2 n i interfere, and justice demands it, 
offered to the Beeum under i ee : de been violated, and an injury 
Ped Ia 2 Ts cu cover o i he authority by which they were 
by the Board to Mr. BR ore xdi i eona Jeter be written 
against the seizure of the goods ino RS zm 5 panoustzate to the Nawab 
from his mother in pa pun of th el ms iat property, which he received 
mom LP m ne eleven lakhs stipulated to be so made, to 
Fee date : 5 bem m payment, and that he either admit of 

on which she has put upon them, or that he all ] b 
approved by persons appointed i ; nat he allow t iem to be 
ppomted for that purpose by both parties."| Tho 
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: ee 13th December 1775, Volume I1, page 465, 
: ga ga F page 466. 

Secrot Sd : 3 t nae eof. 
ll lect Committee’s Proceedings, 3rd January 1776, Volume II, page 471, 


-0. In Public Domain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 


— ap 


MÀ 


7 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


INTRODUCTION, lxxi 
| majority however were less disposed to favour the cause of the Begum 

Monson wrote: “She should be informed of the sums of money the late 
Nawab owed this Government by treaty for services performed and which 
were not liquidated at his death; that she received the advantages of the 
Rohilla conquest, the plunder of those countries being deposited "with her; 
as she succeeded therefore to all the Nawab’s wealth it is just that she should 
discharge the demands due for those services by which she is the principal 
gainer. The Vizier's estate has not been divided according to the usual custom 
of Mahomedan princes. The present dispute turns upon the value of goods 
elephants, and camels. I do not conceive, according to strict justice, these 
effects to be the Begum’s property; as I understand, women can claim a right 
only to what is within the zenana; but if it be a condition made by the Nawab 
with his mother that he should take these things in part of payment of the 
thirty lakhs, the value of them should be ascertained by arbitration.” * 


Francis stated that he was “inclined to think with Colonel Monson that 
women can claim a right only to what is within the zenana. The property 
being determined, the value, if disputed, may be settled by arbitration or public 
sale. I cannot conceive that she has the least right to interfere in the Nawab's 
government. Ina country where women are not allowed a free agency in the 

lj most trifling domestic affairs it seems extraordinary that this lady should pre- 
sume to talk of appointing ministers and governing kingdoms."t The Board 
resolved that the letter of the Begum should be sent to the Resident and a full 
explanation of the matter demanded from him. 


On the 3rd January 1776 Mr. Bristow wrote to the Board stating that, from : 
the evidence he could gather, the complaints regarding the violence of the servants. / 
of the Nawab were totally unfounded. As to the complaint regarding Mhe a 
valuation of the property, he wrote: “I understand the late Vizier deposited ' us 
the surplus of his revenues with the Begum, and having died intestate, or^ 
at least a will was never produced, though one is said to be secreted by the 
Begum, it left a door open to the disputes which have happened, for according to 
| the Koran and the usages of the country, the Nawab could claim an infinitely 
1 greater share than he has got. It is beyond a doubt that she has money, for H 
| her principal eunuch brought me a message one day, not asa matter of any 
i secrecy or confidence, that the wealth the late Nawab had amassed was intended | 
| to supply an emergency. I answered the Nawab could not well want it at a i 
i greater one ; and pressed her very earnestly to supply his necessary wants.” He 1 
added,—* The Begum had great influence in the late Vizier's time. On the i 
Nawab Asoph-ul-Dowla’s accession he at once placed the sole management in the i 
hands of Murtezeh Cawn, which disgusted both her and her adherents, particu- | 


—————À 


larly her eunuchs who have their views in keeping the wealth in the Begum's 
possession. ‘The principal, Behar Ally Cawn; enjoys her entire confidence ; and 
how far she may be better affected to the English than the Nawab, I leave 
to the consideration of the Hon’ble Board from the following fact: On 
the conclusion of the treaty between the Company and the Nawab, the 
Beeum blamed His Excellency very highly and insisted on his not ceding 
Benares, offering of herself a sum of money in lieu of it. The proposal was 
afterwards made to me by the Nawab, but I answered I was not authorized 
to accept an alternative, and that if he intended to have me represent the 
matter to the Hon’ble Board, he should give me his instructions in writing 
and explain his sentiments himself to the Governor-General, which he did | 
not do.” f à 
In order that the Board should have a knowledge of “the Begum's sen- 1 
timents at the present juncture and of her temper," he enclosed her last letter 
to him. She wrote as follows: “You were a party in this affair and took 
from me the sum of 56 lakhs of rupees: if you will cause the 56 lakhs of rupees 
to be restored to me, then the coulnama will not be binding, and do not you 
then take any part in the affair, and then let Asoph-ul-Dowla and Murtezeh 
Cawn in whatever manner they are able take sums of money from me. 3 They 
will then see the consequences.” § Mr. Bristow informed the Board that, “ while 
# secret Select Committees Proceedings, 8rd January 1776, Volume Il, page 472. 
0 t Ibid ibid E page 472. 
t Ibid 25th January 1776, Volume II, page 485. 
§ Ibid ibig » page 458. 
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ai t the Nawab and the Minister, she forgets the conduct 

the Bogun i ass to acknowledge the N awab's authority or to 
E m Piibarses and beat his executive officers.” Six months after the guarantee, 
xo) ete " informed the Begum that the Vizier proposed a plan which would 
Seid dt all future disputes. “Tt was that she gave up her jagirs and 
ey ps EAS in money; for, as His Excellency observed, two rulers are too 
DUM Sor m country." In December 1776, Mr. Bristow wrote that the Vizier 
presided to level the forts of the zemindars and to reduce their power as much as 
possible on account of their disobedience and disaffection. HRS serenely 
remonstrated with the Nawab on his extravagance, the impolicy $ a conc uct, 
and earnestly advised him to dismiss from his presence the wor a ess one 
with which he was surrounded. To enforce his advice he plain y told him :— 
«The English if you do not follow it must break off their connection with you 
altogether.” But the Nawab was unmoved by the constant remonstrances of the 
Governor-General, and, when Hastings proceeded to Benares, policy and justice 
alike demanded that decisive steps should be taken to introduce order into the 
government of Oude. But no reform was possible until some measure was 
adopted which would enable the sovereign to liquidate his existing debts ; 
and in order to aid him to do this Hastings consented to the first article 
of the treaty proposed to him by the Nawab at Chunar. By this article 
the defence of Oude was to be left to one brigade, and the English officers who 
had been appointed to command the Vizier's corps were to be withdrawn. The 
Englishmen who had settled in Oude in various offices were also to leave the 
State, The Nawab on his part consented to separate his public from his 
private expenses; to fix the amount of the Jatter B 9 reform his army; 
to entrust the publie treasury to his Minister under the inspection of 
the British Resident. By the second article it was stipulated: * That as 
great distress has arisen to the Nawab’s Government from the military 
power and dominion assumed by the jagirdars, he be permitted to resume 
such as he may find necessary, with a reserve that all such for the amount of 
whose jagirs the Company are guarantees shall, in case of the resumption of 
their lands, be paid the amount of their net collections through the Resident in 
ready money."* The article stated that the resumption of the jagirs should be 
general, and Hastings pressed on the Vizier the necessity of resuming those held 
by his worthless favourites. The Nawab however was only anxious to resume 
those which were held by his mother. This Hastings opposed strenuously, and 
a vast number of jagirs were resumed. In consenting to the resumption of the 
Begum’s jagirs much criminality has been imputed to Hastings as their pos- 
session had been guaranteed by the English Government. Lord Thurlow 
argued that the resumption of the jagirs on the payment of a proper equivalent 
was no breach of engagement. ‘The subjects of the first country in the world," 
he said, ‘‘ are obliged on all public occasions to dispose of their property for an 
equivalent when the public good requires such a sacrifice ; and in this case the 
experience of many years has proved the necessity of the measure." Hastings 
justified his action on the ground that the rebellious conduct of the Begums was 
a sufficient reason for withdrawing our protection. “ My Lords," he said, ** at the 
time of my giving this consent I was, from the intelligence I had received, fully 
convinced of the Begums’ disaffection to-our Government. It was not my 
opinion only, but it was the general rumour of the country, that she and 
her ministers aided and supported Cheyt Sing in his rebellion. That such 
was the general rumour and public opinion is evident from the affidavits 
already before Your Lordships, and, notwithstanding the ingenuity of the 
Pan Eere yn laboured to explain away their meanings, they still contain and 
ue unos Hle proof o the hostile intentions both of the Begum and 
d munis s towards our Government. But had the continuation of this 
EE enabled me to enter into a detailed defence, I could have brought the 
most irresistible evidence to prove, not only the general rumour and opinion, 


n van i2 Begum did, through her ministers, actually lend her assistance 


Mill argues that the affidavits were worthles i 
y vit: s because the evidence was 
collected after Hastings had given bis consent to the resumption of the jagirs. 


* : Ede" = 
Secret Select Committee's Procecdings, 9th July 1783, Volume III, page 058. 
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We however find that, on the 8th September, eleven days before the Treaty of 
Chunar was signed, Colonel Hannay wrote as follows: “ This town (Fyzabad) 
has more the appearance of belonging to Cheyt Sing than the Vizier. 'fhe 
Begums have placed guards to prevent any of my people going to the bazaar 
in 1t. Within these few days Shaik Chaan, with near 1,000 horse and foot, 
has marched from hence to Benares (they were raised here), and I must confess 
that for my own part I have no doubt but Jowar Ally Khan and Bahar 
Ally Khan, through their agents, stirred up all the disturbances which extend 
from hence to Zowey Azimgur."* 

, In a subsequent letter written immediately afterwards, Colonel Hannay 
writes: *' I have before told you how violently the Begum's people inflame the 
present disturbances, and in addition to this the principal Zemindars and Rajas 
have all certificates under the seal of Cheyt Sing that he will supply them 
with whatever money they may require for subsisting all the troops they can 
raise. In a very short time I apprehend the greatest part of the Nabob's 
dominions will be in the state we are in here, and it is the general belief of 
every man in this part of the country that the conduct I have related is a 
concerted plan for the extirpation of the English. What may be the situa- 
tion of the rest of the Nabob's dominions I know not, but it is most certain 
that from Goonda to Maujid, and from Fyzabad to Benares District, and across 
from the Gogra to the Ganges, the country is in the utmost ferment. Should 
the present disturbances proceed from a plan of policy, it will be concealed from 
you as much as possible, and therefore I take all possible means of communica- 
ting to you what I really know to be facts. I know not whether the daks pass 
freely from you to Lucknow, but if they do not, and no measure is immediately 
taken to bring about order and draw the troops together, we may be deprived 
of all possible means of assisting one anotber, and the army lost by detached 
regiments ; we have no communications with Bengal, and the troops on this 
side Benares are at present too much separated to yield one another timely 
assistance. I hope to God a sufficient force is ordered for the reduction of 
Cheyt Sing for the people who are daily sent to him, horse and foot, from 
Fyzabad and the seat of rebellion I have before named is very great." In his 
next letter dated the 13th he says: “ It is impossible in the general insurrec- 
tion which now reigns almost universally for me to get the force together the 
Nabob demanded, or to force my way to you without aloss. The greatest 
anarchy prevails—the present insurrection is said and believed to be with an 
intention to expel the English.” He subsequently wrote: “ Ihave already 
and repeatedly informed you of the dispositions of those in favour in Fyzabad, 
which has in fact been one of the great sources of the insurrection and the 
place of all others in the Viziers dominions which has supplied Cheyt Sing 
with the greatest number of troops. The old Begum does in the most open 
and violent manner support Cheyt Sing's rebellion and the insurrection, and 
the Nabob's mother's aceursed eunuchs are not less industrious than those of 
the Bunack Begum. Capital examples made of Jawar Ally Khan and Bahar 


Ally Khan would, I am persuaded, have the very best effects." ¢ 


The statements made by Colonel Hannay were corroborated by Captain 
Williams, who wrote: “ Saadit Ally and the Begums are concerned deeply in 
the late business.” Mill regards it as a most suspicious circumstance that 
these accusations were brought by Colonel Hannay and his officers * who 
were deeply interested in finding for the disturbance of the country which they 
ruled a cause different from their own malversations." But the accusations 
made by the Colonel were confirmed by the Resident who wrote: “The truth of 
these positions I fouud most fully proved upon my return, but observed in par- 
ticular that the most vigorous efforts were limited to the jagirdars among whom 
the Begum, Fyzullah Khan, and Luttaffut Ally Khan distinguished them- 
selves.” The jagirdars were powerful noblemen who by the support of armed 
retainers were able to defy the power of the State. Among them none pos- 
sessed greater power than the Bhow Begum, ** whose power, as the Resident 
wrote, *is rendered the more pernicious and dangerous, first from its being 


* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 28th July 1783, Vol. HI, page 1004. 
+ Ibid » page 1008 
t . Ibid » page 1005. 
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ir own views of ambition and 
rvants, w ave their own views i m a 

o her servants, who h: MATE E Dic 
o S pues and in the next place from the reluctance we ume 
SH And æn the Nawab himself, interfere with any cone oo eh 

SE re adde ireumstances, strengthened by 


» led— From these two et à ES - 
Begum. rea her possession, also intrusted to her two chief eunuchs, 
immense wea ; 


& ! reasonable expectations of support 
Bahar and Jowan Sd Erat et A Rien aho and ie servants avail them- 
from the English E E abo one of the most serious internal evils p 
E um. e bi fair to eive great disturbance to this country. 
cues Cues e 4 eab the Resident as a woman of uncommonly 
i Eod B peak and destruction is the ae C ME Ses arm 
US ition to her caprice. | own co , a 
ng cu aoe De ons dadur the Benares troubles, it may with 
OOL nil Dor agona m B "fei »very claim she had to the protection 
th and justice be affirmed, she forfeited every claim she A Bae a 
ie he "Elslish Government, as she RU and, 2i P pon in : Y a He 
o . I. 2, a h 
rey oi i E ai T Rud power in Hindostan.” t 
pael pian rpm mares were brought against the Begum by Mid- 
porse Mm idi t, to justify spoliation, but it is difficult to believe that every 
d m XS in Oude conspired to slander the Begum and that a 
ce ber of witnesses perjured themselves to screen Hastings.{ Hastings 
eee ieee thorousbly convinced of the rebellious oona not of the cun 
M 2 . . $ 
i g ir agents, and he considered their conduct terminated ti 
Rein tem by the English. * My Lords," he said in his denen ‘ I 
believe there is no state in the world that considers a guarantee made w qs 
of another state binding any longer than whilst they continue A om a n 
each other, The first hostile act of the party guaranteed is, and mus 7 e, : 
sufficient reason for withdrawing protection.” To Hastings the UR m 9 
the jagirs was not only a measure of sound policy but also just. He puse 
considered it both impolitie and unjust to leave the Begums in the possession o 
a large amount of treasure. He wrote to the Board : It may be; neea 
in this place to inform you that in addition to the former resolution o 
resuming the Begum’s jagir, the Nawab had declared his resolution of 
reclaiming all the treasures of his family which were in their possession, and 
to which, by the Muhammadan laws, he was entitled. This resolution l have 
strenuously eneouraged and supported, not so much for the reasons assigned 
by the Nawab as because I think it equally unjust and impolitic that they 
should be allowed to retain the means of which they have already made so 
pernicious a use by exciting disturbances in the country and a revolt against the 
Nawab, their sovereign. Iam not too sanguine in my expectations of the 
result of these proceedings, but have required and received the Nawab's 
promise that, whatever acquisition shall be obtained from the issue of 
them, it shall be primarily applied to the discharge of the balance actu- 
ally due from him to the Company."| The frankness of the last sentence 
reveals the existence of a force which influenced Hastings. The pressing 
need to recruit an exhausted treasury by the recovery of the Nawab’s debt 
may have led him to be more rigorous towards the Begums than he would 
otherwise have been. But of their guilt he was thoroughly convinced. And 


= Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 12th June 1783, Vol. III, page 51. 

t Ibid » page 61. 

_ $ “The notoriety of the rebellion of the Begum was such that one of the witnesses at Your Lordships’ bar—Captain 
Wade I think—on being asked by a manager if he was applied to, to make an affidavit, said, that if any one in India had 
called upon him for such a purpose he should have thought they were joking” (Lord Thurlow), 

§ On the 21st February 1752 Hastings wrote to n friend: “On the revolt of Cheyt Sing she and the old Begum 
Shuja Dowla’s mother, raised troops, caused levies to be made for Oheyt Sing, excited all the zemindars of Gorrakpur 
and Darcech to rebellion, cut off many parties of sepoys, and the principal Aumul and a favourite of the younger Begum 
openly opposed and attacked Colonel Gordon, one of our officers stationed in the neighbourhood. Let this be an answer 
to the men of virtue who may exclaim against our breach of faith and tho inhumanity of declaring war against 
widows, princesses of high rank, nnd defenceless old women, These old women had very nigh effected our destruction.” 
Memoir of Warren Hastings, by Gleig, Vol. I, page 466. 

| Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 5th February 1782, Vol. III, page 836, 5 
... n 1803 Lord Valentia met at Lucknow Almas Ali Khan, the eunuch, regarding whose suffering Burke was so 


E Beene He writes—“Bnt the person I observed with the most curiosity was Almas Ali Khan, the eunuch 
RS 


celebrated by Mr. Burke's pathetic account of the distress which his wives and children suffered from the barbarity 
. of that ' Captain General in iniquity? Mr. Hastings. He is a venerable old woman-like being, upwards of eighty, 
ie full six feet high, und stout in proportion, After all the cruel plunderings which he is stated as having undergone 
he is supposed to be worth half a million of money; 


Dp " 


and no wonder when it is considered that for a considerable | 


l 
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if the evidence of some actors in these events, and of many who must have 
known about them at first-hand, is to outweigh the presumptions and diatribes 
of his enemies, he had solid foundation for his belief. i 

In order to recover the treasure the Nawab and his Ministers had to adopt 
severe measures towards the two eunuchs who had the chief influence over the 
Begums. The cruelty practised by the Nawab and his servants has been greatly 
exaggerated, but it was sufficient to have justified the interference of the 
Resident. To have countenanced it by transmitting the orders of the Vizier 
was a grave offence. But for what took place Hastings at Calcutta cannot 
be held responsible. He ordered the Resident not to permit any negotiation or 
forbearance, but there is a wide gulf between legitimate severity and cruelty. 


; At Chunar, surrounded by armed rebels and almost in their hands, Hastings x 
with calm self-possession arranged and negotiated treaties with Sindia and the Sindia and the Raja 
Raja of Berar. On the 29th of October 1781 he wrote to the Council poets c 


“ I lose not an instant in transmitting to you a copy of a letter which I have 
received from Colonel Muir conveying to me the agreeable account of his 
having concluded a peace with Mahadaji Sindia and in congratulating you most 
heartily on this happy event.”* Soon afterwards he transmitted ‘to them 
copies of his instructions to Mr. Anderson, our envoy at the court of Sindia. 
He desired Mr. Anderson to “ obtain through the mediation of Sindia a treaty of 
peace and alliance, offensive and defensive, with the Peshwa, against all common 
enemies, but especially against Hyder Ali Cawn, or of peace simply on the 
condition of restoring all that we have acquired during the war except Ahmad- 
abad, and the territory conquered for Futty Sing Gaekwar.” To bring the 
war with the Mahrattas to a close, Hastings was willing to sacrifice every foot 
of ground gained from them for ourselves not excepting Bassein. “ Reserve 
Bassein if you can. But do not insist on the reservation of Bassein to the 
hindrance of peace.” He was not willing, however, to purchase peace at 
the price of honour. “You may consent to yield what is ours,” he wrote, 
*and what we can in honour grant, but we will never suffer our treaties 
to be infringed, nor our faith to be violated."t  Sindia could not get the 
Peshwa to agree to an offensive and defensive alliance. The object of the 
great Mahratta minister Nana Fadnavis was by promising in turn each of the 
combatants his support to gain from the English Salsette, and from Hyder the 
territories south of the Nerbudda. The operations against Hyder Ali bad, 
owing to the incapacity of the Madras Government, not been so successful as 
to inspire the Mahrattas with a belief in our ultimate success. 


When the news reached the Council of the perils and misfortunes which Eyre Coote proceeds 
beset Madras, Hastings implored Sir Eyre Coote, who was Commander-in- +° Madras. 


Chief in India and a member of the Supreme Council, * to stand forth and vindi- 
cate inhis own person the rights and honours of the British arms."i The 
gallant General was stricken in years and suffering from bad healtb, but he 


obeyed the summons to the scene of his early glory. He arrived at Madras 


time he was Aumul, or renter of nearly half the province of Oudh. The Nawab watches with care for his succession 
which by the Eastern custom belongs to him, With all his affluence Almas is but a slave, now nearly in bis dotage, 
though formerly un active and intriguing courtier.” Lord Valentia also writes : “ Almas the eunuch paid me a visit: 
he is held here in much consideration from the prominent part he has borne in politics; from having once held as 
Aumul above half the Province of Oudh and from his consequently great riches. When „Lord Wellesley was here 
he was very anxious for the honour of a visit from His Excellency, who at length complied, in order to conciliate 
a person whose vast property still gave him a great influence in Oudh. He was notorious for his rigid strictness in 
exacting his dues, and is supposed to havein his possession atleast halfa crore." Voyages and Travels by George 
Viscount Valentia, pages 136 aud 141, Vol. I. 

Evro Coote was, at the special request of George III, invested by the Nawab of Arcot with the Order of the Bath. 
Geshe III wrote from Weymouth 55 the Nawab as follows: “ Having thought proper to bestow a high mark of Our 
approbation on two of Our subjects, whose conduct We hope will have rendered them worthy of your esteem, We 
cannot add to the dignity of conferring those honours on them more than by desiring you will represent Gur person 
upon this solemn occasion, and that you will perform thoze functions for Us which We always perform ourselves when 
the circumstances will admit. Our intention being to confer the Order of the Bath, one of Our most honourable marks 
of distinction, on Our trusty and well-beloved Sir John Lindsay, Knight, Commander-in-Chief ; ef Our ships and 
vessels in the East Indies, and of the marine force of Our United Company of Merchants trading to and in these 
parts, and on Our trusty and well-beloved Eyre Coote, Esq. Major-General of Our forces in the East Indice and 
Commander-in-Chief of all the said Company’s military force there, We have directed the said Sir John Lindsay to 
deliver to you this letter, with the Ensigns of the Order, and to learn from you the time when it may be most agree- 
able to you to perform this ceremony, as well as to make known to you the nature and manner of bestowing these 
honours upon him and the said Eyre Coote, and so repeating Oar wishes for your felicity, We bid you heartily farewell.” 
Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 2nd October 1775, Vol. Il, page 437. 


* Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 12th November 1781, Vel. ITI, page 818. 
+ Ibid 10th December 1781, — . page 823. 
t Ibid 25th September 1780, — ,. page 719. 
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vember accompanied by a small European force. On the 10th 
ard announeing to them that the painful intelligence of the 
fall of Arcot Dad been confirmed by the arrival of the officers and soldiers 
Seno shad capitulated. «Phe accounts they give of the strength, good order, 
bravery, and activity of H yder's army are truly alarming. His approaches at 
ihe siege were carried on with all that regularity as if superintended by the 
most skillful engineers, and his artillery at the same time is numerous and 
so well served as repeatedly to have dismounted our guns on the batteries. x 
Sir Eyre Coote was furnished with orders for the suspension of Mr. W hitehill, 
the Governor of Madras, which he executed with considerable tact. Mr. Smith, 
the senior member of Council, succeeded to the Government of Fort St. George, 
and the new administration invested Sir Eyre Coote with the sole direction of 
the war. His force however was neither sufficient nor in so prepared a state 
as to be equal to the undertaking of attacking Hyder in the very formidable 
forts which he occupied. The field artillery requisite for the service was not in 
readiness. The draft cattle, besides being deficient in numbers, were too weak 
to drag the guns. Provisions could not be had five miles beyond Madras. It 
was not till the Ist of January that Eyre Coote was able to take the field, and 
on the 21st he wrote to the Government of Madras announcing that “to the 
utter honour of the officers and men composing this detachment, the Fort of 
Carangoly was taken, and in a manner which redounds much to the credit of 
their bravery."$ He added— 

After congratulating you on this fortunate event, I must indulge myself with reciting 
to you the particulars as well, because I know it will prove acceptable to you to read, as that 
it is a justice I owe, on every account, to the officers and men of the detachment whose gallant 
conduct is highly deserving a place upon record. The detachment arrived at the barrier gate 
of the Pettah this morning at half-past 5 o'clock, when they were challenged by two sentries 
who discharged their pieces and retired. In two or three minutes the gate was forced, and 
our troops immediately proceeded to the gates of the fort with a twelve-pounder dragged by 
Insears before them. Captain Davis sent two or three of the village people to the crest of 
the glacis with an offer of cowl to the garrison if they surrender. In the meantime he was 
advancing towards the gate-way. When the twelve-pounder bad got as far as the outer barrier 
the whole garrison appeared drawn up on the ramparts and traverses of the gates. They 
then began to fire, and the gun was with much difficulty run against the gate which, on the 
second shot, gave way so much as to admit the men one by one; a second gate which bad 
been lately hung, was in about a quarter of an hour opened. A third gate also now presented 
itself, when the gun was brought up to, with much labour on removing the first gate out of 
its way at the first. discharge ; thisalso was burst open, when the troops entered and took 
possession, whilst the bulk of the besieged made their escape by ladders on the opposite side. 
During the whole of this transaction the detachment were exposed to a constant fire of mus- 
ketry from the ramparts and upper work of the fort.” f 

Hyder was at this time engaged in the investment of five different for- 
tresses commanded by English officers—Ambur, Vellore, Wandewash, Perma- 
coil, and Chingleput. The first of these had unfortunately been forced to 
surrender before Eyre Coote took the field. After relieving Chingleput and 
capturing Carangoly, the Commander-in-Chief marched to Wandewash, which he 
reached on tbe 24th “and had the satisfaction to find that the enem had raised 
the siege two days before."$ From Wandewash he proceeded towards oo 
coil, the siege of which the enemy on hearing of his approach had also rasa. 
He had however marched only three miles when he received Teens A f maine 
him that the French fleet consisting of seven ships of the line and thr 3 f od 
had appeared off Madras. “As I had every reason toa sient ‘the ed 
have brought troops and that they would land them and SEE with Ae fit 
of Hyder, have laid siege to Madras, the security of which "b i o tl ee 
national object, I resolved to move towards its protection.” || On fwth T eoe 
pone M the d fleet had sailed to Pondicherry, Eyre Coote Ed S 

risks to move there, and withi i an E 
pd Hills of SEN its d A Ao pened. on 
e had not been able to obtain any eertain information whether there was any 


on the 5th of No 
he wrote to the Bo 
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considerable force in Pondicherry, and he resolved to send a party to bring 
| him intelligence. He accordingly despatched a detachment of cavalry which 
| returned and informed him that there did not appear to be any force in the 
town. ‘The next day he sent a detachment, who destroyed the boats that sup- 
plied the French fleet with provisions and water, and spiked the guns. But 
nota grain of rice nor any other article of provision for the army could be 
procured. “In the hope,” writes Eyre Coote, “that by my personal presence 
something effectual might be done towards obtaining supplies, L set out for 
Pondichery the 7th, about 8 A.x., on horseback, and I had but just entered i 
the bound hedge when I received a note express from camp informing me i 
} } that Hyder with his whole army was in sight; instantly upon the receipt of | 
this intelligence I sent orders to the detachment in Pondicherry to join the i 
army, main body, with all expedition and returned myself to camp."* i 
Eyre Coote, perceiving that Hyder was moving in great force to the south- Relief of Cuddalore. — | 

ward with the intention, no doubt, of attacking Cuddalore, immediately struck 
his camp, and marched to its relief. The army of Hyder quickly followed, and H 
having overtaken the English force opened a heavy cannonade. “As their | 

cannon injured us so little, and as my object was to reach Cuddalore before them, 
I did not allow it much to impede my march, and what few shot we fired, by the 
accounts of deserters, killed and wounded many more than we lost, which, | 
considering that they cannonaded us about three hours, were very few indeed. f 
The quantity of ammunition which they expended that night must have been | 
| 


| 


very considerable; they threw rockets at every part of the line until we entered 
| the bound hedge of this place.”+ Arrived at Cuddalore, Coote found his situation 
critical in the extreme, for “there was only rice enough for one day’s subsist- 
ence for the fighting men of the army. The alarming prospect which this 
presented me with, produced feelings which are much easier to be imagined. 
E than described. I saw in the fall of this handful of men the destruction of the 
English interest in India. * * * * * * What to determine in a situation so 
critical, so difficult, and in its consequences so important, I confess was a 
question which I dreaded the decision of.”{ He resolved to offer them battle. 
| Leaving his camp and followers under the walls of the fort he drew up his 
| army in a wide plain. But the enemy refused the challenge, and all attempts 
| to draw them to an action having proved fruitless, on the fourth day Eyre Coote 
| returned to his encampment. His anxiety was relieved by seeing on the 
| afternoon of the same day the French fleet set sail and steer a course to clear 
| the Bay. On the 17th he had the satisfaction of watching therice vessels from 
Madras come to an anchor. He writes:— 

“ By this time the inhabitants of the town were next to starving, some absolutely had 
died for want, and two days more would have completed the melancholy scene, a8 the troops 
also must then have been without a grain to eat. Ihad by the aid of Mr. Daniel made a 
small provision to have enabled me to act in this last extremity, and which was anent u 
days’ rice I had with inconceivable labour got together. And with phichata bozar ic ie 
by a regard for the public, an unwillingness to subject the credit of the. ne ae s 
disgrace which from their situation appeared to be inevitable, and a Dee poss e, to 
extricate our affairs from the distress in which they are involved, I determin to s ay 
way at all risks into the Tanjore country, as the only place with three days poren a 
: the least chance of attaining "and subsisting the army in. The same moire mhie icf 
A this daring undertaking— now our distress for provisions are greatly Mr ins me 
í continue in my station here, until I can reinforce the army by drafts from the sou n 
i zhi e I have sent some vessels to Nagore to receive on. board as many sepoys from 

ü um PE sas can be embarked and landed here. The situation of the enemy s army 
| p Meme. impracticable to bring them by Jand, at any rate too dangerous for me 


dence to think of it. My army, originally small, stands greatly in need of an augment- 


: an eee 
ation, having been considerably weakened by the respectable garrison left in Carangoly, and 
c D - 


| by deaths, desertions, and the other casualties incident to the military service." § 

[E : For the next four months the English army remained stationary, owing Qn on Chillum- 
to the want of provisions and the necessary equipment. On the 14th of 4 
June a small reinforcement of troops from Bombay reached Eyre Coote, and 


in pru 
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; on the 18th, with four battalions of sepoys and eight pieces of P REA A ERU | 
his immediate direction, he attacked the fortified temple of i vus De 

The assault was vigorous, but the sepoys were beaten back with serious dors: 

The next morning Eyre Coote intended to renew the attack with his scanty 
Europeans, but hearing how strongly the cnemy were fortified he withdrew his 

force and, after live days’ marching, encamped at the village ol Porto Novo 
situated on the river Vellaar close to the sea. On the 24th Admiral Sir Edward 
Hughes arrived from Madras and was visited by the General. It was resolved 
by them that the united efforts of the fleet and the army should be directed to 
the speedy capture of Chillumbrum, and orders were issued for landing the 
battering train. But no sooner had Byre Coote returned to camp than tidings 
reached him of the presence of Hyder's whole army within a distance of a few 
miles. “The grounds they occupied, naturally strong and commanding, were 
formidable by most of the spots that would admit of it 


rendered much more formi y S U i 
to advantage being strengthened with front and flanking batteries erected with 


judgment and despatch by Hyder Ally's corps appropriated for such services. 
Large bodies of cavalry, who had from our arrival at Porto Novo hovered 
round our camp, rendered it impracticable for even a single hircarrah to 
return with any intelligence to be depended on of either the strength or. posi- 


tion of the enemy's batteries. Our grand guard and other outposts were i 
absolutely the boundary and united extent of our knowledge respecting the 
“ enemy."* 


Baltle of The English General had then to choose between a march to seek a battle, 
Forte Nove. and lo remain dependent for his supplies on the sea. He called a council of war. 
; It was determined to abandon the preparations for a siege, to embark the batter- 
ing guns, and with four days’ rice on the soldiers’ backs to strike for victory. 
The ships were to keep near the coast to embark the troops in case of disaster. 
1 At daybreak, on the Ist of July, the English troops were in motion and soon 
reached anopen plain. Finding it covered with the cavalry of the enemy they 
formed in two lines and proceeded in order of battle. "They had not advanced 
above a mile when the enemy's batteries were discovered lying exactly on the 
road of march. Then Eyre Coote, whose coolness never failed him and whose 
military judgment seldom was at fault, halted the army for near an hour to 
survey thesituation. “It was necessary,” he wrote, ‘‘ to explore, if possible, the 
ground on our right, in hopes of its admitting to advance from that point, by 
which we should avoid the enemy’s direct fire from their batteries, and have 
a chance by gaining the left of their posts to turn or other ways command 
them. The principal force of their army was drawn up in the rear of their works, i 
extending further on the plain than either eye or horizon could com- | 
mand, with large bodies of cavalry in every direction, and their rockets were 
thrown in numbers to impede and harass our movements. During this inter- 
val of unavoidable inaction, thoroughly to examine their position, we were 
obliged to suffer a warm cannonade. Their guns were well served and did execu- 
tion ; we could not afford to throw away any shot to answer them, having 
occasion for every round we had for more decisive service." n 
After mature deliberation Sir Eyre Coote determined to move to the richt 
to the eastward of a range of sand-hills which followed the direction of the coast E 
at the distance of eleven hundred yards from the sea. After moving in that pj 
direction for some little distance an opening in therange was discovered through 
è which a practicable road had been made by Hyder “for the purpose of draw- 
= ing his guns toa large redoubt about half a mile from the sea. The work 
was far advanced, and required but another day to complete it;t through it 
: 2 proceeded towards the field; his guns which were under cover, and his 
artery uncovered in line, galled us considerably as we advanced, but a quick 


* r . . 
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and forward movement seemed absolutely necessary.”* After the pass had been 
forced the General again developed his troops in order of battle. “The minute 
was critical. I had gained the flank of the enemy’s batteries, waited with 
impatience under a heavy fire of cannon till I had ascertained that the heights 
in my rear were possessed by the second line, then instantly moved on with the 
first as far as crder and an advancing fire of artillery on our side would per- 
mit.^t The enemy’s batteries quickly retired to their lines. Here the conflict 
was maintained for many hours with singular obstinacy. “The bravery of 
our troops at length carried the point, and the first line forced the enemy’s 
infantry, artillery, and their cavalry to give way, obliging them to seek for 
safety by a retreat.”{ To the gallantry of our native troops the General 
paid a handsome tribute. ‘The spirited behaviour," he wrote, “of our sepoy 
troops did them the greatest credit, no Europeans could be steadier; they were 
emulous of being foremost on every service it was necessary to undertake." 8 


The advantage of halting till the second line had taken up their position on 
the sand-hill was made manifest during the engagement. Eyre Coote writes :— 
** The second line obstinately disputed and with success an attack meditated on 
my rear by many battalions of infantry with their guns and a very large 
body of cavalry. The different efforts made to force and charge the rear corps 
of the second line were all repulsed, the heights disputed carried and kept 
possession of, by which the advancing corps were left at liberty to push the 
enemy in front advantageously. ‘The possessing the heights also prevented 
their proceeding towards the sea to attempt our baggage; it was from thence 
covered in perfect security and unmolested.” || Owing to the want of cavalry 
the English were unable to take complete advantage of the victory, but as 
Eyre Coote remarked :— 

“Considering the trying situation this army is in, destitute of most of the common 
resources for carrying on service; weak draft and hardly any carriage cattle (our guns in the 
face of the enemy’s heaviest fire were through deep sand obliged to be drawn a full mile by 
the soldiers); no provisions but from day to day; pay considerably in arrears; the principal 
part of the Carnatic and its capital in the possession of the enemy; our armies in different 
parts of India having also unfortunately received checks; an enemy in great force to deal 
with, whose rapid success has strengthened his cause with the natives to an alarming degree; 
no proper force of cavalry on our side, and not half carriage sufficient for our wounded and 
sick. "These things considered, I think I may venture to say that fairly to beat Hyder on his 
chosen fortified ground was as much as could be expected." 


The consequences of the victory proved highly important. Hyder aban- 
doned his design on the southern provinces: Tippoo raised the siege of Wande- 
wash ; and both retired with the whole of their army to the neighbourhood of 
Aycot. The Bengal brigade under the skilful guidance of Colonel Pearse was 
marching along the coast and shortly after the battle of Porto Novo it reached 
Pulicat, an inlet of the sea, distant about thirty miles from Madras. Hyder 
detached Tippoo to intercept him, but Coote, with a wretched equipment and a 
small force daily diminishing from sickness, marched one hundred and fifty miles 
and formed a junction with the relieving force. ‘The reinforcement added greatly 
to his numerical strength, but it was not accompanied by the number of draught 
oxen requisite to drag the guns and convey the provisions. For want of trans- 

ort Coote could not attempt the two main objects of the campaign—the relief 
of Vellore and the siege of Arcot. Hyder had now marched the whole of his army 
to oppose his return and taken up his position on the field where exactly a 
twelvemonth before he had defeated Baillie’s detachment, The astrologers 
assured him it was a lucky spot and a lucky day. On the 26th of August, with 
rice sufficient for a few days carried on the backs of the men, Eyre Coote march- 


a Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 7th September 1781, Vol. IE, paze 789. 
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of the bw ved Ba A owevos, siste Coote again engaged Hyder at Solin- 
solute: ole lv lefeated him. After relieving Vellore, the English army was 
ghur and n ue bursting of the monsoon and want of food, to enter into 
rir Madras.” Thus closed a campaign signalised by many 
BU. won i a handful of veterans whose courage responding to their 
General's genius had baflled all the plans of Hyder. Ed 

Months of toil and combat had completely quc E Boon o ENS 
Coote. He wrote to the Board: “ With respect to myselt, my amaai e 
is so bad that for these sixteen days past I have been in a onner r nec 
to my bed, and such is the nature of my indisposition, T d S iay 
constitution impaired by the fatigues and anxieties which i s eue er pene 
in one of the severest campaigns I have ever served, now abou TER ea Er 
that I have little hopes given me of recovery but by eim aoe busi- 
ness. It is my intention, therefore, to embrace the rst proar 2 2v 
tunity of returning to Bengal for the re-establishment of my e r ae he 
grave tidings that reached him from Vellore however led him toabandon his in- 
tention and to incur all risks to relieve it. On the 2nd of January he placed 
himself at the head of the army; on the 5th he was found senseless in his tent 
smitten by astrokeof apoplexy. “ For nearly two hours, during which little hope 
wasentertained of his recovery, the despondency painted on every countenance, 
and particularly on those of the native troops, whose attachment and confidence 
exceeded the bounds of human veneration, and who could with difficulty be 
restrained from transgressing the limits of decorum to satisfy their anxiety, 
presented altogether a scene of mournful interests. Expresses to Madras ex- 
cited a corresponding degree of apprehension: an earnest entreaty from the 
Government urged his immediate return, ‘for the preservation of a life so 
valuable to the State, and Colonel Lang was ordered to take eventual charge 
of the army. While the Government waited with impatience for the return 
of the General, intelligence was brought that he had marched on the next 
morning for the relief of Vellore, so far recovered as to admit of his being 
carried in a palanquin.” + 

Nothing of importance occurred till the 9th, when the army of Hyder ap- 
peared iu great force posted on the other side of the river Poonyr. On Coote cross- 
ing the stream the enemy struck their camp and marched away, but next day 
they appeared again just as the convoy was passing a swamp which had to 
be crossed. “The attacking our baggage and convoy for Vellore was apparently 
their grand object, and the guarding this, not to be repaired, often required the 
utmost circumspection. ‘They made their attack supported by a number of heavy 
guns cannonading at a great distance; just at this time, the first line had 
erossed a deep morass which impeded both our train, rice carts, and bullocks very 
much. The different brigades were immediately ordered to be posted so as 
to keep the enemy in check on all sides while our convoy passed the bad 
ground. The whole got over safe and was secured at the head of our lines.” $ 
That evening the English army halted four miles off Vellore and the next 
morning encamped beneath its walls. **'l'he provisions and stores to be deposited 
iu the garrison will be lodged there this afternoon, and as the object of our 
march is now happily completed, I shall set off on my return to-morrow 


morning. ‘The spirit of the troopsin this service does them the greatest honour. ` 


This is the day the commanding officer of Vellore acquainted both Govern- 
ment and me that it was absolutely necessary to be relieved, that he could not 
hold out an hour longer.”§ Having relieved the garrison, Eyre Coote began 
his return march to Madras. When he reached the morass he again found 
Hyder in full force prepared to dispute his passage. He tried “ by a quick 
movement as his heavy and numerous train of artillery would permit to get 
near engugh our rear corps, cannonade them advantageously before they were 
clear of the bad ground, and also to annoy our last line while they were posted 

* Secret Select Committeo's Proceedings, 2nd January 1782, Vol. III, page 828. 
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to cover the rear. His 24 and 18-pounders, commanding a much more consi- 
derable distance than our light 6’s and 12’s, gives him an opportunity of attempt 
ing these distant cannonades with an idea of some icd and Bria pe 
takes care to be certain that. there is impeding or impassable eround -hatweed 
his army and ours: thus he isalways sure of its being optional with him to 
draw off his guns in safety before our army can act offensively to advantage. 
Our troops sustained a heavy cannonade for three hours, happily with little lots. 
The instant the rear and baggage had crossed the morass, L posted my baggage 
and stores close to an adjoining hill, leaving for their protection a strong corps 
with fourteen 6 and 3-pounders, and pushed on the army over high ground by 
the nearest possible route for the enemy's main body and guns. I moved oif 
from the left lines, in column first, and, as the ground opened sufficiently for 
forming, marched on inline of battle. 'Phis wasaboutfourin the afternoon. As 
soon as our army was near enough to do execution, we opened an advancing fire 
of artillery from all parts, and had the mortification to see the enemy precipi- 
tately draw off. I term it a mortification, for if Hyder would have stood and 
risked the chance of war for one hour, his army would, in all probability, have 
been destroyed, such is the ardour and power of the handful of veterans I have 
the honour of commanding, but truly distressing our situation for the want of 
proper magazines, means of field subsistence and carriage for it.”* 

Three days afterwards Hyder again appeared in full force with an apparent 
intention of offering battle. The invitation was not declined, but after many 
hours spent in manceuvres intended to force an engagement the English army 
continued its march. On reaching Fort St. George Eyre Coote complained 
bitterly of the negligence of. the Madras Government in not furnishing him 
with supplies and transport. He wrote—''I can have no dependence on the 
armies being found in such a manner as to enable me to conduct it to such 
operations as would produce the most permanent advantages and do that 
justice which my zeal for the interests of the Company and honour of the 
British arms prompts me to. I must resign the task and leave it to the exe- 
eution of some one whose health and abilities may be better calculated to 
surmount those difficulties which I can no longer, in a due regard to the 
cause of the public and my honour and reputation as a soldier, pretend to 
contend against." 


In October 1781 the President of Fort Marlborough addressed a letter to 
Lord Macartney congratulating him on his accession to the Government of 
Madras and suggesting the capture of the Dutch settlements. He wrote— 
«phe invasion of the Carnatic by Hyder I fear has prevented a total conquest 
of Dutch India. ‘heir settlements, my lord, would have been as easily 
wrested from them as the Portuguese were formerly by this nation. Their 
forts to the eastward generally consist of a square with four bastions, 
withoutany modern works. Their garrisons chiefly of a motley tribe, without 
discipline, without clothing, and very little pay. Their officers without 
practice, generally the scum of the people, exceedingly ignorant, and dead to 
every feeling excepting to that of smoking and sophi drinking, and so great is 
the economy of their Government that scarce a garrison has a corps of more 
than five or six officers—many two. T confine this aecount to the eastern 
settlements. Two ships of the line with two frigates and 500 land forces would 
have commanded terms to any garrison, excepting Batavia. Their government 
is everywhere abhorred by the country people, and I am persuaded the appear- 
ance of ships alone, at some settlements, would occasion a revolt. My lord, 
a detachment of such a squadron during the height of the monsoon would 
answer two purposes, not only distressing the enemy, but recruiting your own 
strength, for, as Dutch soldiers consist generally of Germans, they would all 
enlist under your colours, and I am persuaded if Sir Edward Hughes would 
send this small squadron to Batavia roads, he would soon man his fleet.” 
Lord Macartney contrary to the advice of Sir Eyre Coote adopted the sugges- 
tion of his correspondent and equipped an expedition from Tanjore and Madras 
which was commanded by Sir Hector Munro. Negapatam, the principal settle- 
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omandal Coast, was captured in November, and two 


es x ve Uie i» iie on ) was also taken from 


months after Trincomalee the finest harbour 1n Ceylon 
them. 


i Tyehes anchored at Madras after the capture 
The day that Admiral Hughes anchored at Madras a 1 


consisting of twelve ships of the line and 

( 1 D ea] Sullrein, reached the coast. 
i fi < the command of Admiral 5 4 : 
owe oen The English fleet had consisted of 


5th they came in sight of Madras. | i onsisted ol 
= plana line, but the day after its return it had been fortunately 


reinforced by three ships from England. , l'he ids A ge ae aun n 
the English squadron in the roads of Fort St. £ ru A ie 
numerous than he expected, he “hauled away, $ ne Le eee 
Sm HH NAR t pum ERAS Wansports "he next ANDRE 
T 7 was spent in an exciting Chase i or ansports. | > next morn- 
vod Waleh admiral made the signal to form in duc x nr p de 
Y ie in the afternoon before “the action became genera rom our centre 
p chum the commanding ship of the enemy with three others of their 
ded line "lending down on “our centre, yet never at any iene pnr 1a 
action advancing further than opposite to the Superb's vos OPEM 
chestree and beam, and we having little or no wind and some heavy rain ¢ uring 


that time.” t ‘ : , 

« Under these circumstances the enemy brought eight of their best ships 
to the attack of five of ours as the van of our line, consisting of the Monmouth, 
Eagle, Burford, and Worcester, could not be brought into action without 
tacking on the enemy, and although the signal for that purpose was at the 
mast-head ready for hoisting, there was neither wind sufficient to enable them 
to tack, nor for the five ships then engaged with the enemy, hard pressed, and 
much disabled in their sails and rigging, to follow them, without an almost 
certainty of separating our van from our rear. At six in the afternoon a squall 
of wind from the south-east took our ships and paid them round head on to 
the enemy to the north-eastward, when the engagement was renewed with 
grent spirit and alacrity from our starboard guns, and at twenty-five minutes 
past six the enemy hauled on their wind to the north-east and ceased firing." 1 

The anxiety of the Board was greatly relieved by receipt of the admiral’s 
despatch, “and deeming the advantages gained by our ships in taking the 
Lauriston and rescuing a number of prizes captured by the enemy, and in 
silencing their fire after an action of two hours and a half under a great dis- 
parity of numbers as equal toa victory, ordered that a general discharge of 
the artillery in the garrison of Fort William be made to-morrow morning in 
commemoration of this event.” § The Council also wrote a letter of the 
warmest congratulations to Sir Edward Hughes. ‘They stated—'* In a word, we 
regard your action with the French fleet as the crisis of our fate in the 
Carnatic, and in the result of it we see that province relieved and preserved, 
and the permanency of the British power in India firmly established. For 
such important services to the nation and to the Company we, as their 
representatives, offer you our warmest acknowledgments and our sincerest 
congratulations on your success and the glory you have acquired in obtain- 
ing it.” || 

The roar of the cannon proclaiming the naval victory had scarcely ceased 
when evil tidings reached the Board from Madras. Colonel Braithwaite, who, 
after the capture of Negapatam was protecting with a small detachment chiefly 
consisting of sepoys the territory of Tanjore, allowed himself to be surrounded by 
the army of Tippoo. For twenty-eight hours, the scanty force successfully sus- 
tained a desperate conflict. Then the charge of Lally and his four hundred 
Europeans threw the sepoys into confusion and the little army was compelled to 
surrender. ‘The troops of Tippoo were reinforced by the arrival of two thousand 
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Frenchmen j and Cuddalore, whose whole garrison consisted only of fourteen 
hundred sepoys and five artillerymen, was forced to capitulate. The loss was 
serious because it afforded a convenient station, both naval and military, to the 
French. On the 10th of April the English army once again took the field. Its 
veteran Chief Huo to the Government at Madras—‘ My lord and gentlemen, 
E Di Ped a shoulda ne m Mise. me down. Worn out 
Beading, ag "AR es he o the constant fatigues and anxieties 
1 ng situ: : shall, however, endeavour as far as lays in my 
power to stem the torrent that seems almost ready to overwhelm us, not doubting 
ig ae ee to assist my labours.” * On the 24th his army reached 

andewash, where, twenty-six years before, the old warrior had defeated Lally. 
But Hyder refused to fight him on the old battle ground, and Eyre Coote march- 
ing in the direction of Pondicherry, found Hyder and his French auxiliaries 
strongly posted in the neighbourhood of Kellinoor. To attack the enemy on 
his chosen and fortified ground would have been a rash act, and the English 
general wisely determined to attempt a movement which should draw them 
from their position and compel them to fight on more equal terms. He 
therefore, on the 30th of May, marched against Arni, Hyder’s great magazine, 
feeling certain that this would draw him from his strong position. The result 
verified the correctness of his conception. Early in the morning on the 2nd of 
June, just as the English army were about to encamp near the fort, the roar 
of cannon upon the rear informed the general of the presence of the enemy. 
Tis baggage was in a hollow with commanding ground all around. Soon a 
heavy fire opened upon him from every quarter infront. After extricating the 
baggage with some difficulty, and placing it well protected on the banks of a 
tank, Eyre Coote ordered the army to advance in two lines towards that part of 
the rising ground upon which the enemy appeared in greatest force. But 
tidings that the main body of the enemy was inclining to the right toattack 
his rear, compelled Eyre Coote to alter his original disposition. ‘The manœuvre 
having been executed with the greatest celerity and correctness, the English 
army again advanced. The enemy no sooner observed it in motion towards 
them than they retreated. — After advancing a couple of miles and having taken 
possession of the heights originally occupied by the enemy, ihe English 
general halted the troops in order that the baggage should be brought up 


under cover of the line. When this had been accomplished after an hour's 


halt, the English again advanced. ‘Che enemy retreated in confusion. About 
sunset our troops came upon a part of their rear, superintending the crossing 
of some of their guns in the bed of a river. 

«I ordered," wrote Eyre Coote, “a fire to be opened upon them. Upon observing 
more attentively it was perceived that they had halted to cover the crossing of some of their 
guns or tumbrels then in the bed of the river. Being at this time advanced considerably 
beyond the ground of encampment we had left in the morning, I sent orders for the baggage 
to assemble at a place contiguous thereto which had been reconnoitred for it the preceding 
day, and for the cavalry, as soon as they could be dispensed with, to join me. In the interim 
l ordered the grenadiers of the 73rd, under the Hon'ble Captain Lindsay supported by the 
other European corps and a Bengal regiment of sepoys under Major Blaine, to push across the 
river and to drive the enemy from the opposite banks, which was performed with great alacrity 
and spirit by the whole of the corps, and with the most exemplary ardour by the grenadiers of 
the 73rd who led the attack, and who received a scattered fire of musketry from the enemy as 
they approached. They gave way on all sides and left us in possession of one gun, a long 
brass six-pounder, five tumbrels full of ammunition, and two carts of shot. The corpa cp 
tinued the pursuit with great eagerness until they had gone upwards of a mile heon the 
river, but could not come up with the enemy. However, they pressed them so close that i is 
out of doubt could even half our small body of cavalry been employed that day with the ne 
or had it been possible for them after receipt of my orders to have joined me in oa not on y 
more guns would have been taken but the whole or greatest part of Lally's corps have fallen 
into our hands. When the cavalry did join, the enemy had so dispersed and got to so great a 
distance, that no attempt could be made upon them with the smallest prospect of success." 


Vant of cavalry and want of provisions prevented the English commander 
e: taking* i greatest advantage of his victory. He wrote—* it has 
been my misfortune ever since T took the field, on the event of every success, 
to have cause to lament my inability to pursue the advantages open from victory 
for want of a sufficiency of provisions. On the present occasion, had I pos- 

edings, 
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sessed the means of subsistence, I could not only have driven ILyder up the 
Ghauts, but most probably have got hold of his grand magazine of Arni which 
would most assuredly have so far ended the war as to have checked his imme- 
diately returning in force to the Carnatic, whilst it would have given to this 
army ‘that very support which at this moment maintains his.” * 

The same express which brought the Board news of Eyre Coote's successful 
action near Arni, also brought a despatch from the admiral containing a graphic 
account of a hard fought action with the French fleet, After the first engage- 
ment the English flect had returned to Madras at the beginning of March. 
Towards tho end of that month the French admiral left Porto Novo to attack 
a fleet of English Indiamen which had appeared on the coast. Sir Edward 
Hughes on hearing of this movement immediately got under weigh, and the day 
after leaving Madras “ fell in with His Majesty’s ships Sultan and Magnanime 
and their convoy of seven of the Company’s outward bound ships, and a French 
prize, The convoy T immediately despatched to Madras roads, and took with 
me the Sullan and Magnanime, steering a direct course for Trincomalee, in order 
to land the military stores and reinforcement of troops for that garrison, deter- 
mined not to seek the enemy’s squadron till that service was first performed, 
nor to shun them if they fell in my way.” t 

On the Sth April, the English admiral discovered the enemy’s squadron 
consisting of cighteen sail, but as his first object was to relieve Trincomalee, he 
held on his course, and the French followed. On the lth, Sir Edward 
Hughes made the island of Ceylon about fifteen miles to the southward of 
Trincomalee, and bore away for that place. 

_ “On the 12th at daybreak, having altered the position of the enemy's squadron and 
given them the wind by bearing away, I saw them crowding all the sail they could after us, 
and their coppered-bottom ships coming fast up with our rear, on which I immediately deter- 
mined to engage them, At 9 in the forenoon I made the signal'for the line of battle ahead on 
the starboard tack at two cables’ length distance, the enemy’s squadron then bearing north by 
east, distant about 6 miles, and the wind at north by east, they continued maneuvering their 
ships and changing their position in their line till 15 minutes past noon, when they bore down 
to engage His Majesty’s squadron; one sail of them, stretching along to engage our ships in 
the van, and the other seven sails steering directly on our centre, the Superb, with the nont 
her second ahead, and the Monarca her second astern ; at half past one the engagement began in 
the van of both squadrons, and at three minutes after, I made the signal for a general engag 
ment ; the French admiral and his second astern bore down on the Superb within pistol Eat. 
E n ak au RE a severe fire for nine minutes, and then stood on, 
are ged, fonmouth, at that time engaged with another of the enemy’s 
Shipa, and made room for the ships in his rear to draw up to the attack of our centre unn 
m B def pur caved UTE lost her main and mizzen-masts, and drew 

$ ANS , adron, minutes past 3, being near ; 

S RU dho gnnl Zor Me sapadron to meet and haul their wimi in mine ae battle DE T 
ing the Monmouth might drift too ee Des I MENS Mp a for f Enea er and fea 
anchor and hauled down the signal for the ina on battle i "kt 40 S Ein ito preparo t 
MD disorder pen off to the eastward, and the PAREN RE eich toe 
oA a pU a, squadron in order to repair our damages, whieh on board the 
e ose mis of thes mr great indeed, both in their hulls, masts, sails, and rigging, 
all were much torn in their dads x c er Tno great injury in her hull and masts, and 

For seven thi 
AEE Or to P tho o pen lay ghin shot of each other too disabled to 

e English squadron returned to Tr : 
anon to a Dutch port. After having “refitted the several MORD T m 
ron, and taken on board suc er. s RA otin E 
English fleet returned, i. ee fune i RR eave seryiceable, the 
Bonon: On ho bth of July the pas r egapatam to watch the enemy’s 
BM contest. took. place. It 5 i eets again came in sight, and another 
. ended in serious loss on both sides, but 


without the capture of any shi The F 
abandon all idea of m orate Boc oe 


T 2. es 
aes T n his letter announcing his engagement with the French 
g e Board * most sincerely on the peace concluded between 
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the Company m the Mahrattas,"* After long and intricate negotiations and 
a succession of disappointments, on the 17th of May the treaty ‘of Salbai w 

concluded with Sindia. All territories conquered from the "Pelshera eros 
quent to the treaty of Purandhar, were to be restored; the Nizam and n die 
Ali were also to restore the territories they had taken from the Baek sh " xd 
all Europeans, except the English and Portuguese were to be axcluted fap 

the Mahratta dominions. Broach was given to Sindia for his angit i 
the English after the convention of Wargaum, and he became guarantee "Es tl P 
due fulfilment of thetreaty by the contracting parties. Eyre Goate ott 10 eir 
intelligence of the treaty of Salbai wrote and informed Hyder what had taken 
place. The Mysore Chief replied with considerable sarcasm—* I have received 
your obliging letter wherein you observe that the news of the treaty of 

J 


alliance and friendship which has taken place between the Peishwa and the Interview ! 


English must have been known to me because my name is included therein n 
Di ie TARAR En 


all of which I perfectly comprehend. Without giving me notice, how is it 
possible that my name can be incl uded ?"t He requested that an envoy should 
be sent to him with a copy of the treaty and Eyre Coote acceded to his request. 
The account of the interview between Hyder Ali and the envoy is of con- 
siderable interest, and raises our opinion of the frankness and determination of 
the Mysore Chief. - After stating that he had heard that the English general 
was a great and gallant commander and an excellent man, Hyder plunged at 
once into business. It was never any wish of his to quarrel with the English, 
but he had been driven to it by their want of faith. The envoy urged that 
he was the first to infringe the treaty, and Hyder replied— 

« I will tell you who it was that transgressed the treaty. In the first place it was stipu- 
lated that we should mutually assist each other, and they agreed to lend me troops. When 
therefore the Mahrattas had entered my country I wrote to them a variety of ways, desiring 
them to send me succours. In reply they at first told me they would send them, they would 
send them, and after some time they said they had written to Europe and expected orders from 
thence, To this I urged that it would be a year and six months before their orders could be 
obtained from Europe, and of what use would their suecours be then? The Governor's 
answer was that without orders from Europe they could do nothing. And yet at length after 
a long time had elapsed they pretended that till then. they had received no directions. In this 
manner have they framed excuses to evade this article of the treaty. In the next place I 
told-them not to go against Mahé, they said they would not, and yet they went. Iknow not 
who they are that presume to enter and raise disturbances in my boundaries."f 


The envoy attempted to justify the attack on Mahé on the ground that the 
English and French were at war, and that the Madras Government were acting 
under orders from home. In passing through Hyders territory they did him 
no injury. Hyder replied— A 

« In those sea-ports of mine that are large, the English, French, Dutch, Danes, and all 
the European nations have factories. If then the English factory should there be attacked by 
any of the rest, ought I to sit an unconcerned spectator? Surely not; but to proceed.—A 
third point is, that the people at Tellicherry are always supplying Nayem Ra with guns and 
ammunition and encouraging him by that means to wage war with me. What treaty can sub- 
sist when such unreasonable proceedings take place on our side? What friendship can ever 
be maintained between you and me? But, besides all this, every year or two a new Governor 
comes out and does whatever he takes it into his head to do without any regard to treaties or 
engagements, but only to what bappens to strike him as advisable. In this case the Company 
T acknowledge is one Company, they are not divided, but while these people that come hither 
continue to pursue such measures, what dependence is there on a treaty? It was on these 
accounts that I took it into my head, that though it should cost me crores of rupees I would 
spend it in destroying and laying waste your country till never a lamp was left to burn there, 
and having formed this resolution, I wrote to my vakeel that I should certainly Sie 
the Carnatic. But though he went and reported this, 16 was neither believed nor attende es 
An European vakeel, however, came from Madras, and presented me, as ye an now, witl à 
fine series of arguments, telling me “that they and I ought to be friends," and à Hie dea 
more to that effect. In answer to all which I told him immediately, in pla em atl poss 
tively would visit the Carnatic, and that on his way back to Madras he i : i my cavalry 
and artillery in readiness. With this plain message I sent him back, and E S kept 
my word. I have come, and for these two years have desolated your whole country an burnt 
all to ashes. In future, too, you will know what I can do, for what care I if it eost meten 
crores of rupees more than I have spent already; you, indeed, will suffer, but to me it is 2 
trifle, or nothing.” $ 
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Phe envoy asked what Hyder expected to gain if he spent another ten crores 
of rupees on the war. « Do you think the English will ever be crushed by you? 
Or the Carnatic become yours ? Do you expeet to see. it even ina dream 2 
No | be assured, this is a vaiu idea." Hyder replied—* What I had ito 
do I have done. Madras only remains, and what great matter is that Paai 
He desired to know if the envoy had brought a copy of the treaty which he 
was told had been coneluded between the Poona ministry and the English, 
and in which his name was included. The envoy remarked that the ship 
bringing & Persian copy had been captured, that those which had reached 
them were in English, and that they had not forwarded him a translation 
as it might prove inaccurate, but that he had furnished him with a verbal 
detail of the particulars of the treaty. Hyder retaliated with warmth — ay, 
am not a boy that, after spending crores of rupees and undergoing the 
fatigue of two years’ war, I should quit the Carnatic and set your people 
at liberty, merely on the strength of your information." He knew nothing 
of the treaty which had:been signed, but before four months elapsed the En elish 
would know the value of a treaty with the Mahrattas. ‘Do you know," he 
asked, * what engagements the Poona ministry have entered into with me?” 
I told him “No” * Hear then,” said he, “I will tell you : I was to expunge 
the English name from the Carnatic, and they engaged to take charge of 
Bengal This was what we agreed upon, and to this day the letters that come 
from there are to the same effect.” t As to the material assistance that the 
Nizam and Mahrattas could afford the English he professed to attach no 
importance to it: He said * You will march four toss in a day, more you 
cannot for your lives, and so keep trotting after me all round the country; my 
business in the meantime I shall take care to dispatch. T shall lay all waste 
around you, this will be my employment, and then you do your best. Bring 
the Nizam and the Mahrattas to help you, and see what you can do. You were 
all three united for a time once before, and what did it end in? And what 
think you will it come to in future? Why, each will go back the same way 
he came.” $ 
A second audience was held the next day, and for an hour anda half the 
English envoy reiterated his arguments as to fhe advantages which would 
acerue to Hyder from making peace. ‘The Mysore Chief listened patiently 
and at the close of the discourse declared that it was his wish to settle the dis- 
pute and contract a hearty friendship with the English. “ My friendship,” he 
declared, “ will not be like that of the Mahrattas and the Nizam. You have 
now, you say, secured that of the former, but take my word for it, you will 
discover, in four or five months more, how far it is to be relied upon. When 
they have not observed one dot of the treaty they made with me, why should 
you imagine their attachment to you will be more durable? There is no occa- 
sion for me, however, to tell you this: you will be sufficiently apprised of it 
when the time comes. A sight of the letters and papers that come constantly 
D ae ee you VEN See if you please, would alone convince 
3 yder declared himself willing to make a treaty of peace, but he 
refused to close the war by merely agreeing to the fioc esf «r 
have not entered,” he remarked, “the Carnatic and made NAM for 
these two years past merely for the purpose of going out as I nS and if I 
chose todo so, there would surely be no need of waiting for our orders; 
rather than do that I will stay two years more. I care ANE ds se 
pense, nor do I expect to get any money out of the Carnatic. Thati bject 
with me, for when the English troops formerly entered m i à : " p E 
scruple even then to burn and lay waste the whole territor docte d e. e 
at avails it that you possess a fort, like that of Vellore for instance with- 
out being able to realize anything from its dependencies ?"| He argued that as 
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| in the treaty with the Mahrattas and the Nizam, the English had agreed 

to the surrender of territory, he had a right to expect the same terms. It was 
in vain that the envoy urged that it was to the Mahrattas only the English had 
agreed to restore the country they had taken from them, and that they had 
not invaded nor destroyed any English possession. On this point Hyder 
| remained firm and would listen to no overtures. Sindia had written to him as 
| : to his real intention with regard to the Poona treaty. “ My answer to him 

is, that let that measure take place when it may, I am bent upon war."* 


Eyre Coote finding that Hyder would not withdraw his demands, Desti of 
: closed the negotiations, and with his troops returned to Madras. The time Hyder Ali 
had come when he must leave the veterans he had so often led to victory. 
Je had begun the campaign broken in health, and the toils and anxieties 
of war had quite undermined his constitution. The doctors informed him 
| that his only hope of recovery was a sea voyage and change of air; and it was 
with no common pain that he obeyed their commands and set sail for Bengal. 


He had not long left the scene of war when tidings reached the Board of 
| the death of his great antagonist. Worn out by the fatigues of the campaign and 
i sulTering from a cancer, Hyder Ali expired in his eightieth year. A bitter and 
inveterate foc of England, he possessed some of those qualities which Englishmen 
admire. Me had received from nature excellent parts, vast muscular strength, 
i and unflinching courage. He was a bold and skilful horseman and no one 
| outdid him as a marksman. llis education had not been such as to develope his 
| understanding. He could not read nor write any language, but he spoke Can- 
| arese, Mahratta, Telugu, and Tamil. He was his own prime minister, and in 
the business of the State was most assiduous. He had the talent of choosing 
his servants well, and treated them with generosity if they served his ambition, 
but with ruthless severity if they interfered with his glory. His temper was 
HS purely intellectual and was alfected neither by pity nor passion. No act was too 
A base or cruel for him to commit in the pursuit of his aim, the prosperity and great- 
| ness of the empire which he founded. The rising power of the English threat- 
ened, he considered, its security ; and he carried merciless devastation into their 
dominions. With singular pertinacity he warred against them for years, but at the 
close of life he felt he was engaged in a hopeless conflict. After his death, p us 
‘Tippoo found in the folds of his father’s turban a small scrap of pape on Y E 
f were written the following words: “I have gained nothing by t ag d at 
| the English, but am now, alas, no longer alive. if you, through fear o a sturb- 
ances in your own kingdom repair thither, without having pee y m 
| eluded peace with the English, they will certainly folios ee X 
war into your country. On this account, RU it 7 i or fn E d 
peaee on whatever terms you ean procure, and then go to your y- 


rever, did not hearken to the advice of his father, and conti- 
| nued the o T LESEE have been brought to a close if m English M 
| uck a decisive blow. But General Stuart, who succeeded to the command o 
eM dr army, after the departure of Eyre Coote, wasted US ime m 
altercation with the civil authority. With a bettere quipped aray t han à ir ye 
Coote ever commanded, he allowed sixty days to pass wi aut A ng oy 
ward movement, and when he did move his only action was to destroy 
PN of three forts which a Cooke we m Ne to 
rex rer esirous to conduc a S 
ex i eR E Ee peace on any terms. They sent an o 
b nos tiate with Tippoo, and requested from the Supreme Coe a 
aaa m powers to conclude a peace with Tippoo. The request aroused the 
c 
gor astings. He wrote:— : ; 
m ae. lost the most favourable occasion that could petes for eei e 
a out of the Carnatic, and even preventing Hyder's on fromen one n Y > 
e part of the power of his father, you now request to be invested with po 
S J 


re 00 as i [ y rield to im whatever his father 
acknow ed I p the representative of Hyder, and to yield $ h i I b : 

i ; "i d ror, amidst all our distresses, Was subjected to resign by the treaty which we had 
in d 3 


concluded with the Mabrattas. 


Tippoo, 
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sts of Great Britain in India but little that your President, in a long 
ron the happy opportunity which has been 
i records of 


«t 1t avails the intere 
LE yn ears sensible of 
: Ith of February last, app | lie 
Itt th wo jery of the Carnatic, and. the expulsion of our natural enemies; 1 
lost for the recover’ s stinging invective, and mutual complaint are no satisfaction to the pub- 
laborious Ss a or oreol that may cost millions, and upon a field where immense 
lie in compensation for a neg i : 


sums had been expende 


d to maintain our footing." * 
he uneasiness caused by the tidings from Madras led Tastings once gore 
to appeal to the patriotism of Lyre Coote. He asked him oue Coa a pr 
ihe army in the field. Though his health had not recoverec m the a igues 
: » Eyre > d to the request 
and anxieties of the late campaign Sir Eyre Coote accer "vm ) the euet 
and embarked on board the Resolute Tor Fort St. George. a » x xin T C 
yrosmerous voyage the vessel was approaching Madras when at dusk four ships 
LA yereeived steering the same course. At the break of day it was dis- 
OE that they were enemies. “For the four following peed uae full 
moon, the night as clear as the day, the chase was n = efa igab y pum 
sued; fresh breezes were in the day, calms in the ER i in a Pe 
wo had, in spite of their number, the apparent heels of t ROS E m ie 
calms the frigates by making use of their sweeps and tow- age s a vays 
regained their distance; during the whole chase the four ships were never 
nearer us than one league, nor further distant than five, till the last day, when 
we ran two of them out of sight.”+ But the suspense proved too great for 
the shattered constitution of Eyre Coote. ‘On the third day, big with the fate 
of the service, wrapt up with his country’s cause, and feeling, I believe, his own 
consequence and the benefit the enemy would reap if they captured him, his 
family also on board, and a thousand other points crowded on his shattered 
frame ; the trial proved too great, and the General dropt on deck, struck with 
a paralytic stroke; from that day, he has been as ill as mortality is capable of 
enduring; however, thank God, we have got him on shore, better than could 
have been expected, and I have hopes that he may yet recover the use of his 
right side, and be otherwise in time reinstated.”t ‘The hopes were not destined 
to be realised. On the 27th April 1783, Colonel Owen wrote: “ Your good 
and great general, Sir Eyre Coote, is no more, worn down by severe illness 
and fatigue both of hody and mind, a very martyr to the public cause. He 
this afternoon about five o'elock, resigned his breath, thank God, seeming with- 
out pain; his last two days were remarkably placid and serene."$ To his native 
land in the spring which followed his death were taken the remains of Eyre 
Coote and buried in the quict village of Rockwood in Hampshire. A sumptu- 
ous monument was erected in Westminster Abbey to commemorate his worth. || 
He was a brave soldier and a great captain. Tis military acquirements were 
extensive, both from study and experience, and his movements were bold, com- 
prehensive, and cautious. With cool reflection he planned his operations and 
with unflinching resolution, amidst appalling difficulties, he executed them. In 
him daring valour was combined with patience and sweetness of temper. In the 
hour of danger and trial his singular serenity roused the hopes of his veterans, 
and his unaffected kindness and consideration for them won the affection of 
the European soldiers and made him the idol of the native troops. 


The death of Eyre Coote was a severe blow to Hastings’ plans of retrieving 
the desperate state of the Carnatic. But his resolution never faltered to conduct 
vigorously the war against Tippoo ; and he wrote to the Madras Government abso- 
lutely forbidding them to make peace with the Mysore Chief. The Poona Govern- 
ment had, after many months’ delay, ratified the Treaty of Salbai, and Hastings 
hoped that by the aid of the Nizam and the Mahrattas a single campaign vigor- 
ously conducted should lead to his overthrow. But General Stuart was incapable 
of vigorous action, and Lord Macartney was bent on making peace. When news 
reached India that the French had concluded peace with the English, the Govern- 
orof Madras again wrote to the Supreme Government asking for power to ar- 
range a treaty withTippoo. Hastings replied: **Yourequireour consent to treat 
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with Tippoo on the basis of the Mahratta trea i Ki 
Maly thon plaosiu Barone D? BE Hos Vet) and the pacification which has 
prided with Tipps it He ria Ro Su IOR peace is already formally 
is bound to compel him to it if he shall je id and by the former the Peishwa 
P dreet aid cadeperden? tei DUNS we therefore we cannot consent to 
ee atavever web So TaS HODIE Pp 0, nor to any conclusive agreement 
liàies."* He added: “ Respecting our abd ecrit fora cessation of hosti- 
We epon ot TUS ae Ra g yo ae e us Tippoo for a reimbursement of 
invasion of the Carnatic, we can onl ; : BYE or E oes duco by sis 
Unies tablet of eee s y express our astonishment at your making 
it t i ject of a serious proposal, and of serious reproach to us for o itting 
it in our treaty with the Mahrattas; but, in short, had it been ever pr icable 
your mode of proceedings would have effectually defeated ever E di Rn 
obtaining it. To solicit peace in order to claim a Falta raed toi ibo. E 
penses of the war is anew doctrine in negotiation which will not o 
India, and we doubt of its efficacy in any country.” } The letter loses in COR 
emphatic remark: “We have only again to repeat that we will i002 A 
to your making any direct treaty of peace with Tippoo Saheb.” Lord Mich 
ney, contrary to these express orders, continued negotiations with Tippoo but 
the Mysore Chief for three months treated his proposals with silent ist 


At length the gallant capture of Cannanore by a small body of English troops,§ Treaty with Tippee: 


and the want of success which attended his own arms, led Ti 

to negotiate a treaty which was signed on the 11th of March Lo pu 
were a mutual restoration of all conquests, and a severe struggle of four 
years left neither of the contending parties with any advantage. “The treaty 
though it made a temporary peace, was a provocation to future war. it 
entailed the necessity of another conflict to correct the arrogance with which 
it inspired Tippoo. E. 


Hastings objected to the form of the treaty, as it made no mention of the Hastings objection 


Nawab of Arcot and excluded him from a participation in the peace stipulated for thee 


his dominions. This the Governor-General regarded as an avowed usurpation of 
his right of sovereignty and subversive of the principles of justice and good faith. 
But he considered peace to be “an object too valuable to be rejected if it can be 
retained with honour,” and he expressed his willingness to sign the treaty pro- 
vided it were accompanied with a declaratory clause which should include the 
Nawab of Arcot as an essential party to it. Hastings also objected to the treaty 
on account of the total omission of the names of the Peishwa and Mahadajee 
Sindia, who had both striven to compel Tippoo to comply with the treaty 
of Salbai. **The Mahrattas,' he wrote, “after having manifested to the 
world the decided part they had taken, were left exposed to the consequences 
of Tippoo’s resentment, since the treaty was settled without any provision for 
them, or even allusion to them, although the peace itself was dependent on 
the treaty with Sindia, and was ina great measure, if not absolutely, the 
effect of their vigorous interposition.” In order to soothe the wounded feel- 
ings of Sindia, and to reconcile him to the treaty, Hastings wrote him a letter 
in which after declaring that “the treaty was in every respect conformable to 
that of Salbai," he endeavoured to make up for the inattention which had been 
shewn to his Government in the form of the treaty by ascribing to him and 
the Mahratta State that degree of merit in the completion of it which he 
thought was simply their due.|| Hastings’ apprehensions that the Mahrattas 
would be offended at their names being omitted from the treaty were 
not without foundation. His letter, however, dispelled the unfavourable 
impression created by the treaty. Hastings wrote—* Sindia felt that some 
declaration of this kind was necessary not only to preserve the consequence 
of the Mabratta Government in the eyes of its neighbours from being dimi- 
nished by the inattention shewn towards it by the deputies from Fort St. 
George, but also to justify himself to the ministers of his superior for having 
led them into measures which, whatever might have been their effect with 


* Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 4th September 1783, Vol. Ill, page 1015. 
+ Ibid » page 1015. 
Ióid » page 1015. 
8 For detailed accounts see Selections from the Bombay State Papers (Home Series), Vol. I, page 97. 
1l be found in the Selections from the Bombay State Papers, Vol. JI, page 316. 
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regard to the English Government, had been attended with m. Bene OUR 
Mahratta State, and threatened to involve it in a war with * aa : ERI 
the first movements were produced by a plan concerted with us, one ou Pay y 
cipation in it assured under à new engagement, but. w hich they w E now 5 
to conduct by themselves. So strongly was Sindia impressed with t ie x eas 
that he thought it necessary to desire that, a similar declaration should be eee 
to him by the Board."* And although it was contrary to the NEP a 
constitution which prescribed that all correspondence with the princes of In ia 
should be carried on through the Governor-General singly,” t Hastings recom- 
mended the Board to authorise him to send Sindia in their name a written 
declaration to the same effect as that contained in his letter to nim. M 
pardonable pride he informed the Board: “ It is in some degree orien dn iue 
present subject, yet I cannot refrain from imparting to you the p sue res 
faction whieh I myself feel in observing the great and evident change | iat has 
within these few years taken place with regard to our Government in the 
opinions and dispositions of the principal powers of Hindustan. We son now 
to have regained our proper weight in the political system, and the neig ibour- 
ing States, who formerly shrunk from our advances, are eager to participate in 
our views, and to connect their interests with ours.” f 

The great change, to use his modest words, that had taken place was due to 
the courage and statesmanship of Hastings. Menaced by foes on all sides, ill- 
supported by his masters, surrounded by colleagues who thwarted, embarrassed 
and intrigued against him, be contrived by his individual energies to raise the 
Company from being a body of merchants and adventurers into the most 
powerful State in the politics of India. Englishmen have grown so accus- 
tomed to being the masters of India that they have not sufficiently. realised 
the difficulty of Hastings’ task, or the genius of the man whose far sight first 
saw and whose brave and confident patience realised this. romantic idea of his 
country’s greatness. As he told the House of Commons :— 


«The valour of others acquired, I enlarged and gave shape and consistency 
to the dominion which you hold there; I preserved it; I sent forth its armies 
with an effectual but economical hand, through unknown and hostile regions, 
to the support of your other possessions; to the retrieval of one from degrada- 
tion and dishonour ; and of the other from utter loss and subjection. I main- 
tained the wars which were of your formation, or that of others, not of mine. 
I won one member$ of the great Indian confederacy from it by an act of 
seasonable restitution; with another| I maintained a secret intercourse, and 
converted him into a friend; a third I drew off by diversion and negotiation, 
and employed him as the instrument of peace. When you cried out for peace, 
and your cries were heard by those who were the object of it, I resisted this, 
and every other species of counteraction, by rising in my demands, and accom- 
plished a peace, and I hope everlasting, with one great State ;** and I at least 
afforded the efficient means by which a peace, if not so durable, more season- 
able at least, was accomplished with another.t+ 


"I gave you all, and you have rewarded me with confiscation, disgrace 
and a life of impeachment.” 


At the time when Hastings was straining every nerve to bafile the foes of 
England in India, and his efforts were about to be crowned with success, news 
reached him of the severe censures which had been passed on his conduct by 
the Secret Committee of the House of Commons. This was speedily followed 
by intelligence of the subsequent resolution of the House that it was the duty 
of the Directors to recall him. The Court of Directors decided that it was 
expedient to remove him, but the Court of Proprietors rescinded their resolution. 
In December 1782 Hastings wrote a letter to Lord Shelburne who had succeeded 
Lord Rockingham as prime minister, in which he vigorously defended his 
foreign policy. He stated with truth that the invasion of the Carnatic was 


* Sceret Select Committee's Proceedings, 18th July 1784, Vol. III, page 105. 
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| ION, xci 
Si) 
aue to a great confederacy against all Briti } 
E. Rn HET d ih nst all the British Governments, and that he had 
| ) i e origin of the Mahratta war, but “the prosecution of it was 
e m ee ae peace Is exclusively mine.” “ Foreive me.” he writes, “ the 
boast when I add that I hz 3 > instr ofi ing Presi 
a that I have been. the insirument of rescuing one Presidency 


from infamy and | Py ihilation ? Wear, : 
y both from annihilation. Fearing that his conduct at Benares 


might be misrepresented and misconstrued, he forwarded Lo shell 

copy of the narrative which he had ordered to be printed prese 

place. “It may perhaps prove,” he wrote, “a gratification of curiosity to our 

lordship to receive a book which is, every process of it, the manufacture of the 

country." Hastings’ fears were well-founded. Fox and Burke, annoyed at the 

Court of Proprietors’ refusal to recall him, had begun to attack the Benares case 

F with all the invectives they could command. In February 1782 took place the Coalition t tween 

| famous coalition between Fox and North, and the combined parties defeated the Fox and Nor. 
ministry on a motion concerning peace. The same month Hastings received 
a copy of the resolution of the Court of Directors condemning his conduct 

| in the affairs of Benares as a breach of treaty, and justifying Cheyt Sing. He 

| regarded the resolution not only in the light of a personal insult, but as an ` 

incentive to the princes of India to throw off the authority of the Company and 

assassinate their servants. For the sake of his masters he had shrunk from no 

danger and no responsibility, and they had condemned him. It would have 

been more profitable to him to have followed a less arduous and safer course. 

pe words he wrote to a friend reveal how deeply he felt the wrongs done to RU defence of 

impu is policy. 


| 
| * I could have guarded myself most effectually against their censures by avoiding all 
| responsibility, and covering myself with their orders in whatever I did. I could have kept 
their troops and treasure at home, when the Presidency of Bombay was engaged in schemes to 
n which it was confessedly unequal. I could have suffered the disgrace of the unhappy affair of 
Wargaum to remain an indelible stain on the British name. It was no concern of mine, I 
| could have suffered the Carnatic to fall an easy prey to Hyder, when Francis opposed the 
| measures which I suggested for its preservation, and I could have justified it on the principle 
of self-preservation, the prior care due to the first possessions of tbe Company, the want of 
| authority from home, the season of the year, which would render it an act of madness to send 
| their troops to perish by sea, and by a fair estimate of ways and means, which would prove 
that we had not assets for such an enterprise. I could have acquiesced in the violations of 
faith, which the Government of Madras were guilty of towards Nizam Ali, and contented 
myself with protesting against it. I could have seen Chimnajee lay Bengal waste, for it was 
scarce in his power to avoid it, and nothing but my private aid prevented it. I could have sat 
quietly down when our ordinary resources would yield no more supplies for the war, and ruin 
threatened. What business had I at Benares ? 

** But if I had observed this discreet and safe conduct, let me ask not you, my friend, but 
! my most rancorous enemies, what would have been the state of the Company, or whether it is 
| d likely that it would at this time have existence? . 
‘In the meantime I could have provided an ample fortune for myself, by meaus which 
no one could have assumed to hurt or discredit me.” 


In a letter to the Court of Directors Hastings carefully and eloquently re- 

we viewed his whole policy. After apologizing for whatever might appear offensive 
| in it, he declared that he should have submitted in silence to the severest expres- 
sions of censure had they been no more than expressions and applied to real facts. 
* But when the censures are not applied to real facts and are such as substan- 
| tially affect my moral character, I should myself bean accomplice in the injury 
if I suffered the slightest imputation to remain which it was in my power to - 
efface.” He refuted by cogent arguments the statement that Cheyt Sing was ~ 
an independent prince and that he was guilty of any breach of faith in his 
treatmentof him. He then proceeded with great earnestness to deprecate the — 
sugeestion of the Court to restore Cheyt Sing, and declared that he would mx. EOD 
immediately resign if Cheyt Sing were reinstated at Benares. Then enlarging ji... 
with considerable force on the services he had done the Company, and the 

atience and temper with which he had submitted to all the indignities which 
had been heaped upon him, he requested the Court to obtain the early nomi- 
nation of a person to succeed him, and declared his intention to resign their 
service as soon as he could do it without prejudice to their affairs. 


When Hastings wrote this letter, he fixed upon the beginning of the year Oude afairs. 
for his departure to England, but shortly after despatching it an event 
occurred which compelled him to alter his plans. The Nawab of Oude and 
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his ministers bad appealed against the conduct of Mr. Bristow,, Be Resi- 
dent, and “ impelled me," wrote Hastings, “ by every tie of justice, Ak aon 
and public duty to sacrifice every consideration that regarded. myself alone, 


: 1 "ws vedress," It wasa costly sacrifice, for it entailed upon 
E n cton from his wife. His love and admiration for her oe 
unbounded. There was not such a being in the world, as long as she ed by is 
sido, nothing could come amiss to him : the cares and fatigues of the ay 
made no impression on his spirits. W hen she had left he wrote : I miss a 
in every instant and incident of my life, and everything Reoms m wW S i d d 
stillness around me ; I come home as to à solitude. His greates ; con m A E 
absence was to read her letters. “It contains your words and y m j UE h T and 
T had rather brood over the melancholy passions excited by it, t jan x ae harer 
in the most pleasing entertainments that nature or art E | 3 Or m 
he only action in his lonely and stormy life concerning D n 1 - i p 
seems to have ever crossed his mind was his resolve to part from her. é 
think we have ill-judged. The reflection has often for an instant occurred 
to me that we were wrong, but I constantly repressed it. I urged ever ything 
that could fix the resolution beyond the power of recall and felt a con- 
scious pride in the sacrifice I was preparing to make."* "The state of his 
"wife's health laid him under the stern necessity of sending her to England : 
the state of India compelled him to remain at his post. D will resign this 
thankless office," said he, “on the first favourable opportunity ; but I will 
not be driven from it either by the folly of my subordinates or the in- 
justice of my superiors. I have saved India, in spite of them all, from 
foreign conquest, neither will I quit my post until the internal affairs of this 
great country shall have been restored to something like order." Bengal and 
Behar was threatencd with famine, and Hastings appointed a committee to take 
measures for the relief of the people. He also applied the whole energies of 
his mind to the ever-ungracious task of retrenchment and reform. The state 
of affairs in Benares and Oude caused him grave anxiety. He had always 
regarded Oude as our bulwark against foreign aggression, and its prosperity 
and good government as essential to the safety of our own dominion, From 
the first moment that he had become Governor-General he had courted an Oude 
alliance with unceasing assiduity, and he had sedulously cultivated the friend- 
ship of the Nawab Shuja Doula and his son. “His titular rank of Vizier 
of the Empire,” wrote Hastings, “rendered him a conspicuous object of view 
to all the States and Chiefs of India, and on the moderation and justice with 
which the British Government in Bengal exercised its influence over him, 
many points most essential to its political strength and to the honour of the 
British name depended." Hastings was of opinion that Bristow had treated 
the Nawab neither with moderation nor justice. When the latter met him 
at Chunar he had persuaded him to agree to the admission of the assistance 
of the Resident in the charge then specially given to his minister of his finances 
and public disbursements. Dissatisfied with the conduct of Mr. Middleton, to 
whom this charge was first committed, Hastings nominated Mr. Bristow 
to itin his stead. ‘lo this I had various and powerful inducements. The 
principal was the reiterated order of the Court of Directors for his appointment ; 
secondly the wish of the other Members of the Council urging it; thirdly, their 
declaration of uniting tosupport my authority, and other concurrent circumstan- 
ces removing the objection which had hitherto opposed it; fourthly, a reliance on 
the personal gratitude of Mr. Bristow for my optional nomination of him to so 
important a trust; and fifthly, his assurances and a pledge given me for the per- 
formance of them in which I then reposed areligious confidence.”+ ‘This confi- 
dence, Hastings considered, Bristow had betrayed. He had enjoined him to 
study on every occasion to conciliate the good-will of the Nawab and “to shew 
him every ostensible and external mark of respect,” but the Resident treat- 
ed the Prince as a dependant, and prescribed to him “the number of horses 
which he should be allowed to use and the dishes which should be cooked for his 
iable."$ He also interfered in every department of the State. The Nawab com- 


* “ Echoes from Old Calcutta," page 302, 

+ Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 29th September 1783, Vol. III, page 1018. 
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plained to the Board, and they requested Bristow to answer the charges 
brought against him. Six weeks having elapsed without a reply being received 
from him, Hastings moved that Bristow be recalled, the office of Resident dis 
solved, and the Nawab and his Minister made responsible for the pa "ment of 
the Company's debt. All the proposals were, after considerable discusion re- 
à replied and alleged tha r -acti 
according to the orders of the Góyernor. CEREA who ied EE 


any being sati Tasti AS: : a f 
Company beiug satisfied. Hastings was a statesman who identified his own 


personality with the objects of his administration, and the defence of Bris 
Poe. T him in the light of a personalinsult. Ife was Medis 
mand anc to be obeyed. The temerity of Bristow aroused his anger, and the 
opposition of his colleagues increased it. He knew they did not possess the ability 
or the courage of his old opponents, and that they had only plucked up spirit to 
attack him when his recall was imminent. He felt that he had not that collected 
firmness of mind which he once possessed * and which gaye such a superiority 
in my contests with Clavering and his associates. My last year’s sickness has 
left a debility upon my constitution which I cannot remove, nor shall I, till I 
ory a colder climate."* Te however possessed a sufficient amount of the old 
imperious vigour to baffle the spirit of cabalin his Council. He told them that 
he held them solely responsible for the state of anarchy in Oude since they 
would neither enforce his instructions nor give Mr. Bristow others. his 
alarmed them. After many discussions they offered to recall Mr. Bristow if the 
Vizier liquidated his enormous debt to the Company by bills on creditable 
bankers “ payable half in one month and the remaining half in two months 
from the date of Mr. Bristow’s surrender of his office to the Vizier.” And they 
added—* We shall agree to this arrangement on the express condition that the 
Governor-General will hold himself responsible to the Company and the publie 
for the faithful performance of these engagements on the part of the Vizier and 
his ministers, as well as for the security of the internal peace of the country, to 
maintain which and enforce these arrangements we shall give him our utmost 
support.” t Hastings immediately replied, rejecting the offer. He pointed out 
that it was impossible for the Vizier to pay even half of the sum owed in the time 
mentioned, and he added—* Nor if the Nawab Vizier would engage to pay it 
and I believed him capable of paying it would I ‘ hold myself responsible to the 
Company and to the public for the faithful performance of such an engage- 
ment,’ because I do not think it consistent with truth or the regard which 
every man ought to pay to his own reputation to bind himself to the per- 
formance of acts which depend solely on the ability and will of another.’ 
His colleagues replied “that they could not imagine nor suggest that the 
Governor-General should be answerable in his private fortune for so large a 
sum or that his responsibility should extend further than those obligations 
which constitute responsibility in a decided recommendation of any measure 
contrary to the general opinion of the majority of the Board.”§ Hastings 
gladly consented “to be specially answerable for the propriety of the measure, 
and the Board resolved to recall Bristow, and withdraw the Company's 
Residency from the Court of Oude. “I have indeed conquered,” wrote 
Hastings, “ but I feel little inclination to triumph in my victory ; for my hands 
are yet fettered, and such is the wretched state of the Vizier's affair, that 
nothing can be more discouraging than the prospect before me. If the Nawab 
Vizier shall desire me to come to his assistance I shall offer it to the Board, 
and shall be better pleased if they refuse than if they assent to it. Yetl will 
do what I can to gain their assent.”|| A short time afterwards he informed a 
friend that he had written a minute tendering his services to go to Lucknow 


and he added— e 
i f i i t, than I can 
«I know that I ean do much more if I am myself the immediate agent, - 
by distant influence and a delegated authority, but I may fail, for most wretched is the state 
of the Vizier’s dominions, and I may lose my reputation in the consequences of it. On the 
other hand, I may be the instrument of retrieving it and of paying the debt which is due 
-— 2 


* Memoirs of Warren Hastings by Gleig, Vol. III, page 122. ] 

+ Secret Select Committee’s Proceedings, 27th December 1783, Vol. III, page 1050. 
t Ibid » page 1051. 
§ | Td » page 1052. 
|| Memoirs of Worren Hastings by Gleig, Vol. III, page 14. 
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from the Nawab to tlie Company, ny servie 
ca e behind me, whatever reproaches the inventive 


ne for having saved the national interests and honour 
tions, would have fallen on both."* 

after some discussion gave an unwilling assent to Hastings 
dto Lucknow. In January 1784 his wife sailed alone for 


lastin 


may cast upon I 


but f 


prop 


England, and in the foll 
made a stay of five days at Benares and 
account of the wretched conditior 
Buxar to Benares,” he wrote, “ Iw 
of the discontented inhabitants. 


continued drought and to : 
The land agents and tax-gatherers exacted from the proprietors 


long 


administration." t : 1 
of the actual harvest a large increase In 
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and if I do, I shall close ny service with glory and leave a 
malice of my countrymen 
from the ruin which, 


owing month he started on his journey to Oude. He 
sent to the Council a long and minute 
iof that province.t “From the confines of 
vas fatigued and followed by the clamours 
" Their discontent and distress was due to a 
a defective if not a corrupt and oppressive 


kind on their stipulated rent. Those 


who held their fields by the tenure of paying one-half of the produce of their 


crops wer 
whose engagemen 


por 
sion 


Genera 


e robbed of nearly the whole by false measurements: and from those 
ts were fora fixed rent in money, the half or a greater pro- 
tion was taken in kind. ‘Trade was paralysed by the extortion and oppres- 


of the eustom-house authorities. “ The exorbitant rates,” the Governor- 


1 wrote, “exacted by an arbitrary valuation of the goods, the practice of 


exacting duties twice on the same goods, first from the seller and afterwards 
from the buyer, and the vexatious disputes and delays drawn on the merchants 
by these oppressions were loudly complained of, and some instances of this 
kind were said to exist even at the very time when I was in Benares. Under 
such circumstances we are not to wonder if the merchants of foreign coun- 
tries are discouraged from resorting to Benarcs, and if the commerce of that 
province should annually decay."$ Hastings forwarded to the Council an ela- 
borate plan for reforming the administration, for making the Raja more directly 
interested inits working, and for the appointment of fresh officials. The Board 
resolved “thatthe Governor-General be authorized to carry into execution the 
plan submitted, the Governor being responsible for its elfect, as a temporary 
expedient.” |] 


From Benares Hastings proceeded to Lucknow. He first devoted him- 
self to the intricate task of adjusting the accounts between the Vizier and the 
Company. It was a matter to which he had devoted particular attention and he 
succeeded in persuading the Vizier to give his consent to an equitable arrange- 
ment. After adjusting the accounts, by wise handling of the finances and effect- 
ing considerable retrenchments he put the Nawab in a position to pay his debts. 
He also took great trouble in arranging a revenue settlement for five years 
which would afford relief to the husbandmen suffering from years of scarcity. 
The military establishment of the Nawab had been both inefficient, and costly 
and he placed it on a regularand economical basis. After leaving Lucknow he 
discovered that the Vizier suffered a hardship ** from the army subsidy being kept 
up at its original rate although the number of troops employed by us for the 
defence of his dominions has been greatly reduced.” The reduction was due to 
the strength of each regiment being reduced from one thousand to seven hundred 


men. 


Hastings wrote: “Neither the Vizier norany of his ministers have 


ever mentioned to me this deficiency, but it is not the less our duty to take 
it into consideration. 
many years back, we have been regulated by the strictest regard to justice, and 
the Vizier on his part has on every occasion relied most implicitly on our 
justice as well as on the accuracy of our Accomptant-General. Let us then 
confirm that confidence which is so happily reposed in us by pointing out mis- 
takes eyen although we must be losers by correcting them. ?** 


To remedy the injustice Hastings proposed that the cost of the regiment at 


Lucknow, for which the Vizier paid a separate amount, should be included in 


In all our adjustments of accounts with the Vizier for 


x ipud of Warren Hastings by Gleig, Vol. III, page 143. 
ue minute will be found in Secret Select Committees Proceedings, 20th April 1784, Vol. III, page 1082. 
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that of the troops for which the original subsidy was settled. The proposal was 
vetoed by the Council, and they also repealed the order given by Hastings thata 
costly detachment of the Company’s troops stationed at the Nawab’s expense 
upon his northern frontier should be recalled.* 


Finding that hi ; : : are tat 
NOH S uu WE Were bent on maintaining the detachment, Hastings’ proposal 
astings a consent to the Nawab lending it to the son of the Moghul ma te son of 


7 dd Reo trn s é f y : the Mogha "t. 
Emperor to assist him in the expulsion of the Sikhs from the territories of which. 9s «carpit n 


they had lately possessed themselves in the neighbourhood of Delhi. The Gov. 9s#inst the Sikhs. 


" 
[i 
a 
| 
| 


| "at "^ 5 7 " 71 1 
SaN Eso regarded the growing power of the Sikhs as a grave danger. He 
wrote— A new source of serious contemplation has arisen from a nearer quarter, 
r namely, that of the Sikhs, a people who from a mean sect of religious schis- 


matics have rapidly grown into the members of a dominion extending from 
the most western branch of the Attock to the walls of Delhi. They are by 
their bodily frame and habits of life eminently suited to the military 
profession ; but this propensity is qualified by a spirit of independence which 
is a great check to its exertion. Every village has its separate and distinct 
ruler acknowledging no control but that of the people of his own imme- 
diate community, who in their turn yield him little more than nominal sub- 
mission."t Conquest and a man of superior capacity and enterprise aided by 
the spirit of religious enthusiasm might, however, weld them into a nation. 
The extinction of the Moghul Empire which was rapidly approaching to its 
fall he considered might give birth to a new dominion. “We are too apt,” he 
wrote, “to despise the danger which we have not experienced, and to con- 
i clude that what has not happened in the ordinary course of events never will 
happen. On such a presumption my conclusions may expose me tothe ridicule 
of those who may deem them the mere effusions of a wild Imagination. I am 
willing to submit to this consequence if the events which I have foreboded shall 
| be prevented by seasonable means of opposition ; but I trust to time, and that 
E not distant, for verifying my prediction if this people is permitted to grow into 
|. maturity without interruption.” ł Time verified the prediction. "The genius 
| of one man, the ruler of a petty tribe, welded the Sikhs into a great kingdom, 
ji and established a power greater than that of Sivaji and Hyder Ali against 
|J which we had to struggle for the mastery of India. 


The Prince, whom Hastings was anxious toaid in a campaign against the 
Sikhs, had escaped in disgrace from the court of Delhi. The Moghul emperor, 
his father, was a mere puppet in the hands of his minister Afrasiab Khan. 
Afrasiab Khan had offered to enter, under the name and sanction of the Em- 
peror, into a treaty with the English and the Vizier, but Hastings rejected 
the offer because “ so far from promoting the wishes of the King, we should 
have to encounter the secret opposition of himself and his ancient servants, 
and perhaps the declared enmity of many other factions now lying dormant." $ 
The Governor-General had, however, expressed the opinion **that it would be 
for the credit and interest of the English Government to exert their endeavours 
to relieve the Shah from the thraldom of his ministers and to establish his 
authority at least in his dominions," and when the fugitive Prince prayed his 
assistance, he was not unwilling to grant it. He wrote—“ Fallen as the House of 
Timur is, it is yet the relic of the most illustrious line of the Eastern World; its 
| sovereignty is universally acknowledged, though the substance of it no longer 
| exists, and the Company itself derives its constitutional dominions from its 
| ostensible bounty.” The wretched state of the House of Timur appealed to his 
imperial imagination, and he considered it not only a generous, but a wise 
poliey to prevent its extinction. In the confusion which was certain to 
follow its fall he considered some new adventurer might start up from the 
general mass who would constitute a new dominion and join to it all the 
powers and prerogatives of the past. Hastings felt that those who had the 
Moghul Emperor in their hands must become the legitimate masters of 
India, and he wished to gain for his country that position. * I do not want 
to send armies into the field," he wrote, “ nor to disturb the repose which 
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ovs and requires and the fatigues and losses which 
an arom a ng and aom alated warfare. I want no more than the 
$ pnp ootate and I am persuaded that I shall have no need to enforce rig ee 
bunt, liowever, were unwilling to adopt so bold a policy and refused to 

countenance any expedition in favour of the Moghul Emperor. t 
| Not only by arms and by diplomaey did Hastings extend the influence id 
England, but also by commerce. It was his capacious mind that first conceivec 
the plan of opening friendly commercial intercourse between the De d 
whom he ruled and the natives of the lofty table-land behind the snowy to 
the north. He had when Governor of Bengal begun a friendly CS dde mace 
with the rulers of Tibet and Bhutan, and on the 18th of May W F po he 
first British mission to Tibet under Mr. George Bogle. On the 26t xr i ; ee, 
1775, the Governor-General laid before the Board a letter from Bog o in a ming 
them of his interview with Teshoo Lama, and an interesting memoran um on 
the trade of Thibet. ** The principal articles of merchandise, he writes, “ between 
Bengal and Thibet are broad-cloth, atter, skins, neel (indigo), pearls, coral, amber, 
and other beads, chauk, spices, tobacco, sugar, Malda stripped sattins and a few 
white cloths chiefly coarse ; the return is made in gold dust, musk and cow-tails. i 
When Bogle returned from Thibet, he found Francis, Clavering, and M onson in 
power, and as he was a protégé of Hastings, he could expect no favour from them. 
The changes made in the administration had deprived him of all his appoint- 
ments, and he had no employment but to act as one of Hastings assistants. 
In December 1775, the Governor-General proposed that Bogle be allowed a salary 
of Rs. 1,200 a month during the time he was employed on the mission, and the 
motion was carried. It was a small sum considering the good work done and the 
amount which men situated like Bogle made in those days. When Hastings on the 
death of Monson regained his power, he once more turned his attention to estab- 
lishing free commercial intercourse between Thibet and Bengal. On the 9th of 
April 1779 George Bogle was appointed to proceed again to Bhutan and Thibet 
“ for the purpose of cultivating and improving the good understanding subsisting 
between the Chiefs of those countries and the Government, and to endeavour to 
establish a free and lasting intercourse of trade with the Kingdom of Thibet, and 
the other States to the northward of Bengal.” The Lama, whose respect and 
confidence Bogle had won, was then on a visit to Pekin, and he desired Bogle to 
go round by sea to Canton, promising to obtain the Emperor's pass for him to 
proceed and join him inthe capital. The death of the Lama and of Bogle caused 
for a time the intention of sending a mission to be abandoned. But when 
Hastings got letters from Thibet informing him that the soul of the late Lama 
had entered and animated the body of an infant, he proposed to send’ a second 
deputation to Thibet. The Board consented, and Mr. Charles Turner was appointed 
to proceed on the mission. On his journey to Lucknow Hastings met 
at Patna Turner returning from Thibet, who handed him a report on the 
results of his mission and also a narrative of his interview with the young 
Tama.{ ''Teesho Lama," he wrote, “is at this time about eighteen months 
of age. He did not speak a word but made most expressive signs and 
conducted himself with astonishing dignity and decorum. His complexion 
is of that hue which in England we should term rather brown but not 
without colour. His features good, small black eyes, an animated expression 
of countenance, and altogether I thought him one of the handsomest 
children I had ever seen."$ ‘The description of the interview between the 
English Envoy and the Great Lama, the high priest of millions of beings, is 
Inexpressibly sad. “The little creature turned, looking steadfastly towards 
ey Mr elecatance of punch attention while I spoke, and nodded with 
miel CUM gy T ements of the head as though he understood and 
y word but could not utter a reply. ‘The parents, who stood 


E n Es ume, eyed their son with a look of affection, and a smile expressive 
o ey e H Joy at the propriety of the young Lama's conduct. llis whole 
regard was turned to us, he was silent and sedate, never once looking towards 
* Memoirs of Hastings, Gleig, Vol. IIJ, page 193. 

T Secret Select Committees Proceedings, 24th February 1775, V. 


f Account of an embaesy to the Court of tho Teeshoo Lama in T 
1 
$ Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 


ol. III, pnge 254. 


hibet by Captain Samuel Turner, 
13th April 1784, Vol. 111, page 1077. 
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his parents, as if under their influence 
pains his manners may have been formed Bo-- dofPécb.et - ; : 
behaviour on this occasion appeared perfect] tn ? l must own his 
and not directed by any action or sien of a, y matura And spontaneous, 
| D Mer en sign o authority."* The next day the 
| for : Yas very much struck with a small clock a nt TP 
j watching for a long time the r e e se mr 
but with gravity, and without any childish emotion ED When fa ae 
visit to the Lama, Turner “received his despatches for the Gove an im 
and from. his parents two pieces of satin for the Governor with ian See 
| ments. They presented me with a vest lined with lamb-skins makine ee 
jf many assurances of a long remembrance, and observing that at po 
"Teesho ie a Eius and incapable of conversing, but they hoped o sce me 
aec when he shall come of ae DAS uoc tae ane ae 
| ale Mc is a rs eee I replied that by favour of the Lama I 
| might ag i is country." i Turner never had another opportunity of 
| visiting the country and no English official has since held personal intercourse 
E with the rulers of Thibet. So completely was the policy of opening com- 
mercial intercourse between India and the trans-Himalavan reeions abandoned 
| that the very history of the Hastings’ negotiations was forgotten and most of 
the valuable records of the Thibet and Bhutan Missions have been lost.§ 
| The expeditions of Bogle and Turner to Thibet were not the only voyages 
|! of discovery which Hastings despatched. He caused the harbours and rivers 
of Cochin China to be surveyed, and directed the explorer to penetrate as far as 
i} he could into the interior. He also had the shores of the Red Sea explored, with 
$ the view of opening, by that line, a more direct and rapid communication ] 
I between England and India. He also collected much valuable information, |] 
1 regarding the Kingdom of Ava and its adjoining districts. His np/iring energy 


at the time, and with whatever 


| RA REA j Though unacquainted with Zr 
J Sanskrit he encouraged learned pundits to settle in Calcutta, and gave them iq 
| support while they pursued their researches. The Asiatic Society and the | 
Mahomedan College at Calcutta are splendid monuments of his zeal for the i 

advancement of Oriental learning and education. 


The time was drawing near for him to leave the land for whose welfare Hastings’ zsturn to 
he had laboured with unwearied energy. In November 1781, Hastings returned Calcutta. 
to Caleutta from Lucknow. On his journey down he received letters from home 
announeing that Pitt had dissolved Parliament, and that the coalition party had 
been defeated at the elections. Major Scott told him that the Lord Chancellor 
considered that the ministry ought to give him a peerage and a red ribbon, and 
that His Lordship did not know a man who cut so great a figure upon the stage 
of the world as Hastings. To his other extraordinary actions must be added that 
of giving a ministry toGreat Britain, for he had put an end to the late ministry as 
completely as if he had taken a pistol and shot them through the head oneafter 
i another. Pitt had also declared that he looked upon Hastings to be a very great 
and indeed a wonderful man. The news of the downfall of his foes, and the 
flattering terms in which the new ministers spoke of him, led Hastings to hope 
that he would be permitted to pursue his policy without interruption from 
home, or obstruction from his colleagues. He wrote to his wife: ‘I shallabide 
by the resolution which I communicated to you in my letter of the 24th of 
September, that is to say, if I am required by authority to stay, and have the 
powers given me which ought to belong to my office, and proper objects are 
assigned for my stay, I will stay, however repugnant it may be to my own 
feelings, or hazardous to my health.” Hastings had about this time also heard 
of Pitts intention to introduce an East India Bill, and he trusted that it would 
grant him the powers he had so long desired. On the 20th of December he 
received a packet “ by way of Bussorah " which put an end to all his hopes and 

** Secret Select Committee's Proceedings, 18th April 1784, Volume Ili page 1080, 

+ Ibid i page 1081. 

t Ibid » page 1081, A 

8 Narrative of the Mission of George Bogle to Tbibet by Clements R. Markham. Mr. Markbam writes—* All'attempta 


to fiad adequate materials among the records at Calcutta or the India Office have failed.” A note in the Consuita- 


sions informs us tha: the original journal was sent to the Directors. I however hope that a careful search among the 


bundles in the Foreign Office may yet bring to light a copy of the journal. 
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hesitations. It brought hima copy of Pitt's Bill and of his EE pce | 
which Hastings considered more inimical to him than all the ons m d f A ] 
and Burke. Onthe 27th December he wrote : “ I have scen, read, au d Fx Ii 
Mr. Pitt’s Bill. It has determined me. d shall make an early m or ed i] 
colleagues on the affairs of Oude and if they will engage to abide REY I 
engagements there, I will depart as soon as the Barrington is ready. x : 
now loading." The dream of his life was shattered; and in the rm P 
his stewardship which he wrote on his voyage home he poured out his ee ine 
z “ Yet may I feel a regret to see that hope which I had too fondly indu ged, 
and which I had sustained during thirteen laboured years with a persever- 
ance against a succession of difficulties which might have overcome tho iia 
stancy of an abler mind, of being in some period of time, however m e 
allowed to possess and exercise the full powers of my station, of which I had | 
hitherto held little more than the name and responsibility ; and to see with it | 
the belief, which I had as fondly indulged, that I should become the instru- 
ment of raising the British name, and the substantial worth of its possessions in 
India, to a degree of prosperity proportioned to such a trust, both vanish in an 
instant, like the illusions of a dream ; with the poor and only consolation left | 
mo of the conscious knowledge of what I could have effected, had my destiny | 
ordained that I should attain the situation to which I aspired, and that I have | 
loft no allowable means untried, by which I might have attained it.” 


Cile of Hastings On the 18th of January 1785 Warren. Hastings delivered to the Board a | 
Administration. — minute in which he informed them of his intention to relinquish the service, if | 
his colleagues would give him an absolute and unqualified promise to carry | 
out the late arrangements made with the Nawab Vizier. Having received from | 
his colleagues an explicit answer agreeing to abide by the agreement, he wrote | 
a formai resignation of his powers to his old masters. He told them with 
perfect truth that no man ever served them with a zeal superior to his own. | 
On the 1st of February, Hastings attended for the last time a meeting 
of the Council over which he had presided for thirteen years, and after wishing 
his colleagues a warm farewell and paying a handsome tribute of praise to those 
who had aided him in the heavy task of government, he surrendered the keys 
of office and brought to a close his great administration. Had he been guilty 
of the crimes laid to his charge, so unwearied was the pertinacity and malice 
of his enemies, that it cannot be doubted they would have been able to furnish 
more satisfactory evidence of his guilt. Of that guilt they never produced any 
proof. In answer to the charge of having oppressed the natives by extortions 
and exactions, there are the testimonials of all ranks of people in India in his 
favour. As he told his judges: ‘‘It is very seldom that mankind are grateful 
enough to do even common justice to a fallen minister; and I believe there 
never was an instance in the annals of human nature, of an injured people 
rising up voluntarily to bear false witness in favour of a distant and persecuted 
oppressor.” Burke told the House of Lords that the testimonials were extorted, 
and “that the hands were yet warm with the thumb-screws that had been 
put on them.” It is incredible that Hastings’ successor Lord’ Cornwallis, a 
man of the noblest and gentlest character, would have countenanced acts of | 
oppression and eruelty to gain petitions in favour of Hastings. In fact, 
when Hastings’ attorney informed him that the natives of India were 
desirous of bearing testimony to the merits of Hastings, and requested permis- 
sion that the officers of Government might have authority to transmit to the 
Governor-General in Council any testimonials tendered by the natives, Lord 
Cornwallis caused a cautious letter to be circulated among all the Collectors 
and Residents which stated: “With this request the Governor-General in 
Council has been pleased to comply, and I have therefore to inform you, that 
should any such address be tendered to you, you are at liberty to receive and 
forward them to me. The liberty now accorded is merely to receive and 
d. transmit testimonials when voluntarily offered ; and you are not to deduce any 
; inference from it that you are authorised to exercise any further interference in 
; this business,"* Macaulay, while admitting that Hastings was beloved by the 


| 
| 


* “ Debates of the House of Lords on the events delivered on the trial of Warren Hastings Esqui i 
» i ; 7 A d gs Esquire, Proceedings 
of the Eset India Company in consequence of his Acquittal and Testimonials of the British and Nativa Thhabitedte of 


Scot P his character ma conduct whilst he was Governor-General of Fort William in Bengal,” Debrets 
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people i he [CU attaches little or 
because they may have been due to the i mé Rich E 
we find S herd of ER ee the Rode a l officials. 
spieuous for his courage and hich mindedness raf ; 
PA Government on the ground n n ef e to forward the addresses 
business of the Company there is no necessity th re lave no connection with the 
come or send to me. Lot them do what i t AA inhabitants) should 
the inhabitants of Benares stated: “THe laid the tonii e 7 es e 
pillars of the law. In every shape, we, the site pu justice and the 
the time of. his administration, lived in ease and peace. 
greatly satisfied with, and thankful tohim. As the said Mr. Hastings was lone 
acquainted with the modes of government in these regions, so the inmost 
purpose of his heart was openly and secretly, indeed, bent upon those things 
which might maintain inviolate our religious advances, and persuasions, and 
way he cherished us in honour and credit.” The Pundits and other pio 
of Benares sent him an address in which they wrote: ‘Whenever that man of 
vast reason, the Governor-General, Mr. Hastings, returned to this place, and 
people of all ranks were assembled, at that time. he gladdened the heart of 
every one by his behaviour, which consisted of kind wishes, and agreeable con- 
versation, expressions of compassion for the distressed, acts of politeness, and 
a readiness to relieve and protect every one alike without distinction. To 
please us dull people, he caused a spacious music gallery to be built, at his own 
expense, over the gate-way of the temple of Veesmaswar, which is esteemed the 
head jewel of all places of holy visitation. He never at any time, nor cn any 
occasion, either by neglecting to promote the happiness of the people, or by 
looking with the eye of covetousness, displayed an inclination to distress any 
individual whatsoever.” The inhabitants of Murshedabad also forwarded an 
address in which they stated that ‘ the whole period of Mr. Hastings’ 
residence in this country exhibited his good conduct towards the inhabitants. 
No oppression nor tyranny was admitted over any one. He observed the rules 
of respect and attention to ancient families. He did not omit the performances 
of the duties of politeness and civility towards all men of rank and station 
when an interview took place with them. In affairs concerning the govern- 
ment and revenues, he was not covetous of other men’s money and property ; 
he was not open to bribery. He restricted the farmers and officers in their 
oppressions in a manner that prevented them from exercising that tyranny 
which motives of self-interest and private gain might instigate them to observe 
towards the ryots and helpless. He used great exertions to cultivate the 
country, to increase the agriculture and the revenues. He transacted the 
business of the country and revenues without deceit, and with perfect pro- 
priety and rectitude. He respected the learned and n men and in oH fer 
the propagation of learning he built a college, and endowe i with a pr s 
for the maintenance of the students, in so much that thousands reaping the 
benefits thereof offer up their prayers for the prosperity of England, and for 
the success of the Company.” Quotations of a similar nature tom Es 
addresses might be multiplied to any extent. But addresses are not the only 
evidence we have of the honour and esteem in which Hastings was held by d 
natives of India. Burke declared in Westminster Hall that under the govern- 


no importance to the addresses 
However, 
an Dunean,* a man con- 


' country, during 
We are therefore 


. ment of Mr. Hastings the country itself, all its beauty and glory had ended iu 


in pilgri cs of t budda 
a jungle for wild beasts.+ A Brahmin pilgrim on the banks of the Ner ] 
ed that ‘he had lived under many different Governments ane ae elled 
in many countries, but had never witnessed a general diffusion e appin 
equal to that of the natives under the mild and equitable ace Age o :: r 
Hastings.” f The testimony of the Brahmin pilgrim was confirmed by Lom 


* Jonathan Duncan became Governor of Bombay in 1795, and, after having ruled the Presidency with great 


S5 i creeds, 
i t1811 beloved by men of all classes anc 3 
vi fourteen years, he died on the 11th of Augus e. ; 
y re Lords t have seen the very reverse of all this under the goremmenb of Mr, Hastings: tie unig 
itself, all n Nani d glory ending in & jungle for wild beasts. E Vi AW oe ue. 
CDs that pity which the poorest man and the meanest situation might very d T 
mr ` 


438.) : 
CE pier the words of this respectable pilgrim; we were near 
^ ie irs, Vol. II, e 70.— I cannot forget the spect pilgrim; y : 

i £ orbes) Qriantel Memoire ET aa d thus concluded his discourse :— As x Pueri One Le acids prie 
lum UY ia its branches for the comfort and re of all who seek its shelter, is emblematica 
Sey i e Governor resemble the burr-tr e d : s 
a fhe ao M M and wide, to afford protection and happiness to Lis peoples sucb, Sateh, is 
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rse of his evidence before the House of Lords 
the natives: and Sir John Shore after- 
ity, humanity, and honour it 
?* deposed to the same effect. - 


In answer to the charge that he violated treaties and disregarded the legiti- 
mate rights of native Chiefs, we have the letters of two of the leading native 
sovereigns to his successor requesting to be treated by him as they were treated 
by Hastings. ‘There are also letters from the sovereign of Berar, from the Nizam, 
from Mahadjee Scindia to the King and the Company expressing their strong 
sense of his justice and good faith, lis tender regard for the rights and feelings 
of the native Chiefs is testified in the strenuous battle he fought for the N awab 
of the Carnatic and the Vizier of Oude. "Phat he was lofty and imperious with 
those who were disloyal, that he could brook no opposition to his will, may be 
admitted. But that he was kind and considerate to those who were loyal, and a 
generous master to those who served him, there are numerous indications in these 
volumes. Ile saw that the power of England must be paramount in India, 
and for the honour and greatness of his country he strove with unwearied 
energy and unflinching courage, but he also desired that the paramount power 
should be surrounded by loyal feudatories allowed to govern their states 
without interference as long as they regarded the welfare and prosperity of 


their subjects. 

Absorbed in the work of legislation and administration, in negotiating treaties, 
organising armies, and sending forth expeditions, Hastings had scanty leisure 
to devote to his own affairs and he proved a poor steward of his private fortune. 
He told his judges: “I was too intent upon the means to be employed for 
preserving India to Great Britain from the hour in which I was informed that 
France meant to strain every nerve to dispute that Empire with us, to bestow a 
thought upon myself or my own private fortune.” It would have been better 
for his reputation had he bestowed more time on the regulation of his house- 
hold, and had been less lavish in his expenditure, and had curbed his generosity. 
But during his trial it was ‘clearly shown that the charge of having conta- 
minated his hands with unlawful gain was wholly without foundation. It 
is not, however, by evidence produced at his trial that Hastings has been judged, 
but the calumnies of political opponents and the exaggerations of fervent orators 
have been accepted without examination or discrimination. The load of oblo- 
quy resting on his memory has in some degree been removed by clearer and juster 
views of the events of his time and the character of the man who did good 
service for his country and the land in which he toiled for five and thirty years. 
His fair fame will not suffer from an examination still more rigid and dispas- 
ete, and for this examination authentic materials are supplied in these 
volumes. 


Cornwallis, who said in the cou 
that Hastings was much esteemed by f 
wards Lord Teignmouth, “a man of whose integr 


is impossible to speak too highly, 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee, from 28th April 1772. 


Secret Department. Fort William, the 28th April 1772. 


seenen 


AT A CONSULTATION PRESENT: 
The HON’BLE WARREN Hastines, President. 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
Parr M. Dacres, Esq. 
Tuomas LANE, Esq. 


T UE 
E 


RICHARD BAnWELL, Esq. 
James Harris, Esq. 


JAMES LAWRELL, Esq. 
HENRY GOODWIN, Esq. 


Joux Granam, Esq. 
Read and approved the Proceedings of 16th instant. 


The President informs the Board that in consequence of orders received 
President's Minute informing the from the Secret Committee by the Lapwing and re- 
Foard of the seizure of Mahomed ferred to in paragraph the of the general 
VEO Cn ea letter from the Court of Directors which accompanied 
it, he has sent instructions to Mr. Middleton to arrest the persons of Mahomed 
Rezza Cawn and Rajah Amrit Sing, his Dewan, and tosend them undera guard. 
to Calcutta; that he has received advice from Mr. Middleton that the same 
i has accordingly been put in execution. His letter to Mr. Middleton, and Mr. 
t Middleton's in reply, he desires may stand in the proceedings :— 
No.1.—His letter to the Chie To SawvEL Monteto, Esq. 
b of the Durbar and reply thereto. 
SIig,—By the Lapwing’s packet which arrived last night, I received a 
| letter from the Secret Committee of the Honorable Court of Directors, in which 
| they direct and enjoin me immediately on the receipt of the said letter to issue dh 
| my private orders for securing the person of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, and to 

b . bring him down to Caleutta. 

IE S Their commands are peremptory and require immediate execution, neither 
will the urgency of the occasion admit of delay. Many considerations 4nduce 
me to delegate this trust to you. Your station and authority point you out as 

d the fittest person for it, as the particular confidence, which I repose in your 
| integrity and fidelity to our common masters, is a pledge to me for your pune- 
$ tual and instant discharge of it. Tet 

* E This therefore is to require of you, that upon the receipt hereof you do 

k immediately arrest the person of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, and send him under a 

N sufficient guard to Calcutta, allowing him only the time necessary for furnish- 

ing himself with such conveniences as he may want on the way. 


Your own disposition will make it needless to recommend that every mark 
of tenderness and respect beshown him consistent with the literal performance 
of this service; but it will be best to avoid a personal meeting with him. I 
advise, but do not insist on this, leaving it to your discretion. 

You will be pleased to keep a guard on the house of Mahomed Rezza 
Cawn, and suffer nothing to be removed from it, until you receive further in- 
. structions on this subject either from myself or the Select Committee. 

I must desire also that you will cause Rajah Amert Sing, the Dewan of 
omed Rezza Cawn, to be seized and sent down to Calcutta. um 
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ommend to you the greatest caution and secrecy in 


is unnecessary to rec scor 
s b that it may be the cause of no alarms or disturb- 


the conduct of this business, 
Es kh I have, &e., 


F WILLIAM, ' A 
Eih April 1773. Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


No. 2, To the Honourable Warren HasriNos. 


i Srn,—In obedience to your commands signified to saa UE MM of me 
24th instant, I have the satisfaction to acquaint you tha A lis UE 
seized the persons of Mahomed Rezza Cawn and his Dewan Amert Sing, auc 
placed proper guards upon their houses and effects. $ 
i As you wore pleased to intimate your wish that I should avoid a per sonal 
| interview with the Nawab I deputed Mr. Anderson, one of my X y to m ait 
d. 1 upon him with a letter from me, and to communicate the disagreeable orders 
AE T had received regarding him ; at the same time an officer with eight companies 
of sepoys was detached from the brigade to expediate the execution of these 
orders and to guard against any evil consequences which might have issued in 
the city. Apprehending that this alarm would occasion some disturbance, I 
: \ went myself with a part of this force, joined to some companies of pergunnah 
A sepoys to the killah with a view to explain the matter to the young N abob, and 
j to obviate any consternation or surprise which might have seized him from an 
event thus sudden and unexpected, and at the same time to preven tan y irregu- 
larities which at this critical juncture the Nizamut sepoys or the Nabob S own 
servants might have been tempted to commit; but I had the satisfaction to find 
that however prudent circumstances might have made these measures appear, 
there was in fact no absolute necessity for their adoption, for I did not discover 
the least tendency to tumult or disorder throughout His Excellency’s depen- | 
| dants and so little inclination did Mahomed Rezza Cawn show to oppose or i. 
impede the immediate execution of your orders, that he was no sooner acquaint- 
ed with the purport of them, than he made a voluntary resignation of himself 
and effects to the officer who was deputed to take him into custody, and here I 
"should not do justice to the calm submission with which he met his unhappy 
fate was I not to notice the readiness he manifested to comply with your orders 
in their fullest extent, and so for from wishing to protract the period of his 
T departure from hence, I can venture to assure you, you cannot be more impa- 
tient for his arrival in Calcutta than he appears to be, and he accordingly pro- 
ceeds on his journey tonight under an escort of two companies of sepoys, 


commanded by Lieutenant Lucas. | 
: He proposes embarking at Mirzapore and will require 3 budgerows and 15 | 
. baggage boats for himself and his Dewan; these with a small addition to the 
number of boats for the service of the sepoys, I am to request may be des- | 
patched from the Presidency with all possible expedition. | 
E i Iam, &o., | 
Doia - (Sd) SAMUEL MIDDLETON. | 
rm MoomnIJIL, : 
The 27th April 1772. ie 


D 


As the purpose of the Secret Committee in their private comma 
been fulfilled and as the conduct of Mahomed Rezza Carn hath UN M 
by the. Court of Directors to the examination of the Board at large, the Presi- 
dent thinks it necessary as well for their satisfaction as to enable them more 
clearly to understand the meaning of the Court of Directors in the restraint 
which they have thought proper to order on the person of Mahomed Rezza 
Cawn to lay before them an extract of such part of the orders of the Secret 


ume respect this particular subject which he desires may be re- 


mus RU Tua Mn Mehr. Extract of a letter from the Secret Committee to the Presi- 


ceived from the Secret Committee, dent, duted the 28th August 177 1. 
P 2 3 , 
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In order therefore to make him amenable to a due course of justice, and 
to prevent the ill consequences that might result from the resentment and 
revenge, which he may conceive on the knowledge of our intentions, we hereby 
direct and enjoin you immediately on the receipt of this letter to issue your 
private orders for the securing the person of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, together 
with his whole family and his known partizans and adherents, and to make use 
of such measures as your prudence shall suggest for bringing them down to 
Calcutta; and it is our pleasure and command that they be by no means suffered 
to quit the place until Mahomed Rezza Cawn shall have exculpated himself frorn 
the crimes of which he now stands charged or suspected, or shall have [only 
and]* for the revenues collected by him in the Chucklah of Dacca, and have 
made restitution of all sums which he may have appropriated to his own use 
either from the Dewannee revenues or the Nabob’s stipend, and until he shall 
have satisfied the claims of all such persons as may have suffered by any act of 
injustice or oppression committed by him in the office of Naib Dewan. 


The Board, taking into consideration the Company’s orders as expressed 
No. 4—Board’s Resolutions in in their letter to the President, the object it has in 
MUSS E Gn view, and the measures that have consequently been 
pursued, and having received information of the Nawab Mahomed Rezza 
Cawn's near approach to the Presidency, judge it necessary to come to an 
immediate determination in what manner he shall be received, and having 
viewed the subject in all its different lights are agreed in the following 
resolution:— Resolved, that they cannot consistently with the orders of the 
Company and his present situation receive him with the honours which were 
usually paid him on the occasion of his former visits to Calcutta, 


The majority of the Board however, considering the rank of Ilis Excel- 
lency Mahomed Rezza Cawn, the station he has filled, and the character and 
consequence he has held in the empire of Hindustan by the honours and dignity 
conferred on him by the King at the particular instigation of Lord Clive and 
his Council on the part of the Honorable Company, judge it proper that one 
of its members be sent to intimate to him the cause of his seizure, and ta 
inform His Excellency of the points on which the Honorable Company express 
their displeasure, and that they look to us to obtain satisfaction from him for 
the injuries which they conceive their affairs to have sustained by his mis- 
management and corrupt administration. Resolved in consequence that Mr. 
Graham be appointed to wait upon His Excellency on his arrival at Chitpore ; 
and upon that gentleman’s motion for particular instructions to regulate his 
conduct in the discharge of so irksome a duty, the Board is of opinion he 
should be furnished with a letter from the Government to the following purport 
(here enter, No.*), and that he further inform the 
Nawab in general terms of the heads of the accusa- 
tions laid to his charge which will afterwards be properly digested and delivered 
to him in writing. He is also to acquaint His Excellency that itis left at his 
option either to remain at Chitpore or proceed to his house in Calcutta, and 
should he find the Nawab under any apprehension or alarm for the safety of 
his person he is to remove such wrong impressions by giving him full assurance 
of his personal safety, and further to dissipate all groundless fears it becomes 
necessary he should give His Excellency a competent idea of the Honorable 
the Company’s intention in his seizure, which is merely to render him amenable 
to a due course of justice. 


The President, Mr. Aldersey, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Goodwin beg leave to 
enter their dissents to the last resolution. 


*No, not found in bundle. 


No. 5—Mr. Goodwin’s Minute. 

I think that deputing a member of the Council to meet Mahomed Rezza 
Cawn at Chitpore, though not meant asa mark of respect by the Board, 
must have that appearance in the eyes of people in general, and I apprehend 
the Company will also deem it as such, which I take to be expressly.contrary to 
their intentions as well as inconsistent with the circumstances and situation 
Mahomed Rezza Cawn at present is in; whereas I take it to be the meaning of 
the Company, by their having been pleased to divest Mahomed Rezza Cawn of 
his office and ordering his person, with his relations, dependants, and adherents, to 
3 *[Sic. in original.) 
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be seized and brought down to Caleutta, and that measures be taken to prevent 
their making their escape, that no honours whatever or even the appearance of 
them ean or ought to be shewn him. Besides it may have such an effect with 
the natives that it may discourage those who otherwise might have complaints 
to prefer against him from doing it, instead of which I think that all people 
should rather be invited to bring their complaints against him and the cause of 
his disgrace proclaimed; in the meantime that both Mahomed Rezza Cawn 
and his Dewan should remain at their houses with guards over them to prevent 
their eseaping, and that he should not be visited or visits received from him. 
Tt may happen that Mahomed Rezza Cawn will prove himself innocent of the 
crimes the Company suspect him guilty of. I wish he may, but from the strong 
manner the Company have wrote regarding him they must have been furnished 
with substantial grounds for their present proceeding, othexwise they would 
surely not have put themselves to the expence of sending outa packet on 
purpose. 

For these reasons I must beg leave to enter my dissent to the resolution of 
the majority of the Board for deputing one of its members with the letters 
from the Governor to Mahomed Rezza Cawn, which I think would have a better 
appearance if conveyed to him through the Secretary as proposed by the Presi. 
dent, or through the Persian Translator. 


(Sd) H. GOODWIN. 


No. 6—Mr. Harris’ Minute. 


The President having informed us that he had in part put in execution 
the orders of the Honorable Company, addressed to him direct by their Select 
Committee in a separate letter per Lapwing enjoining him to seize and secure 
the persons of Mahomed Rezza Cawn, his relations, dependants, and adherents, 
and that the said Mahomed Rezza Cawn with his Dewan are on their way to the 
Presidency, as prisoners under charge of an officer's party, it appears to me that 
he thereby suffers the most apparent marks of disgrace, and their displeasure ; 
that the deputing therefore a member of the Board to receive him on his 
arrival is but an ill compliment to him in his present situation, and as whilst 
labouring under the serious and heavy charges preferred against him by the 
Honourable Company he must be considered as a culprit till he had vindicated 
his conduct, he cannot with propriety receive the hanours heretofore due to his 
station. Consequently asa member of that tribunal, before which he is to prove 
his innocence or stand condemned, I should object to visiting him in my public 
capacity; the intention of the majority of this Board to console him thereby 
under his misfortune I am convinced proceeds from the most humane senti- 
ments, but I should suppose the assurances from the President of a candid and 
fair trial, with the most just and equitable decision, ought to be deemed suffi. 
cient consolation to a mind supported by conscious innocence ; whereas if he is 
guilty, all that can be said by a member of the Board will, and indeed ought 
to be ineffectual, but such a mark of favor and distinction may in some measure 
bias the weak minds of the natives in general, and of those in particular 
whose evidence may be necessary to his conviction, for which reasons I beg 
leave to enter my dissent to the opinion of the majority. 


(SQ) J. HARRIS, 


: No. 7—Mr, Aldersey’s Minute, 
n my opinion there will be a manifest impropriety in deputine a member 
of ae ministration to Mahomed Rezza A A his UNI at nns 
2 a ae Presidency, as I cannot help thinking that it may be regarded in the 
um ie i p ment at least, and that every appearance of that kind should be 
NS Moe ly inconsistent with the intentions of our employers both as to 
M. d j us prescribed for making a scrutiny into the conduct of that 
pcr um 5 ‘a ewan and Naib Subah ; and the tendency that any mark of 
s us im under his present circumstances may have to disappoint 
i ons or render it the more difficult to execute the express com- 
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mands we have received from the Court of Directors bv the Lapwing packet, and 
that whatever it may be thought necessary to communicate from the Board to 
Mahonied Rezza Cawn on his arrival at the Presidency should be done by the 
hands of their Secretary or Persian Interpreter. 


(Sd.) W. ALDERSEY. 


No. S— The President's Minute. 


The President thinks it his duty to minute that the second resolution has 
passed without his assent. He wishes to shew Mahomed Rezza Cawn every 
mark of attention and even of respect due to the station which he has so lately 
filled in the administration of these provinces, and still proper, while his 
conduet is only a subject of enquiry. He also thinks it becoming the dignity 
and justice of the Government to give him such assurances as a man in his 
situation may stand in need of, whose ideas of the consequences of ministerial 
disgrace have heen originally formed on the despotism and violence of Asiatic 
manners ; that however rigidly we may prosecute the enquiries which the Com- 
pany have ordered tc be made into his conduct, no personal ill-will shall be 
allowed to take place against him, and that equal and strict justice shall be 
shown him, To this effect the President has already written a letter to 
Mahomed Rezza Cawn. 

. But however he may approve of such private intimations he is of opinion 
that any public show of respect to Mahomed Rezza Cawn in his present cir- 
eumstances will be inconsistent with the restraint which has been imposed upon 
him, and may counteract the end intended by it, in creating an opinion in the 
minds of the public that his power is but suspended, and thereby discourage 
those who may have complaints to prefer against him by the fear of their fall- 
ing hereafter under the effects of his resentment. 

He also thinks it very unbecoming the character and dignity of a 
member of this Administration to be employed on a public deputation to a 
man who stands.aecused by the Court of Directors themselves of the most 
criminal conduct. 

Since however the majority of the Board have resolved otherwise, he 
thinks it very proper that Mahomed Rezza Cawn should on this occasion be 
apprized verbally, and in general terms, of the articles which have been laid to 
his charge. 

The following is copy of tbe letter to Mahomed Rezza Cawn alluded to 
in the preceding minute of the President. 


No, 9—To Manon Rrzza Cawn. 


` From the knowledge which I had of your character before my arrival in 
this country, and from the friendly intercourse which had commenced between 
us, it was my very earnest wish to cultivate the same good understanding with 
you which had subsisted between you and my predecessors in this Government. 
It was therefore with exceeding grief and mortification that I found myselt 
disappointed in those hopes by the peremptory commands which I have received 
within these few days past from the Company, with which you have been since 
informed by the proceedings of Mr. Middleton, in consequence of the directions 
which I was under the necessity of giving him. I ama servant of the Com- 
pany, and whatever they order it is my duty to obey nor can I deviate little 
from it. Ishall be happy in my private character if I can afford you any 
testimony of my good-will or attachment to you of which you will rest 


assured. 


As Mahomed Rezza Cawn is now deprived of his office of Naib Dewan 
the Honourable Court of Directors have resolved to stand forth themselves in 
the character of Dewan. The Board are of opinion that the Moorshedabad 
Council of Revenuo to act for Council should be directed immediately to undertake 
the present as Dewan. the conduct of that office until proper plans can be 
formed for the management of so important a trust. It is therefore— 
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nd the following direction to that Board :— 

yas Oud To SaMuEL Minpieron, Esq, Chief, &e., Council of Reve- 
in consequence. nue at Moorshedabad, R.B, i } : 

GENTLEMEN, —The Honourable the Court of Directors having thought 
proper to divest Mahomed Rezza Cawn of his station of Naib Dewan and 
faving determined to stand forth publicly themselves in the character of Dewan, 
we direct that for the present you take charge of that office and perform the 
duties of it until we shall have settled and digested a proper plan for the con- 
duct and management of so important a trust, and you will immediately make 
this alteration publie at the city as well as in all the districts appertaining to 


the province of Bengal. 


No. 10—Letter to Moorshedabad 


We are, &c., 
Members of Council. 


Fort WILLIAM, 
The 28th April 1772. (Sd.) 


The Board, considering that the seizure of Amert Sing, who at present 
farms the western division of Radshai, may probably induce the persons 
employed under him in that district to attempt an embezzlement or secretion 
of the revenues, judge it proper to enjoin the Moorshedabad Council to 
pursue immediate measures for securing the rents, and obviating any ill-con- 
sequences that might otherwise arise from the privation of his authority, and 
the following letter is accordingly written :— 


No. 11— Letter :o Moorshedabad enjoining them to pursue measures To SAMUEL MIDDLETON, Esq. 
for securing the revenues of Radsbai, Amrit Sing’s Farm, Chief, &., Council of Revenue at 


Moorshedabad. 


GENTLEMEN, —As in consequence of our President’s orders to the Chief, 
the person of Raja Amrit Sing, the private Dewan to the Nawab Mahomed 
Rezza Cawn is in confinement, it may be necessary to recommend to you the 
taking such immediate measures as shall prevent the officers and people 
employed under him as the farmer of the Western Division of Radshai from 
taking advantage of this circumstance by withholding or embezzling any part 
of the revenues or collections of that district, and we request that you will 
use your best endeavors for securing the payment of his rents and obviating 
any Other ill consequences which might otherwise ensue from this privation of 
Amert Sing's authority. 


Forr WILLIAM, We are, &c., 
The 28th April 1772. (Sd.) Members of Council. 


No. 12— Board's Minute. 

As the eharge of neglect or embezzlement of the revenues is equally 
applied by the Court of Directors to Setabroy, the Naib Dewan of the Behar 
province, as to Mahomed Rezza Cawn, as they have directed a minute enquiry 
to be made into both, and as the leaving Setabroy in possession of his office 
after the measures whieh have been taken respecting Mahomed Rezza Cawn, 
pe anon rn ns must necessarily form with regard to himself, 

y put in his power to elude any enquiry into his conduct either by pri 
collusions with his agents or by fight 2 j p m 

The Board are of opinion that it will be e i 

£ d i qually necessary to lay an im- 
mediate restraint upon his person and that of his Dewan also. í 


President to write totheChiet Agreed therefor i i 
PETEA À gree erefore that the President be requested to write to 
spprehend Selabroy, — tho Chief of Patna for the above purpose in like manner as he 
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Seeret Department, Fort William, the 23rd May 1772. 


AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 
The Hox’sre WARREN HasriNGs, President. 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
Pur M. Dacnzs, Esq. 
Tuomas LANE, Esq. 
Ricuard BARWELL, Esq. 
JAMES Harris, Esq. 
James LAWRELL, Esq. 
Henry Goovwtiy, Esq. 
JOHN GRAHAM, Esq. 
Read and approved the Consultation of the 21st instant. 


The Board take into consideration the present situation of the army and 
the several stations of the troops. The President lays before the Board the 
following distribution of the army, which having been duly and attentively 
considered à 


Resolved it be adopted and immediately issued in General Orders— 


Distribution of the Army. 


Company of Artillery, 2 Bat-\ To march to and canton at 
talions of Infantry. Dinapore under command of 
xe l Colonel Champion. 
Of the Firs’ Brigade. 5 Battalions of Sepoys. 
1 Battalion of Sepoys, viz., | To garrison Chunargur under 
that of the oldest Captain | the command of Lieutenant- 
of Sepoys. Colonel Wilding, . 


The Company of Invalids now at Allahabad. 


Company of Artillery, 1\ To march to and canton at 
Battalion of Infantry, 3 Mongeer under command of 
Battalions of Sepoys. . Colonel Champion. 

Of the Second Brigade ' 1 Battalion of Sepoys, vic, ( To be stationed at Rajhmahal 
that of the oldest Captain subject to the authority of 
of Sepoys within the pro- the Collector of that district. 
vinces. 


; 2nd Battalion of Infantry. 
2 Battalions of Sepoys. 


Company of Artillery, 2 To be stationed at Berhampore 
hd Battalions of Infantry. under the command of Lieu- 
Of the Third Brigade , y tenant-Colonel Galliez. 


| Ist Battalion of Infantry, 3| At the Presideney under the 


Battalions of Sepoys. command of Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Grant. 
3 Battalions of Sepoys, To march to and canton at 


Ghyretta under the command 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Mor- 
gan. 


The Officers commanding bodies of the forces which compose the 2nd and 
3rd brigades are immediately and forthwith to repair with the corps under 
their command to the several destinations assigned them, that they may reach 
their respective quarters before the setting in of the rainy season. : 

The bodies of the forces now beyond the provinces will receive their orders | 
of march from the General. : 
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The Officer commanding at Monghyr will wait till he can be relieved and 


then join his corps. 

The remaining corps of the army to continue where they are at present 
stationed. ; 

The briga 
according to one o 
August 1709. 

It being the object of Government that the rules of military service re- 
specting precedeney of rank should be hereafter as strictly adhered to as the 

will admit, as well as to obviate ill impressions and discourage- 


nature of it essi 1 
menis arising from every kind of undue preference, it is determined that all 


fixed and established commands, such as garrisons and cantonments, shall in 
future be delegated to the oldest officers excepting on extraordinary occasions 
or pressing necessity, which, from a peculiarity of circumstances may require 
a deviation from the general rule. In such cases the Government means to 
reserve to itself the power of appointing such officers as it shall think proper. 

Pursuant to the above resolutions the senior Lieutenant-Colonels not 
holding separate commands are to be appointed to the Sepoy Corps of the 
brigade to which they are attached. 

The Field Officers are stationed to brigades as follows :— 


des or parts thereof are to relieve the garrison of Fort William 
f the Regulations issued for that purpose on the 21st of 


: Wilding . 0 6 . 
Lieut.-Col. DAC $ ; ; `} Infantry. 


: Muir A ba : ; rm 
Lieut.-Col. lae : i i : | Infantry. 

: Grant : o 5 1 
Lieut.-Col. ene : V MN ' } Infantry. 


Morgan. o ò 


7 Goddard. : G : 

Lieut.-Col. f Cummings : c j Sepoys. 
E ERE s . : . 

Majors Auchmuty : i } Infantry: 


o (Hanway . 5 o . 

Majors | Stainsforth A ] j Infantry. 
, Eyret à o : 

Majors Wear faa : 7 } Infantry. 


Ta The Board also deliberating on the little service the small b i 
A. : | ody of cavalr 
ae the Company's pay can ever he of, and that in time of actual d bó it ald 
et exposed to the perpetual hazard of being cut off at any distance from 
P or prove an embarrassment if joined to it, reflecting also that the 
0 = E a poe enable aoe real service would exceed our 
the i of so inconsiderable a b intai 
cs E C EE A number as we A maintain 


... Resolved that the whole cavalry, both European and Hindostan, be directly 


cs, 


isbanded and that the European officers, Serjeants, &e., be incorporated with. 
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Ser enarbme DTE. 2 
ret Department, Fort W illiam, the 1st June 1772. 


AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT : 
The Hox'pnüE WARREN IlasriNGs, President. 
WILLIAM ArpERSEY, Esq. 
Puiu M. Dacnzs, Esq. 
Tuomas LAXE, Esq. 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
James Harris, Esq. 
James LAWRELL, Esq. 
HENRY GOODWIN, Esq. 

Read and approved the proceedings of the 28th ultimo. 

Received the following letter from General Sir Robert Barker :— 

To the Honourable Warren Hasrines, President, &c., Council of Fort William. 

, GENTLEMEN,—I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 16th 
ultimo, and are rejoiced to find that my motives for moving the troops at Dina- 
pore, although they did not appear to you from my first letter so satisfactory as 
I could have wished, nevertheless from subsequent representations have 
proved to correspond with your sentiments on that occasion, and it is with real 
satisfaction I learn that my conduct towards the Vizier has met with your 
approbation. 

Permit me now, Gentlemen, for your information,* transactions and conduct 
of the acting powers in this quarter of the Empire for the last twelve months, 
as by it I hope to elucidate more particularly to you and to our Honourable 
employers, how far the measures I have taken, have contributed to the 


interest of the service, and counteracted such schemes as were evidently pre- 
judicial of the Company’s affairs. 


In my letters to the Secret Committee in the year seventy-one, it will 
appear how much I endeavored to prevail on and [amuse]* His Majesty from his 
intended scheme of throwing himself into the hands of the Mahrattas, and I 
even preferred a Mahratta war toa Mahratta Government. Very soon after the 
arrival of the Vizier at the Royal encampment in May seventy-one to take his 


leave of the King, I discovered that His Excellency was carrying on private 


conferences with His Majesty regarding his future operations. Whether this con- 
duct in the Nawab proceeded from self-interest, or to make the most of His 
Majesty's distresses and departure as he found the King determined to leave us, 
or whether he really meant at that time to co-operate in the plan His Majesty 
had laid down, I' will not take upon me to assert. But it was evident His 
Majesty had made over to him the sunnuds for the Fort of Allahabad, and I 
have since learnt that he at that time received also fresh grants for the district 
of Bunali, belonging to Haufess Ramut, in which it was but too evident he 
had then some intentions of acting in conjunction with the King and the 
Mahrattas in the reduction of the Rouhilla country. The Vizier has himself 
shewn me the sunnuds for Bunali since my arrival at Shawabad. 

The Nabob did not chuse to attend the King himself, because he should 
then have been too much under the influence of the Mahrattas, and his pride 
would not admit of it, unless he had the sole direction of affairs. He however 
assisted the King with ten lacks of rupees and ten thousand men to escort 


him to the capital, and thereby secured the cession of the Fort of Allahabad, ~ 


and the hopes of availing himself of some advantages by the destruction of the 
Rouhilli. When the Mahrattas were directing their arms towards Suwantaal 
repeated messages were sent from the King, desiring the Vizier to attend 
at the presence, and before they attacked that place the Mahrattas sent a Vakeel 
to sound the Vizier and learn his intentions. Behur Gee and Mulhar Rao were 
the persons employed upon this occasion, and the Nawab was told that His 
Majesty expected him with his army, without delay, or the consequence would 
be disagreeable to him, However I have reason to apprehend that the true 
9 * [Sic in original.) B 
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intent of this Embassy was to sound Tis Excellency regarding his co-operating 
with them on this side the rivers by attacking the Rouhilli in the ont xe 
they should attack them on the western frontier of their country. us © ay 
from several prior conversations which I had with him on this su ject, i began 
to discover the imprudence ol such a plan. He knew it was contrary to the incli- 
nation of the English that His Majesty had thrown himself into their power. 
Tie discovered that their views were more extensive than he at first imagined, 
and dreading their establishing themselves so near his own dominions, he 
know that the total crush of one of the Mussulman powers must add as much 
strength to the Mahratta tribe. He was not insensible of owr jealousy of those 
powers, nor indeed could he depend on their sincerity, for it might have hap- 
pened that when he had assisted them in the reduction of the Rouhilli they 
would have destroyed him, and he could with little confidence call the assistance 
of the English forces after having drawn a war so ridiculously on himself. He 
reflected on all the arguments which I had so frequently made use of to him 
at the conference at Benares, as will appear by my letters to the Secret Com- 
mittee at that time, when it was determined he should join ihe Rohilli in oppo- 
sition to the intentions of the Mahrattas to prevent His Majesty falling inte 
their hands. Me had also doubts whether his connections with those powers 
might not draw him into measures that would in fringe upon the treaty between 
him and the English. In short he considered the interest of the English and 
that of the Mahrattas so diametrically opposite to each other, that to prosecute 
his plan he must either give up the one, or the other, and considering his dis- 
position and situation it is no wonder upon reflection that he gave up the 
Mahrattas, and the precarious hopes of acquisition, for the more solid and secure 
system of remaining satisfied in his Soubahship with the friendship of the 
English. But upon this conclusion consequences started up before him, and 
he viewed the resentment of the King and Mahrattas in strong colors. It was 
then that he wrote me when I was at Benares requesting a conference at Faiza- 
bad, and sent Elich Cawn, with the Mahratta Vakcels, to relate to me the 
message which they brought to the Vizier. 

The Nawab found himself embarrassed in difficulties from which he could 
not extricate himself. The Mahrattas were then advancing towards the Rohilli, 
and he wanted the advice and assistance of his allies. ‘The knowledge of these 
circumstances were my inducements for acquiescing in His Excellency's request, 
and at our first interview after my arrival he informed me with much 
anxiety that his situation was become very critical; that his possessions and re- 
putation were in danger by his withholding himself from the schemes of tho 
confederates; that to obey His Majesty’s directions under the present circum- 
stances, he was resolved not to do, as the Mahratta Chiefs had too great an 
ascendancy over the King for him to support the dignity of his station; that 
he might be necessitated to enter into measures opposite to his inclinations, 
and interest, or otherwise leaving the King under worse pretensions than not 
joining him at all. To remain inactive, and see the Rouhilli reduced by the 
Mahrattas was as bad, or worse; for he very justly observed that the Rouhilli 
would, to prevent a total extirpation, undoubtedly give up a part of their 
country, and would consequently be necessitated to join their arms to the 
Mahrattas. Such a general confederacy would immediately fall on him as their 
pee Dien i Pius od Brel vs in such case he must claim the per- 
should the Men ENSE Mo P UL M Ca the other hand, 
Rouhilli 1 As Ad receiving any conditions of peace from the 

Nu and the King determine on their overthrow, such an aequisition of 
Speed iie mold strengthen tiat paver (vd tive at too gront 
rs RSEN EAE gree, particularly by establishing themselves 
LOS mi y adjoining his dominions they would be ever ready to fallon him 
s “ena hs sco ot eni, P eld fo the assistance of his 
Dur te dancerot nemuttine tn C t msuch uneasiness. He told me 
Mahrattas destroy th n Muss], e Roubilli to be subdued, and letting the 
It was then h man powers one after the other in this Empire. 

: e made the proposal of marching his whole for to tl ster 
frontiers of his dominions, having recei AS orces to the western 
requesting his assistance to Sn a A E PRO E Chiefs 
Nawab judged that on his appearance at ae the impending blow; and the 

10 ppearance a e frontiers, and my being with him, 


powers, 
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Which was necessary to give confidence to his negctiations, he could effect a com- 
promise between the Mahrattas and the Rouhilli for a sum of money ; and that 
by giving upa proportion of their country for His Majesty's support, they 
would remain in possession of such parts as would be a barrier to His Excel- 
lency's dominions; it will also appearin my letters to the Committee whw it 
was so particularly necessary I should attend him on this business. Soon after 
our arrival at Lucknow, the Nawab received answers to the proposals he had 
made to Haufiss Rahmut that were little satisfactory to him, nor did they 
appear inclinable either to defray his expenses or give him a part of the re- 
covered country on the other side of the Ganges, pretending that an opposition 
was as necessary for the preservation of his own country as for theirs. 


It now became necessary to urge the Nawab to proceed to the frontier 
with his army, and be in a position ready to defend his own or the Corah 
province, and there wait the fate of war, sinceno terms could be made with the 
Houhilli ; nor could Tis Excellency be prevailed on to march to their assistance, 
unless the English would attend him, although I represented the advantages of 
defending the Rouhilli possessions in preference to his own, which might pro- 
bably be the case when the Rouhilli were reduced. Having failed in our nego- 
tiations I had nothing left but to throw confidence into the Rouhilli, as would 
induce them to stand on their defence, and not enter into any treaty with the 
Mahrattas ; and I could not have hit on 2 more effectual way than by assuring 
them, that during their absence for the defence of Succurtaul no advantage 
would be taken by His Excellency on their possessions adjoining to his country, 
having previously obtained a promise from the Vizier to this effect, These 
assurances they received with joy, and actually begau their march for Succur- 
taul, when accounts of the passage of the Mahrattas over the Ganges and the 
defeat of Zabitah Cawn reached their ears. The panic which ran through the 
whole Rouhilli tribe is inconceivable; each chief considered nothing but the 
safety of himself and family ; and having left their towns, and villages to the 
plunder of their own rabble, they most shamefully fled to the jungles, leaving 
the whole country open to the enemy. 


His Excellency, from such unheard ‘of cowardice in the Rouhilli, concluded 
the Mahrattas would consequently detach a considerable part of their army to 
seize on such of the effects of the Rouhilli which they could not carry off, 
and leave a detachment of their troops to prosecute the siege of Nudzib Gun, 
and this conclusion led him to apprehensions for his own safety. He applied 
to me for the assistance of a brigade, saying that now the junction of our 
forces became a necessary measure for the defence of his country, and that if 
any attempt should be made, the time taken in writing to the Government and 
receiving their orders for the march of a brigade would allow the Mahrattas to 
make their attempt before our troops could be under order of march, and re- 
questing I would direct them to proceed immediately. Considering the Nawab’s 
flighty disposition, I did not hesitate to order the troops at Dinapore to march, 
not only for the reasons which he assigned, but to prevent him also from 
entering into improper treaties with the Mahrattas, since all the arguments I 
could have made use of would not have availed under his seeming apprehen- 
sions; and I was certain when he knew our forces were under march, the 
dread of our resentment wculd keep him from improper schemes; and give 
him spirit to withstand their offers, for he could not possibly have engaged 
himself in any treaty with those powers, but what must have been prejudical 
to the Company’s affairs if not immediately in some future time, and indeed 
T esteemed the present opportunity of supporting the Vizier a fortunate cir- 
cumstance to our affairs in India since it not only convinced the Nawab of our 
readiness to assist him, but it likewise became a test of his attachment and real 
sentiments towards us. For it is a trial which few Hindostanders could be 
able to stand; and considering the suspicion which it was natural for us to 
entertain of his extraordinary military improvements, it appeared as if 
fortune had thrown these events in the way to prove his sincerity. To have 
abandoned him therefore inthis conjunction of aifairs, or indeed not to have 
shewn the readiest exertion of our endeavors to support him, would have been 
a failure on our part, and to have waited the Committee's instructions on this 
head must toa man in his situation have appeared as an evasion to amuse him 
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the consequences which have arose 


under the expectation of our assistance ; s which have. 
by the present situation of affairs, 


from the measures I pursued are apparent 

The Mahrattas from a certain knowledge of the English being on the 
march to join the Vizier, and my appearance at the frontiers with a few batta- 
lions joined to His Excellency's army, chose not to march a part of their troops 
to follow their successes, but retained their whole army together for the simple 
sieges of Nudgib Gur and Pattur Gur, and from these delays they have lost 
the season to conclude their operations. The Rouhilli who are preserved from 
extirpation have expressed their acknowledgments in several letters from their 
Chiefs to me, particularly Haufiss Rahmut’s letter, wherein he says— 

* At this juncture that you and the Vizier with a view to the interest of the Rouhilli 
Chiefs have proceeded ag far as Shawabad, lt has been productive of the greatest advantage, 
but for this Mahrattas even now had entered this country. We owe this benefit to the 
Almighty, and the friendship of you and the Vizier.” 

We are now assured that Sujah u'dowlah shews an implicit confidence in our 
advice; and when we take him by the hand he has resolution to withstand the 
intrigues of other powers with the alluring prospect of accumulated countries. 
The reception of the fugitive Zabitah Khan who arrived yesterday, and the 
probability of Haufiss and the other Sardars throwing themselves under his 
protection, has given him a reputation which he never would have acquired had 
T not been with him. ‘The distressed King too seeing the intentions of the 
self-interested Mahrattas, and the very little respect they pay to His Majesty will 
open his eyes, and it is probable upon the departure of those powers, unless 
they force him with them, he will join the Vizierin the management of the 
affairs of the Empire; in which case I leave you to judge, Gentlemen, what a 
reputation the Company must acquire by being the means of such a prosperous 


junction ; the Rouhilli too will never forget. their obligations and the powers 
e o o is ` 


must view us in a favorable light. 

Let us for a moment reflect on the consequences of having left the Vizier to 
himself during the present commotion. I believe it isnot to be doubted, but he 
would have been deeply engaged in the destructive plan of the Mahrattas. 
Considering his flighty disposition, the flattering prospects of acquiring half the 
Rouhilli country, the resentment he bore that tribe, and the invitations he re- 
ceived from the King and the Mahrattas, how could he withstand it; the conse- 
quences of such a junction, such connections, requires but little contemplation ; 
an alliance with those powers defensive to their new possessions are natural 
suppositions. The establishment of the Mahrattas and their increase of 
strength, a train of other circumstances will follow in your imagination, and it 
requires no great penetration to judge of events had a French invasion taken 
place. 

The payment of the extra expenses occasioned by the troops being called 
to the assistance of the Vizier has been agreed on. I shall now settle the mode 
of that payment. 


CAMP AT SHAWADAD, I am, &e., 
The 15th May 1772. (Sd. B. BARKER. 


: Fort William, the 4th June 1772. 
o 
Tur Hon’sre JEAN BAPTISTE CHEVALIER, 
PRESIDENT, &c., COUNCIL AT CHANDERNAGORE. 


GENTLEMEN,— The letter which you did us the honour to write to us, dat 
the 23rd of March last, was received in due course, and would have sen 
a more speedy reply had not the multiplicity of papers which accompanied it 
a eee oo and the attention we wished to bestow on a subject 
which you deem of importance, obliged us amidst the hurry of 'e pressi 
affairs to postpone it till this day. © ae? Eg 

_ But before we enter into the subject of your immediate complaint, you 
oblige us to re-call to your attention some circumstances relative to the former, 
since you have taken an advantage of our candor in the censure of Mr. Cotes 
which ee Sorry to say appears to us neither fair nor generous. You tell us 
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in your letter that you were in hopes of more tranquillity after our * acknow- 
ledgment of the injuries you had received by the many acts of violence and 
force committed by Mr. Cotes.” We ask you, Gentlemen, where we make 
this acknowledgment? ‘That neither your superiors nor ours may be deceived 
by such an assertion, we shall here re-capitulate the sum of what we wrote 
respecting the transactions alluded to. We complained of the violent and arbi- 
trary conduct of Mr. Chambon, in which it plainly appeared the disputes 
between him and Mr. Cotes had their origin ; but leaving him to your justice, 
we declared that however great we thought the provocation which urged Mr. 
Cotes to free the Pycar Pockurdoss from the confinement in which he was 
forcibly detained by Mr. Chambon, yet we disapproved and condemned the 
precipitate manner which he took to effect it. We blamed him for his behavi- 
our towards Mr. Chambon, and for the rash step he took in the delivery of the 
Pycar, by which he very indisereetly deprived himself of the privilege of com- 
plaint for the injuries he had sustained, and transferring it to Mr. Chambon 
who was himself the aggressor. Such, Gentlemen, and no more was the 
acknowledgment we made, but further to convince you of our sincerity and to 
set you an example of removing every bar to mutual harmony we immediately 
determined on the removal of Mr. Cotes from Kerpoy, where he had faithfully 
served his employers and erred only through the heat and indiscretion of youth. 
It is not necessary that we should inform you of the particular reasons which 
have induced us to suspend the execution of it, and to allow of his continuance 
at Kerpoy till this time, since we are well assured that his presence can have 
had no influence on your affairs, of which we received no better proof than that 
we have received no complaint against him, and since Mr. Chambon, the author 
of all these disputes, both continues in his station, and if we may judge from 
the tenor of your letter, is fixed to remain there, we know not for what pur- 
pose, unless it be to furnish additional matter for disturbing the good under- 
standing between your Company and ours. 


If you mean to excite and treasure up a variety of trivial complaints to 
be thrown together into one sum and used afterwards as occasion shall prove 
favorable, you could not have employed a fitter Agent. The harmony and good 
understanding between the two Companies will always be at the mercy of Mr. 
Chambon, while he is at liberty by purchasing private debts of 19 years’ stand- 
ing under the plea of transfer for the payment of those claimed by your 
Company, to draw us into disputes equally irksome and unprofitable. 


But his late subject of complaint is of a new and extraordinary kind. 
It seems that the Government of the country of Burdwan in order to restrain 
the unbounded licentiousness of your Residents and Gomastahs, had found it 
necessary to establish a Court of Cutcherry with a Zilladar or Officer at the 
head, for the sole hearing and deciding on all claims of debt, and expected 
that your Factory should submit to its authority. One should think that to a 
nation so enlightened as the French and so conversant in the universal rights 
and powers of Government there could be no necessity of pointing out the 
legality, as well as the justice and the expediency of such a measure; yet it is 
this alone of which your Resident complains as a piece of the most flagrant 
injustice ; and which you, Gentlemen, have qualified with the names of contra- 
diction, chicanery, and even violence itself. Had Mr. Chambon objected to 
the equity of the decisions of the Zilladar, with proofs to support him, there 
might have been some colour of complaint; but he has effectually precluded 
himself from this by refusing to acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Court : 
and we for the same reason are prevented either from interfering in order to 
procure him redress, supposing him to be injured or from entering into a 
minute discussion of his complaint, since it is not on the merits of the parti- 
cular case, but on the general principle on which he rests. You deny the right 
in the country Government to establish this Court, and therefore condemn 
its authority, but these are opinions which can neither be justified nor 
admitted. ; 

Let us, however, see what is the alternative you propose to this regular, 
and what we affirm to be a legal mode offered to you for the recovery of your 
debts—an unbounded power of seizing by force through the whole country the 
persons, effects, and papers of those who are indebted to your Company, or to their 
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servants or Gomastahs, or even to private people whose dealings are foreign to 
yours, but whose debis you may have chosen to buy up. These pretensions 
need only be advanced to be ex posed. Upon what prineiple of justice or poliey 
can you expect to be supported in them? You cannot surely imagine that the 
Government will ever permit, or we consent, to the exercise of an authority 
that would render you absolute master of the country, If you, or rather your 
servants, are suffered to seize at their pieasure whomsoever they think fit, 
without any check, to call your debtors, toimprison them, to drag them before 
them, where they sit both as judge and party, and finally to dispose of them at 
their mercy, does it not follow that the liberty and security of every individual 
is laid at your feet? For what you now pretend to with regard to Pykars or 
weavers only might soon be extended to labourers, farmers, merchants, and 
even to the zemindars of the country, since the only criterion you allow to 
measure your justice by is your own declaration of the debt, and on this the 
exercise of your power to remain uncontrolled. Whatever may be the purpose 
of claiming such powers we are convinced you cannot in your own minds 
approve of them: Even Mr. Chambon, in the affair of his seizing Durgachurn, 
makes no scruple of declaring that he would agree to the violence and in- 
justice of his own proceedings, did not the English act in the same manner. 
Supposing fora moment it were as he alleges, can the invariable principle of 
right and wrong depend upon usage or precedent ? What is wrong is wrong 
(morally speaking) in all situations, and from whatever hand it comes. A 
contrary sentiment may become the breast of the Resident at Kerpoy, but you, 
Gentlemen, in the wisdom of your Councils will not surely adopt it. 


The assertion you make of our having acted in the same manner we abso- 
lutely deny. We never claimed this extraordinary power; on the contrary our 
incessant Jabours have been employed to check and repress all violences in the 
administration of our affairs; and if the presumption of individuals in our 
service has ever hurried them beyond the bounds of justice and moderation in 
their dealings with the country people, they have always from this Board met 
with the discouragement and censure they deserved, We are not ignorant that 
in the former unsettled state of the country several complaints were made, of 
which you are pleased to remind us. How far they were just we do not 
exactly know; but on this head we cannot do better than refer you to the 
gentleman who has the honor to preside at your Board. His connections with 
the English at that period were considerable, and he was involved with others 
in the subject of those complaints against us. We are far from imagining 
that he exceeded the powers which you now claim as matter of right; and 
yet these were sufficient to draw censure on us, and were actually assigned as 
some of the principal reasons for proceeding io violence against us. The 
gentleman referred to has too much candor to deny that in these pretensions 
he met with no support from our Board. 


i You are also pleased to remind us of the revolution which, as you observe, 
bestowed on us ihe degree of power we at this time enjoy. Suffer us in our 
turn to observe that the revolution you allude to, though effected solely by the 
blood and treasure of the English, has turned out to the general advantage of 
all the European Powers. We have thereby acquired no preference to trade but 
what naturally arises from the extent of our dealings and correspondence; and 
other Companies are enabled under our protection to carry on their commerce 
in peace and security, unincumbered with high expences and military establish- 
ments, emancipated from arbitrary taxations and interruptions of their inland 
trade; and they are no longer exposed to the indignity of having their factories 
surrounded by armed forces, and thei ap at sure or j 

y es, heir gates shut up at the pleasure or caprice 
of the rulers of the country, You, Gentlemen, must have experienced its 
good effects at a time, when it would have surpassed the power of any manage- 
ment in India, to have borne you up against the distresses of the Company in 


France, if at the same time, you had been i 
saka e, exposed as heretofore to all the viol 
and. despotism of a Moorish Gibbon oo ot 


Buch were the oppressions to which i 
À 1 s you and all the European Companies 
menm former times exposed, and to which they patiently E sod yet 
i m now talk of the humiliation your nation receives from being 
oblige E. ve recourse to a regular Court of Justice for the recovery of your 
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debts. We cannot reply to this; your sensibility in this respect must depend 
on your own ideas, and not on our judgment. We only lament their delicacy 
which prepares from such a circumstance so great a mortification. You will 
permit us to observe that the English nation in India has at all times been 
euqally attentive to the maintenance of their national honour and reputation, 
yet at no time did we ever conceive it to be an humiliation for us to yield a 
proper submission to the equitable regulations of the country policy. 


We cannot avoid taking notice of one reason you in particular assign for 
applying to us on the occasion of your present complaint, “ that the province 
of Burdwan makes part of our proper acquisition, and consequently we alone 
have the right to order and command there the same as in Calcutta.” Tf 
this is the ease, you answer yourselves. You surely would not refuse to ac- 
knowledge the jurisdiction of our Catckerry in Calcutta, nor would Mr. 
Chambon within its limits dare to seize any of his debtors, and drag them into 
confinement by his own authority, any more than Mr. Stuart would presume to 
do the same in Chandernagore. If we have the right to order and command 
why, while you assert, do you dispute it ? 

With regard to the proposition of taking your debts upon ourselves, did 
it depend upon us alone, we would gladly embrace it to free us from these 
disagreeable altercations, nor do we believe it would be a great undertaking, 
if we are to judge from the magnitude of the complaints of Mr. Chambon’s 
letters, and the claim quoted by him as the immediate source of his present 
grievances, which does not appear to exceed R71-4-30, little more than 200 
livres. But this is a point which we as agents for others are without authority 
to undertake. We are however ready at all times to afford very reasonable 
assistance to facilitate the recovery of your debts; and that you may no longer 
have a pretext to complain of the authority of these Courts, and to give you 
the strongest proof in our power of our candor and desire of supporting your 
Company in its just pretensions, we submit to your consideration whether the 
mode of arbitration would not be the effectual and least exceptionable of any. 
It is, as you well know, the common practice of the country and therefore will 
be readily assented to by the natives. If you approve of this we will use our 
influence with the Rajah for his authority in putting your balances in this 
course of liquidation, and are willing to interfere in it ourselves as far as you 
shall think proper in reason to require. 3 

This, Gentlemen, is, what for the sake of harmony we propose to you, 
and thus far we will go; but we never can admit of the pretences you set up. 
We diselaim all such for ourselves, and cannot allow them in others. We 
beseech you therefore to depart from them and from those proceedings, in con- 
sequence of which the country so loudly complains. It has ever been the 


glory of the English nation, jealous of her own privileges, to stand forth on - 


all occasions in support of the general rights of mankind. The people of this 
country look up tous for protection, and we cannot better employ the power 
we possess than in saving them from oppression. Our interest as well as duty 
prompts us to this. Our title to the revenues would soon become vain and 
illusive if their ‘collections were to be interrupted at all times at the will of 
any of your factors or Gomastahs, and the people of the country harassed and 
driven from their habitations. Be persuaded we never can consent to the claims 
set forth in your letter and will not cease to oppose them. We esteem and 
respect the ‘French nation, and will endeavour to cultivate their friendship by 
every fair and honourable means, but we cannot to this desire sacrifice justice, 
good order, the rights of the people, and the duty we owe to our nation and 


our employers. 

We hope, Gentlemen, this candid exposition of our sentiments upon the 
subject of your letter now before us will set the matter to you and to all the 
world in its true light, and serve to put a stop to further altercations of this 


nature between the two Companies in this part of India. 

Signed by the President. 
Fort WILLIAM, | ? 

The 4th June 1772. 


Agreed it be immediately transeribed and sent, 


———MÁ—Q—— 
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Fort William, the 15th June 1772. 
AT A4 CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq, President 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
James ITARRIS, Esq. 
Henry Goopwrx, Esq. 


Read snd approved the Proceedings of the 4th instant. 
Read the following letter from the Council at Chandernagore :— 


No. 1.—To 
Tur Hoxsie WARREN HASTINGS, i 
Governor & President, & to the Gentlemen of <ne 


Council at Caleutta, 


GENTLEMEN,—Thisis the third letter we have the honour to write to you, 
to complain of the continual obstacles that we have long since incessantly met 
with in the recovery of what remains due to our Company in the Aurungs. 
We at first thought, with reason, that those people who raised them acted of 
their own accord, and that you would not hesitate todo us justice the moment 
you were informed of it, but your silence upon a subject 80 interesting, not 
having even vouchsafed to reply to our letters, proves sufficiently that in the 
whole of this affair your agents have only executed your orders. Do not then 
be surprised to see us take the measures in this respect which our duty obliges 
us to do, as well as the actual account that we have to render of our conduct to 
our superiors, who would have reason to make us the sharpest reproaches and 
the most justly merited, if we did not lay the account before them, and in 
such a manner as to prove to them that we have neglected nothing ; but to the 
contrary that we have made use of every possible means to` hinder their 
interests, which are entrusted to us, from being endangered ; to complete this 
object we have only one single method remaining, which is again once more to 
repeat to you, as we do this day, our entreaties to cause the obstacles of which 
we complain and which occasion the most considerable damage and the greatest 
confusion to our affairs to be removed. If you persist in not paying attention 
to them, and in not assigning the reasons to us which you may have for causing 
us such considerable losses, we hope you will not take amiss the regular protest 
which we propose sending you, accompanied with the general account of what 
remains due to us and which you prevent our recovering. These will at least 
serve us a little and a proof to our superiors in France, who will afterwards look 
for the method which shall appear most convenient to them to get the justice 
done them in England which you have constantly denied us here. They will 
judge at the same time, Gentlemen, whether important letters which treat of 
national affairs and which are written to you by a Council who is the repre- 
sentative of its nation, ought to appear in your eyes an objectof too little conse- 
quence to merit an answer. 


On our part, what comforts us is that we have no reproach to make to 
ourselves. We have spared nothing on all occasions to. create and entertain 
that union and harmony which it would be so desirable to see reign between 
you and us, but so far from having been able to succeed, we have had nothing 
but the concern to see the innumerable multitude of oppressions which they 
have made us suffer increase, and against which we bave always in vain 
implored your justice. The subject of this letter is a fresh proof of it, which 
leaves not the least room for doubt. 


They deprived us by force and violence of the ground of Chandela, which 
we had bought for the purpose of transporting our factory of Jougdia [to]* (which 
is more and more threatened to be overflowed by the sea) in spite of our 
having been in possession of it more than four or five years, and of our having 
paid for it to the .zemindar of the place for which we have the pattah. We 
frequently preferred our complaints to you about it at the time. You know 
yourselves what justice we have obtained. We have been iniquitously and 

16 * [Sic. in original,] 
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i shamef ully driven from this place and still are so, notwithstanding the evident 
1 : risk our factory at Jongdia runs, which has made no impression upon your 
il minds. 

i 


For many months past your Agent at Houghly, Mr. Lushin gton, under the 
name of Fougedar of that place, has not ceased to oppress our trade with a 
TE thousand difficulties and chicanes every one more unreasonable than the 
| former. He stops all our boats without having any cause, and under frivolous 
| pretences, which only shew his determined ill-will not to call it anything more. 
j It was in this manner that a few days ago he stopped several, which the Fouge- 
dar (who only acts by his orders) obstinately refused (in spite of all our re- 
presentations) to let come on to Chandernagore. It happened that a violent 
| gale of wind arose, and they all perished, which caused a considerable loss to 
S a private person of our colony named Mr. DelaBat. We immediately demand- 
| ed justice of the Fougedar ; this man sends our ,Vakeel to Mr. Lushington who 
| in his turn sends him back to the Fougedar. It was then, at seeing ourselves 
|| thus tossed about, we declared to this gentleman by a letter which our Presi- 
| dent wrote to him, that until he had rendered justice against the authors of 
| this accident he could not disapprove of our suspending the payment of the 
| rents, which we owe for some land dependant on our colony. Mr. Lushington, 
| who looked upon this letter as offending the majesty of his post, immediately 
took his revenge upon several other boats that are actually stopped, and which 
| they refuse to release. Be, Gentlemen, the judges of this proceeding and see 
how much Mr. Lushington deserves to be reprimanded for it by you. With 
what right does he stop our boats in any case? And why does he not let them 
arrive at Chandernagore according to the immemorial custom, and in the 
manner it has been constantly practised? Have they ever refused to pay him 
duty upon the merchandize? A proof to the contrary results from the last 
account that was agreed to with his receiver, by which there only remains a 
balance due to him of about R40. Was it then to secure the payment of so 
moderate a sum that he should put a stop to our trade as he does? ‘That 
would be laughable and ridiculous, besides it only depends upon himself to 
receive these R40 when he pleases to demand them. If he has any other 
lawful reason for acting in so strange a manner, be kind enough to let us know 
them that we may be enabled to answer them in urging ours; in the meantime 
we beg, Gentlemen, you will send him the most positive order that he may not 
again disturb the operations of our trade, and that he may release our boats, 
which have been actually detained above these eight days, and which run the di 
same risk as those that have already perished. E 


iE. Bee 


f : We have the honour to be with all the sentiments of the most perfect h- 
Í considerations, " 
Gentlemen, 

i Your, &c., 
| (Sd.) CHEVALIER. 
E GJ) FUICOLAD. EE 
| Ga PANTON. | 
s (3) SINFRAY, 
d (,) BREU. 

CHANDERNAGORE, 


The 11th June 1772. 


Agreed extract of the above letter be sent to the Collector of Houghly and his immediate 
b and particular answer required. 

Lh No. 2.—To 

| . Mr. WILLIAM LUSHINGTON, 
| Collector of Houghly. 

D : Srg,— We have received a Jetter from the Director and Conneil of Chander- 
f: nagore, containing some heavy complaints against your conduct, an extract 
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i "our more particular information and that you may 
thereof is enclosed for your more p n 2 
on fis us a detail of the circumstances as they really happened to enable 


us to decide upon the subject in question. 


We are, Sir, &c., 
Signed by the President & Council. 
Fort WILLIAM, 
The 15th June 1772. 


As we have already replied so fully in our last letter to the several com- 


plaints made by the French, 
It is resolved to postpone answering this letter until we hear from the 


Collector at Hooghly. 


Secret Department, Fort William, the 18th June 1772. 


AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq., President. 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
JAMES Harris, Esq. 
Henry Goopwin, Esq. 
Read and approved the Consultation of the 15th instant. 
Received the following reply from Mahomed Rezza Cawn to the several articles of accusa- 


tion against him as extracted from the Company's orders under date 28th August and recorded 
upon our Consultation of the 16th ultimo :— 


No. 1—Translation of a letter from the Nawas Mauowzp Rezza Cawn under date 26th 
May 1772. 

I have the pleasure to enclose Your Excellency an answer of each separate 
article of the translation of the Company’s orders relative to me, which you 
enclosed me in your letter. As you are intent upon justice and equity, I have 
the most flattering assurance that the invention of designing men (in what 
they wrote to the Directors of England) will in a little scrutiny become evident 
to you, and that these propagators of reports, who have brought me, the Com- 
pany’s well-wisher, in this situation, may be punished agreeable to their crime, 
and I receive justice, and my well-wishes being repeatedly tried by the Direc- 
tors in England, I may receive more honour than before. I am ready to reply ; 
and I flatter myself that I may be honoured with an interview with you and the 
Gentlemen of Council, and that you will issue your directions for withdrawing 
the guards of the Sircar, for they being stationed over me is the occasion of 
many evils. Inthe first place my helpless children both here and at Moorsheda- 
bad are terrified. In the second place, being dismissed from my station, it is 
requisite that I should consider for my expences, and plan for the payment of 
_ the loans of the merchants, which are very great, and the writers on account of 
the sentries cannot have access to me with their papers and accounts, and it is 
not probable that without understanding the accounts of the merchant, and my 
servants, that I can plan for lightening my expences. I have particularly 
represented to you my circumstances. Whatever your understanding the re- 

- pository of justice points out, direct that I may not be sunk under the weight 


Md expences, and that I may no longer be ruined in the eyes of the 
publie. 


The underwritten is an answer to the five articles of accusation against me, 
extracted from the Company's letter under date 28th August 1771 and received 


from the Governor and Council of Calcutta, under date 17th Suffin 1186 of the 
Hijerry agreeable to the 22nd May 1772 :— 


1 
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Article 1st.—That he hath withheld the payment of a large balance due 
from him on account of the revenues of the Chuckla of Dacea, which were 
collected by him during the time he was the renter of the said Chuctla. 

Answer.—At that time, which was the scene of the troubles of Meer 
Mahomed Cossim Cawn, and for fear of whom no one gave attendance, what 
were the [necessary well-wishers]* for the Company and assistance to the deceased 
Nawab Meer Mahomed Jaffir Cawn those 1 performed, and at his particular 
solicitation I consented to go to Dacca. In the Bengal years 1170 and 1171 I 
payed the amount of whatever was collected on account of the revenues of the 
Dacca province, without a dam variation, besides that, in the Bengal years 
1172 and 1173 what was received on account of balances, &c., that likewise I 
accounted for to Mr. Verelst at the time of the appointment of the salaries; 
that gentleman paid part of it to Maharajah Daleb Ram and to Maharajah 
Shetab Roy on account of their allowances, and the remainder he accounted 
for in my salary. After that, at the commencement of the Bengal year 1174, 
Mr Sykes agreeable to the orders of the Gentlemen in Council went to that 
province and examined my receipts to the end of the year 1173, and he found 
no difference in my accounts; and from that year what receipts your vassal ac- 
counted for (after the greatest scrutiny) being included in the bandebust, that 
gentleman appointed an Ameen on his own part to keep a check account of 
the daily receipts ; be pleased, Gentlemen, to examine this. 

Article 2nd.—That of his own authority and knowing the same to be 
contrary to the express orders of the Company, and the regulations of the 
Select Committee, he did grant perwannalis to certain merchants for a mono- 
poly of the trade in salt for three years, and thereby occasioned a loss on the 
Company's duties on that article. 


Answer.—Sooberam Pawlet and Gunney Sam Sircar received a perwannah 
for the sale of salt at Gualparah (which is the district on the borders of 
Assam) after the payment of the stipulated duties. From the tenor of their 
engagements, on account of the sale of salt in that district whatever they 
paid to the Royal Cutchery, exclusive of the regular duties, was an ad vantage, 
and not a disadvantage to the Company ; and I did not give grants to merchants 
for an exclusive three years’ trade which has occasioned a loss to the Sirear, do 
you, Gentlemen, be pleased to examine this? And a person by name Teleuke 
Ram requested a perwannah for erecting a thousand new collieries in the per- 
gunnah of Roy Mungul, and considering that the making of a thousand new 
collieries in that district would be an increase in the manufacture of salt, and 
an increase of duties to the Company's Sirear, I granted him a perwannah, but 
he quarrelling with the merchants there, and they complaining, in two or three 
months afterwards I suspended him, and prohibited him that business, and the 
perwannah was never carried into execution ; be pleased, Gentlemen, to examine 
this. 


Article 3rd.—That in the exercise of the authority committed to his 
charge he has been guilty of many acts of violence and injustice towards the 
natives and subjects of the province of Bengal, and in particular that during 
the height of the famine in the year 1769 he did issue orders for stopping the 
boats laden with rice and other provisions intended for the supply of the city 
of Moorshedabad, and forcibly compelled the owners to sell their rice to him 


‘at the price of 25 to 80 seers per rupee and resold the same at the rate of 3 or 


4 seers per rupee and other articles of provisions in the like proportion to the 
destruction of many thousands of the people. 


r.—From the day that I was appointed to the Company's affairs, I 
M ae of nothing T iod the well-wishes of the Company, and the 
benefit of the public, nor have I ever been the means of their distress or in- 
justice. I have always been under the direction of the Gentlemen of Council, 
Wa the Gentlemen of Mootejyl, and the Gentlemen of Council have sent many 
orders to the Gentlemen of Mootejyl, which agreeable to his directions I have 
executed and they fell under the business of my department. IfI have com- 
mitted acts of violence and oppression why did the Gentlemen at Mootejyl 
allow of it? Your vassal has committed no acts of violence and oppression on 
Just so is the affair of the rice. In the time of the famine agree- 

; # [Sic. in original.] 
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able to the customs of. former Magistrates, I was night and be UNE 
i ver pressing the arrival of grain to relieve the publie dis tess, an 
ae pd M Becher I had seven places appointed in the city for the dis- 
scd f charity on the part of the Company, the Sirear of the Nawab 
ud Dowlsh and myself; and thousands received nourishment from 
T ae manifesting their prayers for the Company’s prosperity ; and in 
Paice ae at Panen, Dinagepur, Raj Mahal, a aopa end uk I 
B DU Chanty inted for the support of the poor, and what quantity 
ki M sd dor the dua y of the Gompanes troops I sent to Monghyr, 
om ae I planned for the troops in the cantonments TDI URpor to Mat 
likewise I was bound, in consequence of the orders o 1c ru ee ino 
Durbar, and with a view of the business of the Company's ; acus m g 
purchased rice I did not sell it, and I never traded n zica, e pus ot Derim i 
of grain, nor have I in the least prohibited boats s p i MAINE : 
articles of provision in coming to Moorshedabad ; be pleased, ; 


examine this. 


Article 4th. —' That he hath abused the trust Eu eaan Dini as Naib Dewan 
in causing or suffering through his misconduct or Me e A mu 
tendency of the collections a diminution of the Dewannee ut x As m 
collecting by violent and oppressive means large sums on account of the sai 
revenues and appropriating the same to his own use. 


Answer.—Your vassal from the time of his appointment to the Neabut 
has never entertained an idea except the increase of the collections of the Com- 
pany's Sircar, and wherever it was necessary to allow a diminution in order 
to dispel the complaints of the riots, and for the cultivation of the country, 
it has been done with the examination and scrutiny of the gentlemen resident 
at Mootejyl, under whose orders I was. Nor did I ever expend the Company s 
revenues, nor having collected the revenues by force or violence from any 
man, have I appropriated them to my own use, but even I have occasioned 
myself some loss for the cornpletion of the revenues. The English papers 
and the accounts of the Calsah and the officers are ready ; be pleased, Gentle- 
men, to examine this. 


Article 5th—That in the discharge of the trust which he held under the 

Nawab he has withheld and applied to his own benefit, nor hath given a due 

aecount of the large sums which have passed through his hands on account of 

the annual stipends of the deceased Nawab Nijam-ul-Dowlah and Syfe-ul- 

Td Dowlah which were allotted to them for the maintenance of their family, and 
, the sepoys for the support of their dignity. 


Answer.—rom the time that I was appointed to the Neabut of the Subah- i 
ship, and an annual salary was fixt for the sepoys, and the private expences, 
what was for the private expences of the Nawabs that I delivered to them and 
they were masters of their own expences, and even kept several circumstances 
secret from me. Whenever the papers came to me to be signed, I was then 
acquainted with them. The cash books in the time of the said Nawabs are 
now ready in the house accounts. With regard to what depended upon the 
Nizamut (the management of which the Gentlemen of Council, agreeable to the | 
treaty under the seal of the Company, delivered over to me) the large sums 
which have been repeated profits, have been paid to the Company's Sircar.. 

Examine that agreeable to the treaty how much was the annual salary 
appointed ? And what salary is now remaining? On this account a few people 
void of understanding, who had an influence over the Nawab's disposition, 
ihrough enmity propagated evil reports, which through their artifice was the 
Nawab'scoolness. Notwithstanding all this, whatever I thought as proper that 
I represented as my advice, and never parted from the line of my acquaintance. | 
I transacted the affairs of the Nizamut with their knowledge, and whatever 


was the occasion of the wants of maintenance of their dependants, and the 

diminution of dignity was never effected by me, nor did I ever lessen the 

wages of any man. ‘The old and new servants and dependants are present. 

* Tt is astonishing in which manner the sums can have been withheld, and I 

have appropriated them to my own use.” The accounts of these sums, which 

are deposited in the Nizamut, it was never a condition of the treaty that these 
20 
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papers should be delivered, nevertheless who is the person who has demanded 
these accounts of me, and to whom I have not delivered them? Anterior to 
this, when the Gentlemen of Council of Moorshedabad called for the accounts 
of expences, they were delivered ; judge, Gentlemen, if a man who agreeable : 
4 to the agreements of the treaty has been manager in this business, and is the t, 
|) occasion of profits of large sums to the Company is worthy of favour, or merits 
1i disgrace. B 
, Resolved the enquiry into Mahomed Rezza Cawn’s conduct be suspended 3 
until the return of the President. 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 6th August 1772. 


Fort William, the 6th August 1772. 
Cossimbazar, the 28th July 1772. 
At A CoMMITTEE PRESENT: 
The HON’BLE WARREN Hastines, President. 
SAMUEL MIDDLETON, Esq. 
Puise M. Dacnzs, Esq. 
JAMES LAWRELL Esq., and 
JONN GRAHAM, Esq. 


The President's minute, The President delivers in the following minute :— 


The President feels a reluctance to dwell any longer on a subject which 
has divided the opinion of the Committee, and already engaged too much of 
their attention, but he thinks it incumbent upon him to say something in reply 
to the objections which have been made to his proposition, because he appre- 
hends that a very diflerent conclusion may be fairly drawn from the arguments 
which have been urged against it. His own inclination will induce him to 
confine himself within the same bounds of candor and moderation which the 
gentlemen who differ from him in opinion have so properly chosen, and which 
ought to be invariably adhered to, where the end sought by all is the public good, 
and the only disagreement is on the mode of attaining it. 

The President has already declared that he meant by the appointment of 
Rajah Goordass, that this Government should avail itself of the abilities and 
influence of Rajah Nund Comar for the purposes assigned, but it was his 
declared intention to exclude him from any formal trust in the Nabob’s service, 
in order to guard against any attempts which might be apprehended from 
his intrigues, thus leaving the Government at liberty to recall him whenever 
he shall be suspected of applying the opportunities afforded him to ill purposes, 
without giving umbrage to the Nabob or leaving a pretence to screen him 
from our authority. 

The President does not take upon him to vindicate the moral character of 
Nund Comar; his sentiments of this man's former political conduct are not un- 
known to the Court of Directors, who, he is persuaded, will be more inclined to 
attribute his present countenance of him to motives of zeal and fidelity „to the 
service, in repugnance perhaps to his own inclinations, than to any predilection 
in his favour. He is very well acquainted with most of the facts alluded to in 
the minutes of the majority having been a, principal instrument in directing 
them. Nevertheless he thinks it but justice to make a distinction between the 
violation of a Trust and an offence committed against our Government by a 
man who owed it no allegiance, nor was indebted to it for protection, but on 
the contrary was the actual servant and Minister of a Master whose interest 
naturally suggested that kind of policy which sought by foreign aids and the 
diminution of the power of the Company to raise his own consequence, and to 
re-establish his authority. He has never been charged with any instance of in- 
fidelity to the Nabob Meer Jaffur, the constant tenor of whose polities from his 
first accession to the Nizamut till his death correspond in all points so exactly 
with the artifices which were detected in the Minister that they may be as 
fairly ascribed to the one as to the other. Their immediate object was beyond 

uestion the aggrandizement of the former though the latter had ultimately an 
Sal interest an their success. The opinion which the Nabob himself enter- 
tained of these services and of the fidelity of Nund Comar evidently appeared 
in the distinguished marks which he continued to shew him of his favor and 
confidence to the latest hour of his life. z 
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His conduct in the succeeding administration appears not only to have been 
dictated by the same principles, but if we may be allowed to speak favourably 
of any measures which opposed the views of our Government and aimed at the 
support of an adverse interest surely it was not only not culpable but even praise- 
worthy. He endeavoured (as appears by the extracts before us) to give conse- 

uence to his Master, and to pave the way to his independence by obtaining a 

rman from the King for his appointment to the Subahship; and he opposed 
the promotion of Mahomed Reza Cawn because he looked upon it as a super- 
cession of the rights and authority of the Nabob. He is now an absolute 
dependant, and subject:of the Company, on whose favor he must rest all 
his hopes of future advancement. 

But whatever may have been the conduct of Rajah Nund Comar in a 
different station, and on former occasions, the President cannot form an idea 
of any danger to which the Company's interests can be exposed, by his influ- 
ence with his son in the office which is now proposed for him. No situation of 
our affairs could enable the Nabob, or any person connected with him, to avail 
himself by any immediate or sudden act of the slender means which he has left 
to infringe our power or enlarge his own. He has neither a military force, 
authority in the country, foreign connexions, nor a treasury. A design of 
such a nature, if ever practicable, can only take effect by a long train of con- 
certed events and must be the uninterrupted work of years. But, as has 
been repeatedly remarked, the father having no trust or authority, nor the son 
abilities equal to so great an undertaking, the slightest confusion will be suffi- 
cient to remove the former and frustrate every hope of the kind for ever. 

With respect to any other person who may be nominated for this charge, 
the President declares that he has fixed his choice upon Rajah Goordass, from 
the thorough conviction that no other will be found equally qualified to 
answer the particular purposes of that appointment. 

To conclude, at a different season, and under other circumstances, the 
President would acquiesce in the arguments which have been urged against his 
recommendation. He should be very sorry to see Nund Comar become the 
Minister of a rival power because of his abilities. He thinks they may be 
most usefully employed in the service of our own Government. 


(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS, 


(Sd.) JOHN STEWART, 
Secretary. 
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| Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 15th February to 4th 
| October 1773. 


| 
| -Fort William, the 15th February 1773. 
| To the Hox’sLe WARREN Hastings, President and Governor of Fort William, &e. 


| Sir,—I have the honour to acquaint you that the troops under my com- 
| mand arrived this day at Cawnpore, and those of His Excellency will be here 
to-morrow. There is everything necessary provided for crossing the Ganges, 
but since my making known to the Nabob your instructions to me,' he has 
declared he will not pass over till the last extremity. 


By our advices from Delhi the 26th instant the Mahrattas had not niarched, 
and they seem from all accounts to be under great consternation at our ap- 
proach, and: was I to form a judgment, I should think they will not venture to 
move down this season, 


l I have the honour to remain, &c., 
| mag Camp AT CAWNPORE, A. CHAMPION. 
The 81st January 1773. 


| : Fort William, the 17th February 1773. 
j : AT A CONSULTATION PRESENT: 
| . Tur How'sng Warren Hastines, President. 
| BRIGADIER-GENERAL SIR ROBERT BARKER. 1: 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
Tuomas LANE, Esq. 
Henry Goopwiy, Esq. 
WILLIAM LAMBERT, Esq. 
Messrs. Reep and BARWELL indisposed. 
Read and approved the consultation of the 15th instant. 
The following extraot of the Proceedings of the Board of Revenue stands recorded here as 
more particularly belonging to this department :— j 
Extract of the Proceedings of the Council of Revenue, dated the 8th December 1772. 


In consequence of Mr. Harwood’s representation of the necessity of an 
additional force to protect the Districts of Rajemahal and Boglepore from the 
depredations of the banditti who inhabit the neighbouring mountains, General 
Barker lays before the Board the following plan for establishing a corps for 


this purpose. à 
The General proposes this corps for the protection of the inhabitants at 
the foot of the southern range of mountains near Rajemahal, and finally to 
extirpate those race of freebooters so detrimental: to the collection of the 1 
revenues in those districts. He also would employ them as a useful partizan E: 
| corps* should a considerable part of the’ Company's forces be acting in the 1 
| . field at the same time. The men should be chosen for their strength and agility 
^ more than from their appearance, and the establishment, arms, and dress for 
this corps ought to be considered with the nature of the services on-which it is ; 
proposed to employ it. The annexed plan contains the particulars of the 4 
establishment,.&e. That this corps may be prepared for service as speedily as 
| possible, it will be advisable that the native officers to be attached to it 
| ` should be supplied from the most active and experienced of those now super- š 
I numeraries in the several battalions of Seapoys. Great part of the common 
3 jr ig who, knowing the country in which the operations cf 
war x pu. A e de tached bay us iae d Nue enemy, by falling on his Gear ee 


$ s ing his line of communications, Guerillas daring the Peninsular campaigns, and Fr: 
a Se eet Hi "870-7 ], carried on partisan warfare."— Major General G. E. Voyle’s Military Dic: : : 
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parade duty will be left out, so the chief objects of the Commanding Officer 
will be to teach them to manuvre with briskness, to inure them to fatigue and 
labour, both in marching and field works, and to fire well at a mark. 


Battalion of light NT o TA Di a 
protect the Rajemal Jistrieta ^ n i > corps to be as follows :— 
De teame by Captain The establishment of the cory ws | 
Brooke. | 
One battalion consisting of eight Companies of 50 privates each, and two | 
— Companies of grenadiers of 100 cach, to be armed with light fuzes or 
earabines, shafts, bayonets, and belly-pouches. . 
The dress—btown leáthern jackets, close leathern trouzers, and coarse green 
cloth caps. 
Europeans. 


One Captain. . Four Ensigns. 
Three Lieutenants. Ten Sergeants. 
_ Black Officers. 


| 

| 

One Commandant. Fifty Havildars. - 3 
| 

| 


* Ten Subadars. » Naicks. 

"Thirty Jemmidars, 10 of whom to act as 

colour men. ` 
j Privates. 

600 Seapoys. 12 Busties. | 

20 Hatchet men instead of tom toms 4 Armourers. | 
to be armed with blunderbusses. 3 Sircars. 

12 Trumpeters. 2 Black Doctors. 


N. B.—Two stand of colours for the corps, and a small flag at the end of a pike to dis- 
tinguish each company. 


Artillery. 
One Sergeant and one Gunner. Two Tindals, 
Two Howitzers. Twenty-four Lascars. 
One Magazine Tumbrel. Twenty-six Draft Bullocks. 
One Serang. Three Elephants for the Baggage. 


General Barker further informs the Board, that in consequence of the Com- 
pany's orders, he is at present employed in preparing a plan for a general reform- 
ation in the Seapoy establishment, and proposes to include these Rangers in such 
a manner as he hopes will occasion a saving to the Company, the Board approv- 
* ing of the General's plan. i 


, ,,Wesolved that a corps be formed in the manner proposed to be substituted 
in the room of the battalion now stationed in Rajemahal, but that it is to 
remain attached to the brigade like the other battalions in the service. 


: ee General begs leave to propose Captain Robert Brooke for the command 
of this corps as an active officer and who has particularly distinguished himself 
in Partizan service both on the Coast and in Bengal. 


Agreed that he,be appointed. 


Ordered that a copy of these Resoluti i à i 
E y n utions be transmitted to the Secretary to the President 


5 The following extracts of letters, correspondence, orders ae advices relat- 
eee affairs of „Cooch Beyhar being originally transacted in the Council 
me at whieh Board the treaty with Rajah Nazir Deo was first settled 
ane ag eed to, were not received in regular course in this department; but as 
(ees ei ee referred here, and it being determined that these matters shall . 
Ways be taken up at this Board, they are here entered and are as follows :— 


: of a letter From the Council of Revenue to the Committee of Circuit, dated the Ist 
i ~ December 1772. 


your way to Rungpore, we think it proper (b advise you that we have 
on consisting of four Companies of Brigade Seapoys from the 6th 
mmand of Captain Jones to free the Zemindary of Cooch Beyhar from 


sf Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri * 

ij 

E z 

s 

B 3 

i c 

i r the ravages and invasion of the Bootanners and reduce that country to its former depend- 


ance on the Government of Bengal. We desire you will take this su 

i tion, and give us your opinion upon the further steps w 
bringing to a speedy and successful Issue; such as 

we desire you will cause to be carried into execution 


bject under your considera- 
hich it may be necessary to take for 
you shall judge to be immediately requisite 


21st November 1772. 


| Hox’ BLE SIR AND Srrs,—The Governor having informed me that he 
a, : had laid the representations before you which I had made to him regarding 
| the state of the Cooch Behar country and the tender made by the Rajah of its 
k revenues, and that you had in consequence been pleased to resolve upon the 
defence of it, and afford the Rajah assistance against his enemies, I wrote him 
| signifying your pleasure, and requiring his acquiescence to the terms contained 
| in the enclosed paper, agreeable to the instructions sent me by the Governor, to 
which the Rajah has signified a ready compliance. In case you may think 
i proper to make any alterations in any of them, I do not doubt they will be 
} readily accepted, as late intelligences from Beyhar say that the Rajah is sur- 
rounded on all sides by the Bootanners and is reduced to ver great straits, 
which will discover to you the necessity of sending the force you may judge 
requisite with all possible expedition; from the best accounts I can obtain the 
number of the Bootanners are about 4,000 men, who, I am informed by every- 
one, will retreat very precipitately when the appearance of our troops shew 
\ them that you are in earnest in your intentions to relieve the Rajah from the 
1 unmerited oppressions he now labours under. I have therefore now sent a 
i Company of Seapoys to Nazir Deo to remain with him and protect him until 
| I hear from you, which I hope will meet with your approbation. 
Nazir Deo having signified two requests by his Vakeel, though not tn his 
| letter to me, I think proper to lay them before you for your determination, only 
V taking upon me to assure the Vakeel that you would comply with every proper 
| requisition. The first is that he may have the power continued to him of 
4 coining his own rupees as before, being the Narany rupees which are current 
through Rungpore, and the other that Durrup Deo, who was a servant of his for- 
j merly but now his most inveterate enemy and persecutor, may be brought into 
É due subjection to him. Durrup Deo is Rajah of Bycuntpore, a province to the 
$ north-west of Beyhar, which pays Government a tribute of R10,000 per annum, 
“as you will perceive by a reference to the bundobust paper of last year. 

I have already received on account of the troops which are to be employed 
on this service R5,000, and expect R15,000 more in ten or twelve days, the N azir 
having informed me that the distracted state of his country at present will not 
allow him to pay so large a sum down at once. 

Having received intelligence from Jughugopah that a body of 2,000 
Bootanners were come down towards Bisnu, a purgunnah a little to the north; 
ward of Jughugopah, and had summoned the Rajah of Bisnu to join them 
against Nazir Deo, I have written a letter to the Rajah threatening him with 
the Company’s displeasure if he affords them any kind of assistance. „T have also 
thought it advisable to order the Subadar at Jughugopah, who is stationed. 
aers cot BS Company of Seapoys, to oppose all Bootanners, whether single or in 
a body, passing through our districts into Beyhar, since,. should they obtain a 

‘passage from Rangamatty, they will come in upon a place where the Nazir s 
family reside, whom, if they get into their power, they will reduce the Nazir to 
their own terms. ‘ , TUE 4 erm 

I beg leave to request your instructions for my conduct, and remain with 


| the utmost respect, &c. 


Letter from the Council o£. Revenue to the Committee of Cireuit, dated the MR December 1772. 
GENTLEMEN,— We have received your letter of the 27th ultimo. 

|. - Enclosed we transmit you a copy of a letter we have received from the 

|j Collector of Rungpore regarding an engagement he has proposed to enter into 

| with the zemindar of Cooch Beyhar, which we entirely approve, and we now send 


ou a copy of the treaty i 
PN] shall be signed by the Pr 
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Copy of a letter from the Collector of Rungpore to the Council of Revenue, dated the - 


aty to be executed by the Rajah and returned us, when a 
a esident and Council, and transmitted to 


; jah; ‘ther Regulations you may judge necessar 
tho Rajah; any furth g y 
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y to make we leave 


th the zemindar, and also to decide upon his requests 


Par vi 3 : 
it to you-to confirm v d the annexing to his 


with respect to the coinage of Narany Rupees an 
zemindary the Purgunnah of Bycuntpore. 


Letter from the Committee of Circuit to the Council of Revenue, dated the 23rd Decem- 


` her 1772. 


LEMEN,— We have been honoured with your com- 
, and 'the Collector of this place has laid. before 
o the expedition undertaken for the 
We have, in consequence of the rights 


Hox'nbLE SIR AND GENT 
mands of the 1st and 4th instant : 
us copies of his Ea poao Pere t 

:e and annexation of Cooch beyhar. 
ARS CES to us, and the ARE with which you have en Pleased to 
invest us, resolved to depute Mr. Purling to procure the OE 2 We (E 
by the Rajah, and to settle with him for the revenue to be puo m 1e i Qr 
pany. On these and other points we have furnished Mr. Purling wi 2m etter 
of instructions, a copy of which is herewith transmitted, and we hope will meet 
your approbation. 

Advice has just been received from Captain Jones of his having succeeded 
in carrying by assault the Fort of Beyhar. The Collector having laid before us 
that officer’s letter to the Governor, we have in consequence held a Committee, 
a copy of the proceedings of which is enclosed, and we hope will receive your 
approbation. : 


Extract of a letter from the Council of Revenue to the Committee of Circuit, dated the 5th 
January 1773. 

We have heen favoured with your letter of the 25th ultimo, which conveyed to us an extract 
of your proceedings on the settlement of the Cooch Beyhar Districts. 

The Commission you have thought proper to give Mr. Purling for concluding the treaty 
with the Rajah meets with our entire approbation, as well the timely reinforcement you sent to 
Captain Jones, from whose success and from Mr. Purling’s services we flatter ourselves this 
object will soon be brought to a happy issue.. 

The presence of Captain Jones’ Battalion affords a good opportunity of reducing the 
Bycunt Rajah to obedience, and we entirely concur in the instructions you have given for that 
purpose. . ; 

Immediately on the receiptof Captain Jones’ advices, our President gave orders for the 
remainder of his Battalion to proceed to Cooch Beyhat, and we must leave to Captain Jones to. 
judge whether or not the assistance of the Purgunnah Companies will be necessary after the 
arrival of this reinforcement. If not, let them be sent back immediately to their station. 

_ if the Rajah of Cooch Beyhar can be prevailed upon voluntarily and chearfully to relin- 
quish the priviledge of coining, we would be glad to have it effected out; but if he yields to it 
with reluctance, which we imagine will be the case, we would not wish to insist on it. 

_ As to the proposition of meliorating the standard coin of the country we apprehend the 
Rajah will, with difficulty, be brought to assent to it, as he, no doubt, derives an advantage 
from its debasement, nor are we clear that this alteration would prove beneficial to Bengal, as 
it might induce the Bootan merchants to carry their money into northern countries from 
whence it would never return, 

Having thus delivered our opinion on these points, we refer it to you to settle them with 


the Rajah in such a manner as on mature consideration and your further enquiries may appear 
most for the advantage of the Company. 


To the Hox’sre Warren Hasrines, President and Governor, &e. 

How'prE Srg,—Having information that the fortress possessed here by the 
Bootans was to be reinforced to-day by four thousand men, I resolved on an 
immediate storm, which I have happily executed, though with considerable loss, 
as it was resolutely defended by a very great multitude. 


I have lost a good many S SR a ot 
De sent oO ERN ny ios and manymore wounded; a return shall 


Lieutenant Dickson is wounded in the ! ; ; receiv 
eu ka N cd in the breast and knee; I have received a 


I find by some prisoners we have taken that there are really four thousand 


pe dM iE. iem to-night. Ishall issue as prudent orders for a 


28 
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The next post possessed by the enemy is not more th 
am afraid it will be impossible for me to attem 
a reinforcement. 


The Seapoys behaved extremely well. I cannot sufficientl is 
bravery and resolution of the officers under my command. m e 


han a coss distant, but T 
pt anything against it without 


I have the honour to be, &c., 


BEYHAR, J. JONES, Captain, 


The 21st December 1772. 


To the Hon’bre WARREN Hastings, President and Governor, &c. 


Hon’sie S1r,—I desired Lieutenant Comfort to transmit to y 
a list of the killed and wounded. Soon after I had possession of this place I sent 
out Harcarrahs all over the country: most of them are now returned and inform 
me that the enemy are retreated at least seven or eight coss from this. I have 
ordered the Harcarrahis farther off for intelligence. 


I sent this morning a Subadar and a Company of Seapoys towards the posts 
along the river, which they found the Bootans had abandoned. "Thesuddenness 
of our attack on this place appears to have been very lucky; a very great body 
of them were within half a mile of our camp the night before the attack, with 
stakes, &c., to assist in strengthening the place; a few of them advanced and 
were fired at by our sentries. Our beating to arms and forming intimidated 
them so much that they retreated leaving their stakes, bamboos, &e., in the 
jungle. This circumstance I did not know till this day, and have reason to hope 
that the Bootans are so much frightened as to prevent our being obliged to beat 
them from each post, which would probably have been attended with much more 


ou yesterday 


. loss than this attack has cost us. 


The Rajah of Beyhar writes. me word that he will be here in a few days: 
I have therefore delayed sending any message (by the prisoners) to the Bootans, 
especially as they are so far-removed. As soon as the Rajah has given me far- 
ther information relating to the state of his country and of his opponents, I 
shall do myself the honour to inform you of it; in the meantime I presume to 
hope that what I have done will meet with your approbation. 


I have the honour to be, &c., 
BEYHAR, . J. JONES, Captain. 
The 24th December 1772. s 


JP. $.—My wounds and Mr. Dickson's are both in a favourable way. One 
wounded Seapoy is dead, but Mr. Durbam tells, me he expects all the rest will 
recover. 


HJ 


To the Hox’sıe Warren Hastines, President and Governor, &c. 


N zD SIR, —I did myself the honour of writing to you from Mowamany 
the 200 "The only road for the artillery was round by Lollbazan, which has 
occasioned my being so long in reaching this place. My information this 
nieht is, that a body of the Senassies are within four cossof us, at a place 
called Bunnindanga, that they have two other posts all within the space of a 
coss and an half of each other. Ishall march to-morrow morning very early, and 
hopé to be able to attack them at the first place, and shall proceed to every 
exertion of the force under me to drive them out of this country. Durrup Deo, 
whose forces are joined with the Senassies, and under hope of whose reward 
they have yet stood, is at Luckipore; one of the passes into the Hills of Bootan, 
RARE. and. the country to the westward, I hear, is deserted. The 
strength of the enemy is by most accounts said to amount to five or six thou- 


ae weet honour to enclose you a return of the troops now under my 


command which the hurry of my march has prevented my doing before. 
s 29 
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My situation will, I hope, plead. my excuse for any incorrectness in this 
a 


epistle. 
T have the honour to be, &c., 


J. JONES, Captain. 


PATGONG, 
The 97th January 1779. 


^ r tri a uaa UE ARI Or 
To the Hoy’pig Warren Hasrixas, President and Governor, &c. 


TIoNoURED Srx,—1 wrote you of yesterday's date. About eleven o'clock this 
morning I came up with the Senassies, with whom *were joined some of Durrup 
Deo's people. They immediately advanced and endeavoured by their numbers 
io surround us at a distance. I detached parties on the flanks and rear which 

revented them. "They kept retiring, as I advanced, out of the reach of our fire- 
locks, and threw their rockets pretty thick amongst us, by which I had one 
man killed and four dreadfully wounded. The Seapoys shewed great steadiness, 
kept their ranks, and advanced without firing a musquet. One round shot, of 
which I have very little left, reached the enemy and did some execution ; they 
at last broke and fled over the country. I thought it dangerous to attempt 
pursuing them. I hear they are all joined at Bouthaut, four coss to the north- 
ward, where there is a fort. I am not determined on my next motion till the 
return of the Harcarrahs whom I have sent out for intelligence, of which I will 
do myself the honour to inform you. 


* 


‘Lam, &e., 
SIBGUNGE ON THE BANKS J. JONES, Captain. 
OF THE DENLAH, 
The 28th January 1773. 


To the Hon’ptp Warren Hastinas, President and Governor, &e. 


Honovren Srm,—I enclose a return of the killed and wounded in our late 
affair with the Senassies, and also a monthly return of the battalion. 


Late last night I,was informed that the Senassies had all crossed the 
Teesta and sunk the boats they made use of. This produced the necessity of 
my marching after them to Bouthaut, &e. I now propose taking possession to- 
morrow of the Fort of Rohimgunge, from whence, if the situation of Beyhar 
with regard to the Bootans, of which Mr. Purling will advise me, does not render 


it dangerous, I shall proceed to cross the river to Gilpygory, a principal fort 


belonging to Durrup Deo, where I learn he is inciting the Faquires to make 
another stand. Ido not doubt but they will fly before us; if they should not, 


I must invest them in it and wait the arrival of the supplies of ammunition. 
EE I am, &o., 
CHINGERABANDANIGH, SIBGUNGE, J. JONES,. Captain. 


The 30th January 1778. 


To Purre Mitwer Dacnes, Esq., President, &c., Gentlemen of the Committee of Circuit, 
at Dinagepore. : 

GENTLEMEN,—I am honoured with your letter of the Sth instant, and have 
some pleasure in being able to inform you that I this day saw the Nazir Deo, 
who came here with the young Rajah, and that he expressed (after being 
acquainted that I was the person with whom he had corresponded) the greatest 
eon and confidence in me, and told me that he put himself entirely 
n b ante jd depended upon me for ihe support of the young Rajah in 
S ty. " k pat opportunity of telling him that nothing could shew such 
JE eue as the separating his camp from that of the Senassies, who 
x e non e n expense. To this he has consented, saying that he would, if 

go o! a à pam, come and encamp with us ; and upon my acquainting him 


lic Domain. Gurukul Ka 
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with the purport of the Governor's letter, just received, informing me that he had 
been pleased to order up the remainder of Captain Jones’ bat talion, he prop sed 
of himself the dismission of the Senassics, and his own troops exce sting apos 
about his own person. This I did not choose to urve too sanguinely, particulate 
as the ‘Senassies have been so much alarmed, since my arrival as imaginici we 
shall attack them, that they have been three nights ‘under arms and have of 
themselves proposed to leave the country, which I intend allowing them to do; 
and if the rabble he has for Seapoys can be made ryotts of, it must be highly 
advantageous to this at present deserted ruined country. The Nazir "Deo 
himself is quite à young man and has neither sense nor power to carry his own 
orders into execution. Until this is rectified, and the country is allowed time 
to recover from the late ravages, I fear the perpetual settlement for our Hon'ble 
Masters will not be adequate to our expectations, nor will it be a just one. 


[4 1 AEQ 3 : 2 
The Bootanners, I am informed, will make overtures for a peace. As the 


parts on the other side of the Sorrédunga to the hills, which is an extent of about . - 


four coss, has been possessed by them these fifty or six x 

ur » has ass [ty or sixty years, I am of 
opinion that if we do not allow it them, that it may be ds bone of conten- 
tion ; but if we allow them the possession of it, provided they build no forts or 
strongholds between the Sorredunga and the hills, they may probably be con- 


tented, and insure us peace on their side and a quiet possession of this country. 


Nazir Deo is at present so very poor on account of the long war, that I 
am afraid he will not be able immediately to comply with the demand of 
550,000 stipulated by treaty. I shall, however, assure you that I will use my 
utmost diligence to get him to pay it. 

Agreeable to your directions I have ordered down a Company of Rungpore 
Seapoys from hence, and have wrote to Mr. Speke to send your Company to 
Dinagepore. 

Iam, &e., 
DBzyuan Fort, CHAS. PURLING. 


The 12th January 1773. 


To Parure Mitner Dacres, Esq., President, &c., Gentlemen of the Committee of Cireuit 

at Dinagepore. 1 > 
GENTLEMEN,—I have now the honour to transmit you the treaty executed 
by the Regent of Beyhar, having informed him that a counterpart would he 


: returned him signed by the Hon'ble the President and Council, after which 


I put him in possession of the fort and capital of his country, Captain Jones 
having thought it advisable to encamp at a little distance to the northward. 


Having prevailed upon the Nazir Deo to:dismiss the Senassies he had in 
pay at a most heavy expense without receiving any real service from them, I 
shall make my next object the procuring of the remainder of the 250,000 
stipulated in the treaty. And I request your instructions regarding the dis- 
bursements of it, whether for the pay of the Seapoys, together with all the 
extraordinary expenses in marching the detachment, of ammunition, &c., 
or only for the latter. I have already informed you I cannot wish the adjust- 
ment between the Company and the Rajah to be yet made up on account of the 
total devastation and desolation of the northern parts of this province as far 
as the Bootanners have penetrated, 

'As the Bootanners have made overtures for a peace, I propose staying here 
till the remainder of Captain Jones’ Battalion arrives, by which time I expect 
to eet far in a treaty with them, whom I have taken every pains to convince 
that we desire no farther possession than the limits of the Cooch Beyhar 
and it is not our meaning to molest them, if they do not oblige us to 


country, eir enemies by prosecuting their unjust claims to this district. I 


continue th 


have also sent them two of their prisoners as a token of our good intention who 


(I must do Captain Jo 
most humane treatmen 
impression has occasione 
every information I can procure, 
hitherto remained quiet. 


31 


nes the justice to say) will return with aecounts of the 
t of all the Bootanners who have been taken. The first 
d their retiring within their own boundary, being, from 
about 4 coss below the hills, where they have 
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When I find matters in a fair way to a conclusion with the Bootan ners, I 
propose sending Captain Jones to the reduction of the Byeuntpore country 
according to your ] to dad th 
Bootanners Rave entirely deserted Durrup Deo, who retired from Beyhar upon 
the first attack our Seapoys made, and is endeavouring to entertain the very 
party of Senassies whom Captain Thomas engaged and who are now at’ Santou- 
gungo in this district. 

As all my provisions are brought from the distance of 12 or 15 coss by 
Jand, and I must be at great expence in servants, &c., in the present appointment 


. which you have been pleased to bestow on me, I hope it will not have the 


appearance of presumption to request leave to, charge my expences in the 
Rungpore monthly accounts, or that you will be pleased to point out some 
source by which they may be defrayed. : 


Iam, &o.,: 
BEYHAR, CHAS. PURLING. 
The 17th January 1772. 


To Mr. Cuartes Purtine at Cooch Beyhar. 

Srn,—We have received your letters of the 12th and 17th instant. 

We entirely approve of your having prevailed upon the Rajah to dismiss 
the Senassies, as they were only an useless expense upon him at a time that he 
could by no means afford to maintain them. 

We make no doubt but the country must be in a desolated state from the 


ravages committed in it during the late wars; but as Durrup Deo has fled the 
country and is deserted by the Bootanners, we do not think he will have-it 


in his power to give Nazir Deo any further molestation. We would, therefore, ° 


recommend it to you to use your best endeavours to promote a friendly accommo- 
dation between Nazir Deo and the Bootanners settled by treaty between them, 
but that you do not let it be executed till you have transmitted the several 
articles to the Hon’ble the President and Council for their approbation and 
sanction. You will be particularly careful that the Bootanners do ascertain the 
boundaries of their district, and that they be specified in the treaty. 


We approve of your sending-back the two prisoners to the Bootanners, as 
we think it will be the means of giving them a just idea of our inclination to 
be upon good terms with them, and that it will induce them to enter with more 
willingness into the treaty you proposed. ; 


The reinforcement the Governor has been pleased to order to join Captain 
Jones will, we think, enable him to proceed immediately to effect the reduction 
of Byeuntpore, and at the same time leaye a sufficient force in Beyhar for the 
protection of the Rajah and the province. We do not, however, mean that this 


should be immediately put in execution, unless à g ini 
it can be done without running any risk Jod p ne 


Should Captain Jones have no further occasio for the Purg 
you will be pleased to order them back to their desit. TUS 


The fifty thousand rupees stipulated to be pai j ! 
3 paid by the Rajah we hope you 
» » Soon recover payment of from him;.the Au ei eim 
e rus the charges of the forces sent to his assistance agreeably to the first 
cun : et E We mink likewise that your own expenses should be 
sed is money, and you will please to charge th i 
acquainting the Board with the particulars Pe them for o pee a, 


We enclose you an extract of a letter from th ! i 
: , 1 e Hon’ble the President and 
mast on Lent of the Beyhar coinage, and we desire Sour aill ectile 
: m with the Rajah in such a manner as on mature consideration and 
u D lumes may appear most for the advantage of the Company. 
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immediately seized by 
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As our stay here will now he ver 


she 7 : P fs 
tovcorrespondi dio with the Board. J short, you will be pleased from this time 


We are, &c., 
DINAGEPORE, 


The 21st January 1773. 


To the Hon’ble the i rent i 2 
o p ee ege CR and the other Gentlemen of the Council of Revenue at 
Hox'nLE SIR AND GENTLEMEN, —W. i 
Su R AD ;— We have received your letter of the 5 
instant and have communicated to Mr. Purling your sentina on the Berkat 
coinage, and ordered him in future to correspond with your Board, z 
We have now the pleasure to enclose 
| you the treaty executed by the Cooch 
E Rajah; also copies of two letters from Mr. Purling, ET answer 
o them. : 


: We are, &c., ; 
DINAGEPORE, P. M. DACRES, 
The 21st Jauuary 1773. J AMES LAWRELL. 


To the Hon’ble the President and the other Gentlemen of the Council of Revenue at Fort 
William. f 

HON’BLE SIR AND GENTLEMEN, —Having this day received a letter from 
the Collector.of Rungpore in which he encloses an extract from Captain Jones 
representing the absolute necessity he has-for a reinforcement to enable him 
effectually to complete the purpose of his expedition, we recommend it to your 
consideration to send an additional force as expeditiously as possible, the more 
especially as the several bodies of Senassies now travelling about the country 
render it expedient to keep the Seapoys attached to each Collectorship within 
their respective districts. 


: We are, &c., 
DINAGEPORE, . P. M. DACRES. 
The 8th January 1778. . JAMES LAWRELL. 


The Secretary acquaints the Board that he has it notified from the Board. 
of Revenue that the Director and Coancil of Chandernagore, in a para. of 
a letter relating to revenue matters, takes occasion to complain.of the conduct 
of Padre da lus, a Portnguese Friar at Backergunge, who, as they allege, has 
seized the effects of a Frenchman lately deceased there, and applied them to 
his own use, desiring our interposition to call him to account for them. 


Agreed that the Council at Dacea be directed in the following 
oc MES y letter to send the Padre immediately down to Calcutta : 
: To Mz. Nicu. Grusser, Chief, &e., Council at Dacca. 
GxwrLEMEN,—Complaint has been made by the Hon'ble the Chief and 
Council of Chandernagore, supported by certificates of sundry persons, witnesses 
to the fact, that the effects of a Frenchman who died at Backergunge was 
; a Portuguese Padre residing there and sold by public 


i h ot. As this self-erected authority of the Padre is a con- 
eM as well as an injury to the persons concerned, we desire 
mad receipt of this you will take proper means to send the Padre down here 


to answer for his conduct in this affair. | 

3 We are, &e., 
Fort WILLIAM, | 

The 17th February 1772. 


eb eu! ae eee 


JM 


"More TENEO. 
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Read also the following letter from Chandernagore :— 

To the Hax'nnp WARREN Hasrixos, Governor and Pre 
at Caloutta. 

GzNTLEMEN,—We have received the letter whi 
write to us tho 31st ultimo and the inclosures. 
As specious the reasons may appear which your representatives at Rung- 
pore allege to justify their conduct in the affair with Mr, Compagnac, it is 
nevertheless certain that they were wrong m seizing his boats. An attentive 
perusal of the papers you have sent us gives reason to think that Mr. Middle- 
ton's Manjees have been the occasion of all that has happened; in fact, these 
people who had brought goods to Backergunge ought, doubtless, to have returned 
empty in order to receive a fresh lading at Courigan. To get freighted they 
offered themselves to Mr. Compagnac, who willingly took them into his service 
and paid them well. Whatever they may say of the matter, as we have a proof 
of it in the report made to us by Mr. Desgranges, our Chief at Dacca, it was 
these Manjees then who were culpable and ought to have been punished, with- 
out however making Mr. Compagnac the victim for their conduct. lt is him 
notwithstanding who has suffered the most, since by depriving him of his boats, 
* he was forced to abandon his merchandize for a very considerable time, and has 
had much wastage to suffer besides expense and the slowness of his operations. 


We see with a sensible pleasure, Gentlemen, sentiments you are pleased to 
express relative to the impartiality which you promise us on every occasion 
and the desire you shew.to see a good harmony reign between us. . There is 
nothing but we are ready to do to second such views. Our interest leads us to 
it, but still more so the satisfaction we should have, to seé for ever disappear the 

. spring of all the disagreeable things which have hitherto come to pass, and 
which have occasioned that immense quantity of writings and complaints 
which we found ourselves obliged to offer you. 


We have the honour to be with the most perfect consideration, 
` Gentlemen, 
Yours, 
CHEVALIER. 
NICOLA. 
i J. PANON. 
i CHANDERNAGORE, . ^  SINFRAY. 
3 m The 25th January 1772. l BREW. 


sident, &e., Gentlemen of Council 


ch you did us the honour to 


Fort William, the 18th February 1773. 
AT A CONSULTATION PRESENT: « 
THe HowN'PhE WARREN Hastines, President. 
 Wzuuiw ALDERSEY, Esq. 
JOHN REED, Esq. 
Tuomas LANE, Esq. i pe 
Ricu. BAmwELL, Esq. 
HzNRY Goopwrix, Esq. 
" WrinLiAM Lampert, Esq. 
Gxo. VANSITTART, Esq. 


Read and approved the consultation of the 17th instant, 


: The Secretary having prepared the following i i à 

J ] g instructions for General Barker ag : 
the Resolution of the 15th instant, lays them before the Board for eee cereale to 
Eos us Barker To Brigadier-General Sir Robert Barker. 

e UT of affairs on the frontiers of our possessions and in the. 
Tu nd Oud requiring the appearance of the Company's forces 


| 
| 
| 
1 


a 
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is LUE E e and check the hostile designs of the Mahrattas, we have 
Judged it expedient that you proceed to these parts without loss of time id 


assume the ane : 

mu e the troops employed in those services, and to transact 
9 shall be from time to time į s i; 

E R E TATIONE e Intrusted to your management 

y nmittee or this Board. In the i i 1 
direction you will consult the followine n renes i Le WR 
closely as circumstances will permit :— y Ades 

l. You will repair with all conveni iti TOT ; 

"uy re enient expedition to join the 1: ige 
m the bes of Oud and to take the VA AL CORR of it: EE as 
the Viros, it is oft to your deseo ty gs qi quae qn ae Dose ith 

> Vizier, it is left ' discretion to proceed to him joi 2 
Brigade should he be absent from it. 7 store yoa Ja 
p On a meeting with him you are to consult together on the best plan of 
operations for fulfilling the objects of your commission, viz., the defence and 
security of his country and of the Provinces of Corah and Allahabad. 

_ 3. Although for the first objects our intention was to confine our opera- 
tions altogether within the limits of the Vizier’s dominions, yet, for reasons with 
which as a Member of the Board you are well acquainted, we have determined 
to include in the line of defence the Rohilla District laying on the same side 
of the river, known by the name of the country of. Haffiz Rahmut Cawn, and 
for that purpose you are hereby authorized to enter into a treaty with Haffiz 
Rahmut Cawn for the defence and protection of his dominions on such condi- 
tions as shall fully indemnify the Company for the additional charge and 
hazard which may be incurred by such an engagement. 


4. But should Haffiz Rahmut Cawn either fall into the hands of the Mah- 
rattas, or from any other similar circumstance be rendered incapable of entering 
into such an engagement, you are still to consider his dominions as an object of 
your operations; and if the Vidier require you to undertake their defence and 
engage to perform the conditions which we have desired you to claim from 
Haffiz Rahmut Cawn, you will not hesitate to comply, but adopt that measure 
heartily and pursue it as included in the instructions for the immediate defence 
of the Vizier’s dominions. 

5. It is, however, understood that in all this you rigidly and strictly adhere 
to the maxim laid down of confining your operations on that side within the 
Ganges, and on no account cross the river, or carry the war into the Rohilla 
Districts beyond it. : 

6. It is further the determination of the Board, of which you will take 
particular notice, that no operation for the Vizier’s defence shall be carried into 
execution without a previous stipulation on his part for the. extraordinary 
charge attending the succours we, afford him. We have estimated EE 
R1,15,000 per month, and have required an assignment on his revenue for the 
amount ; you will therefore as a preliminary demand and receive the m 
required by us; and in case an additional force should be hereafter E E or on 
his requisition, you are previous to their march to require also and receive a 
proportionable assignment for the extra expenses on that account. zu 

7. If in either case the Vizier should refuse complying with these requisi- 
tions in their fullest extent, and shall persist in the refusal, it is on roe 
command that you immediately abandon him and withdraw June w 2 p 
from his territory, either employing it, if needful, in the Corah Er eroe 25d iie 
to the instructions hereafter given, or remanding to Beyhar s ur d im = 
shall exceed the exigencies of that service. But in such an oa ae dee 
fail giving us the most speedy advice that we may reso ve 
measures are to be pursued. "E ; 

8. The recovery of the arrears due from. the Vizier o i ped o 
last campaign is also to be a particular object of your a Pio eeu 
endeavour immediately to get them discharged or a proper se y give 
the payment on a future day. , Ehe. 

15. The next general object to be given you in ae ge bean a m 
Corah Province; for this purpose 1t wil be necessary that y 


y x 2 y take 
e h rt of our army as you judge necessar 
cross the Ganges with suc pa to 


- possession of it as allies to the 


22" 


HA ESTNE ae 
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10, Should the Mahrattas on this motion keep ata distance without Cross. 
ing the boundaries of that province, you are to Tomain in Qet E 
«without interfering in any manner with them or their D a noni oyong it; 
Dut should tltey cross that line and actually invade the prov Mey you aro then 
to endeavour to expel them by force, prosecuting such measures as you shall 
deem most advisable for that purpose. 

11. It is understood that whether you remain in quiet possession of the 
province or ate engaged in hostilities 1n it, you are to act only as in alliance 
with the King, and you are to confirm and maintain his Naib Minnur o'Dowla 
in the actual government of it, but he is to remain under your control and 
to be accountable to the Company for the revenues of the province, till such 
time as it shall be finally settled in what manner they are hereafter to be 


disposed. 


49, But as the defence of the pr 
we ‘expect and require that, part of the rev 
extra expense of the expedition. ¢ eras 
of Minnur o’Dowla monthly 1 lack of rupees, which we estimated to be nearly 
the expense whieh will be thereby incurred. ; 

13. We also recommend that while you are in these provinces you 
endeavour to obtain in the best manner your prudence shall suggest as exact an 
account as possible of their revenues without taking any steps that may alarm 
Minnur o'Dowla, and you transmit to us such accounts with your sentiments 
on the means of their further improvement. 

14. Whatever may be the circumstances which attend the taking possession 
of this province, whether war or peace, you are by no means to deliver over the 
possession either to the King or the Vizier or any other Power whatsoever or 
quit the countroul as above directed till our further pleasure on this subject 
shall be signified to you. 

15. We repeat again that in all your operations, whether for the defence 
of the Vizier's territories or. the Corah Province, you are studiously to avoid 
engaging the Company in an offensive war with the Mahrattas. All your ma- 
nouvres must be directed to cover and protect these dominions, and to expel all 
hostile invaders from them, but you are on no consideration whatever to carry 
the war beyond their limits as above explained, 

16. It is not however meant so far to restrain your actions in the field as 
to prevent you from seizing in a certain advantage, the war being once begun, 
beyond the strict limits of the Corah Province or pursuing a signal success to 
compleat it on the other side. These must be left to your discretion and 
experience, on which we,repose our entire confidence. But it is our positive 
injunction that the immediate end of such an excursion being accomplished, 
you retire again within the limits prescribed, and act afterwards according to the 
spirit of these instructions. on 

17. This latitude is only given for your operations in the Corah Province, 
which lying open to the Mahrattas may afford them too great an advantage in 

‘the attack, should they be allowed to lie unmolested near its borders. But on 
the other side of the Ganges we consider that river as a sufficient security 
against such attempts, and therefore direct that you do not suffer any considera- 
tion to lead you across it. 


18: If the Mahrattas by a divided attack or by an augmentation of 
strength should become too powerful to be opposed with effect by one Brigade 
of the Company’s forces, you are hereby authorized to call for and order from 
Patna any parts of the 2nd Brigade which you shall think necessary for your 
reinforcement; but in this case you are to keep the most watchful eye over the 
motions of the Mahrattas, and if they seem to point towards Beyhar, trusting to 
that province being destitute of forces, you are with all expedition to send back 
your reinforcement or even detach such further succours as may be wanting for 
its ESAE at all events you will not fail to adviseas the moment you come 
p Es emo ution of drawing troops from Patna, that we may on our part take 
ese d JP shall judge advisable for the protection of the province 

ix 36 ; : 


ovince is undertaken for the King’s behalf, 
enue shall be applied to defray the 


. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 
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For this purpose you will demand and receive : 


canara mee 


Secret Dept., Fort Willjam, the 21st April 1773. | 
Wednesday. AT A CONSULTATION PRESENT: 4 1 


P ERE IQ A cia 
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19. Such are the points i 

, 19. 5 > the points on which f 
Mises cs. | s © Wale for the present we think it necessa 

t you. As a Member of our Board, you are acquainted ith die 


motives on which they are dr: 
1 awn up, a ri j 
ie eM spirit of i san will no doubt endeavour as much as 


SS : : id ; : As to the rest you will be reg 
in MU. iue EA Instructions as the atest of id nd 
ea E nsa in P S la l render necessary. In the meantime these are for 
operations in ‘ha eld tl ee line -of your conduct, and as to the particular 
D qe Ee Hae i be left, as 1S most proper, to your sole direction 
oir me carr 1 ; iN £ 
wished, for the honour and ME af od mpa and dece NN 
: É : 
oe DAE g 1e Company and the reputation of 
We are, with esteem, 
Torr WirnrrAM, 


The 18th February 1778. 


Sir, 
; : 
Your most humble servants, 


Postscript.—To dvoid any misapprehension of our instructi ing 
the Corah Province, we think it ocean to add this BRUT E 
by it the -Province of Corah properly so called; that part of Allahabad which 
lies between the Jumna and the Ganges and the District of Corah which alto- 
gether form the territory ceded to the King by the treaty with the Vizier in 1765. 


Agreed they be written fair and signed. 
Tuomas LANE. 


THE Hon’sLe WARREN HASTINGS, ‘President. 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
P: M. Dacres, Esq. - 

RicwarD BARWELL, Esq. 

JAMES LAWRELL, Esq. 

Henry Goopwin, Esq. ; 
Jouw GRAHAM, Esq. r 
GEORGE VANSITTART, Esq. 


Read and approved the Consultation of the 19th instant. i 

Mr. Barwell begs to lay before the Board the following Minute in consequence of the 
appointment resolved on at their last assembly :— . 

I could have wished, Gentlemen, that the occasion had not offered which 

influences nie to transgress upon your time; butas it 

ESE ieee has been my misfortune to differ in opinion and to 
hes in the late appointment of Mr. Lawrell to the 
I am necessitated to request you will resolye me 
hether you had any and what objections to the. 
ors, and particularly to myself, that you precluded 
the service give them to all appointments falling 
f the Board. Or whether you have been solely 
Lawrell’s services by his. previous voluntary 
on to derogate from the merit or abilities of 
have executed the trust reposed in that 
s question, but it is become indispen- 
eriors in rank, have given their assent 
justice must declare that I think his : 


ee ML, a aii. eee ee eee ee 


D»! 


dis, 


- 


ey 
y 


Luna 


oppose your sense and wis 
'Bliabad and Corah Station, 
the following question. Wh 
gentlemen, Mr. Tawrell's seni 
the option which the rules of 
to the lot of the Members o 
influenced to thé acceptance of Mr. 
tender of them without any intenti 
others, who might have wished to have 
centleman. Pardon me for proposing thi 
sably necessary. The n my ow 
RC rell’ ination : 

a ads Lo un "ie commission contided to him), and have observed an 
d m silence touching their own rights, further than by remarking the latest 
Hite of the Company give the Board a latitude to deviate from the long- 
dct m 


87 


OL i 
X p ae 
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tis md red i umor At T ve (hori person prend at e 
debate of the 19th ultimo superior to Mr. Lawrell whi 1 p s Na sar b ee 
i [ the measure, Lof course appear conspicuous an particularly pointed to 
INS observation on the records of that day "ae d o: his Ed 
andas | would not have my name presented to the pu lic ins an ambiguous 
light T cannot be silent. An implied reflection uneam assed by me would 
naturally prejudice my character in the vinos OF ae men if no de 
tion is implied, I demand of your justice to declare as Eu 1 age Lp Ps I 
expect from the same justice, the particulars of n E d Fue a 
jealousy with which I regard my reputation—a Kepa iton tha has s to 
been unsullied and unaspersed during the long course of m n^ Mu in ? meet 
every station I have filled it has been my happiness to ae A meus by 
the favourable notice of my employers. And as I have fillec nodus i ie 
various stations of the service many of the first consequence and i ischar pun 
duty in all to the publie satisfaction, I confess it would E Ay cm to 
find myself justly charged with any particular deficiency for i P i a irae xi 
any partieular branch of publie duty; but as this is à poin F pers el A 
nature for me to dwell upon, I leave it, in the confidence of eing able to 
preserve the good opinion which the Company have entertained of my past 
services and to vindicate their sentiments in my favour. 


RICHARD BARWELL. 


The President replies to the.above Minute of Mr. Barwell’s in the following manner :— 


, The question variously proposed by Mr, Barwell, 
: Rosen namely—‘ whether the Board had any and what 
objections to the gentlemen, Mr. Lawrell’s seniors, and particularly to himself, 
in the nomination of Mr. Lawrell to the Corah commission : whether the Board 
intended to derogate from the merit or ability of. others who might have wished 
to execute the trust reposed in that gentleman ; whether any reflection is im- 
plied on Mr. Barwell, with a demand on the justice of the Board to declare the 
particulars of his demerits,’—is contrary to the rules of the service and un- 
precedented. Neither the Members of the Board collectively nor individually 
are obliged to reply to any question put to them by asingle Member, much less 
to account to him for their private sentiments or to arfaign the conduct and 
impeach the characters of others. 
The demand made on the latter part of the above quotations is in effect to 
require of the Board to bring a formal accusation against him, or to give him 
a plenary absolution and acquittance of all blame which may be imputed to 
him. ‘Through the gvhole course of his services, I know of no cause or neces- 
sity for the former. ‘There would be the highest impropriety in the latter. 


The General Order alluded to by Mr. Barwell was not before the Board 
when they resolved on the appointment of Mr. Lawrell, nor does it anywhere 
appear to have been the ground of that Resolution; on the contrary, they pro- 
ceeded in this, as hath been usual in all extraordinary commissions, by making 
the election without any regard to the line of seniority, but merely to the nature 
of the service which was to be performed, and to the fitness of the person who 
should offer himself for that service. 


I have said that this is the rule of the service; many reasons might be 
assigned why this ought to be so. 


__ Those to whose lot such commissions would fall by seniority may wish from 
private motives to decline them, although they might not choose to assien their 
reasons, or declare their reluctance to go upon any sérvice in which the public 
interest is materially concerned; and it would be contrary to good policy to 
pat such commissions to the charge of persons who accepted of them with 
reluctance. : 


. Extraordinary services require particular talents to execute them, with 
which certain persons may be endowed in a degree beyond others, who may be 
better qualified for affairs of a different kind or for business in general: why 
should the Government preclude itself from the benefit of making its own 

38 ; 
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election in sue SS OEIL TET 

Puri Ce E why „Must it be accompanied by an inviduous and 
Perhans i. PS Mr pie merits of those who may be competitors for it? 
+ erhaps, also, as Mr. Barwell has asserted, objections ineapacit; 

on peculiarities of dispositi d red, objections founded on incapacity 
vifa: de ine p dodi a aon which disqualify them for the particular service 
which do not ds vend A AROR the general run or tenor of their character- 
l I on detached circumstances nor can be easily established by 
egal proof. á JE MIU. o 


To prevent misconstr 
to allude to any particula 
would arise fr 


uctions I declare that I do not in these instances mean 
odi Har pns. but only to shew the inconveniences which 
an aon T the senior Members of the Board in 

; BOUM Wil, however, add for the information of my 
sp DN Pus Mis abundance of argument which has been 
istuc UR iE 3 ; es d ed to Suspect some unworthy motive in the 
influenced by a y jaa paid to Mr. Lawrell, that I myself was 
lan e Considerations which may be deemed personal. T knew Mr. 
vum ,De possessed of much knowledge in the general business of tne 
revenue, of uncommon talents in account, and a great share both of method 
and assiduity—qualifications peculiarly adapted to the service on which he was 
to be employed. Mr. Barwell has made it necessary to declare that although 
I have the justest deference for his abilities, I have “not yet had an opportu- 
nity of experiencing their effects but in points of controversy or opposition, 
nor derived any benefit from his assistance; that whether from a different 
mode of thinking, or contrariety of temper, or from whatever cause, it has not 
been my good fortune to be upon a footing of confidential communication with 
him, and therefore I could not judge him to be the fittest person for a service 
which was to be preparatory to my own, and which would impose upon me the 
necessity of taking his assistance, and of consulting with him on points of the 
utmost importance to the political interests of the Company; and requiring 
instant decision, if the proposed interview with the Vizier should take place. 

I am sorry to.be compelled to such a declaration. I am satisfied to refer 
the Court of Directors for the justice óf it to their public records, and hope I 
shall stand justified in their opinion for the motives which have led me to the 
preference of Mr. Lawrell, in a case which was never yet considered as deter- 
minable by the strict line of seniority. : 
WARREN HASTINGS. 


Mr. Barwell further begs leave to record his sentiments in the following Minute :— 

The Hon'ble the President's observations touching the question I proposed 

‘Mr. Borwell’s answer tothe'Presi- to the Board on the subject of the Corah appointment 
dent's observations, which took place in favour of Mr. Lawrell are such as 
might have occurred to my mind, because the propriety of, the sentiments urged 
for a deviation from the strict line of seniority on extraordinary occasions and 
under very particular circumstances are doubtless obvious, and will always be 
admitted by men capable of distinguishing what is beneficial for the public ser- 
vice. [should not have given the Board the trouble of my preceding minute 
but for the reason therein assigned—-the jealousy with which I conceive every 
man will regard his own character who is conscious of meriting well from the 
publie and "lesirous of vindicating himself against any possible exception that 
can be made to his pretensions to serve the Company in any line. 9 duty T 
which he may with propriety aspire; m this respect, having acquitte mpa 
f the duty I owed to myself, I can only lament my not being favoured with 
the Governor’s confidence to balance in his mind the objection which he de- 
clares to have preponderated aga inst me, at the same time jen feel the 
t concern at so public a mark of his dissatisfaction I can safely aver my 
d s in the particular which he has reluctantly noticed, to he my 
Hung differently of the subjects which appear upon your records; my prin- 
2m SSH be very much mistaken indeed if an idea of opposition should be 
Ru idea I disclaim as entirely foreign to my thoughts, while I 
ascribed to mre] impartial description of points that fall under the Board's 
admit ee e ane ae dios it my duty to speak my particular sentiments 
ou UT ear repugnant to the sense of the majority. My wishes, my 
Edo d. my interest lead me to desire nothing more ardently than to 

ce 3 E 4 
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conform to every opinion the propriety of which may have Nu OEC b y 
ihe sanction of your approval. You may imagme then t A : 1e AUTE 
which arose were a force upon my inclinations and com pe z ae m 1€ 
instances in which I have differed either to give up my own juc gment wit ent 
iction of its being erroncous or to record it. Your eandor, I em on e) 
did not imposo on me the first, and Lam satisfied you will be no longer displeasec 


with the last when you credit my observation that it was the result of the first. 
Pho utility of the measure which has given rise to the present argument I 
approve from sentiments formed regarding it long since, and these I submitted 
to the Governor, actuated equally to lay them before him by private delicacy 
and deference to his station as by my public duty ; it proved my happiness on 
this ocasion to hear from him that the same subject had a place in his thoughts 
and that it would be shortly perfected and brought bofore the Board. You 
have since seen and approved the Governor s plan and I flatter E EE 
great political knowledge and abilities every happy consequence w1 dide o 
vour affairs in the execution of the commission with which he is entrus ed. 
Pardon me if you think I have unnecessarily engaged your time, and let the 
idea, which renders a subject: interesting to any particular character, j fluence 
your indulgenge to the person who may be under the impulse of that idea. 


i RIOHARD BARWELL. 


the indulgence of the Board while he subjoins a few words as a 


The President craves 3 t 
close to the subject of the foregoing Minutes :— 


The President’s second minute. 
He sincerely acknowledges the satisfaction he has received from the very 
candid and liberal reception which Mr, Barwell has been pleased to give to his 
explanation of the motives which induced him to prefer Mr. Lawrell for the 
deputation to Corah, and he here repeats that his sole view was to secure in the 
execution of, the important negotiation which had been assigned him by the 
Board a cordial and effective assistance from the gentleman who was to be 

intrusted with the preparatory measures of them. 
He is sorry there was not at that time such an established confidence 


' between himself and Mr. Barwell as might afford him the certainty of that 


assistance as he shall always be happy to benefit by Mr. Barwell’s abilities; he 

shall on his part with great cheerfulness study to second the desire which that 

gentleman has expressed, that there may be a perfect cordiality, and an unreserv- 

ed communication of sentiments between them, so that in future there may be 

no room for such objections as the President has been, compelled in this instance: 
to make use of, convinced that, while he at the same time. finds his inclinations 

gratified and his labours relieved, the public service will equally benefit by a 

mutual harmony subsisting between all the Members of the administration. 


Secret Dept. Fort William, the 6th May 1778. 
Thursday. AT A CONSULTATION PRESENT: 


Tue How'sre Warren HasmrNGs, President. 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
JAMES LAWRELL, Esq. 
Henky GoopwiN, Esq. 
Joun GRAHAM, Esq. 
GEORGE VANSITTART, Esq. 
Mz. Dacuzs indisposed. tud 
Read and approved the Consultations of the 3rd instant. 
Resumed the consideration of the President's Minute of the 15th ultimo. 
President’s Minute, 


At the time the alteration of the Sea i Wr 
- MAU MA | poy establishment was resolved in 
Council T mentioned the necessity that appeared of appointing some independ- 
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ent, Companies for the duty of the si m : j 
referred for attecteonatlceen a ei subject was at that tite 


I am now to assign my reasons f ‘ 
y reasons i í 
g ns Lor recommending this méasure, 


In the first place, having a great 
: ; Sag number of .guards and, chokis constantly 
stationed in and about Calcutta zd the perpetual call. ee p pede di 
F oe are irequently absent from the corps for several 
eae qua and break a Brigade Battalion, in such ji ipe pe. 
Bnet 2 soll gem of the best officers to keep it under'a proper disci- 
IUE 1 RUE pr x me if ae duty was to be taken in rotation by every 
AGIS e Service 1t might go far entirely to destr intenti [ 
preserving discipline uniformly throughout the BED. pac J 


In the second place; the Town Major who commanded the C ; 

} ) c ce, the Ma e Calcutta S 1 
for several years: having assured me that most of the duties which fall n ier 
lot might be equally well performed by invalids, I propose to enrol all.the 
native invalids which Are stationed here, officers as well as Seapoys into the 
corps wliich shall be raised for the Calcutta duty, by which means "we shall 


save the expense of an unserviceable invalid corps and at the same time make 
a much better provision for these poor people. who have suffered materially in 
the service of the Company. E 


The Seapoy invalids at the Presidency are :— 


. Sabadars j 
Jemaldars 2 = 
Havaldars 7 
Naicks, , 9 
Sepoys . Cd U ^ : a ce f 


To ‘these I would propose to add as many officers and Seapoys selected and 
drafted from the present Calcutta Battalion as would complete seven inde- 
pendant Companies upon the following establishment to be put under the 
charge of the Town Major and Fort Adjutant:— - 


: ER R 
1 Commandant (to be appointed only in case there is an invalid 
Commandant) `. i ke 5 5 5 P . 80 80 
“a Subadars gg o : : - o LW PA 
7 Jemadars o 4 Oe gue 3 a 4 tithe 
7 Trumpeters . : > ETT : 5 E eod Wb: 
56 Havildars 3 ^ ` 7 D> : t . 10) 560 — 
56 Naicks . USES i ES à 6 5 5 5 448. 
700 Sepoys MES o c o dis : 5 . 5 3,500 
; Sejr Mas $ Y from the European invalids . 160 
erjea : : 3 
: t Allowance to Serjeant-Major c EN 20 
1 Writer ; - dmn : cU Ee ~ 20 20 
9 Sirears . . 5 : E . . 3 T 2 
x 3:Doctors ..  . : 3 SQUE MIS 5 ; 
Stal.) Head Armourer o. se ws 00 140. 
3 Inferior Armourers . 9 A á z 5 8 24 
:*7 Watermen . ò : c c Xy WOES 35 
Sanaut R 5 - 5,334 


ablishment I have appointed a smaller number of Suba- 

. bn p Xm than H the Brigade Battalions, because 

dars an ald be a needless burden to the service äs there is seldom a command 

„the EG that would require either of these officers, but, on the' other 

in EA considerably increased the proportion of nón-warrant officers on 
2x : 


` account of the frequency of petty commands. - i 


] uaint the" Board that the Resident at the Darbar 

I beg Ea pa y T he is under of furnishing a number of scat- 

»etion of Moorshedabad, which have hitherto employed 

Companies of Seapoys, and that he will likewise have 
AS MEC 


has represente 
‘tered guards for the prote 
not a less force than four 


Al 
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oeension for petty detachments for the business-of the Cossembazar Factory. 
The two great cities of Patna and Dacea will in like manner require some bodies 
of armed men for their safeguard and protection, and it further appears that 
guards will be indispensably necessary for the security of the treasury at the 
several Collectorships. To these points I request the Board’s attention to enable 
nre to carry into execution the Resolution for disbanding the four Purgannah 
Battalions, which cannot be done with safety until some provision is made for: 
reserving the peace of the country and the security of the Company's property. 
Whatever establishment it may be determined to form, all the other Seapoy 
invalids’ in the pay of the Hon’ble, Company, of which there are returned with 
the Army 16 Subadars, 21 Jemmadars, and 174 rank and file, may be incor- 
porated into it. 

In the original plan Chittagong was comprehended to be relieved from the 
brigades ; but considering its distance from any of the stations of the Army, 
there is a powerful objection to the proposed relief of the Seapoys there, at the 
stated times fixed for our military changes, as a very considerable expense must 
be incurred by so frequent and so distant a removal of the troops, and the 
country through which they must pass being so much inclosed and the inhabit- 
ants mostly deeoyts, great disturbances are to be apprehended, and both real and 
pretended losses will*occasion deductions from the revenue ; moreover, the batta- 
lion there is composed of natives of that. district, who, if dismissed the service, 
would most probably for want of other means of subsistence become decoyts. 
I would therefore propose that the battalion there stationed should remain 
fixed for the service of that district, Tepperah and Luckypore. 


Present Establishment of a Battalion of Regular Seapoys. 


- : 
Full pay. pa batta. |Allowance. | Gratuity: Torat. ` 
Ria» R R Ra Pp 
1 Captain "s 24210) 0)\). 186 ut 36 | 846 0 0 
8 Lieutenants, (2 R02 each .| 186 0 0 872 186 72 $16 0 0 
- 3 Ensigns, @ R49-9-7 „ .| 148 12 -9| 279 186 36 649 12. 9 
1 Serjeant-Major 5 of 2) 0 (0 J00 20 HT 40 0 0 
4 Serjeants,@ R20 each  .| 80 0 0 a 80 0 0 
2 Drümmers @ Rl4 ,, | 28 0 0 50 28 0 0 
' 1 Commandant . LET 60 0 0 80: 60 150 0.0 
10 Subahdars, @ R60 each .| 600 0 0 300 900. 6 0 
30 Jemmadars @ R10 , — .| 480 0 0 450 930 0 0 
10 Color Bearers, @ R10 each} 100 0 0 100 200 -0. 0 
40 BART and ‘I'rumpeters,| s 
ORG each 240010110 120 x 6 
40 Hayildars,@ B10 each .| 400 0°0| 400 M S00 0 0. 
40 Naicks,@ RS each . ./°320 0 0| 400 te 720 0 0 — 
700 Seapoys ,, RG ,, - (4,200 0 0} 2,100 A^ 6,300 0 0 
1 Subadar Acting Adjutant, ty. n 16 “Te © O 
Bion piecie d 
23 Water. . 2000 2 
1 Linguist : 5 of e. O 000 25 ; 3 
3 Doctors, @ R10 each .| 30 0 0 30 0 .0 
10 Sirems , R10 ., 1100 0 0| 100 200 0 0 
l Head Armorer + . : 10 0 0 “10 0 
3 Inferior Arinorers,@R8 each} 24 0 0 ie 24 0 D 
10 Watermen, @ R6 each .| 60 0 0f 30 x 90 0 0 


- Monthly. Charges of Sonaut R : 12,729 12 9 


font Chars supposing it G.months on fulland 6 months on half batta |1,40,667 9 0" 
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ee ey St al of a Battalion of Purgannah Seapoys 
Full pay. | Batta. V fere] Grataity, Toran. 
^ ; R | R [o tees | R | Ra p 
1 Captain : 124 ; | ie es | 
2. ug : : i150 1587 1 56 346 0 6 
3 Lieutenants, ; A = Hg det PRU 
1 Serpent MAT anuo 3 m 372 186 12 : . $16 0 0 
4 Serjeants, Œ R16 each | € 64 E | m a p £ 4 
2 Drummers, @ R11 (2 Cpe irc te | "t 32 ‘4 r 
each — , 3 5 MES Sealy pe 
1 Commandant 60 p | 
E . SEE 4 ( g t 
10 Subdars (2 R60 each — , 600 E S Ts ‘ 
30 Jemmadars, @ Rl6each . 480) ESS 480 0 0 
10 Color Bearers, @ R10 each | 100 Z4 em 100 6 9 
40 Tomtoms and "lrumpeters, Ro mE. 
@ R6 each _ 3 ; 240 mE 240 0 0 
40 Havildars,@ R10 each .| ^ — 4«0 ges! | 400 .0 9 
40 Naieks,'(2) M8 each . : 920 - Sz 520 0 9 
700 Sepoys ,, R6 , . A 4,200 pen 4,200 0 9 
1 Subadar acting as Adju- Eu. i 
tant, Non-Effective | vas $, Nae 16 0 0 
i Wir. QN e ee 20 o = "i 30.0 0 
IDONEUS S e ig 20 a Sess s 5 i 
-3 Doctors, @ #10 each , 30 T E MP toe 30 0 9 
10 Sircats ,, R10 ., ` TOON EA chc Gro 100 0 0 
1 Head Armorer and 3 men 34 206 E. Em 34$ 0 0 
10 Watermen, @ R6 each — . 60 LAT 251 "e 60 0 0 
| , | 


Monthly Charges of Sonaut R .| 8024 0 0 

: Annual Charges of Sonaut R -| 962283) 70:20 

Annual Charges to the Company of clothing a Battalion being Sonaut Rupees} 3,605 10 2 
: "Total Charges annually for a Battalion being Sonaut Kupees .| 99,893 10 2 


Proposed Establishment for a Battalion of Seapoys. 
Full pay. Batta, | Allowance. | Gratuity. | TOTAL. 
- | 
Ra piek R Bi ole 2a A 
P i kia cse api to 5 186 Seem 36 ..946 0 0. 
: i em @ B62 each .| 310 0 0, 620 310 120 1,360 0 0 
5 Ensigns, () Bí9-9-Teach .| 247 15 1 | 465 | 310 co | 082 15 1 
1 Serjeant-Major 5 20 0 0 e 20 go 70 . 
10 Serjeants, @ R20 each .|. 200 0 0 dan As | 200 p 
C 1 Commandant . : “|. 60 0 0 A 60 z Z 
.* . 10 Subadars, @ R60 each ~| 600 0 0) 4 we fee ; 
20 Jemmadars, @ R16 [on 
Ee om a ee 019202808402 MESS 620 0 0 
- 10 Trumpeters, @ R6 each . 60 0- F 30 REG 
. 12 Drummers, @ R14 each . i o : T m : og 
E 30 Havildars » R10 22 940 0 0 240 480 0 0 
- 30 Naicks, @ R8 each . z 0 0 0| 1920 5,760 0 0 f 
640 Seapoys, BÓ » + 3,84 eee 
i 1 Subadar acting as Adjutant, |. - e 16 16 0° 0 
zs A Non-Effecfive _ ; aa ; RARE 
] Writer or Linguist - ol ev ae a : pera 
3 Doctors, @ RIO each — «| o g | 100 200 0 0 
10 Sirears ,, R10 » “lh an® Ur Oy os on i v à 
1 Head Armorer beth d 0 a a 24 | : 
3 InferiorArmorersy@RS each S o g| “So | Z 90 0.0 


10 Watermen, @ Rô each. - 


Charges of Sonaut R- .| 12486 1o 11 


hl aut 3 | 
Monthly and 6 months on full batta Boe 15 0 


penses supposing it 6 months on half 
e 


Annual Ex 
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enses attendant on the proposed and present Establishments. 


Comparative view of tÀe Bap i i 
s - of the Battalion of Seapoys. 


Tun PRESENT EXPENSES. . Tne PROROSED EXPENSES. 
R ap. R a. f. 


Pay, batta, and allowances of 
24 Battalions of Seapoys 
. agreeable to the annexed 
establishment . `. . 82,75,854 .8 0 
Proposed expences of Chowki- 
dars and "l'annedars for the 
collections in Bengal annu- 
9,98,936 5 8| al ` + : : . 1,608,000 0 0 


Pay, batta, and allowance of 
18 Battalions of Regular 
Seapoys agreeable to the 
annexed establishment. j 
amounting annually . . 95,32,010 2 0 

Annual Chargés of 10 Batta- . 
lions of Purgannah Seapoys 
to the Company are 

Pay and batta of 80 Gentle- 
inen Cadets struck of the 
Select Piequet to complete 
the proposed establishment 
of officers at 6 months’ half , l s 
and 6 months’ full batta — . 62,400 0 0 

Present expences of Chowki- 
dars and 'annedars for the 


collections in Bengal annu- : 
ally about : a 6 60,000 0 0 | Decrease of expenses annually 2,09,497 15 8 


Toran  .86,53,352 7 8 Tora,  . 86,58,952 7 8 


Fort William, the 23rd September 1773. 
Read the following letter from the Governor :— 
The Governor, he has completed _ To William Aldersey, Esq., &o., Gentlemen of the Select 
his Negociations. Committee at Fort William. , i ^ 


GENTLEMEN,—This day I finally concluded an agreement with the Vizier 
the original of which.I shall have the pleasure of laying before'the Board on 
my return. In the meantime I think it my duty by the earliest opportunity 
to communicate the substance of it to you for your satisfaction, as follows :— 


The Districts of Corah and Allahabad are ceded to the Vizier on condition 
of his paying. 50 lacks of rupees to the Company, 20 of which is ready 


money and the remaining 30 in two-years by equal payments. 
He has engaged to pay the whole expense of the Company’s forces which | 


may hereaftér march to his assistance, on his requisition which has been com- 
puted and fixed at #2,10,000 per month for a brigade. 


* T have obtained a renewal and formal confirmation of his former engages 
ments with Rajah Cheit Sing. i 
I propose getting: out from this place in two days. 


En : I am, &c., 
, BENARES, i WARREN HASTINGS. 
The 7th September 1773. i ; 
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3 Fort William, the 4th October 1773. . : 
| gs The Governor delivers into the Board the following report of his nezociations with the 
Nabob Suja-ul-Dowla at Benares and his other proceedings during his absence from the Presi- 
dency, with all the papers referred to in the report :— 
tiit and subsidi E M , : t) 
| N rnor's report and subsidiary To William Aldersey, Esq., &e., Council at Fort W liam. 
"| G'ENTLEMEN,—I. have already advised you in my letter of the 7th Septem- 
13 * 


ber from Benares of the issue of my negociations, and the sum of the treaty 

1 . concluded with the Vizier. I now lay, before you No. 1, the treaty itself, a 

i counterpart of which remains in his possession. The other papers whioh 

E WM accompany this I shall refer to, numbering them in the order in which they 
: may occur. 


In the course of my journey to Benares, I repeatedly addressed the King, 
advising him to send some person of confidence to meet me there with full 
powers to treat upon his affairs. He did not comply with my adyice, but 
contented himself with writing to the Vizier, and Munneer-o-Dowla to demand 
the balanee of the tribute of Bengal, the regular payment of it in future, and 
the restitution of Corah and Allahabad to Munneer-o- Dowla on his. behalf, but 
without empowering them to deviate from those demands; under such circum- 
stances your instructions directed me to treat for the cession of those countries 3 
with the Vizier. I proposed to him the exchange of the territory. of Raja ? 
E. Cheit Sing for them, but I found him inflexibly averse to it. He replied that 
| if I insisted upon it he had not the power to dispute it, and must of necessity ` 
| b . submit, but that he would never willingly consént to part with a span of his 

| : territory; that his principal inducements to wish for the districts of Corah and 


|]. > ^ | -Alahabad. was that he might have the credit of repossessing all the territory: 
DN i which he before enjoyed and had inherited from his father; that an ‘exchange 
CN : would defeat his purpose; that he could have no reason to give up a valuable 
Nou, +, part-of his country, with.a certain revenue, for a district which even in time 


of peace. would not yield him near so large, net revenue as was paid him 
' by ‘Raja Cheit Sing, and in war, or even the alarm of. war, nothing 
besides his .being continually exposed to the invasions of the Mahrattas. 
These arguments were certainly just; and as my view was.to confirm and 
strengthen the alliance between him and the Company, and this proposal, if 
; insisted upon; would,have been productive of a contrary effect, I thought it 
IB ` advisable to drop it. Indeed I mentioned it but so slightly, knowing his re- 
| j pugnarice to:it, and I flatter myself that the sum of 50 lacks. of rupees, and ss 
the stipulation: of R2,10,000 per month for the payment of an incomplete 
brigade whenever required for his service, will appear to you, Gentlemen, 
and to our hon’ble masters, a very advantageous compensation for a territory 
which perhaps ought in policy.to have been given to him, even though no 
return had been made for it. - : ‘ à " é 
To have kept it ourselves would have been inconsistent with the repeated ~ 
and peremptory commands of the Company. The 7th, 8th, and 10th paragraphs 
of their general letter, dated 11th May 1769, are so directly in point, and mark 
; i so forcibly their sentiments concerning the impropriety of holding territories 
4 89 i beyond the boundary of their own provinces, and separated from them, that 5 
NS this administration would have been culpable in the highest degreein retaining ` Reo 
* .': ' possession of Corah and Allahabad for any other purpose than that of making an . 
1 : - + advantage by the disposal of them. It would have imposed on us the necessity 4 
Wi ; of sending our troops continually out of the Provinces of Bengal, not at the ie 
ES um requisition of the Vizier and at his charge, but at our own expense,and'forthe `> - EU 
ii ` ` protection of these distant acquisitions ; and as the Mahrattas must unavoidably m 
‘pass either through these districts, or near them, to invade the Vizier, this gay 
would’ furnish him with à perpetual excuse for refusing to bear his proportion B 
of the expense of the forces which should be employed in his protection; nor LES 
indeed would it ever be necessary for him to call for their aid, since the 1 
: presence of our army for the protection of the lands lying on his frontier would je ea 
A pe x inake them a secure barrier to him, and thus leave us the whole -burthen, and é 
^ NN immediate hazard of the' war, although he would be the greatest and in the 
; end would probably appear the only gainer by it. Nor is their contiguity less 
Mee . -exceptionable on, account of the tendency which our possession of.them | 
E E Ce Nias ede E x RUNE, MIN 
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"would ‘have to destroy the harmony and good understanding ae = 

` hon’ble masters so earnestly enjoin us to maintain with the Vizier, their 4 y, 

since, as he himself observed to me upon it, they do not form a ope an 
detached space, which could admit of an easy defence from one rds UR 
with its bounds clearly defined, but consist in a narrow line without reac : ox 

s tending along the western frontier of his dominions, and so intermixec wi i 
them ¡many parts lying on the eastern bank of the river) that his aumils ando 

‘ours would be for ever engaged in natural quarrels, which would not fail to 


weaken the friendship between him and the Company, as it would be impossi- 
ble to examine on which side the right lay at so great a distance from our 
observation, nor (to use the words of our hon’ble masters) could we send a 
man or a gun for the defence of these new acquisitions without passing 
M. through his country, which would be a perpetual source of dispute and com- 
mph. plaint. $ : 
3 Tiad we restored. these districts to the King, who so lately abandoned 
"them, and who is confessedly unable by his own strength to maintain them, 
* we should still have been burthened with the care of their defence, or we 
(^ should have given them only nominally to the King, but in reality to the 
Mahrattas, the evil consequences of which it is needless to enumerate, 
By ceding them to the Vizier we strengthen our alliance with him, | we 
“make him more dependant upon us, as he is more exposed to the hostilities of 
the Mahrattas; we render a junction between him and them, which has been 
some times apprehended, morally impossible, since their pretensions to Corah 
will be a constant source of animosity between them; we free ourselves from 
the expense and all the dangers attending either a remote property, or a remote 
‘connection; we adhere literally to the limited system laid down by the Hon’ble- 
Court of Directors; we are no longer under the necessity: of exhausting the 
wealth of our own provinces in the pay and disbursements of our brigades 
employed at a distance beyond them, but by fixing the sum to be paid by the 
Vizier for their services at their whole expense, and by removing every possible 


defence, we provide effectually for the protection of our frontier, and reduce the 
expenses of our army even iu employing it ; and lastly we acquire a net sum of 
50. lacks of rupees most seasonably obtained for the relief of the Company’s 

. necessities, and the deficient circulation of the currency of the provinces. 

- General Sir Robert Barker favoured me at my request with the calcula- 
tion on which the sum was fixed at R2,10,000 for the pay, batta, and. extra 
charges of a brigade employed without the provinces, and I herewith enclose 
it (No. 2.): Ls , 
= No. 3 is a Persian copy of a eowlnama or engagement which. I obtained 
from the Vizier confirming to Raja Cheit Sing and his posterity the stipulations 


translation of it.” No. 5 a copy of the Vizier’s pottah, or rent-roll, fixed’ with 
Raja Cheit Sing for the year 1178, and alluded to in the cowlnama. No. 6 an 
English translation of the pottah. No. 7 the translation of a letter which I 
‘wrote to Raja Cheit Sing as a further assurance of the, conditions promised in 
the cowlnama, CUIR 1 , 
." The cowlnama was executed in my presence and attested by me. The 
* desired that the stipulations made in favour of the Raja might be 
ed in this mode rather than by an article in the treaty, and it was equally 
ry to the Raja, I must remark that he had already given the Raja a 
‘of this tenor soon after the death of Bulwand Sing through the 
_ of Captain Harper by the orders of the Select committee. He 
ore haye no reasonable plea..to refuse the confirmation of it. 
med to think his former act of so little validity that he 


Lettefgur and Bidgygur, and take from him 10 lacks of 
ove the stipulated rents, and he seemed greatly dissatisfied at 
ued that the treaty of Allahabad related to Bulwand Sing 

it to extend 
yet I cannot conceive, that either the Raja or 


cause for their. passing our own borders, but at his requisition and for his ' 


- formerly made in.behalf of his father Bulwand Sing. No. 4 is an English. - 


ery earnest terms for my consent that he should dispossess the . 


to his posterity. I confess the letter of . 
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Lord Clive, when the treaty was made, could have intended it in that sense. 
It has certainly been dilTerently understood both by the Company and by this 
Administration, and the Vizier himself had before put it out of all di spute by 
the solemn Act passed in the Raja’s favour on his succession to the zemindary. 
I am’ well convinced that the Raja's inheritance, and perhaps his life, are no 
longer safe than while he enjoys the Company's protection, which is bis due 
by. the ties of justice, and the obligations of publie faith, and which policy 
enjoins us to afford him evermost effectually. His country is a strong barrier 
to ours without subjecting us to any expence, and we may depend upon him 


. as a sure ally, whenever we may stand in need of. his services. 


The day before my departure from Benares a khowass, or attendant on 
the King’s person, a man of no consequence, arrived with a letter to me from 
his master, of which and my answers I enclose translations Nos. 8and 9. You 
will observe that the acquisition of Corah and Allahabad, the payment of the 
tribute, and the assistance of our troops, were the objects of his commission. 
As I see no use in false profession or concealment and have ever found plain- 
dealing the best policy, I hope you will approve of my reply. 


Whatever policy suggested the first idea of the tribute, and whatever title 
he may be conceived to have had: to the payment of it while he remained 


‘under our protection, and united his fortune with ours, his late conduct has - 
forfeited every claim to it, and made it even dangerous to allow it, even if the: 


resources of Bengal and the exigencies of the. Company could any. longer 


 admit.of it. Our conduct towards him has certainly afforded matter of admira- 


tion to, the whole people of Hindostan, whether they construe it as the effect of 
a mistaken principle.of duty, the just return of benefits received, or attribute it 


-to some hidden cause. We have persevered with a fidelity unknown to them 


in an unshaken alliance to a pageant.of our own creation, and lavished on him 
the wealth of this country, which is its, blood, although not one of his own 


“natural subjects has ever afforded him the least pledge of .voluntary obedience, : 


although our constituents have been compelled to withhold the legal claims of 
our own sovereign, although we have loaded them with an accumulated debt 
of a crore and a half of rupees, almost the exact amount: of the sums remitted 
for the use of à man who in return has ungratefully deserted, and since headed 
armies against us. It is unjust to argue, in support of his pretensions on the 
Company, that the tribute is no more than a reasonable acknowledgment for the 
favour which they received from him in the grant of the Dewanny. They 
gave him all. They received nothing from him but a presumptuous gift of 
what was not his to give, but what they had already acquired by their own 
power, the same power to which he was indebted fer his crown, and even for 
his existence. ; 


‘The Vizier was at- first very desirous of the assistance of an English force 
to put him in possession of the Rohilla country lying north of his dominigns 


.and east of the Ganges. This has long been a favorite object of his wishes, 


and you will recollect*that the first occasion of my late visit was furnished by 
a proposal of this kind. He had certainly just grounds of resentment against 
the chiefs of this nation, who had not only failed in their engagements. to pay 
him 40 lacks of rupees for his protection against the Mahrattas, but had 


. actually supplied them with money when they appeared in arms against him. 


He offered to make the Company a consideration for this service of 40 lacks of 
rupees besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of our troops; but he after- 
wards laid aside this design, fearing that it would disable him from fulfilling 


- his engagements for Corah and Allahabad. I enclose, for your observation, 


No. 10, the original agreement of the Rohilla ehiefs, witnessed by General 
Barker; No. 11, a translation of the same; No. 12, a translation of a letter which 
I received from Haffiz Rahmut Cawn, in whose name the agreement was 
ratified; and No. 13, a translation of a narrative delivered to me by the Vizier 
in reply to it. The measures to be pursued for his security.on that quarter 
must therefore be determined by future occurrences. I was pleased that he 
urged the scheme of this expedition no further, as it would have led our troops 
to a distance from our own borders, which I would wish ever to avoid, although 
there are powerful arguments to recommend it. 


. and accepted his assignments on them. 
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Tho Vizier having no occasion for the services of tho first brigade, I have 
directed it to return, within the provinces, and I have ordered Lieutenant-Colo. 
nel Muir, with a battalion of sepoys from the ‘2nd Brigade, to relieve Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Wilding in the fort of Chunar. NIE 
In consequence of the cession of Corah and Allahabad Mr. Lawrell will 
return to the Presidency. On my arrival at Benares he made a report to me of 
his proceedings, and delivered me accounts, aud estimates of the collections and 
ricts,’ copies of which he has also transmitted to you. 


revenues of those dist of ^ J 
been collected with great industry, and were very useful 


These appear to have 
‘to me in my negociations. P 
The Vizier insisted very strongly'on his right to the balance of the King’s 
tuncawas on the treasury of Murshidabad. He said that he advanced the 
money for which they were eranted. to him on the faith.of Lord Clive's agree- 
ments at Allahabad before there was the smallest intimation that the tribute 
would be discontinued, and -that Mr. Cartier had both promised him payment 
As these arguments appear to be well 
grounded, and the amount of the tuncawas was actually due.to the King before 
he separated himself from our protection, I thought our credit required that 
this demand should be complied with, and I accordingly agreed to it. 


His engagements for the extra expense of the first brigade during the. 


. Jast campaign have been adjusted, and the account elosed to the 15th of this 
month. The balance being R4,52,834-13-3 is to be paid by an assignment of 
R3,23,000 on the King’s tuneaw, ‘and the remaining 4R1,29,834-13-8 in ready 
money at Fyzabad. No. 14 is a copy of the aecount. 

“Zn the course of our conference he made a demand upon me for the pay of 
the 19th battalion of sepoys from the time it was first stationed with him, and 
was very urgent for the payment. I told him I was not then furnished with 
the necessary papers to enable me to adjust the account at Benares, this being 
the first intimation that I had ever received of his having ‘such a claim, but 
promised to settle it. equitably after my, return to Calcutta. The vehemence 
with which he insisted on the immediate conclusion of this business, notwith- 
standing the length of time which it had remained unnoticed, proved an inter- 
ruption to the other more important affairs, which were depending. The 
enclosed translation of our correspondence on fhe subject, No. 15, will explain 
the cireumstances of this demand. You will observe that the Vizier denies his 
having agreed to pay 15,000 a month for his half of the extra expenses of 
the brigade at Allahabad, but this cireumstance scems to be very well attested, 
and he at length'aequiesced to refer it to our records; and if these should 
RM the claim to allow it to stand against his advances for the 19th bat- 
alion. : 


T had much conversation with.the Vizier concerning a free intercourse of ` 


commerce with his dominions, and recommended to him an establishment of 


customs similar to that which we have lately adopted in’ Bengal, of which il - 


gave him a plan and explanation in writing; but { found it impossible to con- 
vince him of the utility of either. ‘He seemed confirmed in the persuasion 


that thé current specie of this country would be drained.by a free trade with. 


ours ; that if the English gomastahs were authorized to reside there they would 


exercise an authority prejudicial to his revenue, notwithstanding any regula- ` 


tions or restrictions of our Government, and involve him: in disputes which 

-might perhaps end in the ruin of his connections with the Company. I pro- 
mised that no English gentleman should reside in his country, and that I 

would neyer interfere in any disputes between English gomastahs and his 

people, which I left to be decided by his officers, who might exercise the same 

authority over them as over his own subjects. As I found it impossible to 

. overcome his objections, and I learnt that. Mirzapore was the mart from which 
not gouty his dominion$'but all the interior parts of Hindostan Were supplied 

E goods from Bengal, I judged it improper to press him any further to agree 

i innovations so muchragainst his will, when I could effect the same purposes 

a .an agreement with Raja Cheit Sing, to whom the-town of Mirzapore 

elongs, as well as all the intermediate country from the borders of Behar. I 


* informed him of my intention, to which he said he had no objection. . I accord- 
the articles of broad-cloth, copper, and. 


ingly settled with Raja Cheit Sing that 
52. ean 1 


D 
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Jead bought at the Company's s 


z : ales should pass duty-free thróugh his territo- 
ries to Mirzapore, and that on all : m a 


other goods he should collect an equal rate 


| ot tis from all merchants, European or Native, or others indiseriminately. —. c 
1 Wo. 16 isthe Rajas agreement with the rates of duties, and No. 17 a transla-  « 


1 tion of it. These rates are in general a medium between what was before : 
|o Fw M charged to the English merchants and that paid by the natives. ‘Ihe former 

AS was.only half of the latter. The establishment of the duties on- an equal 
b: ; footing will be a benefit to the fair trader, and of course a general encourage- 

4 ment to the exportation of goods from Bengal. The exemption allowed on i 
the articles abovementioned will be particularly serviecàble in promoting the 
Company s sales of the productions of England, which is the purpose to which, 
an their letter to the.Select Committee, dated the of 1766, thev ex- 

pressly direct ‘that the 8th article of the Treaty of Allahabad should be confined, 
‘Raja Cheit Sing having desired that the general residence of Europeans in his 
country might be prohibited, and that any particular persons to whom an 
indulgénce might be evanted should be restricted to Benares; and having at the 
‘same time informed me that Messrs. Fowke, Motte, and Seott had conducted 
themselves so entirely to his satisfaction that he had no objection to their 2 
remaining, I gave notice to all others to quit his territories by the end of 
December, and told him that after that time they would be no longer under the 
` Company's protection, and if they proved refractory he might seize and send 
them away by force. I did not hesitate to comply witn his request in this 
particular because it is literally conformable to the Company's orders. 


== 


During my stay at Benares a vackeel from Nudjiff Cawn came tome 
with a letter from him, requesting the continuance of his annual pension of 
` two lacks of rupees which Lord Clive settled upon him at Allahabad, Fai. .'' 7. 
-¢losed No. 18 is.a translation of his letter. fis representation concerning his VE 
attendance on the: King to Delhi, and his conduct since, has been entirely cone, 
firmed to me.by the General. I see no plea therefore for withholding the 
allowance engaged to him by treaty, and I think it may be of materialiegghe- 3$ 
quence to keep him attached to our interest; but as I could not give liim ; Du 
: answer at Benares, I desired his vackeel to accompany me to Calcutta, I now ^ 
* . cue refer his claim to your determination. ; = 


— is ———— €! 


47 s. "I:applied to the Vizier for the dismission of Mr. Gentil, using such argu- PIS 
ments as I thought most likely to induce him to make it his voluntary act, but 
not insisting on it. He promised that he, would dismiss him, but I confess 
T much doubt whether he- will. - As the peremptory injunctions of the Company 
in the 52nd and 53rd paragraphs of their letter to the Oommissioners, dated the 
23rd of March 1770, required my endéayours to obtain this point, so I have 


af Ew . ‘literally observed their orders in the mode in which T solicited his compliance’ . 
EMT E with it. At the same time I must declare my opinion that'the man has aequired 
‘3 his importance only from the notice with which he has been thus repeatedly 
5 Eg honoured, having neither abilities nor influence which are likely to atfect our 
ey E : interest. i . 


The- Vizier left Benares‘ the 10th of last month, on which day I also 
. -7 — departed. "Mr. Lambert accompanied him to Fyzabad to receive the twenty 
tj g lacs promised in the first payment for the cession of Corah and: Allahabad, and 
re E the balance of the extra charges of the brigade being R1,29,834-13-3, both 
which sums he has assured me shall be instantly paid on his arrival. | : 2 
I made a short visit to Chunar, where I fixed the boundary of the lands 
appertaining to the fort, and made some other arrangements of too little nro- "E 
. ment to swell this letter with.the relation of them. : : 


On my return.to Patna.the chief and council of the factory delivered to 
B une me the particulars which I had desired of the charges at the saltpetre fac- 
ER ss tories, together with the statement of-the quantity provided and the medium 
; ‘price’ (also charges included) for seven years past. It appears that the price | 
has not of late‘been increased, and I imagine it will hardly admit of a reduction. X 
I enclose the accounts No. 19 for your observation. 
^ — — Tn the course of our conservation the Vizier frequently expressed the satis- 
= .fàetion which he had received from our meeting, and from the friendly and ` 
confidential interéourse which had taken place between us. Though our pro- 


` 
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‘fessions are not always to be received in their literal sense, I took occasion TOUS 

them to ask him whether it would be agreeable to him pus person in dues 

* J could confide should. be appointed by me to reside m E i t i 

.* sake of CIARA and nue rami Erde p Aqu 
begun, as we Las for the transaction of puck d ae a ce igh : svae 3 

formality of a correspondence by letter, but which m heir amount are always 


l E : s: that esired i self; but 
be productive of im jortant effects; that I desired it my self, 1 
found to be ] aah would neither propose nor consent to it, as it 


jt was equally his w cons a 
cm Bo in bu a m be productive of the good effects which I meant to de- 
rive from it. He declared to me that it would be entirely pleasing to him. |I 
told him that I would again address him after my return to Caleutta on the same 


ject, whe should have made choice of a person duly qualified for so 
E ere tss Tt now rests with you, gentlemen, to determine on the 
ropriety of this appointment. . I will offer it frankly as my opinion that if you 
“shall think it proper to entrust with me the sole nomination of such a resi- 
dent, and the power of recalling him whenever I shall judge his presence to be 
no longer necessary, it may be attended with good effects. In any other mode I 
- fear the appointment would exelude:me from being any longer the channel of. 
connection between this Government and the Vizier, and prevent me from 
availing myself of that influence with him which I have taken much pains to 
establish, and I hope not altogether unsuccessfully. 

T have addressed the Board of. Revenue in a'separate letter concerning 
such matters as fell under my observation in that department. ' 

Permit me, gentlemen, to conclude my letter with my acknowledgments 
for your indulgence in permitting Mr. Vansittart to accompany me on this 
service. It is a justice which I owe to him and to Messrs. Lawrell and 
Lambert, the other gentlemen of: the Board who were with me at Benares, to 
‘declare that the cordial assistance which I received from them was of the most 


effectual service to me in my proceedings. l 
s I have the honour to be, &c., &c., 

Forr WILLIAM, JE WARREN HASTINGS. 
The 4th October 1773. : 


* 


(Treaty with Sujah-ul-Dowla, No. 1.) 
Tug VIZIER OF THE Emprre.—Asiph-jah Shujah-ul-Mulk, the Nabob 
- Sujah-ul-Dowla, Aboo-ul-Munsoor Cawn: Bahadur, Sifdar Jung Sippah Salah, 
‘on the one part, and Warren Hastings, Esq., President of the Council, Governor 
of Fort William, and Commander-in-Chief of the forces of the English Com- 
pany, in the Provinces of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, for and in the name of 
the English Company on the other part, do agree on the following articles :— 


1st. Whereas in the treaty concluded at Allahabad, the 16th of August 1765, 
between the Vizier and the Company, it is expressed that the districts of Corah 
and Allahabad were given to His Majesty for his expenses, and whereas His 
Majesty has abandoned the possession of the aforesaid districts, and even given 
a sunnud for Corah and Currah to the Mahrattas to the great prejudice of the 
interests both of the Vizier and of the English Company, and contrary to the 


^ 


which has reverted to the Company, from whom he received it, it is 
erefore agreed that the aforesaid districts shall be put into the possession of 


ees [sj 
the 


Bi on the following conditions; and that in the same manner as the 
Province of Owd and the other dominions of the Vizier and possessed by him, 
all he possess Corah and Currah and Allahabad for ever. He shall by no 

{ no pretence be liable to any obstructions in ‘the aforesaid 
the Company and English Chiefs, and exclusive of the money 
, no mention or requisition shall by any means be made to him 
else on this account. ‘his agreement shall be observed by all the 
Y of the Council, and by the Company, nor shall it 


meaning of the said treaty, and hath thereby forfeited his right to the said » 
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Conditions, viz. 


- ko PX. He shall pay to the Company fifty lacks (59,060,000) of sicca rupees accord- 
dd TE -Ing to the currency of the province of Owd as follows, viz. :— 
* | ER In ready money , * x i ; » s .  20,00,000 

In two years after the date hereof, viz. :— É 


| ` The first year : : A 15,00,000 
has a The second year , tale te b . 15,00,000 
| | = ane a0 
j4 | ` b ` B S 
: E NM . Sieca Rupees -  50,00,000 


| : 2nd. To prevent any disputes arising concerning the payments whieh shall 
Y be made by the Vizier for the expenses.of the Company's troops that may 
march to his assistance. It is agreed that the expense of a brigade shall be 
computed at two lacks ten thousand (2,10,000) sicca rupees per month, accord- 
ing to the currency of the province of Owd. By a brigade is meant as 
follows, viz. :— s j . 

. 2 battalions of Europeans.. 

6 battalions of Sepoys, ' 

l company of Artillery. 

The expense of the said troops shall be defrayed by the Vizier from the 
time that they shall have passed the borders of his dominions till they return 
within the borders of the province of Behar, and exclusive of the abovemen- 
tioned sum no more shall on any account be demanded from him. Should the 
Company and the English Chiefs have occasion to send for the troops of the 
Vizier, the Company and the English Chiefs shall also pay their expenses in the 
like manner. ; 


Signed, sealed, and solemnly sworn to by the contracting parties at Benares, 
this seventh day of September in the year of our Lord one thousand seven ~ 
hundred and seventy-three. i : 


In the presence of us— . 


JOHN STEWART. 


ES id AS | WILLIAM REDFEARN. 
3 B š : ; y 
“ | Estimate of the monthly expenses of a Brigade employed without the Provinces. _ 
z Ryda n 8E 
" ^7 A company of Artillery . : S Ere poa 5,072 
A regiment (two battalions) of Infantry, 5 5 : 48,271 
Six battalions of Sepoys. . Ae ap 5 76,923 
Staff allowances . : . d vg 4,500 : 
«t: Sp E 3 81,433 
| à t Lasears" pay and batta o c : 6 t 5 © 5,920 
AC . — Artifiers and coolies” batta =. 0. 0. we - - 12,988 
F. 3 " h SRS Contractors! Charges, — i ; i 
$ i A Viotuilling a A E 
| Carriage and eamp equipment, &c. Spare 15,796 j 
3 ; ] 28,306 
A : Hospital Charges. 
i TAE CET . Cost of camp equipage for a twelve-month, in- ; 
* i cluding 50 per cent. for the charges of trans- i p 
portation =. ..° . 0 . 5 12,945 — i 
Deduct supposed to be expended in a twelve- 
* month $ 5 5 5 : Fags 24,315 : 


48,630 jth is 4,052 ` 
Carried over 2 : 1,59,032 t 


curd A. Pu. ; n n 


; Brought forward |. 189,052 
UTR . Hospital Charges—continued. i 
m : ` Cost of stores for a twelve-month including 
ia : 50 per cent. for the: charge of transporta- 
tions ^ 5 5 " Xe 1,78,314 
: Deduet not supposed to be expended in a 
B oS twelve-month } >» Ñ . : 87,157 iis 


Contingencies of paymasters, quartermasters, &e., 


^ agreeably to the list delivered hy the General, + «> 8,757 
SG 2,005,052 
Sundry eontingencies which eannot partieular- jt 
ly be specified estimated at : - g 1 8 . D . 4,948 
i : t À TOTAL, . 2,10,000 


— 


PA Translation ef the new cowlnama or Agreement given by the Nabob Sujah-ul-Dowla to 


^. Raja Cheit Sing. í 
' The affairs of the zemindary and hahud of the Sircar of Benares, and 
Sirear Chunarah, and of the mehals of Juanpoor, Bejapoor, Buddohy, Sukne- 
segurrah, Mulboo Khans, Sircar Gazeypoor, Sekindarpoor, Khereed Shadey- 
abad, and Loppeh Serinch, &c., which were under the charge of Raja Bulwand 
Sing deceased, I do hereby grant and confirm unto you upon ‘their former 
footing.. It is necessary that after deducting the Nankar and half of the 
Toghier of Buddohoy, you monthly. and annually pay into the treasury of 
Te È the Sircar the established and stated payments.. By the favor of God, what- 
-= v ever is promotive of your honor, shall be performed ; and exclusive of the 
jumma, specified in the cabooleat, of the present Fusselly year 117 8; no inerease 
«hall ever hereafter be demanded. And if you remain firm ánd steady. in your 
obedience ànd in the payment of your rents, no harm shall by any raeans 

ug happen to your ryots. or country. By the Word of God and of the Holy 
ES. Coran and of ihe blessed Imaums, this agreement is made between me and 
. my heirs, and you and your heirs, and it shall never be deviated from. ` Dated 
“this 18th day of the Moon Jemmady-ul-sani, in ‘the year 1177: Hegiree, 


i t p. ` miswering to the 6th of September 1773 Enélish style. 
: E TU ) i TA A true translation. noe 
NT : E ct WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
E ; j ) .Pn, Tr. i 


e 
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Translation of the Potta given by, the Nabob Sujab-ul-Dowla to Raja Cheit Sing. 


3 The: Sircar of Benaras and Chunarab, and the Mehals of the Sirear of 
mits Juanpoor, &c., including land and.rents and sayer duties; and jhavely Maho- 
med-aban, Benares, Mulboo Khans, Pergunnah Booder, &e., Palooks of Sekinra 
ie Mow, in the dependencies of the Pergunnah Khaundah, Pergunnah Buddohoy, 

_, Suknesegur, Bejeypoor, Sircar Gazeypoor, Pergunnah Sekinderpoor, Khereed 
Ys Shadeyabad, and Toppeli Serinch, &e., land, rents, and sayer duties included ; 
. after deducting the dustoor Dewanny, Nankar, half of the jaghier of Buddo- 
he , and the: other exempted jaghiers and whatever has formerly been allowed 

; uctions I do.now fully grant and make over to. you on the terms of 
t ooleat from the first of Khareef 1178. In consideration of the sum 


enses of Sehbundy. It is necessary that you pay the aboye 


2 x d I í 
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Cum-sunna R22,48,449 Assil and Ezafa, as specified underneath, 


EL. 
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‘sum to the Sircar according to the stated and established khists year by year. y 
And by the favor of God there shall never be any deviation from this 
agreement. i ' i 
Particulars, viz.. 
5 y . R I 
Paid by Raja Bulwand Sing as follows ;— : : 
Benares 5 : NAM b 12,00,607 ` 
Buddahoy E 5 A : ; : 1,30,060 
SukAesegur — , hat tes . : 3 16,000 
e Bejey poor ` : 3 : E 5 2,00,000 
Gazey poor 1m : . m . 5,00,000 
Shadeyabad d e . > . o 40,000 
—  —. 20,836,807 E 


Deduct Nankar, half of the jaghier of A 
. Buddohoy and Utturga, &e. — . : 6 . . $8,158 
Net revenue paid by Raja Bulwand Sing 5 . $ 19,98,449 
Increase settled with Raja Cheit Sing ' . Dice ç 2,50,000 


Net revenue to be paid by Raja Cheit Sing .  . ` 22,483,449 


Dated thé 27th Rajub in the year of the, Hegirce 1184. 


SS eng se ee 


A true Translation. 
. WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
Pn. Tr. 


From the Governor to Raja Cheit Sing. | : , 
At this time, the Vizier of the, Empire, having given you an agreement 
! | . under his hand and seal, which I have countersigned, and also affixed my seal 


` to, itis necessary that conformablv thereto, and according to the treaty con- 
. cluded at Allahabad by Lord Clive and the Vizier respecting Raja Bulwand 
Sing, your deceased father, you with the greatest cheerfulness pay to the 
Vizier the rents thereby established, in which case the Company will always 
attend to your welfare, and afford you their care and protection, and in the 
. agreements aforementioned there shall never be any breach or deviation. 


$ 3 A true DAHON 
| A UA TENE e 7 i WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
ES e Y: (4 ; - Pn. Tr. i 


From the King to the Governor, received.the 9th September 1773. : : 
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sending to you our noble kinsman, Mujad-ul-Dowla, to communicate to you 
our commands, and to reconcile you to our royal person, of whieh we informed 
you in a former shukla, Afterwards this counsel occurred to our enlightened 
"mind, that if we were informed that you had intentions of settling the affairs 
of our empire, we would then send our noble kinsman to you; that after 
learning from him our royal commands, you might despatch the General with 
the Vizier to our presence ; and we could then he assured that when we had 
‘two such supports with us, the Vizier and the General, your emulation would 
not suffer you to permit the usurpers and disturbers of the peace of our 
empire, such as the Jauts and the Rohillas, to hold possessions so near our | 
capital. As for the rest, know that our royal favour attends you? Remit our M 


tribüte from Bengal, and give up Corah and Allahabad, which will give the 
"utmost satisfaction to our sacred person. . 

Postscript in the King's own hand—Do you our loyal servants come with 
cheerfulness to our presence. After settling affairs here we shall. give our - 


"loyal assent to whatever you may represent. 
A true translation. : | 

WILLIAM REDIEARN, © 

o 9n bg 


From the Governor to His Majesty Shah Allum, written the 13th September 1773. 


ajesty separated yourself from the English and the Vizier; and gave your 
erence to, and conferred your royal favours on others, whose views have 
een hostile to your former friends and allies; whatever power your 
possessed instantly became theirs, and presuming upon it, they . 
eir forces to the Vizier and the forces of the English Company ; 


nted power td retain these districts, or that 
own free will to strangers, whose designs and 
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interests were ever contrary to the designs and interests: of the Company. As 
these districts were originally assigned by the Company for the purpose of 
paying your expenses, when they ceased to be your property, by the universal 
principles of justice, they reverted to the Company, from whom you first 
received them; and I accordingly caused possession to be taken of them in the 
name of the Company, both for the security of their rights and to prevent an 
enemy from usurping them. And I have given them to the Vizier for these 
reasons: first, because as his interests and the Company's were the same, and 
this country lay contiguous.to his, the defence of it would be more easy and 
our mutual alliance become stronger“ by this addition to his dominions ; 
Secondly because the Vizier being your first servant and the only represen- 
tative of your person, it would enable him ‘hereafter more effectually to serve 
your Majesty and to retrieve your affairs. It was certainly my intention to 
have put these districts again into your hands, and it was with this view that 
I so repeatedly entreated your Majesty to send a person of your confidence to 
settle with me the means of effecting this and the other arrangements depend- 


ee Ba ent E 


~i E ^ x eee ae 
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ant on the Company. But as no one came, and being informed that nobody . 


would come, and I knew that without some well-concerted plan of defence, to 
restore them to your hands would in effect be to give them up to the Mahrattas 


and prove a certain means of arming their hands against his, I was therefore. 


‘compelled to change my first design, and act as the ‘necessity of the season 


. advised. - 


Upon the affairs of Bengal I have before in my letters represented the 
distressed condition of the people and the poverty of the country, which are 
solely owing to the heavy drafts which have been made of its current specie 
for your Majesty's remittances. As it is the will of God, and agreeable to the 
commands of the English Company, my masters, that I am entrusted with the 


care and protection of the people of these provinces, and as their condition, . 


which is at this time on the edge of misery, would be ruined past remedy by 
draining the country of the little wealth which remains in it, I must plainly 
declare that until the safety and welfare of these provinces will admit of it, 
I cannot consent that a single rupee be sent out of them which it is in-my 
power to detain. This declaration I make from the integrity of my ‘heart and 
a real attachment to your Majesty, which will not suffer me to deceive you by 
doubtful promises, while I am certain that they can have but one effect. For 
the rest, I pray to the Almighty for a more favourable season, to enable me to 


shew my zeal for your Majesty's service, and shall continually communicate | 


with the Vizier on the means of exerting our endeavours in conjunction for 
this purpose which, God willing, may be speedily and happily accomplished. 


A true translation. 
WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
Pn. Tr. 


Translation of the Agreement given by Hafez Rahmut Cawn to the Vizier. 


As the Vizier of the Empire the Nabob Sujah-ul-Dowla will put the 


effect it either by peace or war. Should the Mahrattas at this time, without 
coming to an engagement or peace being established, cross the river and retreat 


. owing to the rainy and after season, and after that is elapsed commit disturban- 
ces in the country of the Rohillas, the quelling of these disturbances shall ' 


belong to the Vizier. The Rohilla Sirdars after the aforesaid business do agree 
to pay the sum of 40 lacs of rupees on the following terms, viz.: As the 
Mahrattas are now committing disorders in the -country of the Rohillas, the 
Vizier shall march from Shahabad to such place as may be thought proper to 
arrive at in order that the Rohilla dependants may come out of the jungles and 


arrive at their own homes. The sum of ten lacs of rupees shall then be paid 


in ready money in part of the stipulation, and 30 lacs of rupees shall be 
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' Rohilla Sirdars in full possession of: their country, it is at his own option to . 
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discharged in 3 years beginning from the Fusselly year 1180. This agreement 
is sealed in tho presence of General Sir Robert Barker. 


From Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, Chief of the Rohillas, to the Governor. 


After the usual compliments, and expressing his desire of an interview, he 
proceeds. The bonds of friendship and affection, and the mutual intercourse 
which have long subsisted and taken root between me and the "English Sirdars 
may not be unknown to you. ‘Having heard of your fame, I wish that a 

i and concord should be established and confirmed between us; 
and I hope that you will have the same inclination on your part. It is from 
ideration of there being no difference or dis- 
agreement between us, that I represent to 1 wir 
that you may haye them in your memory at the time of discussion. - 


Last year, when His Majesty and the Mahratta Sirdars were at variance `. 


with the Nabob Zabitta Cawn, and when ‘after confusion was thrown into that 


- Nabob's affairs, His Majesty and the Mahrattas crossed the Ganges to come into 


these parts, the Rohilla Sirdars, for the protection of their women, fled to the 
skirts of the jungles; at this time the Vizier of the Empire and General Barker 
arrived at Shahabad, and sent Captain Harper to me with a message to me to 


come and join them, which they persisted in with great perseverance. As our: 


interests were equal, I therefore went and had an interview with the gentlemen, 
when an’ agreement was concluded between us, in which I agreed to pay 40 lacs 
of rupees on account of peslieush to the King and the Mahratta Sirdars, 
and the gentlemen on their part engaged to effect my security, by establishing 
peace between me and the King'and the Mahratta Sirdars, declaring that if 
they would in a day or two after that march from Shahabad to fall upon and 
come to extremities with the Mahrattas, and to put an end to their operations. 
Notwithstanding this, the gentlemen never came to any negociation with the 
"Mahrattas so.as to put an end to their operations, nor ventured to attack 
them, but finally returned towards Fyzabad, leaving ‘their engagements unful- 
filled. When the rainy season commenced, the Mahrattas of themselves crossed 
‘the Ganges and encamped in the Doab, threatening me still with hostilities. 
During the rains I repeatedly called on the-Nabob, the General, and Captain 
Harper to conclude these affairs with His Majesty and the Mahrattas, but they 
came to no determination on the subject, nor took any measures for effecting 
security. When thé. rainy season was drawing fo an end, and the Mahrattas 
had approached near the banks of the Ganges, they then demanded of me sums 


of money, which after much temporizing I was at last obliged to pay them. 


Afterwards they went to. the presence, and procured a sunnud for Corah and , 
Allahabad, with which they returned to the banks of the Ganges and made , 


preparations of bridges for crossing it; and at the same time sent a person: of 


their confidence to demand payment of the money which had been stipulated, . 


saying it belonged to them and the King;. and also. with many inducements 
requested that I would let them pass through my territories, assuring me that 
they would commit no depredation or ravages on the rayats, and they would 
pass through with expedition towards the Soubah of Oude, or withersoever 
they thought proper. They also engaged to.remit me a large sum on account 


of the stipulation, ahd to do whatever was agreeable and would.give satisfaction ' 
to the Rohilla Sirdars. At this juncture the Nabob and the General being 
arrived near, they sent to me Syed.Shaw Muddun and Mahomed Mukrim -. 
- Cawn, desiring that I would enter into no terms with the Mahrattas; and they 


UH give me back my engagement for 40 lacs of rupees, and do everything 
oth for my present and future security. Having therefore in view the long 


you the following few circumstances . 


— 
P 


"friendship which had subsisted between the Nabob Vizier, the English gentle- ' 


men and myself, I declined all offers made by the Mahrattas, and came over . 


n them, in revenge for which it is well known that the Mahrattas re-crossed 
: a Gengis and plundered Moradabad and Sumbul. The gentlemen promised 
th at iey would cross and cantone on the other side of the Ganges during the rains, 
and would not return to Fyzabad or Caleutta until they had entirely driven 


- away the’ Maliattas,'and fully satisfied themselves both with respect to their 


own and my security, But-at length they left everything unfinished ; and after 


tempozizing for a long time with the Mahrattas returned to their own homes, ` 
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leaving me still a prey to the Mahrattas. You are no doubt acquainted with all 


tee proceedings. It is a point which requires justice and consideration. As 
MP has long been established between us, L doubt not but you will at 
all times and on all occasions wish to preserve it. Other particulars the Major 
will inform you of. i 


The Vizier’s Narrative of the Behaviour of the Rohillas, 
The case of the Rohillas is as follows :—That from the beginning to this “ 
time I have treated them with friendship and attention, and on their part I ` 
have.met with nothing but ill-treatment, treachery, and a breach of faith. Ac- 
cordingly when the Mahrattas marched with a larze army dgainst Najib-ul- 
Dowla and the Rohilla Sirdars and beseiged ` Najib-ul-Dowla'un Sukertaul, 
‘and Hafiz Rhamut, Doondee Cawn, and the rest at Jellabad, where they 
reduced them to the greatest straits and difficulties, if I had riot assisted them, 
they would all have been ruined ʻand deprived of their women, country, and 
government. But by the favour of- God I afforded them at-that time such 
assistance that the Mahrattas were put to flight, and took their route to the 
Deccan, and the territory, property, and women of the Rohillas rémained in 
security. Again, the year before last, when the Mahrattas advanced their 
troops against the Rohillas, Zabitta Cawn received a total defeat; and 
Hafiz Rahmut and the others being unable to-oppose them, took shelter with 
their women at the foot of the hills, where, if I had made 10 days' delay, 
they would all have perished by the bad water and unsalutary air: By the 


:* favour of the Almighty I went with the English troops to Shahabad aud 


stopped the approach of the Malirattas, and sometimes using authority and 
menaces, and sometimes friendly médiation and temporizing, according to the 
circumstances, I caused them to pass the Ganges; and releasing from confine- 
ment delivered to Zabitta Cawn the daughter of Ally Mahomed Oawn, a prin- 


- cipal Chief of the Rohillas, and nine of the women and daughters of Najib-ul- 


Dowla and the wife and son of Zabitta Cawn, together with 400 women the 
Mahrattas had taken prisoners. I also called to me Hafiz Rahmut Cawn and 
the others who had taken protection under the hills, and replaced them on their 
former footing in the possession of their country. My friend General Barker 
is well acquainted with these circumstances, in whose presence they entered 


. into an engagement for the payment, of 40 lacks of rupees, and pledged their 


faith and religion for its performance. In the sequel they did not remain 


steady to this agreement, but in the height of the rains, antecedent to every 


other person, Zabitta Cawn first went and connected himself with the Mahrat- 
tas, and Hafiz Rahmut Cawn sent the holy Coran, which contains the religion 
of the ‘Mussalmen, to the Mahrattas as a token of his friendship. He also gave 


. them five lacks of rupees and established a friendship and good understanding 


with them. ‘The whole world are well acquainted that envoys from Hafiz Rah- 


“mut were with the Mahrattas, and treated with them in the above manner. 


Myself, continuing firm and steady to my engagements, I proceeded in concert 
with the English troops from Fyzabad to the assistance of the Rohillas and 


arrived by successive marches to Ramgaut. I previously acquainted Hafiz : 
"Rahmut Cawn that he should make preparation, and that I should shortly 


arrive and act in conjunction with him. As Hafiz Rahmut Cawn had entered 
into intrigues with the Mahrattas notwithstanding I was near him, and the 
Mahrattas at a considerable distance, he’ nevertheless under various preten- 
sions and evasions:drew near the Mahratta army to such a degree that the 
morning when I arrived with the English forces, and came upon the Mahrattas, 
Hafiz Rahmut Cawn was within 7 or 8 coss of them, when from necessity 
only he came and waited on me. I am certain that if I had heen 4 gurries 
later with the English forces, he would have joined the Mahrattas and fallen 
upon me; and that only from my near approach he was compelled to come to 
me. Afterwards when tlie Mahrattas could not.face the English forces. and 


myself, and set out for the ‘Deccan, Hafiz Rahmut Cawn did not pay me a ` 


single daam on account of the agreement executed in presence of the General 
as aforementioned: nor did he treat me with that respect, or present me with 


the customary presents, which are used amongst mankind as marks of friend- 
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The heavy burthen of-inereased expense which I have ve 
account of my own troops and those of the English, are as 
sun at noon-day. I made no use of menaces concerning taking 
orce, otherwise, had I been so inclined, I could have taken it in 
>of a day. I passed the matter over and took no notice of it, and 
oir part pleaded excuses, evasions, and delays. They even encamped 
4, coss distance from mine and the English army, with an intention to 
eto a battle should I insist on the payment of the money. Of the truth of 
every gentleman that was with me can. witness. My mentioning it is un-- 
“necessary. , In short, the Rohillas have been guilty of treachery, baseness, and -- 
(à Dreach of faith, and have paid no regard either to their oaths or agreements. ` 
— T have notwithstanding hitherto put up with this behaviour, but can do it no 
. longer. To oblige them to make reparation is expedient and. just. : 


A true translation. . 
. WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
Pn. Tr. 
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fa letter from the Governor to the Nabob Snjah-ul-Dowla. 


Cawn has repeatedly and fully explained to me your 
pon the subject of the accounts of Captain Harper’s 
às follows:—I am informed y the 


Extract o 


Mahomed Elich 
-Bxcellency’s commands, U 


sout three years’; that it was agre 
Bath that ‘for the batta of this force 230,000 should be paid monthly, viz., 


-  R15,000 by the king and R15,000 by yourself; that your share of this pay- 

. meni never was paid but was always understood to have been balanced by.the 
advanees made by you on accoun 

- monthly were due from you for. batta ar 

advanced by you on account of their pay, 

sidered the account was settled. : 

*.— «. [also find it mentioned in some fiuthentic pape 

` fallen into my hands, that the brigade aforementioned was.called to Allahabad 

and continued there at your own express requisition; and the Company have 

à been so informed in many letters from the administration of Bengal: of the 

truth of this I am myself entirely unacquainted. ‘I know not the dates of the 

arrival or return of the brigade which went to Allahabad, nor of the appointment 

or continuance of the 19th Battalion, with your person, nor have I one paper or 

account which can show me what sums haye been received and are due.on either 

of these accounts. Dhe persons who were privy to these transactions (on which a 

knowledge of these accounts depends), are either in England or in Calcutta. How 


nd extra expenses, and R10,000 were 
by which means it was always con- 


appointed, by the Government of Caleutta have had a ‘meeting with your Excel- 
lency for the purpose of settling all matters between you dnd the Company. Tf 
<.: this account was not settled with them nor with the othér English Chiefs, who 


t be made upon me, till my arrival here! I therefore sent you word that upon 
a my return to Calcutta I would carefully examine the Paymaster’s books, and 
ix make such enquiries as might be proper from the persons who had any know- 
ledge of them, and of your agreements with the English Company concerning 


. + it should be faithfully and most certainly paid you. ' 


qas a - From the Nabob Sujah-ul-Dowla, received 4th September 1773. 


`- and the regard which you have shewn both-for the preservation of your friend- 


y our hegociations 
who came after him 


Accordingly this mode took 


tialion. The state of this matter is 

» uut at your requisition, the brigade, of which the General hàd then the 
*- gommand, was sent to Allahabad. It there continued at your own request - 
nb e ed between the king, yourself, and General 


tof the 19th Battalion, of which about 5,000. . 


rs, which have accidentally : 


therefore can I:possibly attempt to settle this account here without a single . 
voucher to assist me? Reflect also that this is a business of 7 years’ standing ; 
and that since the commencement of it, Mr. Cartier and. other gentlemen’ 


had the immediate cognizance of it, in what manner and by what means am I- 


to settle it, who neyer heard of such an account nor expected such a demand to . 


. them; and if it should appear that anything was justly due to your Excellency 
D . < "2^ 


advance on that account, over and above the 
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them up to me when they were stopped at Patna. Afterwards a fire happened 
„at Patna, in-whicli the whole of these goods were burnt, as a recompense for 


which 300 and odd English firelocks:-were given me at the time of my going to 
Allahabad. ‘This’ transaction may have come to your knowledge. General 
Barker is well acquainted with it. With respect to the batta of the brigads 
which was quartered at Allahabad, and which you'say was called there by my 
desire, the case is this. When Cossim Cawn joined himself with the Rohillas, 
and was going to set disturbances on foot, I sent for the English troops, im 
about 10 days after whose arrival at Allahabad the disturbances were concluded ; 
and the enemy seeing that I and the English Chiefs acted in concert, and that 
the English troops. were at Allahabad, dispersed, and in about 10 days or a 


` month alter the arrival of those troops at Allahabad I dismissed them. That 


friendship which subsisted between me and General Smith is known to all the 
world? You must also be well acquainted that at length I carried on a corre- 
spondence to Calcutta, and had some controversy with the gentlemen respecting. 
the troops that I kept in my service. Although no number of troops was 
mentioned in the treaty, nor was it any infringement of the treaty,.yet purely 
out’ of regard to the friendship and satisfaction of the English gentlemen, I 


: made no use of this argument, but dismissed my troops after the conclusion -of 
`- the disturbances with Cóssim Cawn. I know nothing ‘of -the English troops 


being sent for. ` If they were sent for, General Smith did it of his own accord. 
There: was never any agreement between Genéral Smith and me regarding the 
R30,000 on account of batta for the brigade at Allahabad, nor do I know any- 


thing of -it. General Smith had at that time gone to Souragepore, and had a - 


congress with Hafiz Rahmut Cawn, and upon hearing of some disturbances of 
thé Mabrattas in the districts of Bundelcund he required my assistance. Upon 
which I sent Beney Persaud with my troops to him. You write, “ that of the 


£30,000 half was to be paid by nie aud half by the king.” If the king sent. | 


for those troops, why should I pay half? or if I sent for them, why should the 
king pay half? Besides this, the troops were stationed at Allahabad, which is 
at the distance of 7 days’ march, and in such case what use could they be of to 
me. Respecting the disturbances-of the Abdallah, if there was any disturbance, 
it must have been’ at Lahore, and I am entirely unacquainted with it, nor could 


those troops be required upon that occasion. * You are just and wise. If I had 
sent for those troops; there must be.some letter or voucher for it, or it must be 
mentioned: in your records, and let them be produced. his I have written  , 
-out of pure friendship.and from a consideration that you are just. : 
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Representation of Nudjif Cawn as delivered by his Vai kel 7 


D " cy: "o Wee ^ . d b 
| M hen Major Munro was.encamped at Benares there were great disturban- 
i dn the districts. of Corah and Allahabad, and T. was in’ Bundeleund; thie j 
: x NR OE invitation through Raja Kyaulyram together with KT 
EN - "ile etam Nd Hune MERI me hopes of Shuja-ul-Dowla's country. In : 
i pv ; sired me to join the English by the way of Corah, and immedi- j 
BES 7 EM upon my arrival to ‘establish my own authority there and drive out | 
f adi Shuja-ul-Dowla 5 people, because he said the Chuckla of Corah and Subadarry > | 
DU . of: Allahabad were settled upon me. Upon the receipt of this letter T marched 
ae * . to Corah with 7 or 8,000 horse and drove away Shuja-ul-Dowla’s people, and 
JI was active in assisting Colonel Fletcher and General Carnac at the siege of the 
fort of Allahabad and in the war with the Mahrattas. These cireumstances are 
well known to many English gentlemen. When the,Vizier surrendered himself 
to the English, they:gave up to him the Soubah ‘of Oude, and Corah and Allaha- 
bad: were made over to the King. The King told Lord Clive that he should not 
get a single daam by the acquisition of Corah and Allahabad, for that I 
* . , c5 should expend the,.whole revenue for the payment of my troops.. Lord 
E Clive ordered that I should receive two lacks of rupees per annum out of the 
- revenues of Bengal for my support, and told me that for my pay and the pay 
of my troops I should receive from the King whatever he might appoint; that 
if my inclination to serve the King should not continue I might live where I 
"| pleased, and there should be no failure in the payment of these two lacks. Only 
' IL must not join with any person who was an enemy ‘of the King, the English, - 
| or the Vizier: accordingly this is insérted in the treaty. I am now in the King’s , 
b. s i service, whom I attend agreeably to the permission of General Barker, and. 
have been guilty of no infringement of my agreement, and I am now also 
` ready to. obey your commands. As the English gentlemen never act con- 
trary to their engagements, I flatter myself you ‘will pay my allowance as usual, 
together with the arrears. I am ever ready to act agreeably to your directions. 


Secret Dept, Fort William, tlie 7th October 1773. . 
Thürsday. s AT à CONSULTATION, PRESENT : 
: THE Hown’nie Warren Hastines, President. 


E 


^ GENERAL SIE ROBERT. BARKER, being.arrived at the Presidency, takes.his seat 
PORTE ó ; at the Board. | 9 + - au 

. WILLIAM: ALDERSEY; Esq. 

P. M. DaoRzs, Esq. 
Henry GoobwiN, Esq. . 

Jonn Gnamax, Esq: . 
- Gro. VANSITTART, Esq. Quos wy 
Read and approved the consultation of the 4th instant. 

Received the following letter from the President and Council at Fort St. George. 

Dee "ug Fort St, George, Tanjore, To the Hox'BLE: WARREN HASTINGS, President and Governor; 
^ takon. ECT : &e., Council of Fort William.. — - : 

. MHoN'sLE Sre AxD'Srns,— We have the pleasure to acquaint your Honor, 7 
&o., that the capital of Tanjore was taken by storm, the 17th at noon, witha “. | y^ 
very inconsiderable loss... ti i t 2 ef E 

' . The ‘enclosed packet to the Hon'ble Court of Directors contains the -. S 
aecounts of this event, whioh we request your Honor, &e., will forward by 4 ET, 
“the very first despatch for Europe. api es à ; E 

. By advices received from Poonah, dated the 5th instant,“ we are informed - 043 
that Narrain Row was assassinated by a Commandant of sepoys, and that lis: SE 

. uncle Ragonaut Row was thereupon. set at liberty and will, we understand, be ass 
“appointed his successor. : : ; n 


. & On the 30th of August, 1773 the young Peshwa Niréyana Row was murdered. The murder seems to 

have been planned by Ananda Bai, the wife of-his uncle Ragoba- When the assassins attacked him he ran to ` 

* his unole's apartment and implored him to sive him. ‘This his uncle attempted in vain to dc. : ; 
; . k 1 mes 
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i | Y 3 T ive it may not be 

As the Mansfield is not yet arrived, and wo are apprehensito IP N n 

in our power to despatch her for Burope; ue dua ARE the Mercury 
is month, we must again request your Honor, &v., 

Ld for our despatches to the Hon ble Court. 


We are, &e., &e., 


' ý ` 


Torr St. dxonon; (84) ALEXANDER WYNOH, &e, Council. 


The 20th September 1773. 


À Secret Dept, Fort William, the 12th October hs. ' 
Tuesday. AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT? 
s : Tue HON’ BLE WARREN HASTINGS, President. 
WILIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. i 
5 P. M. DAGRES, Esq oot 
>... ~~ Henry Goopwiw, Esq. — 


Jon GnanAM, Esq, 
Geo. Vaysrtrarv, Esq. : 
BRIGADIER GENERAL Sır, ROBERT DBARKER, Absent. 
2 Eur ` Read the consultation of the 7th instant. 


The President desires to enter the following minute in reply to those recorded by the General 
: esr à in the last Proceedings. . | ; "e . 


a Oriara ecly to tho ‘ Remarks on the General's dissent to the President's 
pe General's dissent. | -  — measures at Benares :— A3 ahs, : 
_ The objections made by the General to the article of the treaty with 

respect to the cession of Corah and Allahabad to the Vizier are these :— 
1st.— That they are repugnant to the treaty of Allahabad: 


2nd.—That the conditions of the-cession were much below its worth, and 
~ what might have been obtained for them. RN i 


_ of Chunar and that part of the,zemindary of Gauzipore which 


lies on the south side of the Ganges. . herrea, 
4th. —That it has contributed to the Vizier’s purpose of accumulating as 
i .. 05 much power, wealth, and country as he possibly can, and rendering 
: himself a still more formidable and dangerous neighbour than he 

-— . has hitherto been. . 3 ae 


bth.—That besides an advance of a-sum of. money, a continuation of. 


[53 EN obtained for the Company for a number of years. - . 
+  6th.—That equal advantages might have been.obtained from the King for 


soubahs of Bengal, Behar, and Orissa to the Company for ever. 
ds —The 4th article of the treaty of Allahabad runs in these words :— 


, A r MT $ B L L , m 
2 "King Shah Allum shall rémaim in full possession of Corah and such 


6! 


a royal demesne for the support of his dignity and expenses.” 
affirms "hat “in consequence and by virtue of this cession, 


ion of Co 


ug 
t 


3rd.—That an exchange might have been obtained for them of the lands 


eA half the revenues arising from those Provinces should have been’ 


3 his reinstatement “in those Provinces, viz., the renunciation of ' 
"^ — his stipend of 26 Jacks per annum, and sunnuds or grants for the - 


Province of Allahabad as he now possesses, which are ceded to his ` 


T » VERNA ON RUIT eisdem 


. Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


47 


stood upon the same tenure, and that if the former were left to the King, the 
right. of the Company to the latter ceased with it. . . 


The true estate of the case as I conceive it is this. 


The Government bestowed the districts of Corahrand Allahabad upon the 
King Shah Allum of its own free will “for the support of his dignity and ex- 
penses." He first abandoned, and afterwards by a solemn grant he gave them 
away to the Maharattas. : We disapproved ofthe grant, because it frustrated 
í the purpose for whieh these lands were bestowed on the King, and because we 
di : saw danger in admitting so powerful a neighbour on the borders of our ally. 


- It was therefore resolved to resume the possession of those lands, not from the 
a. King, whose-property and right were annulled by his own alienation of them, 
xà * - but from the Maharattas, their new. proprietors. 


If it was repugnant to the treaty “to possess ourselves of the Provinces 
of Corah and Allahabad, and to cede them to the Vizier, because the king had 
„an. undoubted right of doing what he judged proper with those Provinces, 
without reference to the English,” it was also, repugnant to the treaty to 
oppose the Maharattas, to whom he had assigned them, and.to:prevent them . 
| i from taking possession according .to the intention, of his grant. Yet this 
h ' . 4 measure was resolved on, after having been. very maturely debated both in the 
Select Committee and at the Board, with the presence, concurrence, and advice 
| , of the General in both. - What was the opinion of the Board at that time on 
| M the subject will best appear from the following extract of the consultation of 
| - . the.lst February, at which the General was present ? 
| , * The Board are entirely of opinion, with the Select Committee, that they 


| os have the justes grounds to contest this point with the Maharattas. The Pro- 

i » - "vince of Corah was a grant of.the Company to the King, and declared to have 

1 : been made for the support of his dignity and expenses. By its being made an 
7 : article of their treaty with the Vizier, they must be. considered as the guarantees 
1 pe ^ .ofit. The present transfer is unquestionably an act of violence, and, as such, 
p oM can ‘be. repelled by none with so good a plea of right as by those from whom 
ES it was originally held: were it even a voluntary cession, the equity of it might. 

j well admit of.a dispute, and the Company might justly reclaim the possession 
| XE . .of it, both because the conditions of their original grant to the King were 


X defeated by his assigning it to another power, and their interests are likely to 
` «be endangered by it. | i : ti. 
Resolved that measures be immediately taken for the defence of the 
* Province of Corah and Currah against the Maharattas; that the President be 
desired to communicate tliis our intention to the Vizier; that Colonel Champion i 
be directed. to consult with him on the proper means of effecting it, and if ad- js 
visable, to cross the river at Allahabad, either with the whole or such a part of ‘ 
the brigade as he shall judge advisable for this service, &c. ; 
2nd.—Mr. Lawrell has given his opinion, founded on the testimony of the 
most authentie records, that the nett revenue, of the Provinces of Corah and 
. Allahabad, after deducting all charges, may ‘amount to 22.09,416 rupees “if - 
* the country remains in. peace and is affected with no unusual calamity.” This — 
: is a condition in which we have no right to expect them to continue long ; and 
n in war, or even on the.threatening of a war, it may be questioned whether the ~ 
'4 ; collections would be sufficient to defray the charge of the forces which would 
be required at once to guard the country againstan enemy, and to curb the 
mutinous spitit of the people: I beg.leave to quote an expression which I have 
heard attributed to Nudjif Cawn, and which strongly marks’ the troublesome 
and precarious tenure of these districts, —' that.the ryots never pay their rents $ 
but with the dagger held to their throats.” In effect we find tbat on the bare NV 
expectatión of an invasion of the Maharattas the last year, notwithstanding 
- » their distance, and the speedy approach of our forces, the zemindars and farm- 
ers had withheld their rents, and some of the Rajas had actually risen up in 2s 
rebellion, which circumstances are mentioned by Mr. Lawrell to have rendered is 
the state of the collections so precarious that he was glad to accept of an 
agreement from . Munneer O'Dowla to. rent the. whole country for the nett 
sum of 16 lacks. PRE eee vnm 
"po the refractory spirit of the people let it be added that the nearest 


ie ‘point of Allahabad lies at the distance of 180 miles measured in a straight line — , A 
ms , i E ife : Ss E y 
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Whe length of Corah and Allahabad with 
ch is in every part nearly 


attacks of the 


ents at Dinapore. 
i ntonments at Dinapo J te 
WP S RS uS is 150 miles, and their breadth, whic m 
ne jeu bnt 20. That they are annually exposed o t 
P 3 i Do w Hi; dn ni 
ialarattas, who have i 
xm ‘not likely to forego, and then let 
^ amount which those lands would yield to us on 
i Shei’ expenses. 
^ — probable amount of thei exp à; " i 
: U on the whole, whatever may be the General's opinion, I am convinced 
that the terms which I obtained from, the Vizier were fully adequate to the 
i real worth of the lands, all cireumstances considered. I will not pretend to say 
whether more might or might not have been extorted from him. ` It was not, 
without much pains and persuasion that I brought him to these terms.’ 
' Besides, I beg it may be remem 
with the obvious difficulties which would have 
of this territory 
ing to acquire it. up UMS T» DA : 
© 8rd.—1 cannot avoid complaining of à want of candor in the assertion thàt 
. had I persevered in the demand of the Gauzipore lands, i& is probable I- might 


an.ancient claim to the possessi EAR 
‘a calculation be formed of the probable 


a medium of fen years, with the 


* 


attended our retaining possession 


havé obtai ) : Dos n : 
The General may well remember that he himself informed me of the extreme 


reluctance which the Vizier had to yield up the smallest part of that country. 


m 


. wholly fixed on the means of relieving the distresses of the Company by.an 
acquisition of ready money rather than of embarrassing them by an extension 
of possession which, in the.case supposed by the:General, would not have ‘been 
an equivalent, since the whole zemindary pays to the Vizier no more than- 
22%} lacks under qur guarantee, and that part of it which the General refers 

- to composes but about one-third of it, from. which we could in justice. claim 

- no more than the proportional rent, that is seven or eight lacks. ae 


acquisition of Coral and Allahabad will increasé the Vizier's dependence on the 
Company. I have often-heard of the treacherous designs of the Vizier, and the 
danger of allowing him to possess either wealth or power, but I never heard 
this opinion well supported. On the contrary, I conceive that he would be a: 


1 


prevails of curbing him in every improvement, we not Only deprive ourselves 


. instead of relieving him. The additional revenue and security whi izi 

Er in addi urity which the Vizier 
would have acquired by the reduction of the Rohillas had, I aan a- a Gee 
able share in the reasons which induced me to conse : db 
although the stipulations which ‘ere proposed for t 


doubtedly the first consideration. I presume th fe Company Were un~ 


at the General himself, when he 


: would have been an accumulation of wealth, power, ai 
and a far more important one than the ES of UN and Allahabad. : 
Eo ee Ce respecting the treatment of the: Vizier, nom sup- 
ported y D p ee „the Hon ble Court ‘of Directors, which is Sone 
| apl oin ir of eir commands, and pointedly expressed in the followii 4 
A as grap 3 s ee etter of 30th June 1769, which, though’ aHlud; n. 
; ai su bject, evidently marks both their opinion and that of th E 
ler period of the little danger which we have to apprehend d 
> g P T : e 


i NS 


* of-the Vizier. 


ion of Corah; which, they . 


Dered that the; Vizier was as well acquainted _ 


on behalf of the Company às I was with his motives for wish- 


ined an equivalent in them for.the exchange of Corah and- Allahabad. .. 


But I will plainly declare that territory was not my aim. My attention. was .. 


“4th —T have already declared my opinion—with my reason for it—that the . 


much more useful ally, if he had a greater degree: of both ; but-while the policy - 


of every benefit of his alliance, and make him a burthen to us, | I EM 

ot ) than : à S, but we aliena s 

his affections, and teach himr to abhor the hand which is held nm ond Pj 
arr a 3 


nt to that proposition, 


^ ' 4 first communicated the proposal, was aware that the reduction of the Rohillas ` 
country to the Vizier, - - 
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act committed on his part, manifestly showing his hostile intentions against 
us: ur that happened you were able enough to reduce him, and we could 
a He Mae e m the aggressors. Whereas, if a war should 
break out in consequence of this, and other aggravating circumstances attend- 
ing the deputation, the breach of friendship will be imputed to the Company.” 


Sth.—This being a mere speculative opinion unsupported by reasons, Í shall 
decline answering 1t, observing only that a stipulation for the continued pay- 
ment of one-half of the revenue (if the Vizier had agreed to it, which I am 
morally certain he would not) would have made it necessary to join our own 
officers with the Vizier’s in the management of the collections, and besides 
continual contests would have entailed upon us all the bad consequences, but 
in a greater degree, of an unconnected posséssion. s 

6th.—The renunciation of the tribute, which we cannot pay, and the grant 
of the sunnuds for Bengal, which we do not want, cannot in propriety be termed 
equal advantages with a positive payment of 50 lacks in money, and the Vizier's 
engagement to bear the whole expense of our troops when they shall be em- 
ployed by him, Besides, I know not by what right the King could give, or the 
Company take, from the Nawab the little share which he pos js of the - 
soubahship, and which he holds by treaty. But the General adds, that **it is 
now more than probable we shall soon see those sunnuds in the hands of other 
nations ”—and what will they avail them? It was not the want of the sunnuds 
of Shah Allum which defeated the long-eoncerted projects of ihe Due 
de Choiseul, nor will the possession of them quicken the designs of the Maba- 
rattas against us. ‘The sword which gave us the dominion of Bengal must be 
the instrument of its preservation, and if (which God forbid) it shall ever cease 
to be ours, the néxt proprietor will derive his right and possession from the 
same natural Charter. 

Opinions of what might have been done always have an advantage in the 
comparison with what has been done : any conjectures may be hazarded of the 
probable consequences of the former; no events can refute them. The latter 
are fixed to certain and unavoidable proofs. 1 feel the force of this inequality 
in the present argument with the General. I can only oppose my own. opi- 
nions fo his conjectures, which cannot overthrow them. The measures which 
T have adopted can at this time admit of no amendment, or variation, nor can 
any reasoning avert the effects which must follow them; although it will 
always be easy to infer every disappointment and every ill-consequence as 
the necessary deductions from them. The remainder of the General’s letter 
consists in a charge which respects the Board more immediately than myself. 
T shall beg leave, however, to reply to it. He complains that he was not in- 
cluded in the commission which the Board thought proper to intrust to my 
sole management; that he was never present at any of the conferences held 
between the Vizier and myself, excepting the last day, when everything had 
been concluded; and that the natives of Hindustan, influenced by these 
appearances, must view his consequence in: a lesser degree than any of his 
predecessors, whom they have been taught to look on with reverence and re- 
spect. his latter charge he afterwards repeats in terms which too strongly 
imply that his attendance at Benares was required for that purpose only. 

The charges are severe, but how far they are merited may best appear 
from a plain state of my conduct on the points to which they refer. 

Immediately on my arrival at Benares I acquainted the General very cir- 
cumstantially with the subject and.design of my commission. I shewed him 
my instructions, which he read with attention, and to the best.of my remem- 
brance expressed an approbation of every part, excepting that he mentioned a 
regret that some more notice had not been taken in it of himself. I expressed 
to him my wish to have the benefit of his assistance, and that he might know 
with what degree of cordiality he might in reason bestow it, I very frankly 
informed him, that as it appeared evident to me that the Vizier was hitherto 
very little acquainted with the regular powers of our constitution, and had 
placed no dependance on the Government itself, but made all applications to 
the commander of.the army, it was my intention to convince the. Vizier that, 


` in his concerns with the Company, his immediate dependance was on the 


Governor alone, and to establish a direct communication between him and 


13 a 


eee yee t 
Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


MESES 


*0 


intervention : at the same time T assured the General that I 
ace as due to him, and that it should be my study to 
power to his importance within that limitation. In 
re no other than sueh as were contained in the sub- 


myself without any 

considered the second pl 

add as much as was in my 

other points my views we 

a stauce of my instructions. 

T can truly declare that my whole subsequent conduct was con E 
this declaration. I ean indeed offer but one proof of it, to which the Geneva 
himself will bear evidence, in the information which he received from the 
Vizier of my desire, as E had before expressed it to him, that the General might 
he prevailed on to take the command of the army, m case the projected expedi- 
tion against the Rohillas should take place. det 
With respect to his not participating in the conferences with the Vizier, a 

thousand obvious causes forbad it. The very purpose to which I have just 
alluded would have made the presence of the military commander a circum- 
stance equally of restraint and indelicacy. ‘The commission which I had 
undertaken required speedy despatch; the very essence of it was the power ol 
instant decision. Both these purposes would have been frustrated by the 
General's intervention. "The conversation must have been broken by the inter- 
pretation of every word that was said on both sides for the General's informa- 
tion, His opinion must have been consulted on every new point that arose 
out of the debate, and arguments discussed on both sides till we should concur 
in the same determination, while the Vizier was to sit patiently and wait the 
issue of our discussions, or catch the difference of our sentiments, and apply it, 
as he easily might, to his own advantage. Who too should be the interpreter 
between us? I could not; a fourth person therefore must have been admitted 
to the conference to act in that capacity. The other Members of the Board 
must of course have been called in, or they would have had real cause to be 
offended ; and if the Nawab had thought it necessary to support his part of the 
negociation with an equal weight of numbers, our business would have been 
determined by a diet instead of a conference, and most probably concluded 
P. nothing decided, or by compulsion, instead of a free and amicable accommo- 
dation. 


The instances quoted by the General were not applicable to the circum- 
stances of my commission. ‘There might have been no impropriety in the junc- 
tion of General Carnac with Lord Clive. They stood in a different predicament 
together : their views, their way of thinking, their objects were the same. 
d Each equally stood in need of an interpreter ; nor did the case then subsist of 
M a difference of interest between the Government and the military authority. 
General Smith was joined in the deputation of 1768 because his rank entitled 
him to it. Their business was simple, to be effected by command, and not by 
persuasion, and might (I will presume to affirm) have been concluded full as 
well by the General alone as by the joint powers of a Committee. In a word 
the Board, in the two commissions above mentioned, thought proper to compose 
them of more than one person. ‘The Board chose to delegate the trust reposed 
in me to myself singly. Ihave every reason to be convinced that the effect 
nS e to their intention ; and so well assured was I of the necessity of 

3 us AER dad of the charge, that I would not have undertaken it 


as consistent with 


It will be recollected that the various points referred to m 2 

were none of them fixed to any DE ons but the aene acd 

wishes of the Board, and the political principles of the Court of sisse. 
given me at large for my guidance. "Phe spirit of these last is stronely re is 
nant to the imperious manner in which the Vizier has been too often uo ted 
i our Government, and enjoins a style of persuasion in the place ak cone 
nd. Every circumstance of the negociation required that it should be 
ue by that familiar and confidential intercourse which can take lace 
only | etween two persons unembarrassed by interruption, and SIC EN 
erve wh h always attends a conversation held hepwcen m unn 
Many witnesses. Fortunately, too, the habit which I had acquired of 


a very clean and easy elocution 
Cean asy ; and an uncommonly quick 
reat]: facilitated this mode of communication, and EE only 


e 


e Hindustan language, though imperfect, yet aided on the part of. 
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forwarded the conclusion of our debates, but, T am persuaded, left him much 
better pleased with what had passed than if it had been couveyed to him 
through the doubtful channel of an interpreter. 

I will only add my regret that the General should have suffered his feel- 
ings on this occasion to hurry him into expressions of too personal resent- 
ment whieh I think his natural moderation would have led him to avoid had 
he allowed himself time for cool and deliberate reflection. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 


Secret, Dept., Fort William, the 26th November 1719. 
Friday evening. AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT : 


(ung ITOs’ BLE Warren HASTINGS, President. 
- BRIGADIER GENERAL SIR ROBERT Barker, 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
P. M. DacnEs, Esq. 
James LawRELL, Esq. 
ligxny GoopwiN, Esq. 
Joux Grana, Esq. 
Guo. VANSITTART, Esq. 
The book of standing orders upon the table. 
Read and approved the consultation of the 22ud instant. 


The President, in consequence of a reference from the Select Committee, lays before the 
Board the Proceedings of that Committee on the 19th and 22nd instant as follows :— 
Jietracls from the Select Committee Proceedings of the 19th November 1773. 
The President lays before the Committee the following intelligence which 
he has received from the westward :— 
«On the 13th of the month of Sawban, the Nawab Nujiff Cawn Bahadur 
by the blessing of God and the King’s auspices was victorious, and Nawab Sing, 
the Jaut, was defeated and fled td the part of Dhyge. Thousands of men were 
killed and wounded on both sides, and many of the tents and horses of Nawab 
Sing, the Jaut, with other valuable effects, have fallen into the hands of the 
royal troops. The Nawab Nujiff Cawn Bahadur has obtained a very great 
victory.” 
The President lays before the Committee the following letters received 
from the Vizier :— 
From THE NAWAB Suv3A-vr-Dowza. 
Received 23rd of October 1773. 


By the papers of intelligence I learn that Narrain Row Sirdar of the 
Deccan has been assassinated by the order of Rogonat Row, who, I look upon 
it for certain, will succeed him in the Government. Copy of a paper contain- 
ing this intelligence I enclose for your perusal. E! have now determined to 
take possession of the country m the Duabe, which fermerly belonged to the : n 
Rohillas amd is now possess? by the Mharattas. or this purpose I shall i 
shortly despatch my army thither, and shall also follow myself. Should I, there- _ e 
fore, have occasion for the assistance of the English forces to carry on my z 
operations in that country, I desire to know what is your pleasure,—whether 
vou will let me have those forces when I shall call for them, or you will not? 
Tf it be agreeable to you to supply me with them, 1t will be best and most 
proper, and signify the same to me, that I may immediately begin considering 
upon and forming my plan of operations. Let me have your answer fully and 
to this, that I may take my measures accordingly. 


particularly 
A true translation. i 

WILLIAM REDFEARN, 5 

Persian Translator. — ~ ~ 
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VAW A-UL- A. 
N qug NAWAB Suvya-UL- Dow! : wee 
veio Received 18th November 17 78. 


ers, Which you may have received. 
nt ihat Hafiz Rhamut Cawn and other Sirdars have D ehe 
king possession of Ettawah and the rest of the country belonging to the 
CP NM T therefore write to inform you that if such is their intention, I 
Menut i tl it but shall undoubtedly undertake an expedition against 
will mot a nos m la 6 they have not made good a single daam of the 
them; 2 xa Ne RSS to their agreement, and in the next they are now 
zi DM Eee maion of another count ry. This I will never submit to, and 
am therefore determined to punish them. During our i Topu d p 
had some conversation on this subject, and it yes then a = on ne 
"should pay to the Company the sum of 40 Jacks of rupees x P: ue cpu nn 
of the Rohillas, and 2,10,000 rupees monthly on acca ve ic us tb D i- 
gade during my operations in ihe Rohilla country ; and that des d with He 
assistance of the English forces endeavour to punish and exterminate the 
Rohillas out of their country. If, therefore, these terms pe agreeable to you, 
T desire to know whether you will assist me with the English forces, or you will 
not, Lest you should want to discuss and settle this matter anew, I now send 
you a separate paper containing the points we before conferred upon, in order 
that you may come to a final determination concerning them ; for if you should 
write to me and want my answer much time will be lost. Should I have 
occasion to call for the assistance of the English forces on this expedition, 
whenever I dismiss them I will pay to the Company 40 lacks of rupees ready 
money on condition of the entire expulsion of the Rohillas, and : during the 
time of their service with me, the sum of R2,10,000 shall be paid to them 
monthly on account of their expenses. But one thing more I must mention to 
you, which is whenever you shall send me those troops, I hope that they may 
be commanded by General Barker, who is well acquainted with the affairs of 
this quarter, and especially with my negociations with the Rohillas. For this 
reason it is absolutely necessary that the General should then have the com- 
mand of those troops, which will afford me the greatest satisfaction. 

In the course of our interview at Benares I spoke to you about 10,000 
fire-arms, and you were pleased to say that you would give me an answer on 
that subject on your arrival in Calcutta. As there is no disunion between us, 
and the alliance between the Company and myself has become more firmly 
cemented than ever since our interview at Benares, insomuch that our armies, 
stores, and every thing else belonging to us are equally the property of 
both, and my house and yours are the same. I therefore applied to you for a 
place for my family, and you told me that if it was possible you would remove 
the fort of Calcutta and appropriate it to my use. If, therefore, you will supply 
me with 10,000 fire-arms, I shall consider them as equal to the fort of Calcutta. 


T have before written you several lett 


I have now lear 


In short, your compliance in this application will afford me the greatest satis- 
faction, and be a means of perpetuating the friendship between us, from which 
T bave the greatest hopes. The money for the fire-arms shall be paid imme- 


- diately. I have paid the money according to my agreement to Mr. Lambert, 


of whieh I give you this information. - I have already acquai i 

c | yo s lon. ady acquainted you with m 
intentions of making a journey to Corah; but as Lalways take medicines at this 
season of the year, I have delayed it longer than I intended on that account. 
However, I shall now set out Immediately, and therefore it is necessary that you 


favor me with an answer to these matters without delay. They are of the 


greatest importance, and I shall wish to hear from you concerning them with 


the greatest impatience. Let your answer be sent with the utmost expedition. 


bs id c3 On a separate paper. 
—n condition of the entire expulsion of the Rohillas, I will 
Company the sum of 40 Jacks of rupees in ready money loner I Ens d 


charge the English troops, and until the expulsion of the Rohillas shall be 


. effected, I will pay the ex ; of aee : ! 
the sum of 22,10,00 a the English troops—that is to say, T will pay 


TRU A true translation. 
WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
Persian Translator. 
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Trom the advices now before the Committee, it appears absolutely 
necessary that some immediate resolutions should be taken with respect to the 
requisition made by the Vizier, as well as for guarding against those attempts 
and changes which the absence of the Maharatttas may give rise to in the 
Duabe, or tract of country lying between the River Ganges and Jumna. And 
the Committee having maturely deliberated on the measures proper to be 
adopted; are unanimously agreed in the following opinions and resolutions. 


That should the Vizier persist in his intentions with respect to the Rohilla 
country, and determine to prosecute the enterprise with steadiness to a conclu- 
sion, this Government, considering the strict alliance and engagements which 
subsist between the Company and Shujah Dowla, and particularly what passed 
between the Vizier and the President at the conference at Benares, cannot on 
this occasion refuse him support and assistance ; that the terms proposed by the 
Vizier appear highly advantageous to the Company, not only on account of the 
sum which is ultimately stipulated as a consideration for this service, but by- 
immediately relieving them from the heavy expense of a large part of their 
army. Provided, therefore, full assurance and security can be obtained of the 
Vizier's intention and ability to make good the many payments which will in 
this event be due to the Company. 

Resolved that the 2nd Brigade now quartered at Dinapore be ordered 
to march on the Vizier's requisition, and to prevent delay— 


Agreed that orders for this purpose be lodged with the Chief at Patna, to 
be issued by him on the receipt of the Vizier’s requisition for the march of our 
troops on the terms above specified, and in the mean time that every prepara- 
tion be made for putting the 2nd Brigade in readiness to take the field on the 
shortest notice. i 


Agreed in consequence that the following letter be written to the Chief at Patna :— 


To Tuowas Lane, Esq., Chief at Patna. 


Sir,—The President has desired the Vizier to address himself to you in 


case he should require the assistance of the 2nd Brigade. On receiving from 


him such a requisition, you will be pleased to forward the enclosed letter to 
the Officer Commanding the Brigade at Dinapore, which you will retain in 


your hands till then. 
We are, &e., &c. 


Tort WILLIAM; 

The 19th November 1773. 
Pee 
Agreed that the following orders to the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade be en- 
closed in the letter to the Chief at Patna :— 
To Linut.-COLoNsL fTorrixGuaM, Commandi 

Sin,— You are heveby directed, as soon as you conveniently can after the 
receipt of this order, to take the field with the 2nd Brigade, to march with it 
into the territories of the Nawab Sujah Dowla, and to join him in whatever 
part of his territories he may be or may require your presence. 


ng the 2nd Brigade at Dinapore. 


We are, &c., Ke. 


Fort WILLIAM; 
The 19th November 1778. 


ihe President be requested to prepare an answer to the Vizier’s letters im con’ 


Agreed that l 
formity to the above resolutions. 
^ 


TT 
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»epare letters fo the King and to the 


i requested also to p 
Agreed that the President ba. request: l also to 7 ir intentions with regard to the Duabe, 


Y oe 
I Chi i n im an explanation of ti 
Rohilla Chiefs, requiring from them an explanation of tin 


Proceedings of the Select 
Committee on. the Z2nd. Nov- 


AT a SELECT COMMITTEE, PRESENT: 
ewer x 
Tar Hon’ pee WARREN HASTINGS. 
BRIGADIER GENERAL SIR ROBERT BARKER. 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
P. M. Dacrus, Esq. > 

The President lays before the Committee the following draft of a letter to the Vizier, which 
he has prepared agreeable to the resolution of last meeting :— 2 dk 

To tam Vizier, —Some days ago I received your letter containing the 
intelligence of the death of Narain Row, the late Sirdar of the Deccan, and the 
suceession of Rogonaut Row to his Government; at the same time intimating 
your resolution to take possession of the country in the Duabe, which formerly 
belonged to the Rohillas, and is now possessed by the Maharattas, and desiring 
io know whether I will send the English forces in case you should have occa- 
sion to call for their assistance. 

* Tam since honoured with another letter from you to the following purport, 
viz., that you have learnt that Hafiz Rahamut Cawn and other Sirdars have 
intentions of taking possession of Ettawah and the rest of the country of 
Duabe belonging to the Mharattas, and that in such case you are resolved to 
carry into execution the plan, which was concerted between us at Benares, 
for their expulsion from the country lying to the north of yours, and desiring 
to know whether I will assist in the execution of this design, repeating the 
conditions formerly proposed with other particulars of importance which I 
clearly understand. : 

As-the subject of both the above letters are intimately connected and 
admit of only one and the same determination, I shall reply particularly to both 
in this address, 

With respect to the Duabe, you are the master to act in whatever manner 
you shall deem most fitting for the advancement or security of your own 
affairs. You know that you may always command the forces of the Company 
for the defence of your own dominions. If you should engage in à war beyond 
their borders, and should stand in need of assistance, I certainly cannot sit 
still and see your danger without endeavouring to relieve you, and for that 
reason I hope you will avoid an enterprise at this distance which you. cannot 
be well assured of performing with your own strength, as the commands of 
my superiors are, as I have repeatedly informed you, peremptory that I shall 
not suiler their arms to be carried beyond the line of their own boundaries 
and those of your Excellency their ally, although in one instance I have ven- 
tured to go beyond them. : ra 

Coneerning the country of the Rohillas, whatever was f ormerly proposed 
at Benares, that I am now equally ready to agree to—that is, the bricade 
which is now at Dinapore shall march, whenever you require it, to join you 
and proceed with you into ihe country of the Rohillas, which lies north of 
n Ras ARA assist you in the entire reduction of it; and your Excellency, 
n s ps will supply. them monthly with the stipulated sum of R2,10,000 
ES EH SAVOD SE and whenever the country shall be so far conquered, that 
22:4. remain 1n possession of it, although the enemy may lurk in the hill 
and jungles, or a few refractory zemindars, as is usual, may withh ld s P 
allegiance, and your Excelleney shall dismiss the nn: you will : ie 
eue pay 40 Me E: rupees to the Company as a conside Hie for En 

"^ 10 prevent future misunderstandine ; 2 WR ME 
dnd t further to add that if the po m aA m 

e abs CESSAT 4 Lal ayo S , 

“You will therefore rollt vite! ic eigen ml shall be (OU a 
2n ; a "Jer IU Y ` power to make the abov 

Payments punctually with others, which are alrcady due, and whether you cm 

the u lf you are not certain of 

points, I must request that you will suspend 

mg tilla more favourable tine. As I cannot 


resolve on going through with the taki 
accomplishing these necessary pu e aA 
the execution of your undertak 
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hazard or answer for the effects of the displeasure of the Company, my masters, 
if they shall find themselves involved in a fruitless war, or in an expense 
for the proseeution of it. But if you are satisfied of your ability to perform 
these conditions, and will engage to perform them, the brigade which is at 
Dinapore shall attend you on your requisition, and that there may he no 
delay, if you will signify your orders for the march of the brigade to Mr. 
Lane, the Chief of Patna, and will send a letter from him to me, containing 
your acquiescence in these conditions, in the terms of the form enclosed, he 
will cause the brigade to proceed to you immediately, being furnished with 
the proper orders from me to the commander of the forces for that purpose. 


I On the receipt of your first letter, I ordered all the detachments of the 
y. brigade of Dinapore to be assembled, and every preparation to be made to 
IP. enable it to take the field, and I hope it will be in readiness for that purpose 


whenever you may require it. 

Although in the enclosed form I have mentioned nothing of the mode in 
which the money for the expenses of the army is to be defrayed, I think it 
proper to observe that it would be highly expedient that a sure and effectual 
mode be previously formed for the regular payment of thearmy. This will 
prevent difficulties, and will be the subject of much ease to both you and 
myself, as the charges of the army must be regularly paid, or the most fatal ` 
consequences may attend the neglect of it, and I have not money to send with 
it. ; 

A true translation. 
WILLIAM REDFEARN, 
Persian Translator. 


Form of a letter to be written by the Vizier. 


Having summoned the brigade at Dinapore to my assistance, I now 
send you this declaration, that no subject of future doubt or discussion: con- 
cerning the terms and service on which it is to be employed may remain 
between us. That it is my resolution to employ the said brigade in. the reduc- 
tion of the country of the Rohillas, which lies between my borders, the River 
Ganges and the mountains, and T will not require them to pass these bound- 
aries. That besides the stipulated sum of 15 lacks of rupees, which will be 
due on the 19th of Jemadee-ul-sanee next, on account of the cession of Corah 
and Allahabad, I will pay month by month punctually the sum of 2,10,000 
rupees for the extra expenses of the brigade during the time of its service 
according to the terms of the late treaty concluded between us, and 40 lacks 
of rupees in ready money when this service shall be concluded—that is to say 
whenever I snall dismiss the said brigade, or one-half of it, whether the country . 
of the Rohillas shall bo conquered and established in my possession, or an act- 
commodation shall have taken place with them. 


u 


Some doubts having arisen concerning the regularity of the Committee's 
issuing the orders of the 19th instant of their sole authority— : 

Agreed that the Proceedings of that date, together with the above letter, be submitted to 
the Council at large. 

The President thinks it requisite to accompany this reference with a brief explanation of 
the nature of the measure proposed and of the motives which determined his opinion in the 
resolution of the Select Committee now before the Board in the fullowing Minute :— 

I have long considered the power of the Rohillas as dangerous to the 
Vizier, the only useful ally of the Company, and as such have wished to see it 
annihilated. We have till lately had a very imperfect knowledge of the 
Rohilla states, and consequently the advices transmitted to our Hon'ble Masters 
on that subject must-have been too defective for them to form an accurate judg- 
ment upon them. It is our duty to correct our information to them as we 
receive more lights, and I am inclined to believe that such information would 
induce them io adopt the system with respect to those powers which is now 
proposed. 

I must therefore declare that although the Howble Court of Directors = 
have been pleased to rank the Rohillas among the powers capable of opposing — 
m. E . 
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the Maharattas, T cannot regard them in that light. Un TD foo re- 
mote from that of tho Maharattas, and too much out of the line S eS 
sons of those people for them either to be able to oppose these with eflect, or 
; "ehe ^ à The Maharattas may occasionally 
to have much to appr hend from them. ‘The Ma [i ) NE 
attack them from the allurements of plunder only, but they can M us 
a systematic scheme of conquest over a country so distant and so dificult to 
hold. : j 
On the other hand, the Subadar of Oude must always be an object of 
jealousy and enmity to the Rohillas. His power is to be dreaded by them; 
and the situation of their country contiguous to his, and in a manner enclosed 
within the same natural boundaries, must make the possession of it always a 
desirable object with him, both for security and advantage. These are sources 
of enmity between them, which from the nature of things cannot fail of pro- 
ducing suitable effects, and it is more probable that we should soon see the 
Maharattas and Rohillas join in hostilities against the Vizier than that they 
should continue in war with one another. 5 
But let us next view the advantages which would result to the Vizier, the 
ally of the Company, and to the Company itself from his possession of that 
part of the Rohilla country which is the object of the expedition now proposed, 
Our ally would obtain by this acquisition a complete ‘compact state shut in 
effectually from foreign invasions by the Ganges, all the way from the frontiers 
M of Bahar to the mountains of ‘Thibet, while he would remain equally accessible 
to our forces from the above provinces either for hostilities or protection. It 
would give him wealth, of which we should partake, and give him security 
without any dangerous increase of power. I would undoubtedly, by bringing his 
frontier nearer to the Maharattas, to whom singly he would be no match, render 
him more dependent on us and cement the union more firmly between us. I 
E must further declare that I regard as none of the most inconsiderable benefits 
: to the Company from this measure, besides the 40 lacks held out to us, the 
EE easing them immediately of the burthen of one-third of their whole army, while 
at the same time it is employed usefully for their interests and conveniently for 
: keeping up its own discipline and practice in war. 
Aj With these reasons for the propriety of the expedition on general principles, 
T must confess I entertain some doubts as to its expediency at this time, aris- 


clamour, all its measures liable to be canvassed in Parliament, their charter 
drawing to a close, and his Majesty’s Ministers unquestionably ready to take 
advantage of every unfavourable circumstance in the negociation for its re- 
newal. In this situation there appears an unusual degree of responsibility 
annexed to such an undertaking. I would therefore recommend it to the serious 
consideration, and at the same time I think it my duty to declare that I find 
myself embarrassed in a peculiar manner in my decision from the circumstance 
of what passed between the Vizier and myself at Benares. The Board will recol- 
- lect that this very country was included in the line of defensive operations 
which they thought fit to adopt last year in support of the Vizier, andit is now 
necessary to acquaint them more fully that the Vizier at the interview did 
propose this expedition tome, and earnestly solicited my assistance. That I 
regarded this request as a lucky circumstance in the negociation; and availing 
myself of it as the means of purchasing the Vizier’s compliance in the other 
measure, which was the principal object of my commission, I consented to 
it, engaging to assist them in the enterprise on the conditions with which the 
Board are already acquainted. Afterwards, from a suspicion of his own abilit 
to spake good so many pecuniary engagements at once as those he had cane 
e det he proposal for suspending the Rohilla expedition, 
ree oi ths ace o Jb visa that the future payment 
M e cote Harg a s a d tine to E aeitance should. be 
an article of the new treaty, and it was f ES del Sm mE 5 5 ae 
Beran UE >a ` 5 reed that the stipulation f 
orah, which I had before raised with difficult Du Aho ioni 
adm nad b i $ fficulty to 45 lacks of rupees, shoul 
e A AU re aa erlin of his being exempted from the ee 
cuo tas ee See ite better enabled to fulfil his other pay- 
Dom cert he o- explain the motives which urged the Vizier to 
De: € liberty of relinquishing a point which he had appar- 


ing from the circumstances of the Company at home, exposed to popular: 
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ently so much at heart, and what I was not solicitous to pursue. ‘The detail 
would be tedious. ‘Lhe Gentlemen who were with me, and to whom I mace 
‘daily communication of the progress of the negociations, will remember that 
such was the issue of this part of them. .The expedition remained only suspended, 
and I gave him every reason to expect that whenever it could again be with 
prudence resumed, and he desired it, it should be undertaken. 

his is the predicament in which I now stand with the Vizier; and although, 
from a fear of his not being able to fulfil his part of the agreement, I wish to 
avoid engaging in the project at present, yet it appears to me that a direct 
refusal, after what passed, would have an unfriendly aspect, and might admit 
of the construction of artifice and insincerity in our dealings with him. 

Moved by the doubts which I have exposed to the Board and thus ham- 
pered by my situation with the Vizier, no better method occurred to me for 
frecing us from this dilemma than the letter which is now in reference before 
the Board. I have there expressed my consent -to the expedition in terms 
which, if he agrees to them, are most likely to secure the advantages hoped 
from it, but which are more likely to make him relinquish the design. I trust 
the Board will find it so guarded, both in the substance and expression, that the 
Vizier must necessarily feel himself engaged to perform every condition requir- 
ed of him with the most rigid punctuality at the hazard of forfeiting the Com- 
pany’s friendship or revolt against the terms imposed, upon him and drop all 
thoughts of prosecuting the design, and that I verily believe will be the issue of 
his correspondence. 

4 The Board, after due consideration of the matter in reference from the 
i Select Committee, and of the President’s representation, concur heartily in wish- 
ing to avoid the expedition proposed without entering into a discussion of the a 
propriety of such an enterprise on general principles ; the Board see in their - 
à ) . full force all the circumstances of doubt as to its present expediency which the 
President has so clearly set forth, and they are also sensible of the embarrass- 
ment which he lies under from what passed on the subject between him and 
| the Vizier at Benares They are equally solicitous to save the honour of the 
| Company and watch over its interests, and for that reason they approve of the 
| letter now.before them, which seems equally caleulated to save both. The 
i conditions, if ‘accepted, would undoubtedly secure the greatest possible advan- 
E ‘tages from such enterprise, but they appear to them more calculated to drive - 
i the Vizier into a refusal, which is what they trust in, as its most probable and 
almost infallible consequence, and which they wish for as the proper result of 
this proposition in the present circumstances of affairs. 


| 
| 
H 
| 
| 
1 
| 
i 


- The General begs to record his. sentiments on this occasion in the following words :— 


i : and Allahabad should have been restored to the King for such acquisitions to 
f the Company as are premised in his Minutes and letters to the Board on that 
| e subject, in which case the conquest of the Rohilla country for the Vizier 
| , became an object of our attention, because in this he would have accumulated 
| ' nothing more than was necessary to put him on a par with his neighbours, and 
L 


E. 
4 ‘The General has already given it/as his opinion that the Provinces of Coral 
| 


to enable him to vesist the hostilities of any force, united with the King 
against him, or what is the same thing—to have enabled him to pay for the » 
1 . assistance of the English forces when called to his aid. : But now that he is 
j | : in possession of Corah and Allahabad, I think it would be impolitical from the 
E same parity of reasoning to put him in possession also of the Rohilla country, 
unless the Company ean acquire by it the possession of those lands in the 

zemindari of Cheyt Singh lying to the south of the Ganges. 


E If the Vizier has the Rohilla country added to those, of Oude and the Ki 
i Provinces of Corah and Allahabad, he will be in possession of a revenue of E 
E. y nearly two crores and a half per annum, à sum that, in some , furure day, 
|. ' — might render an enterprising genius a very troublesome neighbour on the 
j north-west frontiers of. the Company's dominions ; and although we have no i 
b ar present occasion to suspect the sincerity of Sujah-ul-Dowla's attachment to dE 
| 


our interests, yet it must not be forgotten that he isan Hindustander, or that 


a successor might enter the Government with very different ideas and disposi- ——— 


j Wüns ; AE " 
; DNE CUBE EE S n 


The General agrees with the President ti 


become compact, ar jjeet t : eral si it wi 
become too padt and not suiciently open to invasion : it is'from the appre- , 
hension of invasion that cem t i 
es him that staunch ally we find him. 
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nat the Vizier's dominions would 
nd not subject to invasions ; but the General supposes it will 


ents the Vizier’s friendship with the English and 


sen the King to the possession of the Doab including the provin- 

Allahabad, it would then have become necessary to 
er, because the interests of thesé two potentates are separate 
» guard against the one by the suflicienéy of the other. It 
i i down to the Board: the proposal for 
hilla: districts on the north of the Ganges to the Vizier's domi- 
ense is exceedingly altered : one-half of the General's proposal 
we appear to be raising a particular power, at the expense 
and in defiance to royalty, for the transitory advantage of a 
ct, and by it to raise a power who, from ambitious views, or 
ntment, may hereafter, at a time when the Company’s affairs 


and 
Vizi 


barrassed, have strength to form foreign alliances to invade the 


"Company's possessions. 


e General is of opinion that it is the political interest of this Gov- 
ding to the present system, to instil into. the mind of the Vizier 


the necessity, and indeed propriety, of his studying the welfare and defence of 
his present possessions, without extending his ambition to conquests that may 
endanger his own tranquillity and that of the Company’s, his ally. He has 


already a suflic 


iency to secure himself from any sudden invasion, and we can dt 


all times prevent the fatal consequences of such an event when it is likely to 


take place, unl 


ess the Company are pleased to adopt the system’ of supporting 


the two great powers of Hindustan—the King and the Vizier—in opposition io 
the rest of the Empire, and in which case only the General thinks it would be 
necessary to strengthen the Vizier to render the interest of either dependent on 


our decision. 


. Secret Dept., 


Thursday. 


Resumed th 


stands recorded on consultation, the 4th September last. 
The President delivers the following Minute and subsidia 


As the letter addressed to the Board by the General; dated th 


ROBERT BARKER. 


Fort William, the 16th December 1773. 
AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT : 
Tae How'suz Warren HasrrNGs, President. 
BnrcaprER-GENERAL SIR ROBERT, BARKER. 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
P. M. Dacnzs, Esq. 
JAMES LAWRELL, Esq. 
Henry Goopwiw, Esq. 
Joun Granam, Esq. 
Gro. VANSITTART, Esq. 


e consideration of General Sir Robert Barker’s letter from Benares, which 
e 


ry papers on the subject. 
e 4th of Sep- 


President's Minute No.2, tember, and the observations enclosed in it contain many 


purposely deferred replying earlier to these papers, althou 


pplication, may be 
le army, I think it 


- 
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should be fully discussed and adjusted with the assistanee of Colonel Chapman, 

the second in command, who has been called to the presidency for that purpose, 

and is now present. What I shall urge may serve as introductory to the 
general subject ; and if my principles are just, may assist the decisions of the 
Boardupon it. 

The objections which are made by the General to the extension of the 
civil authority in the extremes enjoined by the Company relate to the abuse of 
that power, rather than to the power itself ; although it does not appear very 
evident how a division of the forces under the command of a Collector is more 
j likely to affect the military subordination than the like injudicious practice 
rh would prove under a military officer. The former from inexperience is indeed 

more likely to’ commit an error of this kind, but it is easy to be restrained by 

a positive order of Government. J have already described the line which accord- 

ing to my notions of military duty ouglit to be drawn between the civil and 

military authority in every gradation of it, in a letter whieh I wrote to 

Mr. Purling on the 7th: of March last, and which is recorded in consultation of 

the 3rd May; and in the instructions which I have since given to Colonel 

Cummings, who is now on service with the same gentleman, a copy of which I 

beg leave to annex tó this number. .I presume to suppose that the General 

will find nothing in either of these letters liable to material, if any, objection. 

God forbid that the like evils should exist under the present institution of the 

military corps as did prevail in the Purgunna Battalions. But I believe it 

may be easily proved that the instances of unmilitary behaviour to which the 

general has alluded, in the officers of the latter, did not arise from the con- 

: nivance of the Collectors, but from a defective authority to prevent it. The 
General complains that promotions to the command of sepoy battalions, 
removal of officers to different corps, and nominations to public offices have 


M. a been made without his authority ‘or advice. Before I examine the propriety of 
bs this practice, I think it necessary to acquit myself of the charge of having 
E o o introduced it. In every point of this kind I have studiously enquired what 


"E was the conduct of my predecessors, and to that I have implicitly adhered, 
where I saw no cause to depart from it. If Tam rightly informed, these appoint- 
ments have always been made by the Governor. The use that I have made | 
of this privilege is well known. T have neither employed it to gratify personal 
"| resentment, nor personal favour ; having made it a rule from which I have never 
| varied, but at the instances of the General himself, to promote every officer 
according to his rank in the service. ‘ 
The ‘commands of sepoy battalions have been given to Captains who were 
i every one of them almost unknown to me, while many whom I wished to have 
P had it in my power to serve, either on the score of private, regard, or powerful 
recommendations, have remained unprovided for. Let this power be taken out 
Í of my hands and given to the military commander, or to. any other, on the 
hu principle of applying it to the reward of merit, and T will venture to foretell 
| A that it will be applied to the purposes of partial supersessions. Those of my 
own family, or whose services I have most had occasions of employing, are * 
those whose merits come immediately within my view, and these too may be 
magnified by affection ; while the conduct and characters of others are remote 
M from my observation, or are often falsely transmitted to me through prejudiced 
informations. Such is the lot of power in every degree of it, and while I sup- 
idc pose it to be my own, Tam authorized in attributing it to every man pos- à 
sessed of it. 


i i For a proof of what J have asserted, I have added a complete list No. 2 of as 

E ; ' the promotions which have been made by my order to sepoy battalions, in ay: 

i which it will appear that I have made but two variations from the line of 
1 . — seniority, viz., in the appointment of Captain Edwards and Captain Bickerton. 

[| 2 ‘he former had already possession of the second battalion by the appointment 

a of Mr. Cartier, but was not in orders. From a just respect to the acts of my pre- 

4 decessor, I confirmed the promotion by a publie order of the 12th December, 


de x ied in No. 2, in which I took care to express that I did it in consequence of 7 Ae 
$ n EE appoiutment, that it might not be construed a deviation from the 
* rule. which 1 had prescribed to myself. - Captain Bickerton was junior to 


E. Captain Gwinnett when he had the command given to him of the 22nd 
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Battalion in preference to Captain Gwinnett on the 20th February moa I 
Barein uh PO iouett because of an objection made to him by the General, 
passed doi n aftér removed, I gave him the next vacancy of the second 
EE o tho 12th March, so that even this supersession, although it was 
pm. dit iun net of mine was but of fourteen days duration. lt is neces- 
EAS T. el d ld that I hive also passed. by the following officers who 
L M P t age to sepoy commands, viz Captains Martin, Roach, 
Boden. These also I set aside at the instance of the General. The fivst 
of nee has ‘ever been employed in the surveying p god is k AD 
although in general esteem as a brave and experienced oflicer and a ma 
strict honour, The other two are invalids. i Ë ; ^ 
Accompanying is an abstract No. 3 of the orders issued y me ince 1e 
Angel ts of May 1772, for the removal and posting of officers to 
Hear. byt of which it will appear that most of them were 
BU "RM : 3 an ils k place in the service, and when 
made at the time when a general promotion took plac e whe 
the General was in the Rohilla country, at the distance of forty days in the 
intercourse between him and the presidency. i 
Some appointments of the same. nature were made aa the ae s 
residence at Shahabad, and such as took place while he was at the presi ud 
B either had or were supposed by me to have had his concurrence, if not his 
E immediate recommendation. In the artillery corps I have ever left arrange- 
I wents of officers entirely to the commandant, I, believe with a.single exception. 


The General is long since acquainted with my wish to leave this part of the 
military detail to him, reserving to myself the right of exercising it in parti- 
cular cases, and where the commanding officer is too far distant to perform it 
himself. 


.In publie offices, and in staff employments, -I have paid no regard to 
seniority, but have generally complied with the recommendation of the com- 
manding officers of the corps. In instances which did not alfect their author- 
ity, I have yielded to the bias of inclination or of importunity, where I thought 
I could do it without injury or discouragement to the service. 


These instances amount in all to eleven appointments in the space of twenty 
months,including my own staff, and four Barrack masters recommended by me 
but appointed by the Board. : 


The General enumerates the instances in which the Board and the .Presi- 
dent, as he says by himself, have attempted to weaken his authority and deprive 
him of the means to execute the essentials of his trust. These instances are 
general, viz, lst, forming arrangements in the ármy; 2nd, encouragmg and 
deereasing the establishment; 3rd, posting officers ; 4th, nominating appoint- 
ments without requiring information from him of men deserving such promo- 
tion ; 5th, shewing disapprobation in publie orders at his having acted contrary 
to their intention; 6th, restricting him in public orders from giving leave of 
absence to those under his» command, excepting when he is on the spot ; 7th, 
ithout a reference to their superiors ; 8th, 
rsements in the Military Department are 
his control; and 9th, allowing, courts 
of Collectors. For these reasons he de- 
y a proper command, or to enferce dis- 
and that there is no occasion for the appointment of 


rvations, and to reduce them to formal articles. I find 
them to facts. I shall endeavour to do this, althouch 

regret that the General has left me this labour by an omis- . 
| upon me the hard necessity of searching for matters of 
self in order to justify myself upon them. « 


atter part of the second, and the third I suppose to 
of the 23 rd May 1772, which stand fully justified 

te ‘of the 17th August and 7th October, The, 
the third I have already acknowledged and 


| 
| 
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explained. I have -caused the hook of general orders to be searched, hut with- 
out elfect, to discover the instances alluded to in the first part of the second 
article in which the Board have increased the establishment. I am sure no 


: aet of mine has had that effect. 


à To the fourth article, so far as it regards the commands of sepoy battal- 
ions, I have replied above. I can make no other application of it. 

: The fifth alludes to the order of the 28th of March last, which was pub- 
lished by the Board, for the recal of Captain Harper from the Vizier’s Court. 
The Board has been already compelled to say too much on this subject, which 
will be found in the consultations of the 30th September, 1st October 1772, 
95th January, 28th January, 18th March, and 31st May, and in the Select 
Committee proceedings of the 7th January. I wish not to revive it. 

Sizlh.—The following is the order meant by this article. 
Fort’ William, 9th June 1773. 


« Commanding officers of brigades and detachments composing the army are 
not in future to permit’ officers under their command to proceed to the presi- 
dency on leave of absence or sickness without a report being first mace through 
them to the Governor and his approbation obtained, except by express permis-" 
sion from the General when he is on the spot.” . 

This order was intended to put a stop to the practice of officers running 
to the presidency to solicit indulgences. ‘The reservation expressed in if of a 
power in the General to dispense with the order by granting such permission 
when,he is on the spot was neither meant nor considered as a restriction, but 
rather as the diminution of a former restriction by which the commanding 
officer was bound indiscriminately with others, as I understand, and did at tbe 
time in which I published this order, that an. old order then subsisted forbid- 
ding any officer to come to the presideney without express leave from the Presi- 
dent. Indeed, it appears to me but reasonable that if the Governor is allowed 
to possess a separate authority in any instance, it should be allowed him within 
the limits of the place where he personally resides. Iam sorry that in this point 
I should have given offence to the General: I thought I afforded him a proof 
of my attention. . ' 3 

Seventh, —I cannot recollect the instances in which the Board have received 
addresses from officers without a reference to their superiors. 

There is an order extant of the 1st of June 1768, that whenever an officer 
thinks himself aggrieved he shall in an humble manner represent his case to 
the Board through the proper channel. I wish it had been explained what the 
proper channel was, but until this point shall be more clearly ascertaindd, I 
shall not consider the Board as liable to blame for admitting the natural appeals 
made immediately to the supreme authority, although for many reasons Ithink 
they should be made through the Commander-in-Chief, if not the commanders 
of the brigades. It seems reasonable that they should also be made to the 
Governor. lt is sulficiént on this head to observe that this has generally been 
the rule, and that instances have happened in which applications made imme- 
diately to the Boatd have been returned with orders that they should be first 
communicated to the General. 

Bighth.—\ have caused the book of orders to be examined narrowly: for the 
facts on which this charge is grounded. I can find none. If rests with the 
General to point them out, and prove that they tender the military disburse- 


‘ments absolutely independent of his control. 


Ninth.—1t courts-martial have been held by the appointment of the Col- 
lectors, I agree with the General in pronouncing it à great irregularity ; but I 
am certain that the Board has never authorized an act of this kind, nor to my 
recollection have T done it, although 1 might have been inexcusably led into 
the error by the want of a fixed rule for the appointment of general sepoy 
courts-martial. Tn that which I have followed, I have taken the advice of the 
Board, which was to appoint them by public orders, and the sentences have 
RR tted to me for confirmation. 


lways transmi id 
Las e but one remark to apply to all the preceding eharges, which is 


that the circumstances on "Ww 


E EE NEU ERE BET 


hich they are grounded should have been noticed lie 


Moi 


cab nen at SALT n E 


See 
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| | utili reserved t for general 
is of no utility to have reserved them for g 
when they 309 ann It is o 
indefini usions, DUE 
s BOR case T may have to conceive myself to have see ae F e Y zs 
: reflexions east upon me by the General, I mean only (i E 
pice ly. Had he on any occasion in which he judged tha ba i 
HM uh iio of his duty acquainted me with it, he would have found 
an 5 hear him with candour, and to repaiy my own MER cre. 
| di E hund to acknowledge my errors, because iom o ey. and 
pid succession of alfairs which occupy my attention, gare BS gang 
ar of recollection, and of course am more liable to pee s nn. on: re sgn 
in the service. But the duty of my station would hye M bee E ae 
to be made strictly accountable for every minute par US 
administration of the affairs of so extensive a province as i : C 
I have often wished that the line of duty were drawn m every o fe in 
the service. The following principles may point out the general means of as- 


iv r of the Council are or ought to be possessed of an absolute emel uk 
ay authority over every ollice and every se of pe Cor A 
‘ment. But in the detail of business and in the execution o ee aes hé i 
they have entrusted to others, they should impose upon themse 7 es the a eo 
avoiding to interfere, but on very, necessary occasions, of which they only can 
be the judges. : 

The powers of the Couneil devolve on the Governor during the intervals of 
the meeting of the Board, with: the same cautionary reserve in respect to t e 
detail and executive business, and with the exception of such matters as either 
by express rule, by usage, or by their evident importance, are only cognizable 
by the Board. à : ; 

If these principles are just, the Board may easily determine every question 
regarding the duties of the Governer in the M ilitary Department by applying it 
to them. Such points I leave to their fuller discussion, expressing only my 
wish to have them determined and a line drawn which may enable me to 

execute this part of my düty without doubts of the propriety of my own 
conduct and without exposing it to the censure of others. 


WARREN HASTINGS. 


Ordered that the papers which are delivered in by the President with the above be copied 
after this consultation. à : 


General Barker begs leave to reply in the following manner to the Governor’s Minute. 
General Barker having persued the President's answer to the observations 
pre ^ contained in his letter to the Board of the 4th Septem- 
The General's reply No. 3, ber, regrets much that the very short period of his 
l not admit of his replying so fully as the search into matters of 
ould require, and without which references he does not choose 
to enter into a discussion of the several charges and reflexions contained 
inst the justness of his observations. Nor can he pass over utterly 
noticed some of the passages contained in this Minute. He therefore 
constrained to observe in this particular that, notwithstanding the very 
h all | the plea of rewarding merit, and 
he has made on the Genéral’s recommendation of Captain Bicker- 
preference to Captain Gwinnett, and that his reasons for this were not 
on partiality, but from his regard to the service he neither consi- 
Gwinnett a proper officer to command Sepoys, nor did he esteem 
and he had not long before returned 
^ whilst other officers had been constantly 
the General supposes it is the undoubted and required 
er-in Chief to object to persons either unworthy or im- 
1a trust as the command of a battalion of sepoys. As to 
objection of detriment to that officer which the 
t the service and the Company would derive 

i g branch. > 


EC : merde S. 
certaining it in all cases where the limitation of it may be disputable, ‘Lhe col 


rE. 


x 


— EE 


Assess 


— 


‘which he has unfortunately, and to his great regret, been to 
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General Darker now assures the Board, upon the whole amount of the 
President's reply, that he has in no instance whatever im peded the service in 
consequence of any appointment of the President, or tlie Board, however they 
might have been repugnant to his opinion or inattentive £o his station, as he 
never admitted the smallest, comparison between the welfare of the service-in 
general and his own private feelings, reserving them for representation, in 


Baas o often reduced in 
the course of his command. 


R. BARKER. 


The other members of the Board remark that it was their intention to have replied to the 
General’s letter immediately on its receipt, but they were prevented by uot having before them 
a proper state of the facts which could only be furnished from the military books in the Presi- 
dent’s possession ; but as these are now fully detailed in the President's Minute, the Board think 
it ineumbent on them to record their sentiments also, and desire that the Minute which they 
will prepare may stand entered on this date. 

It is as follows :— ` 


The charges of the General being chiefly confined to the President's execu- 

The Board's Minute on the tion of the duties of his station as Governor, they have 
General's letter No. 4, most properly been replied to. by him. But when we 
see the conduct of our President apparently censured and the charge imputed 
to him of usurping the exercise of an authority which does not fall within his 
province, and which tends to injure the publie serviee by weakening the neces- 
sary powers of the commanding officer, the Honorable the Court of Directors 
will doubtless expect that we should record for their observation our testimony 
how far such charge can with justice be applied to the President's administra- 
tion, and how far the explanations he has given in answer are consonant with 
truth and the real rule of conduct which he has observed. We are concerned 
for the occasion which urges us to this necessity, but we should swerve from 
justice and a becoming support of our public character were we to be withheld 
by any considerations from giving the most ample testimony of the candour 
with which the President has stated facts in his answer to the General’s letter 
and Minute. It is unnecessary to descend to particulars, but we declare it our 
public opinion, grounded not on partiality, but observation, that his conduct in 
the exercise of his military command has been strictly regulated by the prin- 
ciples of equity and moderation, and in no instance has exceeded the usage of 


Jis predecessors. To this opinion some of us can even superadd the conviction 


of experience in the President's declining to comply with solicitations where 
they interfered with his prescribed maxim of adhering to sincerity, and in his 
divesting himself of the power of appointing cadets hitherto invariably 'exer- 
cised by his predecessors, to avoid burthening the establishment and loading the 
Company with additional expense. 


Whatever grounds the General may have had for animadverting on the 
use or abuse of the military authority exercised by the civil servants when it 
descends into the lower branches of the service, we cannot admit that such 
strictures ought, in any degree or instance, to be applied to the Governor of 
this Presidency, who is doubtless not nominally but actually the superior of 
both departments and invested by the Company with a particular share of re- 
sponsibility in the superintendence and regulation of that of the military; he 
has of course a right to exercise the powers of that station in their fullest 
extent, and should on all occasions be qualifjed to judge and determine on 
every military point which does not depend on a mere professional knowledge. 
With him and with the Board the sentiments of the commanding officer will 
ever be allowed the greatest weight in all affairs of a military nature, but we 
can never acquiesce in the unbounded right the General seems to lay claim to 
of recommending to all promotions and commands. To grant him such a right 
would in fact be investing him with the sole power of promotion and rendering 
him, as the General himself expresses it, the source of rewards as wellas punish- 
ment; for his recommendation must either be invariably and implicitly 
received or a constant scene of dispute and contention will ensue between him 
and the President, and him and the Board. If the construction is admitted, 


87 
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ha right would in short alter the pirena ion F D 
Id establish an imperium M imperio, and icu p ms 
be that such a power would be made no improper vea y 
next in succession to him, yet upon 
ed in pronom ing it to be of a ET 
s ue fering ol it ino tible with every maxim 0 rise and. 
tendency, and por SD vo whould always be acquainted with the 
sound is AA ours and a representation thereof cannot come from any 
m 5 SOUS tho commanding officer of the army, assisted by reports’! rom 
Ends of Brigades ; but this representation should Be En od = 
time to time for the Board's general information, not pA a pr r T aM a 
the purpose of supporting an immediate claim to à ed EN a d T 
or command. By this method the President and i w m à i d 
judge impartially of the merits of their officers, anc Ys ake ee HORDO E 
of rewarding them as far as the established rules of the Jere s zu i n t. 
This we conceive to have been the intention of the Court of Direc! ors in he. dem 
to Madras alluded to by the General, as 16 18 à mode pH nad ay ee 
a right of judgment and control in the breast of Cae eset ae anm d 
where it unquestionably ought to lodge, but where it will no ong Ls s * 
the commanding oflicer's recommendation is to be implicitly receivec d 1e 
immediate period of the re-occurrence of each vacant appointment and com- 


mand, 

We premised that the General's charges were chiefly confined to the Pre- 
sident’s conduct in the execution of the duties of his station of Governor. A 
few of them extend also’ to the conduct of the Board, to some of which, although 
the President bas already answered to each, we shall beg to offer a few words of 
reply. T . , 
On the first part of the second article. The President informs us that he 
has caused the book of general orders to be searched without effect, to discover 
the.acts by whieh the Board have increased the establishment. We will add 
that we feel a consciousness of the impossibility that we could have passed any 
such, at a time when we were exerting every endeavour to retrench the Com- 
pany’s expenses and bring them within the limits of the strictest economy. The 
only decrease in the establishment we are aware of having made withont the 
concurrence of the General is the reduction of the cavalry—a measure which was 
soon. after ordered by the Court of Directors themselves. ‘lhere are still many 
other branches of the establishment which we think will admit of reduction and 
retrenchment, especially as the provinces enjoy and are likely to enjoy a state. 
of profound tranquillity. 

It is with the greatest: reluctance that we revive the subject of the fifth 
article; but as the General has laid particular stress on it, as one which has 
weakened his authority in the eyes of the army, we find ourselves obliged to 
declare that it was an act of necessity to which we were impelled by the General’s 
own conduct; the particulars are recorded in consultation, the 18th March and 
31st May, which will shew that the Board did not proceed to such extremity, 
until they found their publie resolutions taken in the General's own presence, 
disregarded and superseded by his single order. We hesitate not to acknow- 
ledge we thought it was then time to cheek an authority which had attempted 
to absorb the power on which it depended. : A 


On the seventh article, we aeree with the President that under the unde- 


to grant him sue 


dency; ib won 
persuasion may sucha 
ihe General and the officers who are 
general principles we are surely justifi 


fined circumstances of the publie order with respect to receiving appeals from: 


officers who might deem themselves aggrieved, the Board could not be to blame 
for admitting those made immediately to their own tribunal; norcan we con- 
ceive a more proper channel of bringing them before them than that of 
our President; gt least, if it is determined to bé thought the more immediate 
province of the commanding oflicer and left to him, it should never be in his 
power to reject any appeal preferred to him, but he ought invariably to trans- 
mit it to the Board with his sentiments to assist their decision. ` 
d ela iB the appointment of courts-martial, the General says they 
Pa a ee y à special delegation from the authority of an Act of 
appoint) A i ps very well know to be the case in regard to the courts 
i e trial of the European troops; but we think itcan never apply 
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to the appointment of sepoy general courts-martial, as otherwise the present 

constitution of them must be totally altered, the persons who now sit as members 

of them not being subjects of Britain, but aliens and natives of Hindustan. 

The Governor, Commander-in-Chief, and commanding officers of Brigades are 

E all at present authorized by the gencral orders of 4th May 1770 to appoint 

` sepoy general courts-martial, and by such alone have the sepoys of the brigade 

corps been brought to trial. The courts-martial appointed by civil servants were 

only for the trial of the pergunnah sepoys—a corps which was expressly raised 

for the service of the collections, and so little considered as a part of the army 

4 as never to have made returns to the Commander-in-Chief until the government 

of Mr. Cartier. It is, however, highly proper that this point should now be 

precisely regulated, and the line of authority in general be drawn and estab- 

lished between the two departments to prevent and preclude all future prejudice 
to the publie service. 

We approve of the principles laid down by the President as the basis for 
this necessary work, and we apprehend the best mode of proceeding in it will 
be by forming a set of propositions which shall comprise all points of military 
service and duty and affixing solutions to each according to the sense of the 
Board. 
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; Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 13th January to-3rd 
: M A June 1774. Xý eR 
“Saturday. | © Fort William, the 13th January Y774. — ue à: 
VA EP hs ' AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: i 
The Hon'ble Warren Hasrrxos, President. 
WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. * p. 
JAMES LAWRELL, Esq. ^ — : ge , 
HENRY Goopnwiw, Esq. x 
Jouy Granam, Esq. "el M 
WirLIAx Lampert, Esq, j s 1 
GEORGE VANSITTART, Esq. 
Colonel Chapman and Mr. Daeres indisposed. 
Read and approved the Consultation of the 10th instant. yt 
The President lays before the Board the, following translation of a letter which .he has receiv-. 
ed from the Vizier Sujah Dowlah— ° f a i j 
belt onthe term aiad e From the:Nabob'Sujah ul Dowlah, the 10th January WIR, 
I have received your friendly letter informing me that the English brigade 
is either for the protection of my own dominions orto assist me in. my opera- 
tions against the Rohillas. Jt is known that the firmest union subsists 
between us, and I am certain that you will suffer the English forces to join 
me for the protection of my own dominions; but as the distance between us 
is now so great that much time will be taken'up in writing to you and receiv- 
ing your answer, for precaution sake, I request you will send a positive order 
to the Commander-in-Chief of the Forces at Patna to, march them to the 
frontiers of Oude or Corah (both which cóuntries now belong to me) whenever 
I shall require them. ‘At* present I have no’ occasion for them, and should: I 
{ à chance to call for them, I will not require their proceeding further than the — =) 
E ; . frontiers of Corah and Currah. I make*this request by way of precaution ` 
- . only, and to’ guard against future events. Whenever I shall write to, the 
| Commander-in-Chief at Patna for the troops, let them inimediately be sent; 
B. and it is becoming our union that you give orders accordingly, which will, 
n give me great satisfaction, My friend, I request this of you that I may be at 
EL ease-with respect to my own dominions, as well as to prevent future delays, 
| > ces otherwise I have at present no occasion for the troops. Hy 
$ : ; Agreed that advice be given of the above letter in our present advices to i 
li ` ate . t Y [ » Kg ER AA 
i i “the Court of Directors by the * Egmont.” `. i EA P 4 & 
| -. .' Monday. `> ^ Fort William, the 1th February 1774. 2 
; : ; so ^ AT a CONSULTATION, PRESENT: c xx '- 
b . The Hon’ble WARREN HASTINGS, President. 
i . « ÜoioxEL ALEXANDER -OHAMPION, Commander-in- Chief. 
A 001 0t] 007 07 WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. ` f "i 
! ibe JaMErs LawRELL, Esq. 
' Henry GOODWIN, Esq.. ; 
po — Jons GmAHAM, Esq —7, — 2 + 007 LE 
Jes. s . 0 7-0 7WinHaAM Lampert, Esq. — cee s 
“Messrs. Dacres and Vansittart at the Committee of Revenue. : : 


"Read aud approved the Consultation of the 10th instant, ‘The Secretary.lays before the Board 
the Draft of Instructions for-Cqlonel Champion prepared agreeably to the order of the 


8rd instant. 


P. u s Revised and completed the above instructions, and agreed upon writing 
| °°" «two letters to the Chief- and Council at Patna. ‘The first to be immediately . 


91 ae ; E L " s bye os "mw å RSN 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


US ` ` t S d si 
aes ` % A 


E 
a 


ee, and the other given in charge to Colonel Champion, 


‘snatched to-that pla c 
Sn : of his instructions. - 3 


4 x agreeably to the tenor ; à sa diss 
E Ordered that one.copy of these papers De referred Tor the d of 
E sol Champion imtmue- the Select Committee, and that they be also recorc ed 

lon J À > MIS a ; ; 

; tions anil 2 letters to Patna, in this department as follows ;— - A 


LI E 
1 $ . 
D To Colonel Alexander Champion, Gommander-in-Chief of the Forces under the Drceidenuge m 
; Ist.—Having thought proper, at the requisition of the Vizier, to grant him 
the assistance of one brigade of the Honourable Company 8 forces, and the 
.» + — troops being already on their march towards his dominions, D Um please to i 
"o0. + ropar with all convenient speed to take upon you their immediato, command Be d 

f = and although you are acquainted as a Member of the Administration with the 

motives and intentions of this expedition, we judge it necessary for your more 

* particular guidance in the general line of your, operations to give you the. 
* following instructions, trusting the particular conduct im the field to your 
. "military skill and eapacity. s DURT ig 

"(ou ` 9nd.—The express purpose for ‘which’ the: Vizier at this time ‘demanded 
our aid being the reduction of the Rohilla country, lying between the Ganges 
‘andthe mountains, you. are immediately -on"your arriyal in. his country :to 
acquaint him, that you are ready.to proceed on that. service, and require his fur- 
ther instructions. For the general stipulations in the case of -his requiring the 
: assistance of our forces, we refer you to the accompanying copy af a Treaty. 
Er. executed between dur President and the Vizier. at Benares in August last, and 
.* for the particular conditions on which we afford him our assistance in this 
om ." expedition to the translation of an addréss, from the latter on ‘his making the 
2 requisition of a brigade. — — 5 put ur CAE 
: ae 3rd.—As the Vizier appears completely occupied at present in his expedi- 
dion into the Do-auba for the recovery (in behalf of the King Shaw Allum) of 


the territory seized by. the Mahrattas, we imagine he will hardly find time 2e 
this season to attempt anything towards the conquest le meditates of. the : 
Rohilla country before described.’ We think it, however, necessary to sup- ' ‘ 
SEE -pose the possibility of such a service taking place in describing. the line of. your n 
Mir .' operations, which is to.be as follows :— r Í [SERES ie : 


4th—You are not to pass the boundary which divides the Province of 
Oude from the Rohilla country, except at the express requisition of tlie Vizier, 
and in that'ease you are to confine all your operations to that country, as above . 
Fr described, and-to the dominions of the ‘Vizier. ‘You are in no case, or on.àny 
Et . account whatever, to permit the troops, or any part of them, to, pass the river 
COME .Ganges‘from the Rohilla countiy, nor the boundaries of thé Vizier’s.dominions, i 
: comprehending his ancient possessións of Oude and the new acquisition of a 
Ver Corali and Allahabad. At any rate, whatever be. the particular service' which 
you are required to proceed upon, within the line of these instructions, you . " 
+ _ will use the necessary precaution to receive this requisition from the Vizier.in | 
e writing, to obviate futuré doubts'or disputes which^may arise upon.them. ' 
; o. MO EIOS ne arrival with the army, you shall find that the Vizier 
: ee rom p expedition into the Do-auba, or concerted his plan. 
a ES Loerie m ing his.intentions on the Rohilla- country, we think it 
a Bias well f D m you should, .as soon as possible, have an interview with 
i ; , AS well tor the purpose of concerting the operations in which our troops 
H are to be employed for his aid, as to Give" u er intr i es 
; the station which you now fill of our’ e o bin ia a | 
J of our Commander-in-Chief; but as such inter- ~ : 
| 
i 


t. 


Es. ae pareil. the limits of the possessions which were formerly- -` 
E a Behalé of the Te CENE and have been lately regained by the Vizier, in 
= petal ct ee = ae T me to f og ultcireention, and-be construed. 

3 ; a we ; ae is A Ee a a 

. ment,—a consequence whieh i wish 3m e ae would. sooo 

mend that you ‘advise him of your 


udiously to avoid,—we would recom- `` 


and proceed thither MA n eppreariy appoint a place for meeting him, 


E uu n and à guard sufficien 
pat A, "94 y - DER 


ier military force tha a retinue suitable to ~ 
t for your security, You will publicly. - . 


E 
PEINE 
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"declare that you go only to meet the, Vizier, and with no intention ‘of joining 


in any operations against the territories of which the Mahrattas had possessed . 


themselves ; and: as soon as you have settled with the Vizier the necessary 
plan for your operations, you will immediately return to the army. E 

6th.—The military, conduct of the expedition is entirely left with you; but 
as the regular payment of the troops is an -essential point, and will depend 
altogether upon the exactness of the Vizier, you will be particularly attentive to 
make proper applications to him for this purpose; but should He nezlect or 
evade to furnish the monthly subsidy, you will, in conjunction with the Resi- 
dent at hiş Court, sot before him in the strongest terms the impropriety of 
his conduct. — — ; : 


 7th.—If such instances should, contrary to our'expectations, prove ineffec- 
tual, and one month shall have elapsed beyond the period in which the pay- 
ment should have been made, we authorize and enjoin you to suspend your 


r operations and to return to Benares, there to wait our future orders, declaring - 


to the Vizier in the, name of the Board that, you consider this failure in his 


` engagements as equivalent to a dismission of the troops, and that you shall 


nalt at Bengres until the balance due, both of the subsidy and for such ' other 


cowditions as shall have been, performed, conformably to the tenor of his letter, 


in Consultation 8rd of February; shall have been fully discharged: 


8th.—You will perceive that the Vizier's payments are not to become due 
till tho. brigade shall have passed the borders. of his dominions. In the mean- 
time we have sent instructions to the Chief and Council at Patna to supply 


tlie paymaster with a sum sufficient for the pay and charges of the brigade to 
the end of this month, trusting to the punctuality of the Vizier for the future 


` supplies ; nevertheless, to guard against every possibility of distress which may 
pp $ S XR ) } y 


attend the troops from the want of money, we lierewith deliver to you a letter 
of credit-upon the Chief aid Council. at Patna for R2,50,000, to be used in ease 
of your having left the Vizier, and being then reduced to extreme necessity for 
eniploying it. i pe : rac 

9I. — Whenever the Vizier shail think it expedient to dismiss the troops, 


' you are to require such dismission in writing, and to proceed immediately to the 


H 


frontiers of our Provinces with all convenient expedition; but if he shall not 


have discharged the balanee. due ‘for the charges and other conditions -of this . 


‘expedition, you are to halt at Benares until the same, shall be.fully discharged, 
as.we have above directed, or until you shall be furnished with our orders for 


' your further conduct, according to the stipulations of thé agreement. 
^ 10th.—We recommend in the strongest manner that you cultivate a good 
understanding with the Vizier, and that you pay the stiictest- attention to the . 
behaviour arid ‘discipline of the troops, that no subject of complaint may arise, 
- on that head, either from himself, or from any people of the countries with 


whom we are not in, state of ‘hostilities. : 
_11th.—For the more convenient execution of military law and justice, 
we furnish you with a regular warrant for assembling courts-martial according 
to, Act’of Parliament. Se aan 9 sh cata: "E 
19th.—You will correspond regularly with the "Hononrable the President 
and Select Committee; and receiye their orders both as to your ‘political and 
military operations: -` F DE SUN. E s 


i Seg 20007 We are witlresteem; &e., &e. 


The 14th February 74. 1 5.5 
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E ` Monday : Fort William, the 21st February: 1774. : | 
i AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 1 
| Mhe ITón'ble WARREN Tasvines, President. 
M : A . D f 
| [AMP op -in- Chief. i 
COLONEL ALEXANDER Cuamrron, Commander-in e f. | 
E: i WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. f 
| P. M. Dacres, Esq. 
“James LawngLL, Esq. 
 Hxxny Goopwiy, Esq. 
Joun GnanaM, Esq. 
t 3 Wuaram LAMBERT, Esq. ge rs Phe os 
P P Groner Vansrrrart, Esq. s 
Read and apptoved the Consultation of the 17th instant. ~ The Comuia nder-in- Chief delivers | 
Ut the following address to the Board, which is read :— . l 
` ^ Colondl Champion requests w To the Hon’ble Warren Hastings, President and Governor, &e., | 
„be allowed superior rank. Council of Fort William. : ‘ | 
oe Tlon’BLE SIR AND. GENTLEMEN,—In consequence of your resolution of the | 


e method to expedite my-journey to the Camp 


3rd instant, I took-every possibl ) 
received your instructions. am 


of our ally Sujoh ul Dowla, and, having now 
ready to take my departure. . : 
The second brigade has marched from , Dinapore, and will continue their . 
route with all proper expedition... I hope to overtake them by the time they 
can arrive at Benares, and I shall, agreeably to your directions, without loss of 
` time, consult with the Vizier on the measures to be'pursued, of which and tbe ~. 
operations im the.field the administration may expect as regular advice as : | : | 
circumstances can admit. ' NC Mr, 
. Since I had the honour of being called to a seat amongst you, I have con- 
. sidered it a duty to give constant attendance to your frequent meetings; and ' E | 
being fully sensible how extremely necessary, in the present situation of. the 
Company’s affairs, retrenchments of expenses had become, I joined in your 
endeavours to bring them within the bounds of economy ; and though the remote - 
distance to which the more immediate duties'of my station now call me from 
the Presidency must deny me to’attend your further deliberations, yet you may 
is -rest assured, Gentlemen, that so far as falls. within my province I will strictly 
E. enforce thé due execütion of such measures as you-may from time to time 
: s . adopt for the publie good, and the same zeal for the interest of ' our employers 
ue will make me a]so happy to receive such communication of their commands as 
you may think proper to give, more especially such as.may regard the depart- ` 
ment which I have the honour-to superintend. S : 
p I should now, Gentlemen, ‘take my leave, but that I think I cannot more 
seasonably introduce to your consideration a circumstanee, which. I must, con- - 
| a Eo is the cause of some mortification to me as Commander-in-Chief, and 
m i gives me also concern as a Member of: the Administration—I mean tlie differ- 
ence of rank with which.Sir Robert Barker held the command of the Army 


EU. e ` and that with which it has«levolved to me. . . 
mo e I need not observe to you that itis'the policy of all: well-reculated. Gov- ; 
‘era ernments to support the UN of the Ene of their armies, and to invest D 
E. them with degrees of rank and honour which. serve at once to render them 
E j respectable to their ‘own troops, and to raise them in the'opinions of -other 
CR REN iie by these publie testimonies of confidence and approbation. . Agreeably to 
: E Su dud was well said in the general letter from thé Honourable Court of . . i 
: dete Hh November 1768, “that they esteemed it necessary that the E 
X oum eee on your establishment should hold a rank ‘superior to a | 
e isla n cer therein, and that they therefore conferred on the then-com- "RN 
sch ES ie tank of Brigadier General. - An officer deemed equal to the 2 
Wc o, i punidable an army às the Honourable Company's may, without 
an a oe tf concluded worthy of a rank which in, other services is i 
Pay S who.do not command a fourth of the number of troops; and . .. | 
: \ 
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will, in every view, be thought highly proper to raise yout Commander-in- 
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as all officers in the Company's service are provisional (their durationdepending ` 
merely on the pleasure of the supreme administration), it does not with great 
submission, occur why the rank of Brigadier Generat. should “not "immediately 
slevolve with the command; for supposing the Court of Directers should not å 

_ think the temporary commander fit for the important trust, and even "granting 

it possible, though very far from probable, that your Board, who best know the 
characters ofall the officers on this establishment, and who are therefore least 
liable to mistake their abilities, should confer the command on an unqualified 
one, yet it is not obvious that any additional ill-consequenee could ensue from :' 
his also holding the temporary rank of Brigadier General. 

: On the contrary, I submit to you, Gentlemen, whether the withholding from , 
the first officer a rank established in the service and hetd by his predecessors 

..will notin tlie opinion of the Native. Princes and of our own troops imply a 
distrust on the commander; whether it may not tend to lessen the respeét due - 
to hint; to depreciate his abilities, and awaken the neighbouring powers to acts © 
of boldness and hostility. "S uo » 

- l'eould urge much more on this subject ; but if these.considerations should 
strike you, Gentlemen, in the light they appear to me, I persuade myself it 


Chief to the rank of his predecessors, and that you will deem it more indispen- , 
sably necessary at this juncture, when he is on the eve of embarking on an 
. expedition of very considerable moment, the success of which it is well 
known to you, Gentlemen (who are Acquainted with the genius and constitution 
- of the Asiaties'and with their ideas of power), may be facilitated in pro- 
portion to the rank and importance which your, principal officer should carry E 
with him, and by that degree of consideration which he should appear to'hold . ; 
in the State. . : A es HIN Pa r 
`I am aware, Gentlemen, of the attention due to the sentiments lately 
expressed by.the Court of Directors relative to the rank’ of the Commander- 
in-Chief, and should be the last man to propose any deviation from their orders; — *'- 
but-could they have divined that our political interest and our connection ~ 
with Sujah ul Dowla should: have rendered: it indispensable or necessary to 
carry our forces to so great a distance into à foreign country, I am „persuaded 
thev would have directed their first officer to be elevated to the highest rank NE 
known in their service, as a measure which, in its effects, would tend to the E 
` acquirement of credit and reputation to, their arms, and would have ordered $ 
that he should.be supported in’ his authority and consequence so as best to 
convey to- the country Princes, the highest idea of the power and magnificence 


which the Company have arrived at, and whieh they sought to maintain in E 
the Empire. Bp ee Sos dee ree oa 
^ Such I am humbly confident would now be the injunctions of our . F 


vere it possible to give them immediate notice of the present - 
-gituation of their affairs in this country H and as their Administration here » 
must of necessity act discretionably: in circumstances such as the present, 5 À 
where the event could not be seen, and consequently could not be provided : 
for by the Court of Directors, I cannot give myself room to doubf. that they 
would clearly perceive the propriety and necessity: of departing in a small mE 
degree from their directions on this occasion, and ihat the measure of granting 
. a Brevet for the rank of Brigadier under the same provisional condition. 
tha& I hold my appointment to the command of the army, namely, until 
their pleasuré be known, would meet with their approbation: At the same 
‘time that their authority of confirmation is reserved, the juncture would in my 
humble opinion justify it. 24 on as : x ; 
And ME ,yoti Gentlemen, should; on the contrary, think that the measure 
which I have taken the liberty of suggesting cannot with propriety be adopted, be 5 
assured that I will not with the less alacrity exert myself for the public advan- u ME 
"tace, but patiently wait the pleasure of the Court of Directors, indulging my: QM 
self in the meantime, however, with the hope that what I have here advanced 
may induce these our Hon’ble Masters to make such provision on this head as a 
will tend to the future good of their service and prevent.the like discouragement # 


‘to succeeding commanding officers. T Em | 


18 F. D. aT UU E Xue 


Hon’ble Masters, v 


‘Hon'ble Masters, the rank and title of the Comm 
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That Fam ambitious enough to court rank T will mot eee Soe 
lows in the breast of every soldier ; bit this I ean assure you 01 à E Hs 3 A 
men, that the political interest of the Company and what I ane 1 re goml 
of the publie service have prompted me much more tọ this address | jan the. 
gratification of my own private desires. 
^ "With hearty wishes for süecess to youru 
ing the interests of the Company and ensuring to yourse 
tation, believe me with great esteem and respest, &e., &e. 


A. CHAMPION. 


urunremitted endeavours for promot- 
lves credit and repu- 


The 21st February 1774. 


en 


truth of the argument urged by the Commander- 
pinion that upen the principle laid down by our 
ander-in-Chief, are essential 
to the support of his influence and authority ; nevertheless they think them- 
‘selves positively inferdieted by the Company's orders ol.the 10tlr of April 
1771 from granting the present Commander-in-Chief a. title or tank superior 
to what he now possesses. lhe Board therefore can only ‘refer this point 
to the IHon'ble the Court of Directors with their opinion for their consideration 


The Board admit of the 
"in-Chief, and are clearly of o 


and final orders upon if. Agreed that it be accordingly referred in the next , 


general letter. 
- Mhe Commander-in-Chief takes his leave of the Board on his departure to 
take the command of the army on its march to assist the Vizier. - 


« 


. Fort William, the 9th May 1774. 

Ar a CONSULTATION, PRESENT:. by 
The Hon'ble Warren Hastines, President. 
W3rLAM ALDERSEY, Esq. s 
P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

JAMES XLAwRELL, Esq, 

JoHN Grauam, Esq. 

GEORGE VANSITTART, Esq. 

NICHOLAS GRUEBER, Esq. 

RET _ Mz. Goonwry, indisposed. ^ .. 


Monday. 


‘The President lays before the Board the following copy of a; letter and enclosures addressed 


, to the Select Committee which is just arrived from the Commander-in-Chief:— ` 


Colonel Champion's account ` To the Hon’! Tarr Hashines reside s 
of the vietory Ls the Rolillas, of the Select Coe E PR ae CORN 
x s Eum n a letter of the 22nd to the President, I gave a full account 

e progress of the'army from the 19th, the success of. the feint made usé of 


a 


to draw the Rohillas out of their post, behind’ Cuttera, with my resolution of 


taking the advantage of their movement, and yesterday Thad the inexpressible” : 


satisfaction of transmitting a short note to the Governor with the news of the 


vietory, of which I am now to give tlie particulars. 
About 3 o'clock in the morning the brigade, with five battalions of the. 


. Vizier's regulars and the Najib Fultan,. consisting of about. 4,000 matchlock 


men, began to.cross to the westward side of the Gurra River, and, With much 


erseverauce, dragged t tiller: : : 
il agged the S tillery over a brohd-and heavy sand to the opposite 


. The armies marched in three, columns. towards the Babul pills, saab l 


intentions i i : 
: to have it on our right flank when we should engage: we had 


I eee E miles when our scouting horsemen brought’ notice that 
me of the enemy’s cavalry, nor had we advanced half a 


coss more when I c : 4 CE Pao 
bo RAM s could see their colours and very little further before their 


E ci e E 
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My intelligence proved very. good, for. I soon afterwards clearly- observed « - 
that we were upon the enemy’s left flank, within .1,200 yards of Which on a 
rising ground which had hitherto obstructed our view was a village and tope 
which I ordered to be immediately occupied by part of the leit column of 
the matchlock men. This was a post of great importance, nnd it was a great 
oversight of the enemy not to have possessed themselves of it, as we might 


‘have paid very dear for dislodging of. them. - 


, Having led the line about 200 yards beyond this village, we filed off to the meo 
right towards the nwlah by sub-divisions ; and now (about 8 o'clock) the enemy’s * 
artillery opened upon us. "Thé compliment was returned by two guns which I 
liad placed on an eminence to amuse them whilst our army was forming inorder ses 


of battle. 
A. The corps of eadets:and sepoy grenadiers led by Major Hannay and three 
ru © -battalions of the brigade sepoys composed the right wing, commanded by Lieu- 
| : tenant-Colonel Leslie, these and the European regiment soon gave a full front 
to the enemy, and whilst they gradually inclined to the right under a severe 
cannonade, returned the.salute with their guns. ak : 


tie s nali s 


“The three remaining battalions .of our own sepoys, under the command of 

. Major Eyres, composed a second line, and the two divisions of the Najib Pultan 

covered the flanks sfourarmy. Whilst we advanced slowly towards the enemy, 
the cannonade on both sides became very smart, and by degrees as the Nabob's - 

regulars, who had marched in the rear of our colunin,-came up, they dressed 

“with the European regiment and became the left wing in place òf the match- 

lock men, who inclined to the left to give them ground and cover their flank; 

but this wing was not completely formed till 9 o'clock. E 

Hafiz and his army, consisting of about 40,000, shewed great.bravery and í 
resolütion, annoying us with their artillery and rockets; they made repcated 
attempts to charge, but.our guns being so much better served than theirs, kept 
so constant aud galling a.fire that they coüld not advance, and when they were 
closest there was the greatest.slaughter: they gave proofs of a good sliare of 
military knowledge by showing inclinations ‘to force both our flanks at the 


same time, and endeavouring to call off our attention by a brisk fire on our centre. 
- They seemed particularly’ desirous to distress our right flank, and with 


2 x " 
" qu Mme TAS Lt 


eel ate 


oe 
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; ; that view brought: four guns and a large quantity of rockets from a consider- 
E -able distance to enfilade us, at the same time lining the nullah (which could , | 
| ‘not for some time be observed for long grass) with some of their troops, . MN 
a. in order to rush upon us should our right be thrown into confusion. : - M 
; Perceiving their intention, I directed a few shells to be played'upon them,” D 


whilst a battzlion from our right was ordered to dislodge the enemy from the - 
nullah. ‘The battalion sent on this service’ soon performed it, and -advanced 
'' go briskly after the enemy that, fearing lest. they should go too far, Lordered 


the battalion on the right of the second line to support them. 

eee Never was I more fully convinced of the utility of a second line than : 
: +" 17. on this occasion, for in the course of the day I found it necessary to send all 
"the three battalions which formed.it to cover the right flank. It is impossible 
' to describe a more obstinàte firmness of resolution than the enemy displayed : 
m -numerous were their gallant men who advanced and often pitched their colours. 
-d : -between both armies, in order to encourage their men to follow m oa it 
"i "was not: till they saw our whole army advancing: briskly to chair -t E a zs 
a severe cannonade of 2 hours 20. minutes, aud a smart fire of musketry for 


L some minutes on both flanks, that they fairly turned their backs. EE an lH 
Ph ali lien formed into separate columns, and with beat of drum E 
nui nine d.in glory through the Rob?lla camp. . * * dl 


: files playing the army passe la ; 
We ME ec on the after-game of the few horse the Nabob sent to the 


r was the enem ‘irrecoverably broke, than they pushed after 
A AE ies plunder du money, elephants, and camels, &e., &c., &c. "uH 
Their camp equipage (which was all standing, and proves et we came on - 
them by surprise) with-whatever effects they could not SENE fell a sacrifice e 
- to the ravages of the N abobs people, whilst the Company's troops in. regular : : 
- "order in their ranks most justly observed, “ We have the honour of the day and | 
"i these’ bandits the profit.”  . | See ae ae qe 
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the Vizier'any compliment on this occasion, or that 
T were not nyder the indispensable necessity dicont] us Nae a 
tion at his shameful pusilanimity — indispensable 1 say, e. i E à zT 
that the Administration. should clearly know how little to be depended uy 


js this their ally. = 1 
Phe night before the battle T | 
— exnnon which I thought" might próve ot 
" declined giving the use of them; and though 
sna was called in question by the forwar s of ne ; 
M" ane ait abandoning their posts, yet did the Vizier ugs me to 
am decline. the fight, and make another march on. the eastward side of the Gurra 
i i '« towards Pealybect: thus would he have.inspired. the enemy, whose numbers 
j wonld have been reinforced with near twelve thousand mem hastening under 
| different leaders to their aid. + elated te US 
However, when he found me determined, he promised solemnly to support 
E i me with all his force; and particularly engaged to be close at hand with a largé 
body of cavalry to be used as I shouldedirect ; but instead of being nigh me 
he remained beyond the Gurra, on the ground which L had left in the morning, 
surrounded by his eavalry and a corps train, of artillery, aid did not move 
from thence till the news of the enemy’s defeat: reached him. 
> To this breach of his faith was owing the danger which followed from the 
EU enemy's enfilading the right flank of your army, which might have been attend- 
j È “ed with consequences that I dread to think ef, but from the advantage derived . 
: from our second line. This, however, was not all; for if his cavalry had been up: 
. to have pressed upon the enemy in their flight, they must have made prodigious 
havock, might have totally disabled them from making head again, and ren- 
= dered any defence of Pealybeet absolutely impracticable, by thinning their num- 
bers and getting between the remainder of their sironghold:. ^ 
TUM I have been thus particular with regard to the Vizier's conduct that it may , 
ES be better known how to deal with him in future. : EE S 
Of the enemy above 2:000 fell in the field, and amongst them many sirdars ; 
* of your ariny little more than a hundred and nota single officer. Standards 
/ _ we have taken without number, and above fifty’ pieces of cannon, but what 
renders the victory most decisive is the death of Hafiz, Rahmut, who was killed 
whilst bravely rallying his people to battle: one of his sons was also killed, 
: one taken prisoner; a third returned from flight to-day and is inthe hands of 
je E Sujah. Mc! 2 1o z j 
i T cannot, Gentlemen, better convey to your minds the sense which I have 
- of the conduct of your army, on this occasion than by enclosing herewith a 
‘copy of my. return of thanks signified in the orders of this day, I have to 
P M pne jd uen wer most SERM to reward such distinguished 
g: 2 TORUM Bebo Tn 7 S D 1e case, w most earnestly recommend them 
NES POSS / e bounty and favour of Government. 
E MM m e e the Gentlemen who shówed subh alertness and 
x during. the ao a us zd a eee Das different bodies of the army 
Et DL Dleiterunts Ree Kop ain Allen Mer herson, Captain 
Eos Alesani M nauna iam Bruce, and Robert Raine, and Ensigns 
<3 er Murray, and that I am with much respect, &c., &c., 


2007 p wish T eonld pay 


applied to liim for some particular pieces of 
great service m action, but hè 
l the honour of the English 
d rasliness of the.enemy in challeng- 


E Cap on THE FIELDS or Si, GEORGE; |. A.CHAMPION.- i 
. The 24th April 1774: . M ro: ; 


a .P.S—I have the ho 
. Wounded, and missin 
George. . 


onour to enclose a general return of the killed, 
g of the several corps engaged at the Battle, of St. 


i * » "Extract of Orders, April the 28rd, 1174. 
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o ihe E ee is so entirely satisfied with the behaviour of- 
E y that words cannot sufficiently express his approbation. 
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. Me is.at a loss to.say whether ihe 'eheerful 
officers or the undaunted steadiness of the des soa tin a is 2A 
i ouem D m CA Gentlemen of his Corps, in the service of the 
rtillery, gave great satisfaction, as did the al B 
officers empluged in distributing orders. pa $3 di. 
: ` To the whole army the Commander-in-Chief gives ‘ite fullest measure- 
of his thanks, and will, with much pleasure, commend them to the Adminis- 
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Return of the enemy’s cannon brought into the Park Arliliery, 24th April pr. i 
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N.B.—Kight brass and iron'guns with the Grenadier Corps not incladed. E: i 


SAMUEL KILPATRICK, e. » EE 
Brigade Major. T | 
A. CHAMPION. 


—— 


Resolved that the following letter be written to-the Commander -in-Chief :— ; 


. To Colonel Alexander Champion, Commauder-in-Chief of the 


Sind to Colonel Cham- Forces under this Presidency. — . ; 


n. d ^ A PASNE TEY A EN = . 
i heey, Sire,—The President has communicated to us the particulars of the victory 
Es obtained by the troops under your command over the army of the Rohillas. — $ Nm 


We cannot on this occasion neglect expressing, as early as possible, the great 
satisfaction we'yeceived in the news, and tlie high sense we entertain of your 
abilities and conduct both in the operations which preceded and in the action : 

instance of the superiority of the Company's arms. - : 


| 
i . „itself. So decisive an 1 
‘ | " cannot fail of reviving in all its force the reputation they formerly aequired in 


Tndostan, and which ten years of peace had doubtless in some degree weakened - 
. in the minds of the Princes of the country. Weare happy to find your resolution. 
and military skill were so well seconded by the valour and ‘discipline. of the 
* troops, and while we desire you may receive personally the thanks of the Board 
E , for the signal service you have on this occasion performed, we request you may » 
in the like manner convey to the officers, soldiers, and sepoys under your com- : 
mand our sense of their behaviour and of our firm reliance on their courage and f - 


A ) discipline on every future occasion. : 
"We are also exceedingly happy to learn from the communications which - « D E 

' the President has made us that you have, in the whole course of the campaign, Sa 

mae . been so attentive to maintain the strictest order and discipline among the troops, 
lo and that you from the beginning opposed and at last obtained a stop to be 
"o2. put to the devastation of the Rohilla country by the army of the Vizier, a mis- 

5 ^. taken policy altogether incompatible with the design ‘of the war and repugnant 


|" „to humanity, and we have a sensible pleasure in testifying our entire approba- Es. 

tion of your conduct in this respect, Your preserving such steady order and * 3 
discipline on entering the Rohilla camp after victory equally merits our 

: applause, and it redounds greatly to the honour of our troops that they did not -| 


allow themselves on. this occasion to be hurried by bad examples into those - 
excesses which aro unw ch we trust will always 


eee 


orthy of regular soldiers, and whi 


"be the pride of our army to avoid. 3 
j A t y ETE Weare, &e., to S f us a 


* ‘Fort WILLIAM; 
The 9th May 1774. - 
(Ml e 


m 


^ 
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A EN. . Port William, the 23rd May 1774. 


AT A CONSULTATION, PresENT: 


The IIon'ble WARREN. HASTINGS, President. : 

P. M. Dacres, Esq. 

Janus LAWRELL, Esq. 

Hesry Goopwiy, Esq. 

Joux Grauam, Esq. 

Nrenonas GRUBER Esq. | 

ad p pv A Post tesa tke Commander-in-Chief in the following 
Colonel Champion. ene : i ; 


To the Hon?ble WARREN HASTINGS, ` President, §c., Council 
; of Fort William. 


GENTLEMEN,—In a letter of the 27th ultimo, I acquainted the Qno 
that the army would canton at this place during the ensuing rains. Unc 5 date 
the 2nd instant I'repeated the same information with this-addition, that pune 
requested the Nabob to point out wherein the army could further. Serve im 
before thé wet season ‘came on, he declared his opinion that nothing more 
should be undertaken, and signified his desire that I would canton the troops. 

I also told the President that the Vizier.is in full possession of all Nafiz: 
Ramit’s country: this'I mentioned from my own knowledge, and, upon the 
Nabob's authority, that he was also Master of Only and Bissonly belonging to 
the son of Dundy Cawn. t uera 

But this morning, after the ground for the cantonments had been pitched 


upon, his Excellency paid me a visit, ahd tò my great surprise, requested I - - 


would move on with and canton the army near Bissonly, 18 coss from hence; 
on the banks of the Yarwastadar River, alleging that he has not yet obtained 
absolute possession of Bissonly, in which he-says there is treasure to a very’ 
large amount. =, > jus" “SASN 

J immediately proposed to: detach a part of: the troops to put; him in pos- 
session of Bissonly, after which they could, in a few days, rejoin the army at 
this place; but I expressed. disinclination to canton the troops higher up the 
country than we now are., iS E . ] 

The reasons I offered were that all our ammunition and store boats with the 
contracfor’s arrack boats, &c., had been ordered up the Gamubry River in con- 
sequence of His Excellency’s express desire that we should canton near Birelly ; 
that their returning again down the Gambury and getting back into the Ganges 

-would take much time, and not only retard the supplies of ammunition, of 
which we are much in want on account of the great expense of the 23rd of 
April, but also subject the officers and soldiers:to great distress for want of ne- 
cessaries and liquors, which*are very essential to the preservation of their health.. 
in this country, where the quality of the watér is often pernicious ; that the 
Yarwalfadar is a river hardly known to us but by its name; that the place of 
its junetion with the Ganges, and how far it is navigable, is uncertain, nor can 
it be known how the inhabitants of the countries through which it rans might 
be disposed towards us; that supposing the boats were ordered to ‘continue 


their way up the Gambury River, or direct to return and proceed up the Ganges . 


till they came on a line with Bissonly, they would, in either case, be above* 
seventeen coss from tlic. place proposed for our cantonments, and it is not- 
. certain whether the road ‘to them would be passable in the rains; that we 
“could not afford large detachments for escorts, and that even.if we could, it 


would be to little purpose, unless we were at an absolute certainty as to the ` 


_Station we should occupy in the rains, witli regard to which Ilis Excéllency, 


might perhaps change his mind. again ; that our crossing and eantoning beyond .. 


ihe meee and Ramganga Rivers, which are very broad and rapid in the rains, © 
Us den our communication with the country.we have already conquered, 
and of course wfth the Nabob’s Provinces of Oude; Korah, and Allahabad, very 
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dificult; and that our supplies of provisions for the army would consequently 
be very precarious, since the Nabob confessedly depends chiefly on such as will 
be furnished from his own country. 

j Besides these reasons I had several others which were not for his ear, 
viz., that in case it should be the pleasure of the Administration, on any account, 
to recall their troops, or in the event that I should find it indispensably neces- 
sary to return down the country from a want of provisions, or on aceount of 
being in too great arrears of pay, the difficulty and danger of re-crossing the said 
two rivers would be obviated. É 

All I could say had not sufficient weight with his Excellency ; and as the 
power of control is entirely in his hands, I can only regret that he makes 
SO absolute and so improper an use of it; my chief motive, however, for giving 
so implicit acquiescence to his every request is to prevent the smallest pretence 
or excuse for not fulfilling the terms of his letter of requisition of aid, namely, 
the payment of 40 lakhs of rupees to the Company when he should be put in 
possession of the whole or half of the Rohilla country, or when an accommoda- 
tion should take place. 


NS Here I am most heartily to hope that it is clearly understood between you, 
Gentlemen, ard His Excellency what the half of the Rohilla country is; for 
otherwise much altercation may arise on this head., . : 

Many circumstances may perhaps concur to render it inexpedient for you 
to push the conquest of the Rohilla country. My letter to the Select Com- 
mittee of the 24th April, to which I beg leave to refer you, will pretty clearly 
show that there is considerable danger in trusting your troops with the Vizier: 
on actual service you must lay four account with sustaining the whole weight 
of the war; nay, it is worse, he will feed your commander with solemn promises: 
of support and yet disappoint him.. ; 

But supposing the Vizier as firm as could be wished, it is not improbable 
that a foreign enemy may, after the rains, reduce him to the mecessity of 
retiring to his own dominions in order to protect them from invasion; in this 
ease the Rohilla country will fall a prey to others; for he cannot both keep it 
and defend his own dominions, unless our Government give him another bri- 
gade, which perhaps they may not choose to do. 

Now I do not conceive that we are obliged to maintain him in possession of 
this new-acquisition, and if he shall be obliged to evacuate it before the 40 
lakhs are acknowledged due to the Company, he will most probably use every 
endeavour to evade payment, for I am sorry to confess that His Excellency is 


. apt to.cquivocate. 


It is said that Ahmet Cawn has given his country (which lies between 
Dundy'Cawn's) to the king, and indeed the treatment of the family of Hafiz will 
perfectly justify the other chiefs in every step they can take to avoid coming 
under the power of Sujah Dowlah. : 

Tt concerns me much to have your instructions, Gentlemen, how to act in 
case it proves true that Ahmet Cawn’s country is actually ceded to his Majesty, 
and I am to request you will ‘favour me with them as soon as possible. 

‘Whisperers tell me there was a previous agreement between Nizif Cawn» 


on the part of the King, and the Vizier for a partition of the Rohilla country: 


- and that Nizif Cawn (who we know is in the field and was on his way to join 


the Nabob till he heard of the defeat of Hafiz) is marching to possess himself 


of Zabidy Cawn’s country, which is the most remote of the Rohilla dominions. 
On the supposition of the truth of this news, and that the Nabob should on 


* account of the advantages he has gained by the force of our arms disown any, 


agreement with N izif Cawn, I would gladly have your directions. 7 
All that could possibly be effected before the rains is already done, except- 
ing to Bissonly, which, notwithstanding what the Nabob said this morning, I 
am well assured is occupied by part of his troops; when he told me there was 
immense treasure there I suspected he had disguised intentions, and my sus- 
picions have been greatly strengthened, since he was with me, by an information 
that the treasure which he pretends is at Bissonly is really in the place and 
town of Berelly, every avenue to which is shut up by his troops, m so much 


78 F. D. 
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` 


that a single inhabit 


e, and that his sole view in 


ant cannot get out of the plae : 
3 ` ht be known what riches he 


is no other than lest it mig 


move [ 
he may use to obtain them. 


place or the means 
the necessity of declaring, that I am greatly afraid 
family of the Nabob Hafiz Ramit, and to the inha- 
1 tion with him reproachful to us, 
which had heretofore prevailed 


requiring me to 
may find in the 

This much [am under 
tho Vizier's behaviour to. the 
hitants of his country, will render our connec! 
and tend to lessen that reputation of our justice 
in these countries. 
3 DW deum my instructions from your Boa rd, T have thought it proper 
fo submit these matters to your consideration, that you may do me the honour 


of signifying your pleasure concerning them. 
I remain with great respect, 


TIon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient servant, 
A. CHAMPION. 


Camp near Berelly, the 4th May 1774. 


—— 


hampion in the above letter, “that Aumed Cawn may 


Upon the case stated by Colonel C le l 
» the Board are of opinion that we ought still to support 


have given up his country to the King, 
the Vizier’s pretensions to that country— 

But in discussing this case a doubt having arisen concerning the propriety 
Resolved to oppose the of opposing the King, should he appear himself in person 
E Be im SS do assert his pretensions to any part of the Rohilla 

country within the prescribed line of our plan or of our 


Rohilla country, 

present military operations. / 

e rid The question is now put, how in that case we shall 
act, Resolved by the majority of the Board that we 


should oppose him. 
Messrs, Lawrell and Gra- Messrs. Lawrell and Graham are of opinion that we 
ham object. should not oppose him. 
The majority of the Board record the following reasons for the above re- 
solution. : 

, L— Because ibis well known that the king has no power of his own, but is 
entirely governed by those who have possession of his person or authority, 
being in effect the mere instrument to execute and sacretify their designs. This 
reason induced the Board to authorize General Sir Robert Barker last year to 
aet openly against the Marhattas, although they proposed to execute only the 
commands of the King, and brought him with them into the field to authorize 
their transactions. He is now in the hands of Mudgedo Dowla and Nejjif 
Cawn, the former of whom derives his influence from the possession of the 
King’s person, the latter from the command of his forces, but both are univers-. 
ally regarded as acting entirely from their own authority. The same -reasons 
therefore which would impel this Government to oppose the thing when he came 
against our ally the last year in person at the head of a Marhatta army equal- 


ly subsist for opposing him now should he lend the sanction to Nejjif Cawn or 


any other styling himself his servant. 


2.— Because if it is just and lawful to o ini ing i 

€ En ; and la ppose the Minister of the King in 
up Cr of his orders, it is equally so to oppose the King himself in the 
s X don of the same designs; this Government owes no allegiance to Shah 


Dm nune if it be established as a rulethat the King in person may com- 
vould o ea in such acts as we should oppose were he not present, it 
vendan dece allible means of inviting him to an interposition of his 
DU pA 2 n every measure which he should be*engaged in, and to.an 
that principle dis B possessions of our ally; nor could we consistently with 
the Vu NE A even his pretensions to the countries or plaċes which are 
argument to en pP Dey of the Company, if he chose to employ the same 
104 
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4.—Recause the admission of such a principle, hitherto unknown and un- 
practiced in any other part of the world, would at once annihilate the right which 
the Company have acquired by treaty to the sum stipulated for the cont uest of 
the Rohilla country. Since the Vizier might justly refuse to pev it, if 
— Commander-in-Chief should refuse to proceed in his operations in cane of tHe 
King’s joining the enemy 1n person, no provision having been made for such in 
event in our engagement with the Vizier, which on the part of the Com dy 
was expressly for the conquest of the Rohilla country. ju 


Messrs. Lawrell and Graham beg leave to record their objections to the Resolution as 
follows :— 


We are of opinion that we should not oppose the King, should heappear in 
the field in person to assert his pretensions to*any part of the Rohilla domi- 
nions, but leave it to the Vizier to satisfy his claim by negotiation ; to attack 
the King with our forces is to step further forth in the cause of the Vizier 
than we have reason to believe he would do in his own, for whatever opinion we 
may entertain of-the insufficiency of the King's title to the empire, or of the empti- 
ness of his character, the same sacred veneration which is by all nations paid to 
Majesty is observed towards him by the subject of Hindustan. The principles 
and tenets of their religion influence them in general to this attachment and 
allegiance, and the Vizier has in particular a powerful motive in policy for his 
personal attachment, for he can never attempt to depreciate the title or 
character of the King (which nothing can testify more strongly than his appear- 
ing in arms against him) without virtually lessening his own dignity and re- 
pievation'as his Vizier—a circumstance which we apprehend would neither suit 
wth his private pride nor his public ambition. We are’firmly of opinion there- 
f "that the Vizier would not himself draw his sword in anger against the 
I . and we know of no such.indispensable call upon us as to induce us to do 
i him; besides we are yet ignorant what degree of attention or regard may 


h. ` been paid by His Britannic Majesty's Ministers to the mission of Major . 


Morrison, and we think we should be cautious of taking any steps, in this 
critical juncture of the Company's affairs, which may be liable to draw down on 


them or ourselves the displeasure or censure of his Majesty’s Government. 


JAMES LAWRELL. 
J. GRAHAM. 


The President remarks on this occasion an irregularity in Colonel 
Colonel Chumpion's address Champion's addressing his letter to the President and 
irregular, : Council, when by his instructions he is directed to cor- 
respond with the Select Committee. He observes that by dividing his corres- 
pondence between the two Boards, he must leave his information to either 
very imperfect, besides subjecting himself perhaps to receive instructions from 
each Board separately, which may tend to destroy the general consistency which 
ought to be preserved in his conduct and operations. At is for this purpose 
chiefly that the Select Committee was instituted and particularly cliarged with 
the political branch of administration, having it still in their power to refer to 
the Board in cases of great nicety or to which they judge their power does not 
extend. He therefore proposes that the Commander-in-Chiet be desired for the 
future to address his public letters either to the Select Committee or the 
President according to his original instructions. ; x3 
Phe -Board concurs with the President in his opinion and proposal, and 
agree that Colonel Champion be directed accordingly ; 
and in the intermediate time, until the Commander-in- 
Chief shall have it in his power to conform to this order, — 
Agreed that any future letters received from him on the operations of the 


war addressed to the Board be opened, considered, and answered by the Select 


Committee. 


To be opened in future ‘by the 


. 
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Friday. Port William, the 3rd June 1774. 
AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 


The Ifon'ble WARREN HASTINGS, President. 
TP. M. Dacres, Esq. 

JAMES LAWRELL, Esq. 

Joun Granam, Esq. 

Nrcnonas Grouper, Esq. 


The Consultation of the 23rd ultimo yead and approved. 
The Board being assembled to consider the following reference from the: Select Committee, an 
Select Committee refer a extract of their Proceedings upon the occasion 1s here recorded, 
letter from Colonel Champion, with the letter from Colonel Champion referred to. 
Extract of the Select Committee Proceedings, the 2nd June 1774. 
Read the following letter from the Commander-in-Chief addressed to the 
President and Council. 5 
The Committee considering the subjects of this letter as of the greatest 
importance and of the most alarming tendency, are unwilling to decide upon 
it by their own authority, especially as their present number consists of two 
members only. 
Agreed, therefore, that it be referred with this day’s Proceedings to the 
President and Council in their Secret Department. 
JAMES LALLY. 


n 
Sub-Secretary, Select Committee. ' 


To the Hon'ble WARREN HASTINGS, all 
; ; we 
President, Sc., Council of Fort William. 
HONOURABLE SIR AND GENTLEMEN,—ln an address of the 4th nWe nt 


I intimated to you a surmise that an agreement had been, some time ago, made - 


between the King and Vizier for a partition of the Rohilla country, and that 
it was said Niziff Khan, on the part of his Majesty, was marching to possess 
himself of Zabidy Khan's country. 

_ On the 5th the latter part of this intelligence was contradicted, and I ad- 
yised the Governor that Niziff Khan had determined on coming to this place, 
where he accordingly arrived two days before the Nabob and I did. 

In several conferences with the Vizier, he assured me that he did not know 
what business brought Niziff Khan. On the other hand, Niziff told me that when 
the Vizier was at Cowriagunge, he prevailed with him to go to Delhy-in order to 


influence his Majesty to take the field, and countenance the conquest of the : 


Rohillas, on the express condition that half the country should be to his 
Majesty; that he, Niziff, accordingly, induced the King to leave Delhy and 
display the Royal Standard; that his Majesty having, however, been taken ill, 
was obliged to relinquish his intentions of continuing in the field in person, but 
Commissioned Niziff Khan to represent him and act in his name as if he were 
poo ; vd edu Niziff with his army were in full march to join the 
Nu m e Varus the news of the defeat of the Rohillas; that his 
rs troon EY ie es the performanee of the condition on which the 
Re) p: ^ DUM j F eld; that he had sent for a copy of the agreement, and 
e ae a usiness to the Vizier until it came. It was the expecta- 
v pM An ble D down a duplicate of that writing that made me avoid 
urea P pen eui of ay letters since the 5th, but it has not been 
AO D mW b E with the Vizier on that head; and I 


the Ts QE ja Khan, who, with some of his people, was in battle on 
HE tresura um made his retreat good towards the mountains, with all 
75 lacks of ru according to the most moderate aecounts is said to amount 
“106 pees in ready money, has addressed me by letter offering to 
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throw himself upon my protection, accompanied with a message proposing to 
pay the Nabob 20 lacks upon being reinstated in his country, which yields 
from six to eight lacks.per annum. 


Determined to deal openly with the Vizier, to prevent the least pretence 
fora breach of his agreement, I went yesterday morning and signified Feizulla 
Khan’s desire to him. . j i 

His Excellency said he would not give him back a span of his country for 
a crore of rupees ; that he had no objection to my protecting Feizulla. Khan's 
person, but that the ‘treasure must be considered as the property of his 
Excellency, independent of the English ; that he would consider of sending a 
body of his own army with some of the Company’s forces in pursuit of the 
fugitive and his riches. -I offered him the Grenadier corps for that service, 
but he desired leave to think of the matter till the afternoon. 

Indisposition having rendered it inconvenient for his Excellency to come 
abroad, I waited on him again in the evening, and was told that he would think 
of the-subject of the morning’s conversation till this day. c: 

Upon my reminding him that that was my second visit in one day, and 
desiring immediately to know his determination, he was put to the necessity 
of confession that he had already entered into an agreement to detach, part of 
his own troops, under Elich Khan, with Niziff Khan and his army, to seize the 
Nabob Feizulla and his treasure; that as they were cavalry, andas the service 
required the utmost expedition, our infantry could not keep up with them, and 
therefore it would be unnecessary to send any. s oe 

Since the defeat of the Rohillas, the Nabob has plundered the whole 
country, inso much that in Pealybeet, Birelly, Oulah, and Bisonly he has found 
jewels and money above and under ground, elephants, camels, horses, and 
other effects, to the value, I am confident, of above fifty lacks of rupees, besides 


‘ what the individuals of his army have possessed themselves of; and if he can 


lay hold of Feizulla Khan's treasure and effects, his aequisition, in ready 
money, &c., will exceed a crore of rupees. 


.These are circumstances which I believe were not foreseen, Gentlemen ; 


otherwise I persuade myself you would have made further conditions with the 
Vizier both on account of the Company and of your army. 


The express stipulation that your troops should serve for a certain fixed 
sum has prevented my interfering ; -but I cannot help thinking it very unjysti- 
fiable in the Vizier to call in Nizif Khan’s forces to the exclusion of your brave 
troops, who réduced the Rohillas to the state of non-resistance, and who, 
therefore, ought surely to have the preference in any service of advantage. 
Gertain it is that Nizif Khan-cannot have been brought into the measure, but 


. upon condition of sharing considerably of the riches of Feizulla Khan; and 


hopes of further plunder in the country. 


Tt isa matter of very great concern to me, Gentlemen, that no provision was 
made for your army in the event which has happened; but I hope that if you 
have: not already, in consequence of my letter to the Governor of the 28th 
ultimo, you will now be pleased to interest yourselves in their behalf; for it 
‘must be extremely discouraging to your troops if they are not attended to on 
this occasion. s A 


By. their gallantry they have reduced this country, and, of course, gained 
the Company half a million of money; they have moreover been the enrichers 
of Sujah ul Dowlah to an immense amount; before their faces he has seized 
these riches, and he hds not even thanked them for their services. 


These matters, Gentlemen, are in my opinion of the highest importance, and 
deserve your most serious consideration. The good temper and forbearance of 
y under such temptation is matter of the greatest admiration, and 
a source of infinite satisfaction to me; but I must confess I am afraid’ that, 
if some mark of favour and gratification for their services 1s not manifested, it 
may be somewhat dangerous ever to try an experiment of this kind again, or 


Ts put the temper and patience of any part of your troops so much to the 
proof. ` ak " 
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1, it falls only to my province to submit these matters to 

ration ; and I have only, at pr sent, toadd that, upon 
interest. has not dictated a line of this address, to which I have 
by ajust sense of the, V izier’s conduct and a warm regard l'or 
rendered themselves very dear to me, and whose interest I 


r seek to promote. CON 
Came BISSONLY ;* ee T have the honour &c., 
"he 16th May 1774. ; i A. CHAMPION. 
T: " 3 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 20th June to 28th a 
December 1774. 
Gi 7 
€ 1 
Fort William, the 20th June 1771. | 
: AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The How'snE Warren Hastines, President. 
Monday. WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. who being returned from the 


awnings resumes his Seat at the Board. 
Joux Granam, Esq. 
NICKOLAS GnuEBER, Esq. 
Messrs. DACRES AND LAWRELL at the Committee of Revenue. 


Read and approved the Consultation of the 2rd instant. 


Read the following letter and inelosure which is received from Sir Robert Harland, His 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary in India. 


Fort St. George, the 29th May 1774. 


Geyriemen,—A few days ago I had the honor of receiving a letter from 

desta Herand complete Mr. Law, His Most Christian Majesty's Minister and 

of not being imformed of the Plenipotentiary in India, dated the 28rd May, and in- 

dispute with the French at closing copies of your letter to the Council of Chan- 

j D dernagore, dated the 7th March, and of Mr. Chevalier’s 

; answer dated the 24th of the same month, together with a copy of his protest 
relative to his withdrawing the French Factory from Dacca. 

It appears rather extraordinary to me that you should have entered into a 
correspondence with Mr. Chevalier on matters of differences between the sub- 
jects of the two nations, without making the least communication to me on that 

"1 head, especially as you were well acquainted both from me, and from your 
superiors, with the Commission of Plenipotentiary with which His Majesty had 
í honoured me, to enquire into and settle all such disputes as had arisen or 
| might arise between the trading subjects of both nations, and when I see by 
your letter to Mr. Chevalier, that you have transmitted all the papers on that 
| business to your employers, without acquainting me with such transactions, it 
i becomes me to demand of you, your reasons for this conduct, that I may lay 
t them before the Secretary of State for his Majesty's information. Meanwhile I 
H cannot help taking notice of the great difference between your conduct in this 
business and that of the Presidency of Fort St. George on a like occasion as 


EH you will see by the copy of their letter to Sir John Lindsay, whieh I have 

M. : enclosed for your.perusal. , 
Di Although you have not thought proper to lay this business regularly be- 

IN fore me, yet in justice to the Commission with which Iam honoured I think it 

di incumbent on me to take notice of the following circumstances :—first by order 


of your Chief at Dacca, a Jemadar belonging to the French Factory there was 

ublicly flogged without any application to the Chief of his nation—an act 
which would be considered as highly unjustifiable from one gentleman to an- 
other ; but if taken in a national light, such a punishment ordered by the sub- 
ject of one sovereign, to be inflicted on the subject of another, and all circum- 
stances considered, I am sorry to say, it has more the look of wantonness of 
power than a regard to justice—instead of which, I think I shall be justified 
in recommending to. you in all such circumstances lenient measures, a strict 
regard to justice, and a constant endeavour to coneiliate and prove the friend- 
3 ship of a power so well-disposed to be upon amieable terms with our nation, 
Such would not only be good policy but perfectly consistent with the intentions 
of Government; and second, I cannot help remarking it as a new modeé of pro- 
ceeding, that you accept of the exculpatory deposition of a person against whom. 
the complaint was made. : ae 


— ~ 
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i 3 ns represent re by Mr. Law, would 
i circumstances as represented to me by 1 
Ao ida sot of personal enquiry on the 


sider this transaction as an obje | 49 

t, did not a bout orders put it out of my power: therefore de to 
susie È rou that you will make enquiries, and procure attested informa ion 
Mr ti Actions at Dacea, whieh have given cause for fis complaint, and for 
ds = 3 edings of Mr. Chevalier on the occasion, and transmit them to me as 
BET ebie: that before I leave this country, rie J i to E RA 
tember next, I may be able to give that satisfaction, W Dus j r ras s i $ 
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary expects of me: and id e M aje e 
intention require, and also that I may be enabled to giv p 2 


subject to His Majesty's Seeretary of State. 


These, W 
have made me 


I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 
Yours, &c. 
(Sd) R. HARLAND. 


i t ; l with serious conse- 
S.—As the transactions at Dacca may be attended ; i 
PET. igate to Bengal with this letter. 


quences, I have thought proper to send a Fr 


To the Honourable John Law deLansiston, Knight of the Royal and Mili- 
tary Order of St. Louis, Brigadier and Governor General of the French Nation 
in India, and to the Gentlemen of the Superior Council at Pondicherry. 

GENTUEMEN,—We have had the honour to receive your letter of the Sth 
instant. The enquiries which a complaint of such a nature necessarily re- 
quired have prevented us from sooner presenting to you this our reply. 

The King, our Sovereign, having been pleased to appoint Sir John Lindsay, 
Knight of the Bath, Commander-in-Chief of his ships in India, to be also his 
Minister Plenipotentiary for the purpose of settling on his behalf whatever 
disputes or misunderstandings had arisen or should arise between His Majesty's 
subjects and those of the Most Christian King, we have laid before him the 
true state of the transactions relative to the Snow Aurora Tartar, and beg leave 
to refer you to him for information on that subject. 


Fort Sr. GEORGE, We have the honour to be, &e. 
80th August 1771. (Sd.) JOSIAS du Presi du Council. 


Resolved that copies of the whole proceedings on the dispute with the 
French concerning the complaint of Monsieur DesGranges, their Chief at Dacca, 
against Mr. Barwell, for the punishment of a Jemadar belonging to the French 
by the Adawlut at Dacca, be prepared, and, as soon as they are ready, that a 
reply be sent to Admiral Harland’s letter transmitting them to him. 


Fort William, the 11th July 1774. 
AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The How'srE Warren HasrINGS, President. 
Monday. WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 
Jonn Granam, Esq. 
NickoLAs GRUEBER, Esq. 
Messrs. Dacres and LawnELL at the Committee of Revenue. 


Fort Wiiliam, the 27th May 1774. 
. ToRictarn BARWELL, Esq. 


DEAR Sm,—Inclosed I send you a co i 
enon ;—1 l py of the letter which I have 
received m Mr. Chevalier. T haye thought it unnecessary to lay it before the 
1 
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Board, as I hope that the subject may be properly adjusted by a correspondence 
between us, not doubting of its proceeding from some misapprehension. 


You know the invariable principle of this Government to free the weavers 
from the state of slavery in which they have hitherto been held, If therefore 
such Muchileas as Mr. Chevalier mentions, have been published by your orders, 
the Board will certainly disapprove and order them to be repealed on an appli- 
cation to them on the subject. All that I have to desire, is, that you will issue 
such orders on the present subject as may impower the French Agent to make 
their advances, and employ the weavers with the same freedom that has ever 
been allowed them. 


If there are any other circumstances in this affair which may require a 


further explanation I request you will inform me of them, that I may commu- 
nicate them to Mr. Chevalier. 


Iam with esteem, yours, &c. 
(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Fort William, the 29th August 1774. 
AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 

Secret Dept. The Hox’ sre Warren HasriNGs, President. 
Monday. WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 

Joun GRAHAM, Esq. 

NickoLas GREUBER, Esq. 

Messrs, Dacnzs and LawRzErLL at the Committe of Revenue. 

To TuE Hox'BnE Warren Hasrines, Esq. 

Srm,—Inclosed I have the pleasure of sending you copy of a letter from 
His Excellency the Vizier intimating his intentions of making a present of seven 
lakhs of rupees to the army in the field in proof of the grateful sense he has of 
their services. 

I cannot help expressing great satisfaction at this instance of His Excel- 
lency’s bounty, which is much the more princely, that it has proceeded entirely 
from his own free will and liberality, and that too at a time when there was no 
hope or expectation of the fund. 

His Excellency having himself made his intentions public I signified them 
to the Field officers agreeably to his wishes, for the encouragement of the troops, 
but I at the same time gave to understand that your assent is necessary, and I 
flatter me it will be given with great cheerfulness as it will be very agreeable 
to His Excellency, a proper mark of favour towards the Brigade and at the same 
time a lasting obligation conferred on, 


Camp AT. SUAL, Sir, 
90 eoss from Pillergur, Your faithful friend, &c., 


8th August 1774. (Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 


The Europeans in good health and spirits. 


Copy of a letter from the Vizier, to Colonel Champion, dated the last of 
Jommaddulawul, and enclosed in that gentleman’s letter to the Governor, of 
the Sth August. j 

As the English Brigade came from Calcutta to this place on my business, 
and the Gentlemen as well as the Brigade have submitted to the greatest 
fatigues and hardships in the course of it and have not yet received any recom- 
pense or gratuity from me, nor have the gentlemen expressed any wish or 
importunity on this account, I have therefore determined to give seven lakhs of 
rupees as a gratuity to the Brigade and for the gentlemen’s expenses. I give 
this letter as my bond that 6 months from this date (the last of Jommaddula- 
wul) the sum of seven lakhs of rupees shall be paid to them. I write this, my 
friend, for your information. * 
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inf : nes of this, but I will undoubtedly 
d i lease inform Mr, Hastings of ; 
You may if you p 
pay this sum. 


Fort William, the 19th September 1774. 


AT A CONSULTATION, PRESENT: 


7 Y NGS on peo 
Secret Dept The Hon’BLE WARREN HASTINGS, President. 
ecret Dept. | | 
— Monday WILLIAM ALDERSEY, Esq. 


P. M. Dacrus, Esq. 
James LAWRELL, Esq. 
Jons Granam, Esq. 
Nrckonas GREUBER, Esq. 


Read and approved the consultation of the 29th ultimo. The following reference from the 
A UO ADM being laid before the Board is now read. 

, Selee » Select Committee Proceedings of the 17th September 1774. The President 

Extract of the Selec lays before the Committee the following letter addressed to him by 

Colonel Champion, received yesterday, with his reply immediately 
written. 


Reference from the Select 
Committee. 


Dear Sır, —Inclosed I send you the correspondence beteen the Vizier 
and Feizullah Khan and myself, with the substance of the conversations which 
passed between Fyzoollah Khan and Mr. Murray, from which last you will 
clearly observe that Fyzoollah Khan is not his own master, 


I am just iow, my good Sir, in a situation truly perplexing. The Rohilla 
Country is completely and entirely conquered. The fugitives are posted in a very 
strong situation within the districts of the Rajahs. They have all to combat for. 
Perhaps the success of the event might make Government overlook my 
going to Lall Daug, but such approbation depends on a chance. The matter is 
very weighty, and there is more risk than I should choose to run without a 
necessity, yet it is grating to have an enemy so near, and it will be dangerous 
should they not be reduced, or no accommodation take place, because so soon 
as another enemy is in motion to attack the Vizier lower down, we must have 
troublesome doings; the Nabob, I surmise, is privately disposed even to give 
Fyzoollah a part of the conquered country, nay to have a family connection by 
accepting of Fyzoollah’s daughter as a wife for one of his sons, yet he will not 
give sufficient authority to bring matters to the amicable decision he wishes for. 
I would have less difficulty in this matter but for your desire that I should 
dissuade the Vizier from giving any of the Rohilla Country to Fyzoollah. I 
am perfectly firm in the opinion I before signified to you on that subject, but I 
must not put it in competition with yours. The Vizier says he cannot pay the 
40 lacks till he quits the field; he tells us that in a short time the Mahrattas will 
be in motion. They will call our attention from hence; the Rohillas—if matters 
are not decided with them one way or other—will take the advantage of our 
absence, and if we are obliged to go far down may perhaps recover their 
country; that the 40 lacks will become precarious—the Vizier will either deny 
payment on pretence that the Rohilla War is not finished or at least he will 
delay it, alleging he cannot leave the field. If the Committee's answer to my 
letter of the 29th July was arrived I should know how to proceed with certain- 
ty. lam hourly importuned by the Vizier, and I wish to give way to his 
inclinations as far as I can; it is therefore resolved to move five coss further 
nearer the banks of the Ganges in order more effectually to distress the enemy, 
but T will if possible delay an attack till I receive the Committee's answer to my 
said letter. If I am forbid to proceed the Vizier must come to terms, and the 
ready money which he may get will pay a considerable part of our 40 lacks. If 


aay one z on I will not hesitate, but whatever happens be assured all is 


Camp NEAR PETTIGUR, 


Dear Sir, &e., &c., 
Lhe 26th August 1774, 


(Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 
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To CoroxEL Campion, Commander-in-Chief, &e. 


Srr,—I have received your favour of the 2ist and 26th uliiino which both 
arrived this morning, the latter enclosing copies of your correspondence on the 
subject of the late negotiations, and of the conversation which passed between 
Fyzoollah Khan, and Mr. Murray. To this I now reply. 

I hope notwithstanding the hesitation expressed in the conclusion that you 
will have resolved on prosecuting the war to a final issue without waiting for the 
reply of the Select Committee to your letter of the 29th July, because I think 
it appears very plainly that Fyzoollah Khan and his adherents lay at your 
mercy, because L apprehend much inconvenience from delays, and because Í am 
morally certain that no good will be gained by negotiating. If however contrary 
to this expectation you shall have suspended your operations or from any other 
cause the war shall not be concluded on the receipt of this, it is my express 
desire that you do on no account depute any person under your command to 
treat with the enemy but leave it wholly to the Vizier to conduct every measure 
of this kind, by his own agents and in such a manner as he shall think proper 
since he is the principal, and we only accessories in the war; besides by allow- 
ing Fyzoollah Khan to treat with both to make appeals from you to the Vizier 
and from the Vizier to you, you can hardly fail, both of you, to become the 
instruments of his intrigues, and he will acquire a confidence from such an 
indulgence which he cannot place on his own strength or consequence. 

Indeed I could not read without indignation the conversation of Fyzoollah 
Khan with Mr. Murray. The language of the former was highly presuming, 
insolent and evasive, and I think Mr. Murray ought to have left him after the 
first interview. A circumstance struck me very forcibly in Mr. Murray's nar- 
rative : “ I came" (says Fyzoollah Khan) “to this place which is the District of 
Gumial.” This intimation which was as wide as East and West from the busi- 
ness before him, too manifestly shows the foundation on which he built his 
hopes of succeeding by a refusal to accede to the proposition made him, and 
that he has availed himself of your supposed inability to pursue him, beyond 
the acknowledged limits of the Rohilla jurisdiction. 

Although I have referred you to the Vizier for conducting all negociations, 
I by no means wish, that he should lose time by seeking for an accommodation. 
It will be more effectual, more decisive, and more consistent with his dignity, 
indeed with his honour, which he has already pledged to abide by his first 
offers, to dictate the conditions of peace, and to admit only an acceptance with- 
out reservation or a clear refusal from his adversary. 

I intend to communicate the substance of your advices to the Select Com- 
mittee for their fuller sentiments on the measures to be hereafter taken; in the 
meantime to prevent the danger of delay, I desire that you will be pleased to 
receive these instructions for your guidance. 


The 16th September 1774. (Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Fort William, the 25th October 1774. 
AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The Hoxw'sng Warren Hastines, Governor General, President. 
Monday. LrguT. GENERAL JOHN CLAVERING. 
The HON’BLE GEORGE Monson. 


RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
Purtir Francis, Esq. 


Read and approved the Consultation of the 17th instant. 


- The following minute, delivered into Council yesterday by the Governor General being re- 


ferred for consideration to this Department, is now recorded, having been sent io circula- 
tion to the different Members of the Board. LS 


GENTLEMEN,—Allthe members of this Council being now assembled, - 
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out some general plan for carrying into exeeution the 
regulations of the new system of Government agreeably 
to the instructions received from the Company: but 

tive review of the various subjects which 

occur, I find it necessary to select such particular parts of them, as seem to 

claim your earliest notice, reserving the rest for future consideration, to be 

taken up in the order, in which their respective importances or particular exi- 

geneies may point out. I shall take the liberty to accompany every proposi- 

tion with a brief relation of such circumstances, and such past transactions, as 

have any relation to it, and are necessary to be known for the purpose of form- 

ing your resolutions upon it. I mean not, Gentlemen to preclude any other 

member of the Council from offering any point for present deliberation which 

in his judgment, may claim a preference in pomt of time above those which ! 

I wish to introduce. I only propose this method as the most likely to facilitate | 

the despatch of business, which may be retarded, by undertaking too many 

subjects at the same instant. It will unavoidably take some time to arrange, 

and perfect the new system of the administration. Tn the meanwhile, the cur- 

rent affairs will require your daily assistance to keep them in motion and in 

both, (I mean both in forming the new mode of Government, and conducting 

the daily business) you will find it necessary to consult the records of the former 

administration, for the sake of due connection and consistency. I desire also 

to shorten the time, and lessen the trouble of such a search, among the volu- 

minous books of consultations, by the mode which I have proposed of laying 

before you a succinct view of each subject with reference to the consultations 

for the successive orders which have been issued, and the advices which have 

been received concerning them. I think it my duty to add, and I think I 

may do it without presuming too much upon the experience which I have | 

acquired in ihe affairs of this Government, that I shall be at all times happy 

to assist any member of the Council with my communications, upon any point, | 

upon which he may desire to be so informed. , 


Professions of zeal and solicitude for the public good, are too commonly 
made use of to be received with implicit credit, but I feel my own honour, and 
my own interest so intimately blended with the successful issue of the measures 
of this Government, that I may with truth and without having my declaration 
suspected, aflirm, that I have not a wish even for myself which has not the 
good of the Company for its immediate object, and my own ultimaiely as derived 
from it. I believe I may safely conclude the same for the other gentlemen 
embarked with me inthis great undertaking, and I have the most thorough 
confidence in your disposition to unite with me in the prosecution of the Com- 
pany's interests, while I with the strictest sincerity and cordiality declare, 
that nothing on my part shall be wanting to render that union effectual. 


could wish to point 


The Governor's. Minste on 
fhe Revenues and Polities of 
the country. upon an atten 


The points which I now beg leave to submit to your consideration, are 
lst, the mode of conducting the business of the Revenue, and next, the poli- 
tical system of these provinces. 


The general mode which is at this time established for the management 
of the collections, is as follows—' The Provinces are formed into six divisions, 
each comprehending several inferior districts under the direction of a Chief and 
Council These receive their orders from the Board atlarge and réport to them, 
their proceedings in a separate department called a Council of Revenne, and for 
the greater facility of dispatching business with the inhabitants, and for the 
preservation of the ancient forms and rules of office, a Dewan or Minister of 
the Revenue is appointed to each division, who is joined to the Provincial Coun- 
cil, and keeps all the accounts and records of the country languages. Native 
Superintendents are also appointed to each district of the Provincial Division, 
with the title Naibs, and correspond with the Provincial Councils and Dewans. 
The Dewans also transmit their accounts and proceedings to an office of ancient 
S. Institution, lately transferred from the City of Moorshedabad to Caleutta, 

f named the Khalsa, which is under the charge of an offieer entitled the Roy- 
royan, who occasionally sits at the meeting of the Council of Revenue, and is 
the channel of communication between the Board and the Dewans; transmit- 
ting to the latter, the counterparts of the orders of the Board which are sent to 
the ene Councils, and receiving thier answers. The exceptions to this 
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general system are, the Province of Chittagong, which from ifs remote 
situation and small revenue has been left under the single charge of the Chief 
of the Factory, and the Districts of Pallamow and Rameur under Captain 
Carnac, and the Jungulterry of Curruchpore under Captain Browne. These 
may be properly termed Military Collectorships. They are composed of the 
wild and mountainous parts of the country, which have been lately reduced 
to a state of submission to Government, and require the continual presence of a 
military force to keep them in subjection. The revenue which they yield is 
inconsiderable, but the possession of them is a security to the peace of the cul- 
tivated and more civilized lands in their neighbourhood, which till their reduc- 
tion were continuaily exposed to the ravages of the wild and lawless people 
inhabiting them. ‘With these Military Collectors the correspondence was car- 
ried on by the Governor only, but according to the instructions now received 
from the Company it seems requisite that in future, it should be conducted by 
the Council at large. 


The plan of the general establishment for conducting the Revenue, and the 
Revords explaining the appointment, object, and progress of the Military Col- 
lectorships will be found in the following Consultations and papers— 


Consultation, 


cial Councils of ltevenue and the Col- : e 
y 23rd Novr. 1773. 


No. 1.—Plan and establishment of the six Provin- 
lections of Chittagong. 
Consultation, 


2.—Turther regulations to be observed by these 
12th Jany. 1774. 


Councils of Revenue. 
3.—Captain Carnac’s letter to the Governor 
Consultation, 
12th Jany. 1774. 


containing a narrative of the Pallamow 
and Nagpore countries, dated Ramgur, 
12th August 1774. 


4.—Captain Carnac’s report of the method in 
which he has settled the revenues of 
the countries. 


Consultation, 
4th Jany, 1774. 


b.— Further report from Captain Carnac of a 
settlement of these districts concluded 
for 8 years. 


Consultation, 
6.—The Council of Burdwan report the | 


3rd May 1774. 


of the Rajah of Ramegur, in conse- r; 
aJ of Ramgur, Consultation, 


quence of which his son is ordered 20th Sept. 1774. 


down to receive the appointment of 
his father. 


1.— Orders to Patna and Monghyr and Captain 


9.—The Governor's letter recommending n 


ig Browne relative to settling the boun- Prades 4 
daries of the Jungulterry District. xo 
» 8.—Captain Brooke's narrative and minute re- Consultation, 
lating to their Distriets. 6th Sept. 1774. 
Y separation of the districts from under Consultation, 
the Patna Council to form the line of ( 15th Oct. 1773. 

the Jungulterry District. 
» Consultation, 


Bhecerboom Jungulterry lands former- 


ly formed by the Rajah. 


10.—Adjustment of the Boundaries of the 
30th Aug. 1774. 


I must beg leave to conclude this subject, with earnestly offering my ad- 
vice for the continuation of this system, in all its parts, with such alterations 
only as the late change in the Government has rendered indispensibly neces- 
sary. Innovations are always attended with difficulties and inconveniences. 
Innovations in the Revenue with a suspension of the collections and a change 
at this season of the year would be particularly dangerous, as the time of the 


ed 


heavier payments is now approaching. For the same reason, your speedy 
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ination npon the future mode of managing and collecting the Revenues 


detern 1 1 i 
essential service. 


would próve ol : 

The Court of Directors have been advised of the formation of the estab- 
lishment, in consequence of the orders transmitted to us, in their d cae 
7th April 1778, and we may shortly hope to be furnished with their fina m 
mination concerning it. I must likewise recommend the continuance o the 
separation, which was originally made of the Revenue Department, from the 
other offices of the Government, as the only means by which it can be regularly 
conducted; and as there is no branch of the Company 8 affairs on which their 
interest so essentially depends, I propose that the Council do assemble for the 
conduct of it in the same manner as was practised by the late Council of 
Revenue. y 

lt will be necessary to form other subsidiary regulation for separating the 
Revenue from the Commercial Department, and preventing competitions be- 
tween them; and to determine what servants shall be employed, in the Reve- 
nue branch, that the Board of Trade may be enabled to make choice from 
amongst the rest, of such as will be required for conducting the Commercial 
business. 

$ : The next point which I have proposed for your con- 

Political system considered + donation is the political system of these provinces. 


The alliance with the Nabob Sujah Dowla, the Vizier of the Empire, is the 
only foreign connection in which this Government can be with propricty said to 
be engaged. This took place originally by the treaty formed by Lord Clive, at 
Allahabad, in the year 1765. 

By a new treaty with the Vizier dated the 8th September 1773, in conse- 
quence of an interview which I had with him at Benares, the monthly subsidy 
for the extraordinary expense of our forces employed in his assistance, was 
fixed at the sum of 2,10,000 Rupees for one Brigade, and the Provinces of Cora 
and Allahabad ceded to him for the sum of 50 lakhs of rupees, of which 20 
lakhs were to be immediately due, and were accordingly paid; 15 lakhs were to 
be paid at the expiration of a year, and the remaining 15 at the expiration of 
2 years. 

At the same time the Vizier had solicited the aid of our troops, to reduce 
the Rohilla Country lying on the north of his dominions between the Ganges 
and the Mountains of Tibet. ‘The immediate plea for these hostilities was the 
breach of faith, with which the Rohilla Chiefs were charged in the supplies of 
money afforded by them to the Mahrattas, against whom they had solicited and 
obtained the Vizier's assistance, under a solemn engagement to pay him 40 lakhs 
of rupees on the departure of the Mahrattas, and for the refusing afterwards to 
fulfill that engagement. | 


f This enterprise, the design of which furnished the first occasion of my meet- 
ing with the Vizier, formed an article in the original draught of our treaty, but 
it was afterwards omitted at his desire and I promised that it should take place 
if it suited the affairs of the Company at any other time, when he should find 
himself in a condition to resume it. Accordingly, in the month of January 
1774, the Vizier made a formal requisition of the assistance of a Brigade of the 
Company S Forces, for the defence of his dominions, and for the prosecution of 
his former purpose of invading the country of the Rohillas. For this service 
he engaged to pay the Company besides the stipulated monthly subsidy 40 lakhs 
o rupees when it should be concluded. The Vizier's request was granted : the 
au Brigade was ordered on the sérvice, and Colonel Champion, the provisional 
Epa in Obie, appointed to the command. Having been joined by the 

lier and his troops, he entered the Rohilla borders on the 17th of April, and 
m the oe of the same month attacked, and defeated the army of the Rohillas 
ee vant ed by the Hafez Rahmat, their leader, who was killed in the action. 
A NE n decisive, no other enemy appeared in the field ; and the Vizier 
B. E. dei: aaa of the greatest part of the country both armies 
du n i t of May to the city of Bissooly where quarters were prepared 
ET m intended they should pass the rains there : but the remain- 

5 eaters oL the Rohillas having assembled forces under the command of 


Eragon n at Najubgur, a town on the northern fiontier of the country, 
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the Vizier apprehending their acquiring too great strength, and that the 
Mahrattas might return to interrupt the operations before they were brought 
to a conclusion, prevailed on Colonel Champion to put the brigade again in 
motion about the latter end of July, and to march with him against the enemy, 
although the rains were then at their height. The troops enjoyed remarkable 
good health, and proceeded without opposition to Pottergurr ; the enemy flying 
before them to the skirts of the hills whither the combined armies have follow- 
ed them. They have lain for a considerable time within a short distance of 
each other, Colonel Champion waiting for orders from the Select Committee to 
pursue the enemy beyond the line to which he conceived himself limited by his 
instruetions: the necessary orders were sent, and we have been for some time 
past in daily expectation of hearing that the war was brought to a conclu- 
sion, either by the attack and defeat of the enemy, or by negociation, The 
last letters from Colonel Champion which you, gentlemen, have read were dated 
the 2nd instant, and advise that Fyzoolah Khan had delivered himself up, but 
that the negociation was still continued. 


The advantages proposed from the expedition were :—1st, an addition of ter- 
ritory and of course of wealth to the Vizier, in which the Company will always 
participate; 2nd, the completion of the defensive line of his dominions by free- 
ing them from an inconvenient neighbour and by taking into them the whole 
space included between the Ganges and the northern mountains; 3rd, the 
employment of a third part of our force, and a saving at the same time of its 
expenses; and lastly, the stipulation of 40 lakhs to be paid on the conclusion of 
ihe undertaking. ‘The retreat of the Mahrattas to their ancient territories, and 
the violent dissensions which had arisen in their state, were arguments strongly 
favouring the time which was chosen for beginning the war; and the justice of 
it is supported by the undoubted refusal of Hafez Rahmat to fulfil the condi- 
tions of his treaty with the Vizier; of which the original witnessed by General 
Sir Robert Barker is in our possession. 

Many detached events, such as the claim of-the army to a share in the 
plunder of the conquered country ; the donation offered to them by the Vizier; 
a claim of the King Shah Allam, to a share of the conquered districts, will 
appear in the course of the correspondence between tle Select Committee and 
Colonel Champion, and do not require further notice in this place. 


The 2nd payment of the Treaty money for Corah and Illahabad still re- 
mained undischarged by the last advices, but orders had issued for effecting it, 
and an English Gentleman had been appointed by the Vizier to receive ond take 
charge of it, at Fyzabad, his capital. ‘The monthly subsidy has been paid with 
sufficient exactness, at least we have had no information to the contrary. The 
40 lakhs of rupees stipzlated for the performance of the present service, I con- 
sider as now due, though the Vizier makes some objections; but the defeat of 
Fyzoollah Khan’s troops, or the conclusion of the negociation with him, has pro- 
bably by this time put the Company’s right beyond dispute. There remains 
also a small balance of former accounts still unadjusted. This will constitute 
the greatest part, if not the whole, of our concerns with the Vizier, when the 
business on which we have been to this time engaged with him is concluded. I 
apprehend no difficulty in procuring payment. 

The bounds which I had prescribed to myself in this paper and which I 
have already exceeded will not admit of my entering into a discussion of the 
benefits depending on the alliance of the Company with the Vizier. These will 
appear at large on various parts of our records, to which I shall hereafter dis- 
tinctly refer. ‘They may be reduced to the following abridgement ; a secure 
barrier, a constant occupation for a part of our army, a reduction of our Mili- 
tary expences,‘and an accumulating fund of future wealth. He cannot long 
subsist without our protection, and is incapable of himself of becoming an ob- 
ject of our jealousy or apprehension. 


For the better communication with the Vizier, and for the maintenance 
of that confidence which is necessary to perpetuate the alliance between the 
Vizier and the Company, it has been judged advisable to appoint a Resident 
at the Durbar as the immediate Agent of the Governor, with whom alone he 


. officially corresponds. The gentleman employed in that station is Mr. Nathaniel - 
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Middleton, with whose diseretion, integrity, and ability for the discharge of 
this trust I have every reason to be abundantly satisfied. 


The King remains at Delhi, the ancient eapital of the meds a mere 
cypher in the administration ofit. W ith him our S UA has E a one 
time suspended, and I wish never to seo it renewed, as it has proved a fata 
drain to the wealth of Bengal, and the Treasury of the Company, without 
yielding one advantage, or possible source of even remote benefits in return. 
ihe tribute which he claims from the Provinces hath been withheld from him 
since his desertion of the Company, and his union with their natural enemies 
the Mahrattas ; and a reference has been made to the Court of Directors for their 
orders concerning the future payments of it, with every argument urged that 
can induce them to forbid it. 

The Mahratta State after having threatened the whole Empire with sub. 
jeetion, during the active administration of their Peshwa, or Acting Chief 
Mahderow, has been for this twelve month past the scene of internal distrac- 
tions which still subsist. On the death of Mahderow, his brother Narain Row 
succeeded him. He was treacherously slain, and his uncle Rogonaut Row, 
released from prison and declared Peshwa in his stead. The ministers of the 
Government to whom he owed his elevation became the objects of his jealousy 
and acting from that impression he made them his enemies; they formed 
a powerful combination against him, set up the new-born son of Narain Row 
in competition against him, and defeated him. He has since thrown himself 
upon the protection of Tokoojee Holkar and Mahadajee Sindia, two Chiefs of 
consideration, who were lately in the party of his opponents. The leaders of 
this opposition, Sookoram Bolboo, the principal Minister Ganjaboy, the mother 
of the Paishwas Mahaderow and Narain Row, Sheebajee Bonsela, the Chief of 
Berar, and the Nabob Nizam Alli. The two last may be rather considered as 
auxiliaries; Moodajee, the brother of Sheebajee, was on the side of Ragonaut 
Row, till his defeat. Both the brothers are now in Berar.: The last letter from 
Mr. Mostyn, the Resident at Poonah, dated the 22nd August, explains the state 
of these disputes to that period. They seem yet likely to be of longer duration 
und whenever concluded will probably leave the prevailing party too weak to 
undertake any plan of remote conquest, for some time at least to come; of 
course, we have no cause to apprehend any disturbances from the Mahrattas 
during the present season. 


The Province of Berar, on the south and west sides of the provinces, merits 
from that consideration, and from the power and independency of its rulers, a 
distinct consideration. The present Chief Shawbajee Bonsela, is the brother of 
the late Janoojee Bonsela, who, for many years past enjoyed the sovereignty 
/ of the country. His brothers are Moodajee, who has been already mentioned 
in this narrative, and Bimbajee. ‘The latter possesses little other consequence 
besides that which he derives from the credit of his family. The two other 
brothers have been long at variance, but by the mediation and authority of 
Derriaboy, the widow of Janoojee, and a woman of great spirit and reputed 
ability, prevented them from carrying their animosities to violent extremes. 
Their being engaged in opposite factions of the Mahratta State is not a certain 
proof of their mutual enmity, it being (as I understand) a policy not uncom- 
monly practised among the Mahrattas, for the same family to take different 
sides in Civil dissensions with a view to its aggrandisement. While I was at 
Benares the last year, a Vakeel from Shawbajee Bonsela arrived at that place 
wih a letter addressed to me by that Chief, and attended me in Calcutta till 
e month of September last when he received his dismission to return to his 
Api in consequence of orders received for that purpose. The purport of 
5 At Bee pe and the verbal propositions made to me by his Vakeel, was 
2 $ Ti d ie friendship and alliance of this Government, to which I have replisd 
n: E e as pue most likely to encourage him to nearer advances, if he 
friendshj oe E which may make it strongly his interest to court the 
Satan. Es um n. He is descended from the ancient Rajahs of 
iD of Bou ae is called Ram Rajah. He has no children. It 
HUE tms and may serve lo convey some idea of the instability of 
ie ce pe ment of the Mahrattas that it is exercised through two sub- 
4 ations. The Rajah in whose name all orders of the State are issued . 
5 
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is deprived of all authority. The Peshwah or Prime Minister, is an infant of 
nine months old; and the actual Minister or Regent who exercises the legal 
power of both is a man deriving his authority solely frorn the combination of a 
few wealthy individuals. From this divided state of the Mahratta Empire, and 
the interests and pretensions of the several competitors for power amongst them, 
great political advantages may perhaps be attained to the Company to which 
the present united system of the Company's establishments in India is well eal- 
culated to contribute. 
(Sa) WARREN HASTINGS. 


The following letters addressed to the Select Committee having been received from Colonel 
Champion are now read and recorded. 

GENTLEMEN,—I had the honour of addressing you under date the 15th 
and by duplicate the 18th. I then informed you that 


Colonel Champion's 6 letters. S^ PJ bm : 
oon empion 5/975. Iris Excellency was very solicitous to re-establish 


-friendship with Fyzoollah Khan, his endeavours through his own people failed. 


Fyzoollah addressed me by letter, saying he was willing to come and pay his : 
respeets to, and adjust matters with the Vizier, but that he was apprehensive his 
effects might be laid hands on in his absence. He offered 25 lakhs per annum to 
the Vizier and to perform other conditions, if His Excellency would give him 
the Rohillah country (I believe understood to be exclusive of Zabita Khan’s). 
Having sent the letter to the Vizier, he wrote me to make an offer in his name 
to Fyzoollah of a Jaghere of 10 lakhs annually in Rohilcund, and to let him 
hold the remainder of the country as a renter,if they could at meeting agree 
on the terms; provided that Fyzoollah gave up half his treasure and only kept 
two or three thousand Rohillas for his guard: the rest to be received into the 
Nabob's service and to be employed elsewhere. I complied with His Excel- 
lency’s request. Fyzoollah’s answer is not yet arrived. As you will no doubt be 
desirous of receiving frequent advices of the state of matters, whilst the army 
is at such a distance, I have troubled you with this information of what has 
passed since my last. I have the pleasure to add that the troops continue 
healthful and that I am with all due respect, &c. 


CAMP MOHANPORE, RE, y 
24th September, 1774. (SQ) A. CHAMPION. 


Fort William, the 26th October 1774. 
AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The How'Bng Warren HasrrwGs, Governor General, President. 
Wednesday. Lirur. GENERAL JOHN OLAVERING. 
The Hox’ BLE GEORGE Monson, 
RicuarD BARWELL, Esq. 
Paine Francis, Esq. 


The Governor judges it proper to enter the following dissent and protest 

ME against the appointment of the Commanding Officer of 

The Governor's dissent. the Army in the Field to treat with the Vizier in 
the room of Mr. Middleton. 

I dissent from this resolution and protest against the consequences, which 
may attend it, because it cuts off all communication between the Government 
and the Vizier, but thro’ the channel of the Commander of the Army, which is 
contrary to the Article of the Company's: instructions, because it gives the 
Commander of the Army the power of deciding in all cases of difference between 
himself and the Vizier, and by so declared a proof of the prevalence of the 
Military influence, inevitably tends to dissolve the alliance between the Com- 
pany and Vizier, who can hope for no redress, from an appeal to the Govern- 
ment, and must therefore either submissively acquiesce in every act of the 
Military Commander, however violent, or seek for a remedy in other alliances. 
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1 hitherto established, the control of the Board has been suffi- 
rof the Military Commander from every dangerous 
excess, had he been disposed to make that ill use of it, and the Vizier was d 
from every apprehension of the kind by his reliance on the VU ER | 1e 
Governor, to whom he had an immediate appeal. To whomsoever this c S 
ous trust may be delegated, which is now given to the officer who may chance 
to be in the Command at the time that the orders of the Council may reach 
the army, I declare that I cannot consistently with my duty admit his advices 
as authentic, since it is his interest to conceal from the knowledge of the 
Council every eireumstanee and transaction, which, if known, might subject 
his conduct to blame, or oppose any design which his ambition, his interest, or 
prejudice might dictate. DM 

The Board have been pleased to complement me with the nomination of 
ihe person who should sueceed Mr. Nathaniel Middleton in his office, and T 
have declined it, because I foresaw in his removal the resolution to throw all 
power and trust into the hands of the Military Commander ; the proposal was 
actually made to this effect before the intimation of any reference to my 
choice, and with so recent an instance of my own agent recalled without a 
single proof or suspicion alleged of his misconduct I did not choose to expose 
any other person whom I should recommend to the hazard of suffering the same 


causeless disgrace. 


By the systen 
cient to restrain the powe 


(Sd) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Fort William, the 28th October 1774. 
At A CoUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The How'Bne Warren HasrriNGs, Governor General, President. 
Friday. Ligvr. GENERAL JOHN CLAVERING. 
The HOox’BLE GEORGE Monson. 
Tucmanp BanwELL, Esq. 
Purr Francis, Esq. 


The book of Standing Orders upon the table. 
Read and approved the Consultation of the 26th instant. 


The Governor in conformity to his declaration in the minute, which he en- 

Sie a spordenes laid tered on the last Consultation, now lays before the Board 

P the several original letters, from Colonel Champion 

and Mr. Middleton to him, and copies of his letters to the latter, and he 

acquaints the Board that copies of his letters to the former of these gentlemen, 
are preparing, and shall also be laid before the Board. F 


ORDERED that all the abovementioned letters be entered in a book apart, in 
regular order, to be transmitted as eustomary to the Court of Directors. 


zE s e Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis now deliver in the follow- 
ing protest against the Governor's refusa] to give up the whole of his corres- 


pondence with Colonel Champi r. Mi o i ir inti 
aa De pion and Mr. Middleton, agreeable to their intima- 


Our reasons for protesting, as we now do, against the Governor General’s 
De read Colonel Tefusal to communicate -to this Board, the whole of his 
un r. Francis pro- original correspondence with the Company’s Resident 
ONSE RON d the Vizier’s Darbar, and with the Commander-in- 
Bes founded Sheath ys pie annoyed in the expedition against the Rohillas, 
Geel Glavee ose which indueed us to concur in the motion made by 

ng, and approved of by a majority of the Board, for obtaining a 


communicati 
E poo no above correspondence. We beg leave to state those 


Upon our arrival at Fort Willi 
: ; iam the first material intelligence that came 
before eae the state of the Company’s affairs, was, that one-third of 


Mi 
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their military force was actually employed, under the command of Sujah 
Dowlah, not in defending his territories against invasion, but in assisting bim 
to subdue an independent state, and uniting it to his own dominions Inquir- 
ing further into facts and examining the proceedings of the late President and 
Council, as far as the shortness of the time aud immediate pressure of other 
business would permit us, we found that the reduction of the Rohillas was com- 
pleated, and that our army about the beginning of this month, was stationed 
upon the skirts of the Mountains of Tibet, at a place so distant from our fron- 
tier, and so considerably to the north of Delhi that it is not comprehended in 
any of the ordinary maps of Indostan. We shall not now enter into the politi- 
cal arguments by which such a measure may be arraigned or defended. It is 
sufficient for the purpose of the present protest, that the measure itself carries, 
upon the face of it, a manifest violation of all those principles of policy which 
we know have been established by the highest authority, and till now univer- 
sally admitted (even by the late President and Council themselves) as the basis 
of the Company's Councils in the administration of their affairs in India. Jn- 
volved therefore in this contradiction between facts and principles, and fore- 
seeing the immediate necessity to which we might be reduced of adopting or 
departing from, the political system, in which the late President and Council 
have engaged the Company, we thought it our duty to enquire minutely into 
every transaction, record, correspondence or other documents which had relation 
to that system. From that enquiry and from the information laid before us by 
the Governor General, it appears that the assistance now given to Sujah 
Dowlah is not founded upon any specifie treaty, between him and the Com- 
pany, that it arises from a verbal agreement only, which the late President 
entered into with him, at their conference, at Benares; that, with respect to 
the terms of the agreement, the only authority to which either party can ap- 
peal, is contained in a letter from the Vizier to the late President: and that the 
active measures, which have followed from that agreement, were adopted by 
the late Council with the greatest reluctance. In this situation, other lights 
into the nature of the negociations and engagements with Sujah Dowla, beyond 
any that we have yet received, are undoubtedly necessary to direct our judg- 
ment. We think a complete communication of the original correspondence be- 
tween the late President and the Company's Resident at the Darbar, and the 
Commander-in-Chief of the Company's troops now in the field, indispensibly 
requisite for the information of the Board. ‘The Governor General has declined 
laying before us that complete correspondence for reasons which do not appear 
to us to be satisfactory. The Court of Directors in their letter of the 23rd 
March 1770, have laid down a positive rule, concerning the Governor’s separate 
correspondence, which evidently applies to the present case. It is therein 
ordered that, ‘The Governor singly shall correspond with the country powers, 
but all letters, before they shall be by him sent, must be communicated to the 
other members of the Select Committee, and receive their approbation, and 
also all letters whatever which may be received by the Governor, in answer 
to, or in the course of his correspondence, shall likewise be laid before the 
said Select Committee for their information and consideration.” Besides this 
particular order of tlie Court of Directors, which ‘we are bound to consider as a 
standing instruction to the Board, we think it inconsistent with the general 
principles of a free Government, that the Chief of any Council shall carry on 
a secret correspondence with the Ministers or officers of the Government, in- 
dependent of the Council, and much more that he should be at liberty to refuse 
to the Council a communication of that correspondence when required by them. 
It is a kind of trust, which in our judgment cannot, with safety, be vested in 
any individual. It tends to convert a public Minister and officer, employed 
and paid by the State, into a private agent, which in fact, the present Resident 
at the Viziers Court, is described to be, not only by the Governor General 
himself in the course of our debates on this subject, but by his minute delivered 
in to the Board on the 26th instant; and by the Select Committee in their 
letter to Colonel Champion, dated the 23rd May 1774. It tends to lessen the 
dignity of the Board and to render the appointment of the present, Governor 
and Council unnecessary. For these and other weighty reasons it appears to 
us, that we should not acquit ourselves of the duty, which we owe to the 


Hon'ble Court of Directors and to the East India Company, if we did not 
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; : oral's | in refusing the com- 
solemnly test agains oy Se ae in Pound pon 
E coe tet all the consequences which may attend our not being fur- 
P by diim with sufficient lights to inform and direct us to the outset of 
sor c E (Si) J. CLAVERING. 

GEO. MONSON. 
P. FRANCIS. 


The General proposes the following questions for the deliberation of the 

Board :— SOME oua 
st, —Thr nand for the 40 lakhs from the Vizier be repeated, an 

a d ps oo that Colonel Champion, or the officer command- 

Re ao ing the 2nd Brigade, be instructed to that effect. 

Snd.—That the Colonel or Commanding Officer be also instructed to 

EAM make a demand for such further payments as may be due 

from the Vizier on receiving these instructions, and to liqui- 

date whatever accounts may be unsettled with him at the time. 


rd.—Th: e further instructed that although he is to make an 

E E nk demand for the whole 40 lakhs, and for such other 
payments as may be due at that time, yet, if he finds 
that it is impossible for the Vizier to comply with the whole 
of these demands, he is to receive what can be allowed in ready 
money, and settle a kistbundee with him for the remainder, the 
sum to be received in ready money not to be less than 20 lakhs 
and the rest to be payable, at different periods, within 12 
months ? 

4th.—That the Colonel or Commanding Officer be further instructed 
that in case the Vizier shall refuse to comply, with these de- 
mands he is to enter a protest against him, declaring that the 
Company have fulfilled all their engagements with him and 
within 14 days after the receipt of these instructions to retire 
with the army under his Command, and withdraw it into the 
Company’s territories ? 

bth.—That further orders be sent to Colonel Champion, or the Officer 
Commanding the Brigade, that after having finished the nego- 
tiations for the money now due he do immediately withdraw 
the whole of the forces under his command within the limits 
of the Province of Oude, and that unless the Vizier should re- 
quire the continuance of the troops for the defence of his 
original dominions with the Provinces of Cora and Illahabad 
he returns with them to the cantonment of Dinapore ? 

6th.—That Colonel Champion or the Commanding Officer, on quitting 
the Vizier, shall acquaint him that the Governor General and 
Council propose to appoint a person to reside at his Court, and 
to declare that they mean to adhere strictly to the Treaties of 
Tllahabad and Benares, till the pleasure of the Court of Direc- 
tors regarding the latter be known ? 

7th.—That he be further instructed, that if he should apprehend any 
diffieulty or danger in his retreat, that then he should suspend 
his declaration and take the best means in his power for the 


preservation of the army and advise the Board immediately 
of his situation ? 


To be considered and deter- ORDERED that each individual member of the Board 


mined next Council day. be furnished with a copy of these propositions in order 
to consider of it. 
AGREED that the Board come to a determination upon them at the next 
meeting, 
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Fort William, the 3rd November 1774. 
AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The IIow'gnrg Warren Hasrrnes, Governor General, President. 
Friday. LEUT. GENERAL JOIN CrAvERING. 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
Purine TFmnaNorS, Esq. 
Coroxrn Mowsox, indisposed. 


Read and approved the Consultation of tne 31st October. 
Received a letter from Colonel Champion as followeth— 


Colonel Champion proposes GENTLEMEN,—I enclose a copy of my address of last 
leaving the army at Ramgaut. night, with duplicate of the agreements therein referred 
to. 


The army counter-marched a short way this morning ; when the Rohillas, 
discharged from the service of Fyzoollah Khan, shall have left their fortresses 
and have crossed the Ganges, I purpose to station the Brigade, at, or near Ram- 
gaut till your further pleasure is known : but as I hope to embark on my way 
to the Presidency, before the end of this month, the temporary command of the 
army will devolve to Colonel Gallivy. 

Came NEAR LANPORE, I have the honor to be &oc., 

October 9th 1774. (Sd.) A. CHAMPION. 


The Governor gives in the following narrative to the Board, and a copy of 
the instructions whieh he delivered to Captain Brooke 
on his departure for Fyzabad. The Governor also sub- 
mits to the Board drafts of three letters which have been prepared: one to the 
Vizier, one to Nudjuff Khan, and one to Rajah Chut Sing in consequence of 
this appointment of Captain Brooke, £o advise them of the same. 


The conquests which the Vizier has lately made in the Doab, affording a 
strong presumption that he might be soon engaged in 
hostilities with the Mahrattas whom he had dispossess- 
ed—an event which would have been productive of troublesome consequences 
had it taken place during the continuance of the war with the Rohillas,—it 
occurred to me that a small partizan corps under the command of an active and 
experienced English officer would prove of essential service to the Vizier on 
such an oceasion, the more specially, as the Vizier had lately dismissed the 
French officers whom he had engaged in his service for the purpose of employ- 
ing them in such parts as lay without the line of the operations of our army. 
I therefore directed Captain Brooke, an officer well known to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors, for his genera] merit and abilities, but more particularly in that 
kind of military service, to proceed with all expedition to the army in the field 
and gave him a letter to the Vizier to establish such a corps, and em- 
ploy Captain Brooke for the command of it. The Vizier much approved of the 
proposition, but the continued disturbances of the Mahrattas, having prevented 
them from renewing their attempts on that quarter, he proposed to appoint 
Captain Brooke to the command of a part of his forces which were (employed) 
with Nedjiff Khan to be formed and employed in the manner which I had re- 
commended. , Nedjiff Khan himself having, in a letter I received from him, 
expressed an equal wish for this measure, I submit it to the Board for their 
approval, offering it as my opinion that it cannot fail to produce some advan- 
tages whatever be the event of affairs in those parts, by confirming the fidelity 
and attachment of Nedjiff Khan, which may be of essential use in obviating any 
adverse designs of the King or of his confidential Minister, Abdel Ahed Cawn, 
by affording the means of a powerful check and division to the Mahrattas 
should they again invade the Doab. My instructions to Captain Brooke, which - 
I now lay before the Board, will further explain the nature and object of this 
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recommendation, and if approved may serve for the substance of the orders 
which it will be necessary that he now receive from the Council. 
(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


To CAPTAIN Brooke. 


Srr,—You are immediately to proceed with all expedition to join the army 
in the field. On your arrival in Camp you will wait upon Colonel Champion and 
deliver my letters; a duplicate of one is already sent by the Dauks, so that you 
will find him fully acquainted with my intentions respecting you. I also give 
you a letter for the Vizier to be delivered to him, in person, when you have ob- 
tained Colonel Champion’s permission to wait upon him for that purpose. 

I have in these letters strongly recommended you to command a partizan 
party, composed entirely of the Vizier's troops, to act separately from his army 
wherever he may think proper to employ them. The plan drawn out by your- 
self contains my general iGeas of the nature of the service on which you may 
be employed, and the quarter wherein it occurs to me, your services may be 
most materially useful to the Vizier. You will mention these proposals to him 
as the proper measures which the present situation of his affairs suggested to 
me, but he will be better able to determine on the spot, how far they or other 
operations may be eligible. You wiil also be pleased to lay your plan before 
Colonel Champion for his instructions and advice, and you will pay proper 
attention to whatever he may recommend either in the execution of it, or any 
other service you may undertake. 

If the Vizier should not have occasion for your services in the manner 
proposed, the option will rest with you whether to return to the Presidency 
immediately or remain with the army untill you hear from me ; in the latter case 
I need not suggest to you the offer of your services to Colonel Champion in 
whatever manner he may choose to employ you. But, if the Vizier (as I ex- 
peet he will) should embrace the opportunity of employing you in the manner 
pointed out, you will consider yourself as immediately under his command, and 
it will be necessary you should appear, as much as possible, rather an officer of 
his army than belonging to the English troops, because the scene of your service 
will be beyond the limit prescribed for the operations of our army. You will re- 
ceive your instructions from the Vizier, and fulfil to the utmost of your ability 
his intentions for which he will furnish you with an adequate force. As you will 
be employed on partizan service, you can only receive orders of a general 
nature, rather expressine the service to be performed than the mode of effect- 
ing it, which must be left to your own discretion, and a latitude of action given 
you for this purpose, because most probably you will be employed at. a distance 
from the army. I recommend Colonel Champion to point out the propriety of 
these circumstances to the Vizier and to obtain for you a sufficient force to 
ee eee rou will therefore submit these instructions to the 

nel's perusal. 


Notwithstanding, you are as much as possible to be considered as uncon- 
nected with the Enelish army, and under the orders and in the employment of 
the Vizier, yet Jou will be punctual in your communications and attention to 
Colonel Champion while he remains with- the army, and if he should think 
poner to send you any positive order you are implicitly to obey it. It will be 
eee to Peas ende you any orders which might clash with those you 
cre drom the Vizier. T shall expect your correspondence on every subject 
you think worthy of my information, ; 


I wish you success and remain, &c., 
(Sd) WARREN HASTINGS. 


cide me 8 aD although Captain Brooke’s appointment does not exactly coin- 


System they wish to adopt of a mere defensive assistance on our 
eae m ne yet, as the Governor's credit is in a manner pledged to the 
A appomtment, they acquiesce in it, and trust in Captain Brooke’s 
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discretion for acting with prudence and caution in the exercise of his command, 
and they approve of the Governor General's instructions to him. It is there- 
fore agreed that the letters be accordingly drawn out and sent, and that they 
be entered in the Book of Country Correspondence, i 


Read the following letter from Chandernagore— 
Chandernagore, October 30th, 1774. 


GENTLEMEN,—I have received the letter you did me the honour to write 
Chandernagore congratue to me, the 30th of this month, and no one can be more 
late the new Government, sensible of your kindness of informing me of the nomi- 
nation that the Government of Great Britain has been pleased to make, of a 
Governor General and four Councillors to form a Supreme Council at Calcutta. 
Accept these, Gentlemen, my sincere congratulations on the choice that has been 
made of every one of you to fill these posts of honour; it isa public proof of your 
merit and of the justice of your Government, ih recompensing it. I cannot 
sufficiently thank you, Gentlemen, for the desire you have (and which you so 
well express) to contribute all that lays in your power to promote a harmony 
and good understanding between the two Governments ere and to assist all our 
operations in trade. You may be assured that you will always find in me the 
same disposition, and that I shall always be ready to anticipate everything 
that can promote this end. For my part I know of nothing more disagreeable 
than national disputes and the greatest satisfaction that I can receive will be to 
see that all subjects that may give rise to them are carefully avoided ; this is 
not impossible; I even imagine it easy, and the sentiments you have made 
appear, have already inspired me with hopes. 


I have the honour to be &e., 
(Sd.) CHEVALIER, 


The General now delivers in his minute on the subject of the propositions 
debated at the last meeting agreeably to what he then promised as follows— 
When I submitted this proposition to the Board I did not expect an oppo- 
General Clavering's minuto Sition would be made to it on the part of the Governor 
on the propositions at last. General, and still less could T imagine, he would have 
Chana deemed that measure a violation of publie faith which 
in effect is the result of his own opinion. I was glad to have his authority for 
a measure which so perfectly coincides with my own opinion, that however we 
may differ in opinion with respect to the validity of the engagement itself with 
the Vizier, yet it pleased me niuch to find that T had still sufficient lights before 
me in the correspondence, which we have been only permitted to see, to form 
my judgment on the performance of the stipulations of the engagement on the 
part of the Company, and consequently to determine the right of withdrawing 
the troops. The late Resident, in his letter of the 16th J uly, has been very 
explieit on the doubtful point of the engagement, whether or not the claim to 
the 40 lakhs was then due, and whether the continuance of the troops in the 
Vizier's service afterwards was independent or not of the right to the 40 lakhs. 
He says, “ I cannot admit of the construction the Vizier puts on the agreement, 
namely that every condition specified in the letter must be accomplished before 
the payment becomes due." It adds that the whole country of the Rohillas 
lying within the boundary, which originally formed the compass of our oper- 
ations, is, according to my conception, wholly and entirely his, the V iiers. He 
thereupon orders Mr. Middleton to insist on the right to the 40 lakhs in ready 
money, and acquaints him that the continuance of the Brigade afterwards with 
the Vizier must be considered as an indulgence. 


This is the late President's own expression, and as I cannot conceive that 
an act of indulgence of the late administration can be deemed a right by the 
enjoyment of it since the 16th July, I flatter myself that the Governor Gene- 
ral upon reconsidering his sentiments at that period, will think himself not 


ya 


justified in the imputation he has laid on the Members of the Board who have 
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been concerned in the proposition for withdrawing the troops out, of the country 
of the Rohillas. 
it has been objected that the Vizier may be offended at the exer. 
I should think that not possible, if Mr. Middleton 
to him the late President’s sentiments, 
and making him understand how he has enjoyed an indulgence he was not 
entitled to. If he has any gratitude he will be sensible of the favour he 
has received, and will, at the assurances Colonel Champion is now ordered to 
give him of the resolution of this new Government, maintain inviolably the 
{reaties which the Company has with him for the mutual protection of their 
respective ancient possessions. 

Mr. Francis also delivers in the following minute on 
subject which he promised at the last Council. 


However, 
*eise of this right at present: 
has done his duty in communicating 


Mr, Francis’ minute on the 
propositions of last Council. the same 


On the General’s 4th proposition. 

With respect to the fourth article of the instructions now proposed to be 
given to Colonel Champion, or the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade, and 
in answer to the objections made to it by Mr. Barwell and the Governor Gene- 
ral, I must declare that I am at a loss to comprehend how a demand for money, 
long since acknowledged to be due, but of which no part has yet been paid, 
ean be offensive to the Vizier, if his intentions be as sincere and upright as 
they are represented. The mere claim of a debt does not of itself imply any 
doubt or suspicion of the honesty of the debtor, and since we have on our side 
fulfilled the conditions, which entitle us to make the demand, I think we 
should be guilty of a breach of duty to the Company if we did not repeat and 
insist upon it, until it should be complied with. I do not expect that the Vizier 
will act so injudicious a part as to give a plain direct negative to so regular 
and just a requisition. ` If he should, I consider the base retreat of our army 
into our own territories, in consequence of such refusal, as the mildest and 
least vindietive measure that ean be adopted by this Government. In return 
to so gross a breach of faith, I do not see how it is possible for us to act with 
p moderation. This however is a case, which may rather be supposed 
than expected. From the character given of the Vizier not only by Colonel 
Champion, but by Mr. Middleton (whom Mr. Barwell is pleased to call the 
Public Agent of the former Government, notwithstanding he has been repeated- 
ly described and acknowledged as the private Agent of the late President), it 
TA more probable that he will endeavour to elude or protract the execution 
o o than that he will plainly and absolutely refuse to comply 
ties a The conditions which the late Government have unfortunately 
: a iim to prescribe to them, considered merely as the terms of a coniract 
or = not now mean to insist in a political view, upon the danger and dis- 
ionour of submitting to such condition) are so loose and unguarded, that they 
Xu always furnish him with a pretence for referring the payment of the forty 
akhs, to a future day. In his letter to the Presid nt, which et 
ee mal to th sident, which we are told has a 
sa 4 equa o the most solemn treaty, and which in fact is the only authen- 
tic document we have to appeal to, he declares, “hat he i ir 
affairs and thai th b. ares, aat he is the master in these 
cae iota a troops shall never quit his service untill he shall voluntarily 
d MT we recall the Brigade without his consent, or if we confine 
its operation within any limits disagreeable to him or inconsistent with his pr 
ed a m of course appeal to his letter and tell us, that since we do iu 

xe to t g ; : "tof 
ANN 9 e engagement prescribed to us in one part of the letter, he is not 

ound to fulfil the conditions stipulated i PUDE 
B Un ond snte if t pulated in the other. If we have the Brigade 
aA E ane em 7 ue employed as he thinks proper (which I presume 
v pea ended without any limitation of time or service) he ma 

express an apprehension that when he has paid th th il 
P n and therefore that 1 S p: e money the troops will 
B To himactt d E le cannot safely part with so considerable 
E of reddis d a ill have granted them their dismission. By this 
his letter, the payment of the 40 lak e o ORA 
Aaa apon DR own E ens is made to depend upon an act, which 
By the late President's er ieee epcouently may be deferred sine die. 
construction which the Vizier a va H the 18th July last, it appears this is the 
answer to Colonel Chamis que then put upon the agreement. In his 

sea pion's first demand of the 40 lakhs he says that ** when 
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the English troops have concluded his business, and he thinks proper to dismiss 
them, he will at the time of dismissing them eive them the sum of 40 lakhs of 
rupees according to his agreement.” But even at this moment both Mr. 
Barwell and the Governor General evidently consider the success of the demands 
as united with the continuance of the troops in their present situation, when 
they allege that the recall of the Brigade may furnish the Vizier with a plea 
for refusing to pay the 40 lakhs, notwithstanding they acknowledge the money 
to be due, independently of the Brigade quitting or continuing in his service: 
but they have not yet asserted, in writing at least, that it ought to be continued 
in his service for ever. x 

With respect to the Company's being bound to guarantee this newly con- 
quered country to the Vizier, and to support him in the possession of if, I 
differ widely though with all the respect and deference which I owe Mr. Bar- 
well, from the formal opinion delivered by him, that * the preserving to the 
Vizier the possession of the Domain lately acquired by him is as much an obli- 
gation upon the present Government, as the securing to him any other part of 
his dominions, and that it is equally within the spirit of the defensive treaty, 
as if it had been specifically named therein.” I am happy to find that so dan- 
gerous an obligation is not among the burthens imposed upon the Company by 
their servants. It is not stipulated nor in any manner intimated in the Vizier’s 
letter. If sucha guarantee had been expected by him he would not have failed 
to have made his claim to it clear and secure by a specific article, or at least by 
a reference to those formal treaties, by which the Company is bound to assist 
him in the defence of his other possessions. It appears to me that, in the late 
expedition, we have assisted him in a rank not so high as even that of alliance. 
He pays us a subsidy for the hire of our troops, and if the projected conquest 
takes place, he promises us a share in the plunder. We do not enquire into nor 
think ourselves concerned in the justice of the cause in which the troops are to 
act. They march at his requisition and are solely under his command. When 
the object of the expedition is obtained, the sum which he engages to pay in 
return for their service becomes due. Beyond the completion of that service, T 
do not find that the late Government have ventured to involve the Company, at 
least by any engagements that have yet come to our knowledge. Allouradvices 
agree in saying that the Chiefs of the Rohillas have capitulated with the Vizier, 
and that the reduction of the Rohilla Country is compleated. I do not therefore 
sce the least pretence for continuing the Brigade in its present station unless it 
be to assist him in making further conquests. 

My first general argument for agreeing to the fifth proposition is, that it is 
strictly conformable to the sentiments and injunctions of 
the Court of Directors deliberately and repeatedly, though 
very ineffectually communicated to their servants. They have approved of the 
engagement to assist the Vizier in the defence of the possessions guaranteed to 
him by the treaty of Illahabad in case they should be attacked, and at present 
I have no reason to suppose that they will be averse from extending that engage- 
ment to the possessions which he has lately aequired by the pacific title of a 
purchase. On the other hand they have most expressly and uniformly and on the 
soundest principles of policy, reprobated the idea of engaging with him in schemes 
of conquest, or of suffering their troops to be employed in distant expeditions. 
Iam not surprised that this consideration should have had weight with the 
Governor General, who in his letter to Sujah Dowlah, of the 26th November 
1773, confesses “that the order of his superiors are peremptory, not to suffer 
their arms to be carried beyond the line of their own boundaries or those of his 
Excellency, their ally.” But I must confess my astonishment at the declara- 
tion made by Mr. Barwell that he “sees no reason why the troops should be 
debarred acting, if necessary, in securing to the Vizier his late acquisitions.” 
I presume it was not considered by Mr. Barwell, to whose opinion I pay a 
sincere, and unaffected deference, that the Vizier is to be the sole judge of the 
necessity and of the mode of employing the troops in his defence: and that if 
he should declare that his late conquest can not otherwise be secured, than by 
their continuing to be stationed upon the skirts of the Mountains of Tibet, we 
must yield to his judgment and assist him in that mode which he shall think 


On the 5th proposition. 


most advisable, and most for the benefit of his own affairs. This appears to me, 


to be the amount and result of all the arguments urged against our agreeing to 
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i; inevi this lusion: If at 
ini d inevitably to this conelusior 
7 i In my opinion they lead ine Aj i PE dpa 
the fifth on ol of our troops is to be considered as a br each i G m ith 
this tud FT SAT with anxiety to be informed at what time anc ne wW vu 
VALEAT the call of our troops without his consent, will not s D uU ach 
Sh with fm He has told us in plain terms, ‘that without a dis oar 
of aN d COUR army shall never go," and we, it seems, by the acceptance o 
à : 3 3 H et g ^ xy AT PRINT. E 
RUP Ae "o eiven it the sanction of the most solemn treaty. For my own 
his letter, have given à Eee a A o acemi had been 
t I do not scruple to declare, that if this extravag nt had m 
m 1 in all the forms, by which publie treaties are usually m nmt s 
rati E which have been observed upon the present EUR x 2 Meier E 
SM dina The reasons I have stated are alone very su 2 2 Me S 
Amm io the Sth article of General Clavering's proposition. : ac " 
REUS nost ur inst tive of my assent, that as long as we 
ever as the most urgent and instant motive e AR Ullah Counts 
fo one third of the Company’s forces to be stationed in the a wen y 
in the disposal of the Vizier, whose own troops by ule SU Se e Pd 
a "Hundred thousand men, we leave that considerab e po 5i TR gt 
"m a great measure at his mercy, and hazard the safety of the State. 
a grea 


(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 
dth November 1774. 


Fort William, the 7th November 1774. 
AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The Hon’srr WAmnEN Hasrines, Governor General, President. 
Monday. Linut, GENERAL JOHN OLAVERING. 
Ricnarpd BARWELL, Esq. 
Putte Francis, Esq. 
CoLoNEL Monson, indisposed. 
OnpEnED that it be translated and laid before the Board. 


The Governor lays before the Board two bags, one containing one hundred 
The President offers his ANd forty-six gold mohurs, the other containing three 
nuzzurs to be carried to the hundred and twenty-seven rupees of different sorts, 
Company's credit. which were presented to him in nuzzurs by different 
persons from the 1st August to the 31st October. He has not thought it proper 
to discontinue the custom but has accepted the presents on the behalf of the 
Company, meaning to deliver for their use at the end of each month the sums 
so recelved by him in the course of it, which in his opinion will be preferable 
to an abrupt rejection of such offers, which are intended by immemorial usage, 
as pledges of respect and submission, and accepted as an implied assurance of 
protection. 


He submits his intention in this respect to the judgment of the Council 
and will readily correct it, if they shall deem the subject of so much import- 
ance as to prescribe a general rule of conduct more conformable to the desi gn 
and letter of the last Act of Parliament. 


ORDERED that the money be sent to the cash and carried in account to the 


ucoved nio! he cash. Company's credit under the head of nuzzurs, and that 


whatever sums may be hereafter tendered by the Gov- 
ernor, be received and eredited in the same manner. 


The General conceiving it to be the intention of the legislature, that the 

NIC Leon prin on this, Governor General and members of the Council should 
Teceve no presents either from the Indian powers or 

any persons whatever, he has strictly complied since his arrival here, both with 
the spirit and the letter of the Act of Parliament and has accordingly returned 
all the presents which have been made to him, 


Mr. Francis’ opinion on this, Mr. Francis delivers his opinion on this subject in 
128 the following words. 
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I have not yet received nor do T intend to accept of any nazir or present 
whatsoever. The prohibition in the Act of Parliament appears to me so strict 
that I think no choice is left my own discretion. ‘This however is a point on 
which every gentleman will judge for himself, and J do not mean to impute 
the least'impropriety to any opinion that may differ from mine on this subject. 


(Sd.) P. FRANCIS. 


Fort William, the Sth November 1771. 


` AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT : 
Secret Dept. The Hox’gere Warren HasrrxGs, Governor General, President. | 
i Tuesday. Linus. GENERAL JOHN OLAVERING. . 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
Prior Francis, Esq. | 
CoroxEL Monson, indisposed. | 
The President gives in the following proposition for the consideration of 
| the Board. | 


The Governor recommends that the clause in the late instructions given fo 
| the Commander of the Army requiring him to withdraw 
| the Brigade into the Province of Oude after payment 
] or security obtained for the sums due from the Vizier, be repealed : and that a 
| discretionary power be left with the Officer who may be in the Command of 
|. the Brigade, to continue it in its station at Ramgaut until the Vizier's Gov- 
\ ernment shall be effectually established in his new acquired possessions, or 
other circumstances shall induce the Officer in Command to believe that the 
English forees may evacuate that country without exposing it to the danger 
ii of fresh hostilities. 
He begs leave to observe that at the time when the Resolution was taken 
for withdrawing the Brigade, it was supposed to be, from the last advices, in the 
| most distant extremity of the Rohillah Country, but we are since assured by 
authority that it was on the point of returning to Ramgaut, which lies within 
60 miles of the borders of the Province of Oude, in which station it will be 
| equally able to perform any service for which it may be required, as ifit was 
| „quartered within the limits of the Province of Oude, and means may be easily 
| found to induce the Vizier to give his voluntary assent to its entire retreat 
1 without much loss of time from the Rohillah Country. That country 
IH though conquered is not in a state of confirmed subjection. Fyzoollah Khan 
has submitted to the conditions imposed on him, and to acknowledge himself ; 
i the vassal of the Vizier, but he is at liberty and may again assert his preten- pP 
ia sions to the territory which has been wrested from him, if he sees no danger in 
M the attempt. His forces were ordered to be transported beyond the Ganges; 
but they still exist though disbanded, and may with ease be reassembled if it 
| should suit their former Chief to recall them, before time were allowed them ae 
| to disperse or to seek other masters. To ensure the permanent possession of 
the new acquired country, proper officers must be stationed in it by the Vizier 
to establish his Government, and regulate the collections. These ends may be 
1 effected with ease, and the danger of the revolt effectually obvinted by the 
temporary presence of that force by which the country was reduced, whereas 
the precipitate recall of the English army in opposition to the Vizier, and 
before the settlement of the country was completed, would be inevitably con- 
strued as a sure indication that the present administration of the Company dis- 
approved of the late engagements with the Vizier for the conquest of the Ro- 
hillah Country, and was resolved to withdraw its interposition from all future 
concerns in that quarter. Such a belief at this time might be the cause of a 
general revolt, and of the loss of all the advantages obtained by our arms whieh, 
whatever diversity of opinion may prevail concerning the propriety of the past 
transactions, the Governor is persuaded is very foreign from the intention of - 
every Member of the Council. He does not form these as certain, but probable 
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hey may be prevented by a temporary continuance of the 
Brigade at Ramgaut, or in any other station equally n dud ee P 
sent proteetion of the Vohillah C ount ry; as there is no possi ble serv (n i i ut 
any other part of the Vizier's dominions ; and as the proposition now sp d ed 
to the Board is entirely consistent with the instructions already given by the 
Council to the Commander of the Army, the Governor hopes it will obtain their 
eoncurrence, He wishes to take the opinion of Mr. Monson upon this occasion, 
and is willing to allow if an effect in the decision which may he passed upon the 
as that gentleman is prevented by sickness from attending at the Board, 
the majority in the resolution for withdrawing the Brigade. 
(Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


conclusions, and as t 


question, 
and joined with the 


The Secretary acquaints the Board that in consequence of the minutes of 
the members present at the Council of yesterday, which have been shown to 
Colonel Monson, at his desire, he has just sent the following minute on the 
subject, requesting that it may be recorded as his sentiments on the receiving of 
Nuzzers and presents. 

Altho’ I did not suppose it necessary to have made any declaration 

ae with regard to presents, &c., as the late Act of Parliament 
Colonel Monson's minute. ndoubtedly abolished that pernicious custom, which 
at all times would have been more honoured in the breach than the observance, 
yet as all the other Members of the Board have thought it necessary to give 
their sentiments on the subject I find myself under the necessity of stating 
i mine. 
{ Every one who looks into [the late Act must clearly understand that the 
| acceptance of all Nuzzers, presents, &c., is illegal, liable to prosecution and 
penalties. "The Nuzzers that have been tendered to me I have refused, with 
declarations of mildness and civility, nor have I observed that the not accepting 
i them has given the least disgust or uneasiness to the persons who made the 
j offer. On the contrary, I am well convinced that the people will be better 
pleased to find that justice and right is done them without giving their money, 
than paying, as they call it for “ Master's favor." It may be said the custom is 
an old one, and marks the vassallage from the sovereignty. It might have been 
so, but that can be no longer urged, as the custom is superseded by an Act of 
the legislature which should be explained to the people by the publication of 
that clause of the Act translated into the country languages. 


I therefore in obedience to the prohibition made by the Act, have refused 
and shall continue to refuse all Nuzzers, presents &c. which may be offered 


di me. 


Story? 


(Si) Gro. MONSON. 


Fort William, the 14th November 1774. 
Av A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The How'suE WARREN Hastrnes, Governor General, President. 
Monday. LiguT. GENERAL JOHN Craverine. 
Ricard BarwELL, Esq. 
Pur Prancis, Esq. 
CoroNEL G. Mowsox, indisposed. 


Mr. Francis in conformity to the intention he expressed at the last Council 
Mr. Fraveis’s opinion on OW delivers in his sentiments upon the Governor 


omes propos ofthe General's proposal to alter the instructions sent to the 


f Commander of the Army in the Rohillah Country. 


In the consideration of the Governor General's minute of the Sth instant, 
Mr. Francis’s minte. it gives me pleasure to observe that, in one respect, his 
Saye sentiments and mine are notso distant as I apprehended 
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they might be. Te does not affirm nor even intimate “that the preserving 
to the Vizier the possession of the Rohillah Country, is as much an obligation 
on the present Government, as the securing to him any other part of his domi- 
nions, and equally within the spirit of the defensive treaty, as if it had been 
specially: named therein." The Governor General urges hiis proposal on parti- 
cular motives of policy and temporary convenience, independent of any positive 
obligation that might bind us to act against our interests or opinion. This is 
the only ground on which I can consider the question; for after having had 
the honour of laying my sentiments with respect to the whole business of the 
Rohillah war, repeatedly and deliberately before the Board, Í think it cannot 
be expected of me that I should so suddenly renounce the general principles on 
which these sentiments were founded. Meeting the Governor General there- 
fore on his own principles I beg leave to say that I do not think his arguments 
conclusive. Our past advices inform us that the Brigade was to leave the ex- 
tremities of the Rohillah Country on the 15th of October before which time the 
remains of the Rohillah army would be sent across the Ganges. This measure, 
I presume, was resolved on with the consent of the Vizier. He himself therefore 
must have considered the country as completely reduced to his obedience 
and the new Government secure from any attempt in that quarter. The re- 
treat of the army to Ramgaut is a measure of his own. If the distance of sixty 
miles be all the difference between the station recommended by the Governor 
General and that to which a majority of the Board have determined at all 
events to. bring back the Brigade, 1 cannot discover any motive, even of conve- 
nicnee, for our hesitating to adopt a measure which conforms to the sentiments 
of our superiors; replaces the Company’s troops within the line prescribed to 
us by their strict and repeated injunctions ; and removes them but sixty miles 
from that station to which the Vizier himself has approved of the retiring. 

I do not understand from what premises it can be concluded that we mean 
to desert the interest of the Vizier while our army continues with him, and 
when the Commanding Officer is directed to remain in the country of Oude, if 
the Vizier should require it for the defence of any part of his ancient domi- 
nions. The absolute return of the Brigade to Dinapore is not to take place but 
upon his plain direct refusal to fulfil his engagements to the Company. Even 
with respect to the security of the new conquest, whatever the determina- 
tion of the Board on that subject may be, the mere retreat of the Brigade 
within the Frontiers of Oude cannot, in my opinion, warrant a conclusion that 
the present administration is resolved to withdraw its interposition from all 
future concerns with the Rohillah Country. The utmost that the late Govern- 
ment undertook to execute for the Vizier, has been long since completed. 
The return of the Brigade to their former situation is no more than the natural 
consequence of their having performed the service on which they were employ- 
ed; neither can their retreat, with any degree of justice, be called precipitate. 
Our first instructions to Colonel Champion were not dispatched until the 4th 
instant. In twenty days they would probably reach him. Fifteen days more 
are allowed for finishing the particular negotiation entrusted to him with the 
Vizier: and we have since extended the term prescribed, in order to make an 
allowance for the Commanding Officer's journey to Fyzabad, and for his return 
to Ramgaut, which cannot, upon the whole, make less than addition of ten 
days. The service for which the troops were engaged by Sujah Dowla was 
finally determined on the 15th of October, since on that day they return from 
Tall Daune. From that to the earliest day, on which it is possible for the army 
to begin its march in obedience to our orders, there is a space of sixty-two days 
during which he enjoys all the countenance and support that can be derived 
from the appearance of our arms in settling and establishing the (new) Gov- 
ernment of his new conquest. In this computation I state the time strictly, 
and allow all possible advantages, against my own argument. The truth is, 
that the Vizier has been in possession of the whole country since August last, 
and of the greatest part of it since April. He has consequently had all that 
time to regulate his atfairs. 

What I have had the honour of submitting to the Board is meant as a 
reply to the Governor General's arguments and not as the foundation of my 
declining to assent to his proposal. My determination to vote for the recall of 
the Brigade from the Rohillah Country is founded on motives whieh I have 
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t hitherto I find no reason to alter it. On the 
already stated EP atia that we may shortly be engaged in a war* 
contrary, as T ray in behalf of Sujah Dowla. As the country t of the Rohil- 
with the Nae Fot that of the Mahrattas, as it lies out of the Jine of their 
lalis is M VM attack will therefore probably be made upon those parts of 
Is Dominions whieh lie nearest to us (and whieh we are obliged by 
ihe vizi al tect), if not immediately upon our own provinces, I think there 
odo dt the delay of a single day beyond the term already allowed for 
dg us jus a country which we are not bound by any stipulation to defend, 
M OX um defend without neglecting QU T NE M to the 
Vizier himself and in which our own safety is Immediately cones: n : 

(Sd) P. FRANCIS. 


My Barwell agrees do Mr. Barwell agrees to the Governor's proposal for 
ER e respon altering the instruetions sent io the Commanding Officer, 
Colonel Monson to whom the Governor's Minute of 

aoe the 8th instant has been sent for his opinion sends in 


the following— 

I am extremely sensible of the indulgence shown by the Hon’ble the Gov- 
~~ ernor General in ullowing my opinion to have its con- 
sequence in the decision of a question before the Board, 
notwithstanding I am prevented by sickness attending there. I have already 
given my sentiments on the subject, and am the more stongly confirmed in 
them, as the latest advices from Colonel Champion mention that he should 
see the Rohillahs pass the river before he would march to Ramgaut. The 
Vizier therefore will be in possession of the country, and our part of the stipu- 
lation accomplished. 

The Brigade is to remain in the Province of Oude at the requisition of the 
Vizier for defensive measures. 

The Rohillah Country, a conquest made by the Vizier since the treaties of 
Mlahabad and Benaras, cannot be considered within those treaties; if the Com- 
pany are to defend that country it is a cogent reason against aiding the Vizier 
in the conquest of it, 

Colonel Champion is of opinioni that it is necessary to prepare for the re- 
ception of the Mahrattas by posting the Brigade centrically, aud putting their 
Stores, &c., in proper order. The most effectual road to prevent the inroads of 
the Mahratías is to have our force within our own provinees. I therefore 
would advise that the Brigade should return to Dinapore unless demanded by 
the Vizier for the protection of his ancient dominions. 


(Sd. G. MONSON. 


Colonel Monson's minute. 


——————— 


. The General gives his sentiments upon the same subject in the following 
minute— 5 


The Council Chamber, November 14th, 1774. 


The result of the Governor General's minute now delivered in to the 
SR minate, Board, being that the order which has been sent to 
Colonel Champion to withdraw the Brigade within a cer- 


e 1 ampion, or the Commander 
of the Army, be directed to remain at Ramgaut, where the last intelligence 


oe » till the 3 ; dala 
quite established. e new Government in the Rohillah Country be 


* Vide Ses 
pa. Champions letter of the 24th July 1774. Letter from Select Committee, to the Court of 
+ Viet Be igus, and Colonel Champion’s last instructions to Colonel Gulliez. 
Tesident's Minute of 26th November 1773 
Í Letter, 171b September 1774, 


| 
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The arguments employed by the Governor General to recommend this 
alteration in our resolutions are, first, that the Itohillas might take up arms again 
and recover their country, if our army left it; secondly, that so precipitate a 
step would persuade the Vizier that the Governor General and Council were 
not well disposed towards him; thirdly, that the Brigade not being now wanted 
within our own Provinces it might on any exigency be soon brought into the 
country of Oude, as the distance from Ramgaut to the nearest part of the 
Vizier's dominions is not more than 60 miles. 


In reply to these arguments I will beg leave to state that we are not any 
more obliged to defend the Rohillah Country for the Vizier than we were to 
conquer it for him. That I consider the verbal promise by virtue of which 
the late President engaged to march the Brigade to attack the Rohillahs as no 
treaty: it had none of the requisites of a contract; there was neither witness 
nor signature to it. But I will go further and declare that if this engage- 
ment had been provided with all the formalities of a solemn treaty, I would 
not have hesitated to have given my vote to have broken it: because firstly, 
It was an unjust war; secondly, it is exactly the law which the legislature has 
pointed out to us for our interference when it invested the Governor General 
and Council with a power of comptrolling the other Presidencies ; thirdly, the 
Directors have repeatedly prohibited the Governor and Council of the Presi- 
dency undertaking any schemes of foreign conquest, or departing from the 
absolute line of the defence of the possessions of the Company together with 
those which they are engaged to defend by the Treaty of Illahabad; fourthly, 
because the late President and Council have pledged every thing that can he 
dear to them as men, never to depart from the solemn promise they made, when 
they signed their names to the 30th paragraph of their letter to the Court of 
Directors from the Select Committee of the 10th Noyember 1772 in the fol- 
lowing words: “ In one point you may rest assured of our unanimous concur- 
rence, that no object or consideration shall either tempt or compell us, to pass 
the political line which we have laid down for our operations with the Vizier. 
We have told him and repeated that we will assist him with your force in the 
defence of his dominion against all invaders, but that we will not engage in any 
offensive war, nor suffer your army to be carried beyond the borders of his 
territory and to this resolution we will steadily adhere.” 


I might add to these four considerations, which it is to be hoped will have 
some weight with the Governor General, considering the authority with which 
some of them at least are stamped, that it is to be reasonably apprehended that 
if the powers of Indostan shall perceive that the Governor General and Council, 
in imitation of their predecessors in office, do continue to afford protection to the 
Vizier in maintaining his unjust acquisition of the Rohillah country, they will 
confederate with the remains of those unhappy people to extirpate the Vizier, 
and then attack the Company’s possessions perhaps at the different Presidencies 
at the same time. y 

` Tn regard to the interpretation which, the Governor General suggests, the 
Vizier will put on so abrupt a departure of the Brigade from the Rohillah 
Country before he has fully established his own authority in it, if the Governor 
General will be pleased to refer to dates, he will find it must be near two 
months from the day when Fyzoollah Khan capitulated to the time allowed to 
the Commander of the Army. to withdraw the Brigade into the country of Oude, 
which time will be judged more than sufficient to establish his Government in 
a ruined country, deserted by its inhabitants and protectors, without other pur- 
poses are intended, the drift of which have appeared by the opinion delivered 
by Mr. Barwell at this Board, namely, that we are equally bound to defend. his 
acquisition of the Rohillah Country against all invaders, as well as his antient 
domain. If such opinions have been transmitted to the Vizier, it is high time 
he should be undeceived for his own sake, and for our reputation. This new 
administration will not exceed, I trust, ‘he powers which have been confided 
to them by the legislature and the Hon'ble Court of Directors, whose sanction 
as yet only authorises us to comply with the stipulations of the Treaty of 


Tllahabad. e ; 
With regard to the last argument that the Brigade is not now wanted 
within the Company’s possession, and that the distance between Ramgaut and 
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ie country of Oude being so short that in case of an exi- 
E ai iy te Oodd into that country, T will remark that the 
ends , iistration 'ean only judge of. the necessity of the troops being nearer 
SNR TTA frontiers, by the correspondence that has been laid before the 
CUL by which correspondence, curtailed as it has been, it still ron that 
both the Governor General and the Commander of the Army thought that the 


i ould return upon the Ganges in the autumn. If their conjectures 
Bun ^" Rd M be very proper to be D AE Pu E 
approaching with the army nearer to the frontiers of Bahar, * E. ia x 
are at present only protected by one battallion of sepoys, m > peur p an 
invalids at Chunagur, by seven companies of Brigade SepoyS É ; Or a an 
one company of the latter at Buxar, the rest of the ay oe panne as 
low down as Burrampore, and consequently not able to pro i j 1 x 1 z o 
Bahar, in case it should be suddenly attacked by the Mahrattas, the King, or 
any other power whom we may have provoked. ; 

Tt is for this reason, as well as my desire to pay obedience to the command 
of tho Court of Directors who have enjoined that their arms should never be 
carried beyond the line they have so exactly delineated, that I hope the orders 
sent to the Commander of the Army may not be revoked. : ; 

Resolved by the majority of the Board that the paragraph in the instruc- 
tions to the Commanding Officer of the 2nd Brigade requiring him to withdraw 
the army into the Province of Oude, after the receipt of the money or security 
for it from the Vizier, do remain in force. : 


2 Fort William, the 21st November 1774. 


AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The Hon’sre Warren Hasrines, Governor General, President. 
Monday. LIEUT. GENERAL JOHN OLAVERING, 
RicHagD BARWELL, Esq. 
Purus Francis, Esq. 
CorLoNEL Mowsox, indisposed. 


Mr. Barwell begs leave to record the following Minute— 
The reply made by Mr. Francis to the Governor General’s and my objec- 
tions to the propositions of the Commander-in-Chief in its stile and substance 
is of such a nature that I reserved to myself at the time the right of animad- 
yerting upon it, when I might be at leisure without delaying the public business, 
whieh was before the Board, and more immediately the object of its deliber- 
ations. 

The whole proceedings in the business of the peremptory demand on the 
Vizier and the positive unconditional recall of the troops from his assistance, 
I must frankly confess appear to me rather in the light of a reprobation of the 
measures of the late administration than leading to any real benefit to be de- 
rived to the Company, and I think myself justified in this sentiment from the 
_ language of the minute before me, which treats the agreement with the Vizier 
for aid in the Rohilla war as a loose unguarded contract which that administra- 
tion “ unfortunately suffered the Vizier to prescribe to” them, and then submit- 
ted to with all the danger and dishonor which attended it. A contract so 
extravagant that had it even been ratified in all the forms of a public treaty 
uently public faith solemnly pledged for its performance Mr. Francis 
ud have rejected it with disdain. 1 can hardly conceive words capable of 
veying a more strong, and possibly the Court of Directors may judge more 
it, ce of the late administration than these, or a more free declaration 
mall obligations which Mr, Francis thinks he lies under to treat their 
With personal respect or public good faith. 

ace I may like 
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them.” But why orders should have less weight because they are fully 
known! with deference to Mr. Francis, I cannot understand, and I hope he 
will therefore pardon me for calling upon him for an explanation of his meaning, 
for in my humble apprehension every order receives its weight and consideration 
from the knowledge it immediately communicates, and is not disregarded in 
proportion as it becomes known. I have therefore only to remark that all 
conclusions as to the Governor General's undisguised opinions of things drawn 
from his correspondence with the Vizier are partial, and may be often mistaken. 
He must be a shallow politician indeed who, in negotiating with a foreign power, 
does not know how to conceal his real sentiments at times, and often to urge 
motives which tho’ different from the true ones are better caleulated in 
their operation to produce the effects that may be proposed. The Governor 
General’s sentiments of the Vizier and our connections with him ought only to 
be taken from his unreserved confidential communications with the Board. 

Mr. Francis is pleased to say that, whatever he may think of the Governor 
General’s opinion, he is astonished that I should declare for acting, if necessary, 
in defence of the Vizier’s late acquisitions which he thinks is contrary to sound 
policy and to the Company's orders. Ihave already given reasons for my opinion, 
and I do not flatter myself with being able to add anything of greater force to 
effect an alteration in his; however I will endeavour to remove his surprise at 
my sentiments by showing they are grounded on principles similar to his own, 
and that I think the measure I support perfectly consonant to sound policy and 
the spirit of the Company's instructions. It often happens with States that 
their situations are such that, by extending their frontier, they bring their line 
of defence to more prescribed, of course to more defined, narrow and compact 
limits ; and it is an uncontroverted maxim in politicks that natural boundaries 
are always the most secure. The territories of the Vizier before his late acqui- 
sition undoubtedly stood in that predicament towards that part of the Rohillah 
country. He had no barrier of any kind. He was not only exposed to the incur- 
sions of those people, but also to those of the Mahrattas who, either by force or 
agreement, were sure to obtain from the Rohillahs a passage thro’ their 
country to attack him, and we consequently were subject from the same cause 
to be annually called out in his defence. This is not mere speculation, for two 
successive years previous to the Treaty of Benares, were we in the field to pro- 
tect him from that quarter, and that upon the old stipulation of Rs. 1,15,000 
per month for our whole expences. The Vizier endeavoured to form an alliance 
with these people to obviate, if possible, the danger from their hostile enter- 
prises ; they entered into a treaty with him, broke it afterwards and call'd in 
his enemies to protect them. In this situation who can deny that it was the 
soundest policy in the Vizier to attempt their reduction ?—how far it was similar 
policy in us to assist him is another question; but it appears to me that if the 
tranquillity and security of the Vizier's dominions be the object of our alliance 
with him, we cannot more effectually secure that object than by aiding to re- 
move a constant cause of uneasiness and disturbance to him, and procure for 
him natural barriers to his dominions on the quarter where they were most ex- 
posed. ‘That the country in question affords this barrier is certain ; it shelters 
him absolutely to the north by the Thibet mountains, and to the south and 
west by the Ganges, a river hazardous at all times.foran enemy to cross. That 
it was on these ideas the Rohilla expedition was undertaken appears manifestly 
from the records of the Council and Select Committee, where that country is 
always mentioned standing in the predicament here defined, and in effect its 
defence against the Mahrattas was taken up on these very grounds two years 
past without any particular stipulations for the service or contract for 40 lakhs 
on its success. 3 

T trust I have sufficiently explained to the Board, and particularly to Mr. 
Francis, who is surprised at my declaring for the defence of the Rohilla country, 
the motives upon which I ground my opinion. I think I have clearly shown it 
was sound policy in the late Board to undertake the expedition, that the defence 
and security of the Vizier’s dominions rendered it eligible, that it had received 
mature consideration before it came recommended from the Chair, and that if 
what I have already pointed out are the objects of our alliance with the Vizier 
often approved of by the Company, the late administration could not have 
acted more conformably to their interests and intentions. 
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Much notice has been taken in the course of our debates on DRM Fd 
the ex pression in the Vizier's letter of his right to retain and dismiss the Brigado 
I I dg the master in these points and without my leave never never shall it 
depart ? andit has been held forth as dictating in the most imperious manner his 
SENAP to the Council, but these Asiatic expressions will not alter the nature 
of the transaction with those who know the fact, that the terms were dictated 
by tho Board and meant to convey to his mind that if he acquieseed to the pro- 
positions made the aid to be granted should be effectual ; and yet such noe the 
advantages asked for the Company that even with this assurance of sdlid and 
effectual support, the Board did not flatter themselves he would nay e consented, 
but doubted, so hard were the conditions, his acceptance of the ter ms proffered. 
Further, I conceive the expression alluded to, as referring only to the condition 
of retaining at all times a brigade of our troops for the defence of his dominions 
when he shall require it, and continue to pay the subsidy stipulated by the Treaty 
of Banares. The very nature of all such compacts, are that the party requiring 
defensive aid shall be the sole judge of the necessity of 
demanding it and shall retain it while he thinks the necessity lasts, without 
however precluding the other party from recalling it to its own defence or on 
other exigences; the contract is mutual and the conditions so intimately tyed 
together that they necessarily and consequently stand or fall to the ground at 
the same time: while you retain, you pay ; when you recall, the pay ceases. On 
such terms I confess I wish the Vizier may always retain a brigade of our 
troops; it would ease the Company of the heavy burthen of one-third of their 
whole army, and at the same time preserve it equally ready for their service, 
whenever the urgency of their own affairs should oblige them to recall it. 

On the whole, I have objected to the late measures not only on the general 
grounds but as to the mode of proceeding. At the time the General laid his pro- 
posal before the Board, we had accounts of a proposal pending for finishing 
the war entirely; we were informed that the negotiations with the Vizier for the 
payment of the sums due from him were in good train, and we were in hourly 
expectations of hearing something more definitive on these heads. Yet in 
this situation, without taking time to enquire fully into the origin and nature 
of our engagements with the Vizier, without even reading the correspondence 
with Mr, Middleton, which had been called for and were then laying on the 
table unopened, we enter into resolutions which either precipitate or counteract 
all the former measures. We call away the Resident from the Vizier’s Court, a 
measure always bearing an hostile aspect, and we order Colonel Champion 
or whoever should by chance have the chief command, without regard either 
to his talents or his temper, to demand with the brigade at his back imme- 
diate payment of the Vizier or to withdraw from him, leaving him with his 
new conquests and old dominions to defend themselves. The natural tendency 
of these steps is a public disapprobation of past measures and a publication to 
the world of the censure they fix on the late administration ; they may give rise to 
jealousy in the mind of the Vizier and create fears of hostile intentions towards 
him, and consequently induce him to attempt evading or protracting the full- 
filling his engagements, untill he shall be convinced how we mean to act with 
regard to ours, to endanger the loss of the new conquests and to encourage the 
invasion of his ancient territorities from the notion that we had withdrawn our 
protection from him, and consequently to involve us in new difficulties whether 
we abide by our..,.. treaties to defend him or remain spectators while he may be 
crush'd. Happily I think part of the mischief will be prevented by the reduc- 
tion of the country being entirely completed and the payments in a great mea- 
sure made before these orders could arrive, but still I apprehend enough of bad 


and paying for such de 


effects, and once more declare my total dissent to the opinions of the majority ` 


of the Board. 
(Sd.) R. BARWELL. 


Mr. Francis al 


Me pea 80 begs leave to enter the following CH ENSIS in reply to 


Mr. Francis in ai 
3 $ order to remove ever ssible doubt from Mr. Barwell’s . 
" mind concerning the force a PY Sad HB 


136 nd intention of his observations on the political 
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measures of the late administration, desires leave to observe, that he did un- 
doubtedly mean to assert a strong disapprobation of those measures, and that 
the terms, in which he has expressed himself, are mild and moderate in 
comparison of what he really thinks of their conduct. At all events he con- 
siders it as his strict right to give his opinion freely in Council declaring at the 
same time that he meant no personal offence to any man. If this were a con- 
test about words, and if ¿hings of the greatest moment were not at stake, Mr. 
Francis would wish to recall Mr. Barwell’s attention to the studied courtesy and 
respect, with which Mr. Francis ventured to express a difference from him in 
matter of opinion. 


With regard to that point on which Mr. Barwell is pleased to call on Mr. 
Francis for an explanation, he tvillingly gives it to him in the following 
terms. 

* It was to his purpose to show that the late Council had acted in diame- 
trical opposition to the orders and sentiments of the Court of Directors. It did 
not however necessarily follow, that they were al? aware that they were doing 
so. lle therefore hoped that the consideration of those orders might still have 
great weight with Mr. Barwell, though he could not expect that they should 
have so much weight with the Governor General, who had: confessed to Suja 
Dowla, that he was acting against the péremptory orders of his superiors.” 

For what reasons the Governor should make such a declaration to the 
Vizier, would form a separate question. Having once made it, and having 
really acted up to his declaration, he is precluded from the possibility of recon- 
ciling his conduct with the letter or spirit of his instructions from home. In 
strict consistency of reasoning, the Governor General is bound to avow that he 
acted upon such principles of policy or evident necessity as, in his judgment, 
superseded the consideration of any orders from the Court of Directors. 


(SQ) P. FRANCIS. 


Fort William, the 8th December 1774. 
| AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT : 


Secret Dept. The Hox’sie Warren Hastines, Governor General, President. 
Monday. LIEUT. GENERAL JOHN OravERING. 

The Hox'sng GEORGE Monson. 

RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 

Pu Francis, Esq. 


The Governor General also delivers in the following copy of his address to the Court of Direc- 
: tors and his Minute transmitted to them by the British King— 


To the Hon’ble the Court of Directors for affairs of the Hon’ble the United Company of 
: Merchants of England trading to the East Indies. 


1 Fort William, 3rd December 1774. 


Hox’ sie Strs,—The accompanying sheets were originally begun in the 
form in which they now appear of a regular Minute, intended for a record on 
the consultations but to be transmitted also as a number in the packet by the 
ship now under despatch, for your immediate perusal. But understanding since 
that the members composing the majority of the Council have drawn up a 
similar appeal in a letter to your Hon'ble Court, I consider it my duty to ad- 
dress you in the same form with the proposed Minute as an enclosure, earnestly 
recommending it to your attention. i 

Tn these papers I have confined myself to the subject on which they srere 
expressly written, namely the justification of the late campaign, and the exa- 
mination of the Acts of the new Council. Not having yet seen their letter, I 
cannot reply particularly to any other charge whieh it may contain. YetI 
will beg leave to offer a few necessary remarks upon the state of your collec- 


tions, treasury and expenses, as these are points on which the enquiries of the 
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the majority, unless conducted with great care, may have misled 
which it may be of very material consequence to me to prevent any 
hich their representations may make, in default of more authentic 


gentlemen of 
them, and of 
impreso w 
inf ation. Y 
PUn the colleetions should be less than they were some years ago, 18 a 
unavoidable consequence of the loss of inhabitants which this country sustaine l 
in the dreadful calamity of the year 1770. It must still be the case in spite o 
every effort we may make; but the circumstances of this and the other causes 
which have contributed to the reduction of the revenue (partieularly the x 
ticipation of it in the sali districts) have been so often Tonge upon H t > 
See tho following general letters: — letters from the late Administr ation, that I willno 
3rd November 1772, paragraphs 7, trouble you with'a repetition. The actual receipts 
y neo xis paragraph 6, Of lust year (the Bengal year 1180) do however ex- 
25th February 1773, paragraphs ceed those of the preceding year by three lakhs of 
29, 30, 31, 32, 33, n. he rupees, exclusive of the profit on the salt trade, 
3 Muay i ee ORIS quite a new fund, and has amounted in- 
E DANT 1773, paragraphs dependently p the Que sem dee MS. 
dipende s fifiy-eieht thousand, two hundred and fourteen 
jd A np. (lica Rs. 10,58,214), and the very voluminous 
roceedings of the Revenue Council will evince how much of our time and 
attention has been engaged by this branch of your affairs. 

The estimates transmitted you by the resolution which show a saving of 
twenty-two lakhs, ninety-five thousand, seven hundred and seventeen current 
rupees (22,95,717 Ct. Rs.) in the civil expenses, and of twenty-four lakhs, forty- 
three thousand, one hundred and nineteen current rupees (24,438,119 Ct. Rs.) in 
the military, and our proceedings in the Board of Inspection which I beg leave 
to recommend to your observation, will satisfy you that our best endeavours 
have been exerted to establish the system of economy and method which you 
have so repeatedly enjoined ; and as the strongest proof of the success of these 
our endeavours and of the prosperity of your affairs, I submit to your consider- 
ation the following short sketch of our present resources compared with our 
situation a twelve month ago. 

At the end of August 1773 our bond debt amounted to current rupees 
one hundred and twenty-five lacs, fifty-five thousand, six hundred and seven 
Ct. Rs. 1,25,55,697) and the temporary loan, which we had with difficulty 
raised, was barely sufficient to supply our present expences. The debt is now 
reduced to current rupees one hundred and ten lacs, seventy-two thousand, 
seven hundred and twenty-four (Ct. Rs. 1,10,72,724). Provision has been 
made for a much larger investment than was procured last year. Seventy lacs 
of rupees are to be received from the Vizier, of which the greatest part is now 
in course of payment; and although we avoided drawing any bills upon you 
Jast season and have strictly confined ourselves this season to the sum limited 
by your orders, there is at this time a balance of current rupees eighty lacs, 
forty-nine thousand, eight hundred and six (Ct. Rs. 80,49,806) actually lying 
in our treasuries, as particularized in the enclosed account. 


I do not expect that the services on which your military forces have been 
. employed (excepting in the single instance of the Rohilla war) will be made 
an article against me, yet I will not leave this subject unnoticed. 

— Every military expedition undertaken during the period in which I lately 

. presided in the administration, has been concerted for services of solid utility, 

ET lated for precise termination. 


a paign hi s been ended with ihe most complete success in eight 
ive of its political effects, has added many lakhs to your 


erable services in which detachments of your forces 


cial end has been carefully attended to, regular 
ily pursued by Captain Carnac’s operations 


| 
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at Ramgur, that country has been brought into subjection, and a consider- 
able addition of revenue acquired. By the battalion employed in the Jungle- 
terry, a tract of country which was considered as inaccessible and unknown 
and only served as a receptacle to robbers, has been reduced to Government, 
the inhabitants civilized, and not only the reduction of the revenues, which 
was occasioned by their ravages, prevented, but som» revenue yielded from this 
country itself, which a prosecution of the same measures will improve. 

The Cooch Behar expedition produced its full effects in the settlement of 
that country ; and even the detachments employed against the Senearries com- 
pletely answered the intention for which they were ordered. 

Whatever errors may have fallen to the share of the late administration, 
I trust that they will not be found'in points of real magnitude. As to those 
which may appear in measures of little moment, such are unavoidable ; they 
are necessary to a government so constituted, and crowded with objects so vari- 
ous, as this has been; the first principle of which is despatch: and our records 
are the best evidences of the regard we have paid to this principle. On these 
two I shall rest for proof that it will not be my fault if our future records shall 
present you with minutes of controversy—protests, charges and recriminations— 
instead of the rapid progression of business, and cordial attention to your inter- 
ests, even in the anticipation of your commands, which it was my happiness 
to experience in the labours of the gentlemen who were formerly united with 
me in the charge of your affairs. 

Painful as my situation is likely to prove and unsuitable to my disposi- 
tion, it is my determined resolution to retain the place which your favour ori- 
ginally assigned me and the legislation has since so honorably confirmed, till 
your justice shall decide between me and my opponents. My only resources 
are in the knowledge, however imperfect, which a long and local practice in 
the affairs of this Presidency may have furnished me, and of which the gentle- 
men of the majority, even for their own sakes, will not deny me the applica- 
tion, and the experience and abilities of Mr. Barwell, whose support I thank- 
fully acknowledge with the more pleasure as I esteem it to proceed more from 
a, just conviction of the propriety of my conduct than personal attachment. 


I beg leave in all submission to observe that this is not a case to which 
palliatives can be applied. The legislature has enacted that a Council consist- 
ing of five members should form a general administration for your affairs in 
Bengal, and for your political interests in all India. By the manner in which 
the Parliament thought proper to express the office of Governor General as 
distinct from the Council, as well as by universal usage, some peculiar power 
and responsibility seemed tacitly reserved for him above the other members 
of the Council; but if it shall appear to you that his authority, as the executive 
and ostensible instrument of your Government, has been overpowered, and that 
a majority consisting of three members of, the Council has been formed, not by 
an accidental variation in opinion, but by a decided and permanent combina. 
tion against the other two, it will necessarily follow that the intentions of 
the Parliament have been frustrated, and the Council in effect made to consist 
of three members instead of five, and that therefore nothing but a decisive 
remedy can restore that harmony to the Government which is irrecoverably lost 
to the parts of which the present is composed, and save your property and the 
national interests in these Provinces from anarchy and ruin. s 

I will not quit the ground which I stand on in this address, to appeal to 
the large portion of my life spent in your service, nor to the important trusts 
in which it was my lot to be employed from the earliest period of it. I rest 
‘my cause solely on the measures which have drawn me into my present vindi- 
cation ; I adopted them for your benefit and for the national honor, and I know 
they have been productive of both to the utmost reach of my wishes. Relying 
on your justice and on the consciousness of my own integrity, I shall wait with 
patience for your determination on the subject of this address, nor shall my care 
be wanting to prevent your affairs from suffering in the long interval which 
must be unavoidably left to disorder. HEC. 

If you should judge me fit to be continued in the chief direction of your 
affairs, L have already said, and I yet repeat, that Iam willing and desirous to 
devote what remains of the active season of my life to your service. But allow 
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s, to hope that I may be furnished with means equal to the 


able Sii ; CUM. 
mo, Honor and must be annexed to the first station whosoever 


responsibility, which ought 
it. | 

s ee the contrary it shall be decreed, either by your Honorable yee or F, 

by yet higher authority, that T shall yield my place to any other, i zlip l Rl T | 

mit without a murmur to the sentence; nor shall the severity of it QE | 

lose the sense of gratitude which I feel and owe to the obligations already ae 

upon me, although it will be impossible for me to forego the conscious pi e oF 

haying, even in the most obnoxious instances of my public conduct, mani ou 

that principle by an undeviating attachment to the BASICS of the Company, 

which I have ever regarded as the interests of my country. 


I have the honor to be with the greatest respect, F 


Fort WILLIAM, Hon’ble Sirs, &c., &e., &e., 
The 3rd December 1774. (Sd.) WARREN HASTINGS. 


I have purposely deferred the reply which I have recorded my intention 
> to make to the minutes entered by the General and 
The Governor General's d 5 + as 
Minute to the Court of Di. Mr. Francis in consultation of the third instant, because 
rectors, I foresaw that in the justification of my own conduct, 
from the severe censures which were cast upon it in those minutes, and in the 
opinion which it was incumhent upon me to express of the conduct of the 
majority of the Board which was the immediate object of them, I should be 
Jed into so long a train of arguments and facts, as would require more time to 
select and arrange them, than I could bestow in the daily pressure of current 
business. I have yet a stronger impulse for suspending so disagrecable a task, 
in the hope with which I was willing to flatter myself that some way of ac- 
commodation might still be found before the close of the packet to remove the 
necessity of entering on a subject, which, in whatever form it might appear, 
must set my conduct and that of the other members of the Council before the 
Hon’ble Court of Directors in a point of view so alarming as to require their 
most peremptory decision between us, and must of course stop up every avenue 
to a future cordiality. Faint as this hope was, I continued to indulge it while a 
possibility remained of its being accomplished. I now proceed, with whatever 
reluctance, to the last resource which is left me, an appeal to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors, on whose justice I throw myself for the vindication of my own 
conduct, and of the measures of the late administration, against the reproaches 1 
which have been cast upon them, and for the reparation of the violence, 
which has been offered to the authority committed to me by the Parliament of 
"d Great Britain, in the late acts of the majority of the Council. 

Mr. Barwell's obseryation on Mr. Francis's minute being a sufficient re- i 
futation of the arguments contained both in that and the General’s, I shall | 
decline replying in form to either; but as the-Rohilla war has been the declared 
source of the most violent measures adopted by tke majority of the Council, I | 
shall briefly recapitulate the grounds and objects of that enterprise, and then 4 
proceed to answer the various arguments which have been urged in condemna- z 
tion of it. i 

In the beginning of the year 1772, the Mahrattas invaded the country of i 
the Rohillas which, after a short but ineffectual opposition at Sukkertoll, was | 
left at large exposed to their ravages. The Vizier alarmed at their approach to | 
the only part of his dominions which was easily accessible by such an enemy, | 
applied with such earnestness to Sir Robert Barker, who was at that time with | 
him, for the assistance of an English force, and the General thought the neces- 
sity so urgent, that of his own authority he sent orders to the first brigade, 
which was stationed at Dinapore, to march instantly into the Province of Oude, 
The Board peeeporing this irregular proceeding refused their confirmation of 
it, and the’ brigade haying reach’d the length of Benares remain’d there till | 
the beginning of June and then returned to its former station. The Vizier avail- 
ing himself of this movement offered his protection to the Rohillas and entered 
into a general treaty of alliance with the chiefs of that nation, and a separate 
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one with Hafiz Rahmut Khan their principal, who, in their name and with their 
authority, engaged to pay him 40 lakhs of rupees for that support, whenever 
the Mahrattas evacuated the country. "Translations of both treaties are record- 
ed at length in the consultation of the 23rd of July 1772, and the original of 
the latter is in the actual possession of the Secretary, attested by General Barker, 
who was present at the ratification of both. 

On the approach of the rainy season, the Mahrattas evacuated the country, 


and the Vizier demanded the stipulated recompense from the Rohillas, but they 
evaded the payment. 


In the latter end of 1772, the Mahrattas having extorted from the King 
a grant of the districts of Korah and Kurrah which had been ceded to him by 
the Company for the express purpose of maintaining his dignity, were prepar- 
ing to take possession, and as this acquisition would have made them masters 
ol the whole tract of country lying between the rivers Ganges and Jumnah, and 
bordering upon the Province of Oude, the Vizier again applied for assistance 
to repell such dangerous neighbours. 


The proceedings of the late Council in their Secret Department of the 1st 
of February 1773, treat this subject very largely, and show how much they con- 
sidered not only the safety of the Vizier, but even of the Company's possessions 
to be endangered by this formidable encroachment of the Mahratta State. It 
was ultimately concluded, to comply with the requisition of the Vizier, by 
sending the first brigade for the protection of his dominions against any attempt 
which the Mahrattas might make on them, and also determined to prevent 
their design on Korah, by taking prior possession for the Company, who had 
certainly the best title to it when the King could no longer keep it. It was 
not to be supposed the Mahrattas would submit quietly to the loss of a territory 
which they had used the most perfidious means to obtain, and every precaution 
was therefore necessary to guard against their efforts to recover it. The Com- 
pany’s orders of the 28th August 1771 expressly allowed the necessity of de- 
parting, on some occasions, from the limited plan which they had for a long 
time past enjoined, and in consequence the Rohilla country north of the 
Ganges was included within the line of action prescribed to the General in his 


instructions, because if the Mahrattas, either by the defeat, or, which was as 


likely to happen, by the desertion of the Rohillas to their cause, should gain a 
footing in that country, nothing could oppose their entering into the Province 
of Oude and laying it waste, in spite of any attempts of our forces to prevent 
them. The map which accompanies this will demonstrate this truth, more 
powerfully than any verbal argument. 

It was not to be supposed that the Mahrattas whose ambition for some 
years past had aspired to universal conquest, and who had extended their arms 
from the center of the Balaghaut to the northern extremity of Indostan, should 
sit down contented when they had added the Duab, Korah and Illahabad to 
their dominions. On the contrary, there was every reason to apprehend, and it 
was publickly reported in their own camp, that they would next carry their 
operations into the country of the Vizier, and even into the Company's own 


possessions. Mo 

On the grounds which I have described, it was agreed to maintain the 
Province of Korah against the Mahrattas and afterwards to extend our arms 
beyond the prescribed line of the dominions of our ally into the. Rohilla coun- 
trv, by a discretional latitude allowed the General as above mentioned, which he 
accordingly made use of by marching the brigade as far as Ramgaut, and we 
have the strongest reason to believe that it was attended with every immediate 
advantage which we had projected f rom such a measure, as the se a 
during the whole campaign of 1773 in the nce e our anna Dus 
without daring either to eross the river or to approach the bord ers of Korah; 
and before the setting in of the rains of that year, their domestic troubles 
obliged them to return into their own proper dominions. 


the resolution to enter the Rohilla country for its defence against the 
Aet. Court of Direetors were first advised in the general letter by the 
Resolution of the 31st of: March 1773, which arrived in England long before the 


departure of the transports. 
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The effectual protection thus afiorded the Rohillas, and the Cepareuce of the 
3 VOS Gr established beyond all contest the right of the V iziei to the 
Mahrattas, vae v Een stipulated for this important service, and which by the 
40 lakhs DT UNUS were really due the preceding vear, on the retreat of 
terms ol Mus ee thei country, he demanded payment of Hafiz Rahmut Khan 
the ee ho Vizier also accused him of having secretly encouraged 
mun i used i d sent them a supply of money, and, if I mistake not, General 
the kk E NU koo of his letters mentions the same circumstance. 
e ae Meta mas coinciding with the principles of sound policy, which 
ane ae K l e Vizier the necessity of securing himself against the perfidy and 
dictated ES m molles who from their situation were most eapable of hurting 
WW contests with more powerful enemies, and sal aod zamal weak- 
ness and the jealousy inseparable from. it, NER ere de XE SCR 
in fomenting or joining in attempts against him, us aor = ae aa ol i 
vadine and reducing their country. As his own pens ET B en qal x suc i 
an undertaking, he solicited the aid of this Goy ermen S ec ing it, anc 
made an offer of 50 lakhs of rupees to be paid on its accomp siment ; 
As this proposal was urged in the warmest terms, poe in nae to Sir 
Robert Barker and in his letters to me, and this had long Trn D n pro- 
ject of the Vizier, the Board judged with me, that it mig a afford a fair occa: 
sion to urge the improvement of our alliance, by AA d oe wa Te 
eguitable compensation for the expence attending the aid which De Occasiona ly 
received from our forces, and to free the Company from the em varrassment to 
which they might be subjected by retaining the property and possession of the 
remote districts of Korah and lllahabad.. , For this purpose it was agreed that 
I should write the following letter to the Vizier yich I na leave to quote ab 
large, because it fixes the source of these o o Peg pu 
progressive train of measures and terminated in the Xohilla war, and wi 
mark at least that this was not the effect either of a precipitate and unweighed 
resolution or a tame acquiesence in the Vizier’s schemes of ambition, but the 
result of long deliberation originally devised and consistently employed as an 
instrument of promoting the interests of the Company of perpetuating the de- 
pendance of their ally, and converting it to the channel of solid utility. 


Fort William, 21st April 1872. 


“J have received Your Excellency's letter mentioning the particulars of 
your operations against the Mahrattas. Yon promise to the General that when- 
ever the Mahrattas should be driven out of the Rohilla country and Hafiz 
Rahmut Khan shall fulfill his agreement of 40 lakhs of rupees, you will give 
half that sum to the Company, and that should the Rohilla Chiefs be euilty of 
a breach of their agreement and we thoroughly exterminate them and settle 
Your Excellency in the country, you will in that case pay the Company 50 lakhs 
of rupees in ready money, and exempt them from the King’s tribute. Upon the 
same subject the General has also written to me fully. - Every circumstance 
which you bave written to me I consider as a proof of the cordial attachment 
which subsists between us, and of the confidence and reliance which you place 
in the friendship of the English Company ; but the points which you have pro- 
posed require much consideration, and the previous ratification of a formal 
agreement, before I can assent to them, otherwise I may incur the displeasure 
of my employers. 

“It is true that I have long thought that the union of the Rohilla country 
with yours, either by a sure and permanent obligation of friendship, or by re- 
dueing it to obedience, if they should render such an attem pt justifiable by an 
act of enmity or treachery, would be an advisable point for you to attain, be- 
cause by that means the defensive line of your dominions would be completed, 
by including within it all the land lying on that side of the river Ganges, and 
you would be in no danger from an attack on that quarter, whenever the 
Mahrattas should commit disturbances in another. 


St But it appears to me that this is an‘object not to be obtained by an oc- 
casional view of that country, and its distance from the province of Bengal will 
not admit of the continuance of the English forces longer than the period which 
remains of dry weather. You will please to remember they were sent for your 
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assistance, and to detend the provinee of Korah aeninst the Mahrattas. Thus 
far only I am authorized by the commands of my superiors to employ them 
| beyond the lignits oF their own possessions, and even this is the cause of à heavy 
j loss and risk to their alfairs, especially in the expenee of their troops and stores, 
and pos D aeree of so great à part of their force, which was originally des- 
ele is t (cue ; M Ee of the countries dependant on Bengal. You have 
frequently repeated in your letters the remark, ‘that to wait till the enemy was 
at your door, and then to write for the assistance of our forces, could answer 
T a Done buf that every year the same cause would require their return 
ite eal eN cud nior etfecting any purpose of real advantage.’ 
2 3 , 1t proceeds from the want of proper measures 
having been previously taken, and from the imperfect footing on which affairs 
between us have been established, S E 
NES The concern which the Company takes in your safety, and the duties of 
friendship which their commands and our own inclinations equally enjoin us to 
observe inviolably to their ailies, and especially one so closely united by an 
approved. attachment to them, would not suffer us to withhold our aid when 
your affairs require it. But it has always been with reluctance that we have 
suffered the army to pass the frontiers of our own country, because the loss and 
inconvenience attending it was certain, and altho’ joined with your forces, there 
is no cause to fear the móst powerful efforts of our enemies, yet the events of 
war are at the disposal of the Almighty, and the only fruits which the most 
splendid successes can afford us, are the reputation of having retained the faith 
of our i in opposition to every incentive of self-interest and self-defence. 
‘ 2 

“Thus circumstanced, we are precluded from deriving any benefit from 
your support, and ours can only afford you a relief from present danger, with- 
out any provision of future security. For these reasons [ have often wished 
for a personal interview with you, for the purpose of removing difficulties 
and perpetuating the alliance with Your Excellency on terms more suit- 
able to our mutual interests: Your Excellency also hath repeatedly expressed 
the same inclination, I therefore write, that if your affairs will at this season 
admit of your giving me a meeting, I will hasten to obtain it as soon as I am 
able, after the receipt of your letter in reply to this; if otherwise, I must wait 
for it at some more distant period, as the affairs of this Government will indis- 
pensably require my presence at this place after three or four months, and itis - 
uncertain when I shall again have an interval of leisure for such a journey. 

* In the meantime Your Excellency and the General are at a great distance 
from the Province of Korah, and as the affairs of that Province require the 
presence of a person on the behalf of the Company to regulate and take charge 
of it, until it shall be hereafter determined in what manner it shall be finally 
disposed of, I have judged it advisable to depute Mr. James Lawrell, a gentle- 


man of the Council of Calcutta, on this service, and he will set out accordingly 
in a few days, which I hope you will approve.” " 


The allurement thus held out to the Vizier succeeded. He proposed in reply 

a meeting with me at Benares, which took place accordingly. I found him still 

equally bent on the design of reducing the Rohillas, which I encouraged, as I 

had before done, by dwelling on the advantages which he would derive from its 

E success, but objecting with great force the orders of the Company restricting 

us from such remote schemes of conquest, to which therefore I could not assent 

without such conditions obtained in return for it as might obviate their dis- 
pleasure and win their sanction to so liazardous and unauthorized a measure. 


I fear not to quote these expressions, addressing myself to fair and un- 
biass'd judges who will not infer my real sentiments from the style and argu- 
ments of a political negotiation. 

I told him that the Company had drawn themselves into fresh distress by 
the enormous load of their military expences; one entire brigade being kept y 
up for the sole purpose of maintaining a connection with him, since it was use- 
less and, unnecessary to the protection of our own provinces, that if he wished 
therefore to avil himself of our aid, either in preventing or even in repelling 
the designs of his enemies, he must first agree to bear a more equal share of the 
burthen of the expence by paying the whole eharge of the forees lent him 
this service while they were so employed. To this, after much conten on, | 
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assented, and the sum of 2,10,000 rupees, which the General computed to be the | 
amount of the expence, was fixed as the monthly subsidy to be pay'd for the | 
brigade, when it should pass the borders of the Province ot Bahar on his requi- 
sition, Having obtained this point, whieh I considered in the light of a perpe- 
tual military fund, I easily. yielded my assent to the Rohilla plan, on the 
stipulation of 40 lakhs for its accomplishment, 10 lakhs being deducted from 
his first offer on account of the difference which had taken place in the sub- 
sidy. 
This agreement was no sooner made than he suddenly repented, desired to 
decline the war with the Rohillas, till a more favourable conjunction when he 
should be less embarrassed by other engagements, agreeing however to the 

monthly subsidy whenever his future occasions should oblige him to require 

the aid of our forces. Thus the Rohilla plan remained rather suspended than 

wholly abandoned, although it was left optional in our Government to reject or 

assent to it on a future occasion. Messrs. Lawre]l and Vansittart, who were 

with me at the time, and to whom I made a daily communication in writing 

of the substance of every conversation which passed between the Vizier and | 
myself, will vouch for the literal truth of this narrative, as corresponding with i 
what I then, repeated to them, and I believe it will appear from it, that al- 
though I had not engaged the Government by any express obligation to comply 
with any future applieation of the Vizier to support his pretentions on the 
Rohillas, yet as the most essential article of the Treaty had originated from this 
design, and had been yielded to in consideration of my agreement to engage in 
it, it would have been dishonourable to decline the undertaking, when proposed 
under circumstances as favourable to its success, and to the general interests of 
the Company, as they were when I first offered to engage in it. 


Soon after my return to Calcutta the Vizier renew'd the proposal for in- 
vading the Rohillas, and repeated his desire of engaging in it on the conditions 
before agreed on. A variety of arguments concurr'd to favour it at this parti- 
cular time; none to oppose it. The Mahrattas were so much occupied by their 
own dissensions that they could not even defend their own possessions in the 
Duab, much less were they likely to interrupt our operations against the Rohil- 
las, The King had no means of interference, but by his General Nudjuf Khan, | 
for whose attachment we had stronger security in his interest and his fear of 
his rival Abdulahed Khan, than his master had in his allegiance. ‘The Rohillas 
were too weak to resist so powerful an attack, and as their country was open and 
undefended, either by defiles, woods or fortresses, and in its greatest extent did 
not exceed 200 miles, its entire subjection did not require any length of time. 

To these inducements, which apply only to the success of the undertaking, | 
other motives equally powerfully engaged our attention to it, as a measure 4 
necessary to the interests and safety of the Company. B 

All our advices both public and private, represented the distresses of the 
Company at home asextreme. The letters from the Court of Directors called 
upon us most loudly for ample remittances and a reduction of our military ex- 
penees ; at the same time such was the state of affairs in this Government that 
for many years past the income of the year was found inadequate to its ex- 
aoe to defray which a heavy bond debt, amounting at one time to a hundred 
m M RUNE E of Nr had accumulated. ‘The Board bestowed much 
mE el de EN e ment of their expences, but much remained yet 
i HAM p AUN which they had already formed required time 
Reve chine 7 ps Ld 8. E allowing the Vizier the military aid which 
Sed cdidurne is te A foe eed of our military expences would be 
v stp M aber 3 such a service; the stipulation of 40 lakhs would 
The Vizier ae he : 7 is our treasury and to the Currency of the country. 
would be Mta det un a troublesome neighbour, and his dominions 
E Lopes oomule i ae €, while his alliance with the Company sub- 
totes and his d ME tely shut in between the river Ganges and the Moun- 

; ependance on the Company would be increased by that extension 


of his possessions i : 
,as he himself was incapable of defendi i : ERES 
E x: e e of defending even his ancient 
possessions without our support. » E 


For a more ample discussi | 
Cees ue ussion of these areuments, I beg leave to refer to the | 
E in the Secret Department of the 26th November 1773, in which it | 
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was concluded after a long debate to consent to the Vizier’s requisition. As 
a precaution against any effects which were to be apprehended from the Vizier’s 
irvesolution, the conditions originally accepted for this engagement were die- 
tated to him in the form of a letter to be written by him, in which a clause was 
inserted that whether the country was conquer'd or a peace concluded between 
him and the enemy, the stipulation for the payment of the 40 lakhs should be- 
come equally due. Of this engagement I shall Speak more hereafter. 

On the 24th February 1774 the brigade arrived within the territory of 
the Vizier, on the 17th of April the united forces entered the borders of the 
Rohilla dominions, and on the 23rd of the same month engaged and defeated 
the Rohillas with the death of their leader Hafiz Rahmut Khan. From that 
period the conquest of that country may be dated, no material opposition 
having been since made. 

On the 6th of Oetober the war was finally concluded by the treaty with 
Fyzoollah Khan, 15 lakhs of rupees which he engaged to pay to the Vizier in 
ready money, were to be immediately appropriated to the payment of part of 
the stipulation of 40 lakhs due from the Vizier to the Company, and we are 
informed that the Vizier is returned with expedition to Fyzabad for the express 
purpose of discharging the remainder. The subsidy had been punctually paid 
to the end of September by the last advices received on that subject from Colo- 
nel Champion, dated the 24th of October. 

I now proceed to answer the objections which have been urged against the 
propriety of this undertaking. These may be reduced to the following heads— 

1s¢t.—That it was contrary to the express peremptory and repeated orders 

of the Company. 

2nd.—That it was contrary to the repeated declarations and promises of the 

Board. 

3rd.—That it was unjust. 

4th.—That it exposed the Company to the hazard of an indefinite or an 

endless war. 

5th.—That it might have involved the Company in a war with the Mah- 

rattas, and may still draw on us their future resentment. 


6th.—That by a removal of the third part of the whole military establishment 
to so great a distance, our own Provinces were exposed to danger. 
7th.—That by aggrandizing the Vizier it might render him a dangerous 
neighbour, and deprive the Company of the benefits of his alliance. 
8/h.—That it was resolved on precipitately without a formal treaty; the 
conditions of it appearing only in a letter from the Vizier, where 
they are loosely expressed and liable to evasion. 
9th.—That the conditions which the Vizier expresses that the brigade 
should never depart without his permission, was an instance of 
arrogance in him and of an unbecoming submission in the late 
Administration, and might prove the cause of their being detained 
for ever. 
In the above articles I have not confined myself to the public records, but 
have endeavoured to collect the substance of all [ have seen or have heard upon 
VAN S this side of the argument, and have chosen to clothe it 
Vide Mr. Francis’s Minute, 2 i : ; 
entered in Consultation of the in my own language; that which I have found pr epared 
3rd November. for me not being in every instance such as I allow my- 
self to use, even in retaliation of personal injury. much less in application to 
measures which immediately regard myself, I shall reply separately to each. 


1st.—I have read over with great attention all the letters which have been 
received from the Hon’ble Court of Directors since the year 1769 and long ago 
abstracted all the paragraphs written within that period upon the subject of 
the Company’s political concerns, those having heen given me for my special 
guidance in’ my negociations with the Vizier the last year at Benares. I find 
nothing contained in any of these which expressly ap- 
EN 11th May plies to the case in question. I meet with injunctions, 
*"g0th June 1769, paras. Ist ‘to avoid new connections,” to endeavour “ to keep peace 
SUE in Bengal and with the neighbouring powers," am 
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ews to the security and tranquillity of Bengal, not to acquire fur- 
» advert to the good management of those which we have, 
few chiefs in Indostan who are in a condition to struggle 
: venie with the Mahrattas," “to defend the King’s person and 
Innatia to the Commis: BRIT aa Tar ahabad?" which is men- 
sioners, pata, 2nd. the district of Korah and Tahabac men- 
tioned as an exeeption to their limited plan, “to make known to the powers of 
India, that it is by no means the intention of the Company to encroach upon 
their neighbours or to acquire an extension. of dominion by conquest," “ that 
General letter 16th Septem. they regard with a jealous eye the encroaching power 
ber 1769, para, 28. of the Malmrattas," and * that it would be bad policy 
to take part in any operations which might weaken the few remaining chiefs 
who are in a condition to oppose their encroachments. But the following 
extracts are so pointedly apposite to the subject, that I shall take the liberty 
io quote them at large. 

“Tt is with the most serious concern we learn from your late advices, that 

General letter, 28th August the incursion of the Mahrattas had spread such a terror 
1771, para. 45. and despondency into the minds of those powers. which 
were the remoter barrier of our possessions, that the irresolution and timidity 
of the most potent of them have given rise to such successes as have en- 
couraged the Mahrattas to invade the dominions of the King and EN claim to 
a part of the territory of Sujah Dowla, but the conduct of the Lohillas and 
Jauts is rather a matter of concern than surprise to us, as the King and Sujah 
Dowla neglected that oceasion to unite with those powers effectually, to repell 
ihe common disturbers of the empire and confine them within the limits of 
iheir former possessions. "To whatever causes this general timidity or supineness 
may have been owing, we find ourselves equally affected, and the tranquillity 
of the provinces endangered thereby ; but as the projects of the King or the 
conduct of the Vizier are at present too mysterious for us to decide on the 
motives of their inactivity, and as we know not what alliance may be formed 
to justify us in carrying our arms beyond the bounds of their dominions, we 
are prevented from proposing any plan for your guidance in this respect, but 
should your subsequent advices enable us to form a more certain judgment of 
the expedieney of departing from the plan we have laid down, we shall com- 
munieate it to you by some early conveyance how far we may be disposed to 
carry our arms beyond the bounds of the Provinces or the territories of our 
allies and become the parties in an offensive war. In the meantime we 
trust your sole objects will be the security of our possessions and those of the 

powers with whom we are connected both by treaty and interest; and as 
this appears to have been the guide of your conduct upon the Mahrattas in- 
vading the Province of Korah, we with pleasure approve the measures you have 
taken for defending the dominions of the King and Vizier from their inroads 
and depredations, more especially as those measures are not only justified by 
necessity, but: are within the line which we have preseribed for your conduct 
in such a conjuncture.” 

“The line of neutrality is still recommended, but the Board are authorised 
Wu t MN to depart from it, whenever the interests of the Com- 
pana. 10. * pany shall be endangered, or shall materially require it.” 

The directions promised us in the letter of the 20th August 1771, have 
never yet been sent us, nor have we yet since received any further lights to 
guide us on this important subject, which I presume to place to the account 
of the troubles which have embarrassed the Company at home. 


From the above quotations and the consistency which strongly marks all 
the orders on this subject, I apprehend it will clearly appear that the principle 
primarily insisted upon by the Hon’ble Court of Directors respecting their poli- 
tical and military operations, was to avoid the extension of territory, and this 
we have never attempted. 


The prohibition of military expeditions, undertaken beyond the prescribed 
bounds of their own provinces and those of their allies, on prudential and cau- 
tionary motives or other causes, independent of territorial acquisition, is only to 
be inferred. from the tendency and tenor of their reasonings on their former 
subjects; it is evident that it was not from inattention that their orders never 
ED 5 prohibition of this kind, but that they rather avoided it from a 

a : 


confine our vi i 
iher possessions, but tc 
“to inclino to those 
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conviction that it might somelines be necessary, and because it would have 
been dificult to mark the limitations of it, This conclusion I draw not only 
from the two last paragraphs of their orders which I have quoted at length, and 
which were dictated by the experience of past advices, and a more intimate con- 
sideration of the subject, but even from their orders so far back as the 30th of 
June 1769, in which having declared against an extension of possession in the 
Ist paragraph, they add in the 3rd their “ opinion that the most prudent system 
they could pursue and the most likely to be attended with a permanent security 
to the provinces, would be to incline to those chiefs of. Indosian who vet pre- 
serve an independence of the Mahratta power and are in a condition to struggle 
with them.” But in the two last of the above quotations there is no occasion 
of logical surmises to discover the intentions of the Hon'ble Court of Directors: 
they tell us plainly that it is their wish “to confine their views fo the security 
of (heir own possessions and those of their allies, but that they foresee the 
necessity in certain cases of earrying their arms beyond those bounds, and of 
becoming parties in an offensive war," and they promise in an early communi- 
eation of their instructions with regard to the lengths to which they will allow 
this doctrine to be extended. In their letter to the Presidency of Fort St. 
George they authorise them in express terms * to observe no longer the neutra- 
lity so heartly wished for by them" in case they should judge it necessary for 
their interests to depart from it, and it is not to be supposed that the Court of 
Directors would recommend one line of conduct for their Government of Fort 
St. George and an opposite one for Bengal, much less that they would admit of 
such a deviation from their former pacifie plan on merely political motives 
attended with a heavy expence, and yet prohibit it under circumstances which, 
in addition to the same motives, have every consideration of economy to 
recommend it with the prospect of an increase to their finances, at a time when 
their distresses both at home and abroad so urgently required such an in- 
crease, and their most peremptory commands (as [ have already observed) ren- 
dered it the first object of our attention. 


I presume to affirm, both for myself and the other members of the late 
Council, that no period in the Company's annals has been more evidently 
characterized by an exact submission to their commands than that in whieh E 
have had the honor to preside in the administration ; and for the truth of this 
I dare appeal to the fon’ble Court cf Directors. 

But in cases to which their commands do not specially apply, to adopt such 
measures as at the same time approach nearest to the spirit of their general 
instructions and tend most to the advancement of their interests, is the fairest 
test both of our obedience and fidelity. We might have suffered the Mahrattas 
under cover of the King’s grant to take possession of Korah and Illahabad, to 
have allied themselves with the Rohillas or established themselves in that ter- 
ritory, and lain with their armies unmolested on the borders of the open country 
of our ally the Vizier, till they had completed every preparation for invading 
it. Such a forbearance might perhaps have been vindicated, by the plea that 
the Company had promised at the distance of two years preceding it to furnish 
us with their instructions for a differeut conduct, and that, wanting those in- 
structions, we took for our rule their latest orders on the subject, which enjoined 
us to confine our views to the bare security of our own possessions and those 
of our allies. 

This might have been a sure way to guard our characters against legal 
imputation, although in fact it would have been inconsistent with the security 
required; but it is not by such cold and prudential cautions that the 
British name has acquired such a lustre in India, nor that the British Empire 
in Bengal is likely to be perpetuated, neither is this the conduct which the 
Company demands of us. Their orders are enforced by a more liberal spirit, 
and allow in such cases as are not reducible to fixed and invariable positions, 
a discretional latitude for the zeal of their servants to exert itself for their secu- 
rity. I cannot better illustrate this than by the following extract of their 
general letter, dated the 30th June 1769, paragraph 5th—** We n ourselves zi 
bound by treaty to protect the King’s person, and to secure him the lee 2 
of the Korah and lllahabad districts. When we wrote the Tith 3 ovember 
1768, we apprehended the consequences of keeping the brigade at oi 
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would be creating in Sujah Dowla a jealousy that would involve us in fresh 
troubles, having at that {ime no cause to esteem him an enemy, but impressed 
as you were with an opinion of his hostile intentions and growing strength at 
the time of the dispatch of the ‘Valentine,’ we shall not blame your conduct 
for deferring the execution of your orders for its removal, nor shall we at this 
time attempt to give positive directions for your conduct, which in such 
eritieal enses ought seldom to be done, and in which the situation of affairs 
may be varied by unforeseen events at the very moment we, are writing ; but 
having given you with as much precision as possible, a general view ol thé sys- 
tem by whieh we wish to have our affairs regulated, we must leave it to you 
to improve to the utmost of your power every opportunity of drawing towards 
that point, and whenever you think yourselves obliged for our security upon 
emergent oceasions to adopt measures of a contrary tendency, you are to give us 4 
very full reasons for such a deviation, and endeavour to return to the path, we 
have marked out as soon as circumstances will admit." 
2nd. The second objection is partly true: the Board has repeatedly de- 
clared in their general letters to the Court of Directors, their intentions to 
adhere to the defensive plan recommended to them, and confine their military 
operations within the limits of the Vizier's territories ; and such were their de- 
terminations when these letters were written, but at those times they had not 
fully experienced the inconveniences which attended our engagements with the 
Vizier in the prosecution of that system, nor had the remedy occur d which 
since presented itself in the conditions olfer'd for prosecuting the Rohilla en- 
ierprize, and which has been successfully applied. Our treaty of alliance 
obliged us to support the Vizier, when his possessions were threatened with 
invasion at a heavy increased military expence, and the exportations of our 
currency with our troops ; for three successive years these inconveniences had 
recurred, and it is impossible to say how often they might recur: at last an i 
oceasion took place when, by a slight deviation from the defensive plan, our 
alliance with the Vizier might be converted into solid advantages, the employ- 
.ment of our troops made to save near a third part our military expences, and 
the success of their operations to bring a large flow of Currency, not only into 
the Company's territories, but into their Treasury. In effect the very same 
reasons which before urged us to shirk every military expedition, namely the 
expence attending it and the exportation of our Currency, now operated in the 
contrary direetion, and recommended the employment of our army for the pur- 
pose of reducing our expences and adding to our Currency. 


The preceding argument respects only the general subject of foreign expe- 
ditions- It has been urged also, as an argument against the particular case in 
question, that the Board, when they adopted the measure of the Rohilla war, 
were convinced of the impropriety of it from the declarations made by them 
repeatedly in their letters to the Court of Directors, of their wish and hope 
that it might not take place. Upon this I beg leave to offer the following re- 
flections. : 

A consistency of measures is difficult to be preserved among a body of men, 
because an accidental majority may occasionally decide for contrary resolutions, 
yet such a ease has never happen'd at our Board. A consistency of opinions 
is not to be expected. The proposition of the Rohilla war, after having passed 
the Select Committee, was debated for three successive days in Council, in 
which the Board met, as I recollect, both morning and evening to discuss it : no 
two members agreed exactly in Opinion, and it was difficult to reconcile them ; 
at last they came to a final agreement to leave it to me, to accommodate my 
own as nearly as I could to the collective sense of the whole, which was done 


with much management, and the proposition was agreed to in the manner in 
which it stands in consultation, the 26th November 1773. 


E E sentiments were the same invariably from the beginning, as will be 

ms ia rom my report to the Board of my proceedings at Benares, and my minute 
en m 2 the consultation above referred to. Private letters are not com- 
ae eee as authorities, but on this occasion I cannot produce a 
ELO TE à my own fixed opinion from the first movement of this propo- 
n sel o de: apprehension which influenced the Board, and I confess -F 
M E fg against it, than the following extract of a letter which I wrote 
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to Mr. Sulivan by the first dispatch after my return from Benares, “T was 
glad to be freed from the Rohilla expedition, because I was doubtful of the 
judgement which would have been passed upon it at home, where I see too 
much stress laid upon general maxims and too little attention given to circum- 
stances which require an exception to be made from them; besides this, an 
opinion still prevails of the Vizier's great power and his treacherous designs 
against us, and I cannot expect that my word shall be taken as a proof of their 
non-existence. On the other hand, the absence of the Mahrattas and the weak 
state of the Rohillas promised an easy conquest of them, and I own that such 
was my idea of the Company's distress at home, added to my knowledge of their 
wants abroad, that I should have been glad of any occasion to employ their 
forces that saved so much of their pay and expences.” 


When the measure was determined upon, and we had come to a general 
agreement, I was averse to introduce any new subject of debate, and therefore 
easily acquiese’d in the expression of a wish entertain'd by the Board which 
might be construed as inconsistent with the resolution we had taken. My sen- 
timents of the propriety of the expedition had undergone no change, but I will 
not deny that I felt myself influenced by the same fears which operated on the 
other members of the Council, that the propriety of the measure might not be 
seen in the same light by our constituents which we knew, from the temper of 
the times, might not only draw upon us their severe resentment, but aggravate 
the load of popular odium which has of late fallen on their servants, and, if I 
mistake not, these reasons were assign'd*in express terms upon our proceed- 


ings. 


3rd. The egagements between the Vizier and the Rohillas which haye 
been already quoted, sufficiently evince the justice of the attack upon fhem; 
they agreed to make him an acknowledgement of 40 lacs of rupees upon cer- 
tain conditions; he performed these conditions and they refused to pay any part 
of the money they had promised. 


4th. No political transaction can be mathematically demonstrated to be 
totally free from danger: the probable advantages must be weighed against 
the probable disadvantages; when the present measure was undertaken there 
was every reason to expect that it would speedily be brought to a happy con- 
clusion, and the event has proved that our expectations were well grounded. 

5th. The Mahrattas did not possess nor had any claim upon any part of 
the Rohilla country on the north of the Ganges when we undertook to assist 
the Vizier in the conquest of it. They might with more reason have attacked 
us for opposing them in their designs on the Korah district, of which they had 
obtained a grant from the King. But, in fact, a timid conduct would have been 
more likely to have involved us in a war with them, than either of those mea- 
sures; had they been allowed to subdue the Korah district and the country 
of the Rohillas, the Vizier's territories would have been open to their incur- 
sions, their numerous horse might have plundered it in spite of the efforts of 
our infantry, and their continued ravages might have obliged him to come to 
an accommodation with them as was once apprehended, on terms which would 
have afforded them an easy entrance into our own provinces. In short we are 
much better secured against their attacks than we should otherwise have been, 
and the better we are secured, the less will they be disposed to attack us. 


6th. In reply to this objection, I will in the first place affirm that merely 
for the defence of our own provinces, two brigades, upon the present establish- 
ment, are sufficient; a third is necessary to add to our influence among the 
powers of Indostan, to support our alliance with the Vizier, and to answer other 
exigencies, which may happen at a more remote period of time. Upon the late 
occasion, when the Rohilla expedition was undertaken, our apprehensions of an 
invasion from the French had entirely ceased ; the dissensions among the Mah- 
rattas fully employed them at home, and are mentioned among the secondary 
inducements in favour of the undertaking. There was no other enemy from 
whom we could have the least apprehension of danger: such was the occasion 
to be embraced for effecting our purpose by a temporary employment of a third 
part of our forces, and under such circumstances even without reckoning upon 
the acquisition which was the immediate object of the enterprise, to reduce the 


Company's military expences by employing that proportion of their troops 
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which was superfluous for the purpose of their own defence, was 5 abus 

ilest advantage; but when the stipulated aequisition of 40 acs and the 
SENT i lvantages resulting from the measure are superadded, the visionary 
WEN rer which did not exist even in imagination at the time the expedi- 
inem Bet dartaken, and ean have no weight as an objection; especially as 
Db our knowledge of the open and defenceless state of the Rohilla country, 
we were morally corinin that the undertaking would soon be brought to an 
“anci th the Vizier we are bound to assist him with 


issue, By our ancient treaty with * i | : 
dur forces within his paternal dominions, and the distance between their borders 


ire vemotest part to which our troops have marehed is only 200 miles. I 
ES RM USD so long as no editis danger threatens our own Provinees, 
it is my earnest wish that one of our three brigades might be constantly em- 
ployed with the Vizier, as well to save so large à proportion Qi dem expence to 
the Company, as io prevent the ill consequences of total inactiv ity to the army. 

7h. The addition of territory aequired to the Vizier instead of raising 
him to be a dangerous neighbour, serves to render him more dependant upon 
us than before, as he has more occasion for our assistance to enable him to 
maintain it, and to support him against the claims of other powers. If his 
inerease of wealth b» an object of jealousy, let it be considered how largely the 
Company share in it. From September 1713 to September 1775 the sum we 
have to receive from him by our late engagements amount to 130 lacs of rupees. 

Sth. I have already remarked that the first proposition for the Rohilla 

war was made by the Vizier in a Tetter which I received from him in June 
1778, that it was employed afterwards in the negotiations at Benares as an in- 
strument for winning his consent to the payment of the full expences of our 
troops employed in his service, and that it was not finally resolved on till the 
26th of November, after the most ample discussion in the Select Committee and 
in the Council: it was not therefore precipitately resolved on. It is true that 
no formal treaty was executed for the conditions on which we were to assist 
the Vizier, nor did the occasion, which was only temporary, require it. The 
multiplication of treaties weakens their efficacy, and therefore they should be 
referred only for very important and permanent obligations. The form which 
was dictated to the Vizier for the letter, which was to describe the conditions 
of this engagement it is true, is not of itself sufficiently clear, but it is explain- 
ed by my letters which accompanied it, and the reference therein made to the 
conditions which had been formerly proposed at Benares, as they stood in the 
three first articles of the draft, which had been prepared for the treaty, before 
the Rohilla expedition was suspended, for the fuller elucidation of the subject. 
These articles are here subjoined ; the two first had been agreed to by the Vizier, 
to the third he objected, wishing rather to engage for the payment of the whole 
sum at once, when the conquest was completed. It is fortunate that the latter 
mode was adopted ; the completion of the conquest being actually effected, and 
the stipulation, although objected to by the Vizier when first demanded after 
the defeat of the Rohillas, having since been acknowledged by him to be due. 


The three first articles of the first draft of the Treaty. 


1st. “Whereas the Rohilla Chiefs in the month of June 1772 entered 

into a treaty with the Vizier in the presence and with the concurrence of Gene- 
ral Sir Robert Barker, by which they engaged to pay him 40 lacs of rupees 
for his assistance against the Mahrattas, and which treaty they have treacher- 
ously broken. It is therefore agreed that a brigade of the Company’s forces 
shall join the Vizier and assist to punish them, and that he shall pay the whole 
- of itsexpence. By a brigade is meant two battalions of Europeans, one com- 
= pany of artillery and six battalions of sepoys, and the expense settled at sunant 
rupees 2,10,000 per month. The Company's troops shall not cross the river 
- Ganges, nor march beyond the first of the hills. The Vizier shall retain, as his 

i part of tho Rohilla country which lies on the north-east side of the 
ges ; but in consideration of the Company's relinquishing all claim to share 
ry, although it is to be conquered by their joint forces, the 

make them an acknowledgement of 40 lacs of rupees, 
the whole expence of the Company's troops, agreeable 
ned, whenever he has occasion for their assistance, 
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notwithstanding it is stipulated in the second article of the Treaty of Illaha- 
bad, concluded by the Vizier and tlie Company on the 16th August 1765, that 
he shall pay only their extraordinary charges.” 

2nd. “The Vizier may retain the brigade aforesaid on the above mention- 

ed terms as long as he shall require it, unless it shall be necessary to recall it 
for the defence of the Company's own territories, and he may employ them for 
the protection of any part of his country, but they shall be kept together in one 
body and not dispersed on different commands, except such detachments as the 
commanding officer shall judge necessary in the time of actual service. He 
may return the whole or a part of the said brigade whenever he has no further 
occasion for their services, and he shall cease to defray their expences as soon 
as they shall enter the Province of Bahar. But as the Company cannot risk 
the credit of their arms, by allowing a smaller force to remain with the Vizier 
than half a brigade, it is provided that he shall retain one-half of a brigade, or 
return the whole. Upon their dismission they shall return with all convenient 
expedition, and to prevent any future disputes from arising on this subject, the 
time of their march to the borders of his Province, shall be computed by the 
rate of 5 coss per day from the place where they commence their march. 

drd. “The Vizier engages to pay the 40 laes of rupees stipulated in the 
first article, by monthly payments of 4 lacs, to commence from the end of the 
month Kilbi-ul-awul, or 10th of June 1774, but should any accident (which God 
forbid) obliges our forces to retire from the Rohilla country and prevent the 
Vizier from obtaining possession of it the said 40 lacs shall not be demanded.” 

Ilh. It was neither arrogant nor unreasonable in the Vizier to require 
that since his entire dependance for the success of the enterprise which he had 
projected was on the brigade of the Company’s forces, the brigade should not 
abandon him while he was engaged in it nor while the issue of it remained in- 
complete ; nor can I devise any other condition which could have removed his 
apprehensions. If the Board judged the proposition reasonable, it certainly 
was not unbecoming in them to assent to it. It remains therefore to examine 
whether it was reasonable, and whether this power granted to the Vizier was 
liable to danger or inconvenience. 

I have already shown that the removal of the brigade to such a distance 
could not prove of danger to our own provinces, because it was not wanted for 
their defence ; that it could be productive of no inconvenience because it occa- 
sioned an entire suspension of the Company’s payments during its employment. 
It is not to be denied that there are possible cases in which it may be wanted 
for the protection of Bengal, but these are out of the reach of all probability 
and too remote to be quoted as an objection to the present engagement. 

I am not apprehensive that the Vizier will insist upon keeping the brigade 
continually with him; my fears are that he may dismiss it, as there is every rea- 
son to wish for its continuance with him, and none, no not one, for its recall. 
When the brigade was formerly employed with the Vizier and the share of its 
monthly expences defrayed by him was only 30,000 and afterwards 1,15,000 
rupees per month, he never showed earnestnéss for its continuance with him 
beyond the duration of the particular service for which it had been wanted, 
but was ever ready to propose its return; it is not likely therefore that he . 
should be more solicitous now for its perpetual residence in his country at an 
expence to him of 25 lacs a year, which he must pay, and which his income, 
with the late additions toit, can barely afford. He knows that whenever he shall 
require the presence of the brigade, it will be for our interest to grant it, and 
he will therefore part with it when his own occasions, which in this instance 
must be confined to the defence of his own dominions, no longer require it, that 
the charge of its maintenance may be shifted from his account to the Com- 
pany’s and ee may be subject to that burthen only when he is an imme- 
diate gainer by it. 

This t to show the little risk we ran, had we absolutely engagea 
the brigade to him as long as he might chuse to retain 3t. But in but 
case (as I have already explained in the preceding article) it s pa m : 
by both parties and indeed is inseparable from the nature of mo es 
and the original conditions of our mutual alliance, that m = à Ra 
required for our own protection, not only without any imputation ME: ia 
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as done in so precipitate a manner as to defeat the purpose 


it nless it w: t à ea : 
faith but (e n without affording him a pretext for refusing the pay- 


of the expedition) eve 
ment of the 40 lacs. ; Rd 

I have been thus explicit in vindicating my conduct in relation to the 
Rohilla war for the sake of obviating any 1mpresston which a partial represent- 
ation of this measure may make upon the minds of my employers, as I know 
that the majority of the Council, which has condemned it, will labour to paint 
it in the blackest colours which they can lay upon it, as an excuse for the pre- 
cipitation with which they have proclaimed their reprobation of it, and violated 
the engagements on which the right of the Company to participate in the fruits 
of its success essentially depended. But it is not on the propriety of my con- 
duct that I shall rest for proof of the impropriety of theirs, which is equally 
incompatible with the interest of the Company whether the transactions of the 
late Administration shall be approved or condemned by our superiors, whose 
judgement only can decide upon it. A recapitulation of the principal acts of 
the new Council will amply suffice for this purpose. 

‘The three members who came passengers in the Ashburnham from Eng- 
Jand arrived at noon of the 19th of October. The next day I met them in 
Council, which was adjourned to the 24th, both to afford time to Mr. Barwell 
ío join us, and to myself to prepare the business, which might be proper for 
the immediate cognizance of the new Board. To this effect I drew up a minute 
describing the nature and state of two subjects, which were undoubtedly 
the first in point of importance, the establishment of the revenue and the trans- 
actions in our political system. If I could have conceived a more regular or a 
more candid way of leading the Board into the knowledge of past affairs, with- 
out the influence of my own particular judgement or prepossessions, I would 
have adopted it. This minute I laid before the Council held on the 24th of 
October. On the 25th the General moved and the Board (Mr. Barwell only 
dissenting) resolved to require that I should produce the whole correspondence 
between me and Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, my agent at the Vizier’s Court, and 
Colonel Champion, the late provincial Commander-in-Chief, both official and 
private, for their inspection: I offered the first and refused the second, for 
reasons which appearin my minutes. To what I have already recorded on 
this subject I will further add that there are few persons in the service of any 
considerable trust or rank in it-with whom I have not maintained that distinct 
mode of intercourse. My predecessors have ever followed the same rule, and I 
am persuaded would have thought it a dishonourable breach of confidence, had 
they inserted on the records of the Company, any letters which had been ad- 
dressed to them as extra-official and private, without the consent of the writers 
of them. Lord Clive, Mr. Verelst, Mr. Cartier, General Smith and General Sir 
Robert Barker are able to contradict me if I have misquoted their practice, and 
I shall be glad to appeal to them for the truth of it, if there can be a doubt 
upon the subject. A circumstance exactly in point to the present matter in 
dispute, happened in the course of Colonel Smith's correspondence with the 
Select Committee in 1766, when by some mistake the subject of a private 
letter from the Colonel to the President was only alluded to in a letter from the 
Select Committee, upon which occasion the Colonel asserts his sentiments of 


the sacred rights of private correspondence in the following words: “I have 


been made accountable to a public board for an unprejudiced discussion of 
facts which ought never to have transpired beyond the breast of the right 
honourable person to whom, and whom only, they were addressed.” And the 
Select Committee, by their silence, acquiesced in those sentiments. 
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The sentiments and intentions of the majority with respect to the Rohilla 
war and the future destination of the army were sufficiently manifested in this 
meeting, and left me less room for surprise at the propositions which were made 
at the next, which was held on the 20th. These propositions, which had been 
previously drawn up by the General, having undergone some alterations in sub- 
stance and form stand recorded as follow. 

The General proposes the following questions, viz, 

Ist.—* That the demand of 40 lacs from the Vizier be repeated and that 

: Colonel Champion, or the Officer Commanding the second Bri- 
gade be instructed to that effect, : 

2nd.—'''That the Colonel or Commanding Officer be also instructed to 

make a demand, for such further payments as may be due from 
the Vizier on the receiving these instructions, and to liquidate 
what accounts may be unsettled with him at the time. 
àrd.—That he be further instructed, that although he is to make an im- 
mediate demand of the whole 40 lacs, and for such other pay- 
ments as may be due at that time, yet if he finds that it is impos- 
sible for the Vizier to comply with the whole of these demands, 
he is to receive what can be obtained in ready money not to be 
less than 20 lacs, and the rest to be payable in different periods 
within 12 months. 
4th.—That the Colonel or Commanding Officer be further instructed, that 
in case the Vizier shall refuse to comply with these demands, he 
is to enter a protest against him declaring that the Company have 
fulfilled all their engagements with him, and within 14 days after 
the receipt of these instructions, to retire with the army under his 
command and withdraw it into the Company’s territories. 

5th.—That further orders be sent to Colonel Champion or the Officer Com- 
‘manding the Brigade that after having finished the negotiations 
for the money now due, he do immediately withdraw the whole of 
the forces under his command within the limits of the Province of 
Oude, and that unless the Vizier should require the continuance 
of the troops for the defence of his original dominions, with the 
Provinces of Korah and lllahabad, he return with them to the 
Cantonments of Dinapore. 

6th.—That in quitting the Vizier he shall acquaint him that the Governor 
General and Council propose to appoint a person to reside at his 
court, and to declare that they mean to adhere strictly to the 
Treaties of Illahabad and Benares, till the pleasure of the Court 
of Directors, regarding the latter, be known. 

7th.—That he be further instructed, that if he should apprehend any dif- 

ficulty or danger from the Vizier in his retreat, that then he 
should suspend his declaration and take the best means in his 
power for the preservation of the army, and advise the Board im- 
mediately of his situation.” 

I prevailed upon the majority to defer coming to any conclusion upon these 
propositions until the next Monday’s consultation, this being Friday, both to 


' allow time for each to come prepared with his opinions upon them, and for the 


gentlemen of the majority to read all the proceedings which had any relation 
to the subject, and of which I had furnished them with a complete list of refer- 
ences in my minute recorded on the consultation of the 25th. ; d 

On Monday the 31st the Council being assembled, I delivered ina minufe 
containing my opinion on each proposition. Mr. Barwell did the same, both 
expressed an assent to the three first, but objected wholly to the 4th, 5th, and 
7th, and to the last clause of the 6th. 

The sum of our objections to which I crave leave to refer as the force of 
them must be lost by an abridgement, was that the 4th was too peremptory, and 
left no room for the Vizier to propose any other alternative, in case his present 
means for future resources should not enable him to comply literally with the 
demands which were made upon him. That the Sth was a direct violation a 
the engagements which had been formed with him by the last Government, ani 
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to declare his also void, and to oe papu 
: aes; besides the danger of losing the new conquerec country by so 
Seater Bae: from it. That the last clause of the 6th was an alarming 
suggestion of the invalidity of the publie treaty, which ought not even to be sup- 
osod till it were pronounced by the Company ; and that the 7th left it to the 

option of the Commanding Officer of the Army to declare war with the Vizier. 
The other gentlemen brought no opinions in writing, but resolved on all 

the propositions except the last clause of the Gth which was omitted. 

Tt is proper to remark that an army, joined by the Vizier's, had pursued the 

remains of the Rohilla forces which had reassembled under the command of 
- Fyzulla Cawn, to the extremity of the country and continued encamped more 
than a month within a very few miles of them, ce ere had been (m 
ved in negociations till the 2nd of October, when Fyzu/a awn repaired in 
zm to the English camp, and as it appears from Colonel Champion's letters 
on the faith of some assurances given for his safety. Since the negociations con- 
tinued the enemy remained in arms and our army still advanced nearer to them 
making preparations for an assault in case terms of peace could not be agreed 
on. Thus far our advices had reached us when the General introduced the 
propositions above mentioned. Yet at this crisis of affairs, without waiting for 
the event which a very few days must have determined, the majority came 
with their resolutions decided for withdrawing the brigade from the service in 
which it was engaged whether it were completed or not, and to compel the 
Vizier to the instant adjustment of all his accounts dependent with the Com- 
pany, or to abandon him altogether. 

One reason alledeed by the majority for the demand, which had with so 
much perseverance been ade d OI Champion’s and Mr. Nathaniel 
Middleton’s letters, was, that without them, and specially without those I with- 
held from them, their knowledge of the state and circumstances of the Rohilla 
war, which was to enable them to judge of the propriety of continuing the army 
in that quarter, or to determine its removal, would be incomplete : yet they had 
neither taken time to read the series of the former political records which I 
had recommended to their perusal, nor the letters of Colonel Champion and Mr. 
ucc Middleton, with which I had promised to furnish them, although 

ese were surely as necessary for their information as the private letters address- 
ed to me, the contents of which they could not know, d I had declared to 
them contained no information on the points on which they wanted it. 

Soon after we heard that the Vizier had consigned over the 15 lacs which 
Tyzulla Cawn had engaged to pay him in ready money to Colonel Champion, 
in part payment of tlie 40 due from him, and had hastily set out on his return 
for his capital with Mr. Nathaniel Middleton for the declared purpose of ac- 
quitting himself of the remainder, and that the brigade was in orders to march 
baek to Ramgaut. Fearing the consequences of the orders which had been 

lately issued, I thought this a fit opportunity to induce the majority to moderate 
that for the immediate recal of the brigade, and proposed, that as our payments 
bs fair a channel of acquittance and Ramgaut lay at little more than 
m a from the border of the Province of Oude, to which they had destined 
; d station, a discretionary power might now be entrusted to the Com- 
Viies s; the Bru to continue it at Ramgaut for a short period, until the 
etic a aan be obtained for its entire removal, or until he himself 
. "me 3 S ES dues V e Rohilla country without hazard of losing it by 
: T think it incumbent upon me tọ remark a small geographical error, which 
ommitted in my report of the situation of Ramgaut, which I found laid 
eke yn handwriting upon an old map in my possession at the dis- 
I have described, but haying since received a more correct map of 
T find pus Barwell, the Surveyor-General, which accompanies 
aper nd that it is near 40 miles more remote from the territories of 
T rror of little consequence I apprehend to my argument, but I 
not be imputed to me as a deception. 
l; for the reasons both for and against it, I beg 
is is Fide the 8th November, and to the 
nsultation of the 14th. 


would afford him a just pretext 


i 
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As a doubt is expressed respecting the nature of Mr, Nathaniel Middleton's 
appointment as Resident or Agent for the Governor at the Court of the Vizier, 
it is necessary I should say a few words to recone 
him my particular agent, and at the same time considering his appointment in 
the nature of apublic one. By the Company’s orders of long standing and now 
repeated, all correspondence with the country powers is directed të be carried 
on by the President, and the intention of appointing a Resident with the Vizier 
was for the purpose of facilitating and perfecting this correspondence; which 
being the particular province of the Governor, he was my especial agent, and 
his appointment was at the same time a public one, as it related to the public 
service, and was conferred upon him by the Board, though at my recommenda- 
tion. 


ile the propriety of styling 


That the objects of my remonstrance may not be lost or mistaken in the 
long narrative and arguments with which I have introduced them, I beg leave 
to repeat, I ground my charge against the members who form the majority of 
the Board on the recal of my publie agent at the Court of the Vizier, on their 
precipitate resolution of abandonine the Vizier, and of withdrawing entirely 
from his alliance unless he complied in the given time of 14 days with their 
demands in the exact form and mode in which they were prescribed to him, 
on their resolution to withdraw the brigade from the Rohilla country, even if 
he did comply with those demands, whether the conquest of it was secured, or 
it was in danger of being wrested out of his hands; and, lastly, on the extra- 
ordinary licence which they have given to the commander of the brigade, of 
forcing the Company into a war with their ally under cover of taking measures 
to preserve the army from danger. 

Actions so evident in their nature and bearing such strong appearances of 
determined hostility, though proceeding from the most just causes of provoca- 
tion, seldom fail of producing suspicions of worse intended, and in the means 
which fear suggests for self-defence too often prove the cause of working up a 
slight complaint into the most fatal excess of a declared rupture: but under 
the circumstances of the present Government nothing could have so evident a 
tendency to precipitate this conclusion. 

The jealousy with which a new administration is naturally viewed by those 
who are connected with it is of itself sufficient to render even their indifferent 
transactions liable to misconstructions; but what sentiments must have struck 
the Vizier, when with the first notification of the constitution of the present 
Council, he received advice of the recall of the public minister of this Govern- 
ment from his presence, and of the resolutions respecting the payment and the 
removal of the brigade. He will have concluded that a majority of the new 
Council had combined to overthrow my authority and to raise their own on its 
ruins, and had determined to force him to a rupture in order to depreciate the 
measures I had taken. It will avail little that these proceedings are tempered 
with solemn professions of an inviolable attachment to former engagements ; 
such assurances accompanying the actual breach of engagements, are more 
likely to destroy confidence than to inspire it, as they too manifestly infer the 
conviction of an irregularity of conduct, which requires such declarations to 
‘explain and palliate it. 


I have been too long versed in public affairs to look for a concurrence of 
all men's opinions in any one proposition however expedient, nor am I so much 
addicted to my own as to take offence at an opposition to it, where that up 
sition proceeds from a judgement unbiassed by personal animosity rr ue to 
the minutes of the majority for proofs of the temper which swayec PE ss 
lutions. Had a mere sense of duty impelled them to declare E oe 
of the expedition in which they found a part of the army MEM | agai : e 
Rohillas, or if they had judged the continuance of that ae eyoni i: e um 
of the Vizier's possession inconsistent with the orders of m caen b: à m 
which they should ray pania lay eg ee ean tee pose ey 

ight hav nly manifested their own fideli g ny 
a ME the like violation hereafter. In many Ds h inu it i 
bea proposition of law that quod fieri non debet factum uals —an e Ded 
was never more applicable than to the present occasion. ihe uc ES 
act of the past Administration, it was on the point of being concluded ; 
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dangers and inconveniences fo which it could ever have DEUS Were past; 
of the conditions which had been agreed to on the part of ther saty to this 
engagement nothing remained but to bring the war to a period, to pires their 
Ally in the secure possession of the new conquest, and ‘to retire S in their 
former bounds :—the payments which formed the conditions of the V inier’s part 
of the engagements were just due, nor had any reason yet appeared to justify 
the suspicion that he would have failed in the performance of them. 


Under such circumstances I presume that the members of the new Council, 
who disapproved of the enterprize, ought to have recorded their disapprobation 
of it, to have declared their determination not to give their consent to the em- 
ployment of any part of the Companys forces beyond the line which they 
judged to be prescribed by the orders of the Court of Directors after the service 
in which they were then engaged should be accomplished, but to have permit- 
ted the brigade to have remained in the Rohilla country, so long as that service 
and the engagements subsisting between this Government and the Vizier re- 
quired it, leaving the responsibility of the measure to the members of the last 
Administration who formed it, and under whose authority it was brought to the 
crisis in which the new Government found it. : 

The same temperate conduct might have been observed with respect to 
Mr. Nathaniel Middleton : his appointment as Resident on the part of the Gov- 
ernment at the Court of the Vizier might have been confirmed, and the relation 
of it transferred from me to the Board at large. 


Such a conduct without the smallest sacrifice either of their integrity or 
duty would have accommodated their sentiments to the faith of Government ; 
the alarms unavoidably attendant on a change of Government and the con- 
sistency of its measures so totally new, would have subsided; the Vizier could 
have had no pretext to refuse or withhold the sums which were due from him, 
and the Rohilla war would have ended with honour, with unsullied faith, with 
the restoration of that lustre to our arms, which an inaction of many years 
had almost obscured in the minds of the people of Indostan, with a great addi- 
tion of wealth to supply our almost impoverished resources, and without a 
single inconvenience or cause afforded to regret it. 


Let the reverse of this conduct be examined in the first acts of the new 
Council. Á 


By their violent recall of my agent from the Vizier's Court, they have 
proclaimed the annihilation of my authority in that branch of the Government 
in which the Company, for obvious political reasons, have ever thought it 
necessary to invest their Governor with the ostensible power, and which in their 
very first orders to the new Administration, they have directéd should be con- 
tinued to be conducted through him. 


They have disregarded the faith of our engagements which even in the 
most violent revolutions have ever been transmitted as sacred from one govern- 
ment to that which has succeeded it; they have exposed the conquest which 
the British arms haye acquired for the Vizier, to be wrested from him, with the 
loss of our military reputation; they have risked the loss of the pecuniary 
resources, which were stipulated for the Company as the fruits of their suc- 
cesses, and they have precipitately withdrawn the brigade from its station, 


where its whole expence is borne by the Vizier, to become again a heavy.and 3 a 
useless burthen upon ourselves, ; 


To the public acts manifesting the t r of thei ing 
ERR sting the temper of their proceedings, I may i 


Tt will be difficult to explore the source of measures, so uniformly violent 
personal before the gentlemen could have acquired a knowledge either of 

fairs of the Company or of myself, unless we trace in it à preconcerted 
provoke me to a resignation of the Government, or to lead me into 
urrility inconsistent with my character and station. Jf these 


r my employers, on the appeal which I 
d judgement; and with respect to the latter, I will 
all be armed with a sufficient defence in the exercise 


* 
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of my own moderation. But this very disappointment in the first, and I will 
suppose, grand object of their views, must necessarily oceasion a recourse to 
other causes, to vindicate their conduct, and I am ashamed to eall the public 
attention to a subject so exceedingly frivolous as that which I am now com- 
pelled to enter upon in my own further justification. They accuse me of having 
failed in paying them the honours due to them. ‘Their uccusafions on this 
head is confined to the following particulars. Only 17 guns were fired on their 
arrival. "The troops were not drawn out to receive them. They were met at 
my own house and not at the Council house. ‘There was a delay from Friday 
to Monday, three days, in the order for issuing the new Commissions in public 
orders. And lastly, the proclamation of the new Government was not made with 
sufficient parade. To these 5 articles I must reply separately. 
1st—The orders given for the salutes were that 17 guns should be fired 
for the Chief Justice and the Judges, the like number for General 
Clavering, 15 (as ordered by the Court of Directors) for Sir Edward 
lughes, and 13 for cach of the members of the Board, if they 
came separately ; if they should all arrive at the same time, the 
highest salute was ordered to be fired for the whole, and this was 
agreeable to the practice which hitherto had been observed, I had no 
other rule to go by. They did arrive together and were accordingly 
saluted together with 17 guns. 
2nd.—lf they had landed at the Fort the garrison should have been. under 
arms to receive them. It appeared to me unmilitary to draw troops 
out of a garrison to compliment their landing at a distance from it. 
3rd.—1f I could have divined their expectations of being received, not at 
my house, but at the Council house, or if I could have imagined 
that this was esteemed a matter of any sort of significance, I cer- 
tainly should have answered their wishes; but the circumstances 
neither occurred to myself, nor was suggested to any other person. 
I thought then, and truly I think still, that the deputing the senior 
member of the Board to wait on them on the river and to attend 
them to town and the assembling of all the other gentlemen of the 
old Council at my house for their reception, ample marks of atten- 
tion and respect to them. 
4th.—The delay of three days in issuing the Commissions was occasioned 
by a request of mine, dictated by my feelings on first perusing them. 
I had before received private intimation of their purport, but my 
information was not complete, and I was hurt at the extraordinary 
reduction of my authority which was to take place, and the apparent 
inconsistency of investing the second person in the Administration 
with greater ostensible powers than the first. While I was agitated 
by these considerations, I requested this time to determine within 
myself, whether [should accept of this Government or conclude 
the period of my services to the Company with the close of the late 
administration before they were published; and when my request 
was acquiesed in, I did not expect to have found it stated as an 
exceptionable part of my conduct. : 


With respect to the want of parade in proclaiming the new Government, 
the members of the Board have themselves to blame for the deficiency in this 
particular; they formed a majority and might have ordered what pomp and 
ostentation they pleased: but it is extraordinary that they should agree to 
measures and then throw the blame of them upon me. I am averse to parade 
myself and haye never used it. I proposed a written advertisement as the usual 
mode of proclamation here; they thought a military attendance necessary, 
which was accordingly ordered to attend the sheriff, whom I thought the proper 
officer to publish a Civil Government. Butit may be necessary to remark, that 
if there was any dificiency of respect in my conduct, it could. not be personally 
intended against them, since the new Government was its object, and I myself 
had the highest interest in the honours paid to it being the head of that Gov- 
emment. 

Upon the whole I must remark that I paid them higher honour than ever 
had been paid to persons of their rank in this country; as high even as had 
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d to Mr. Vansittart and Lord Clive when they came in the first station 
as Governors; men whose names will ever stand. foremost in (uc Mo mes of 
tlie people of this country and who merited as much from their i cmp suus d 
who have filled, or are likely to fill, that station. I wrote letters severally 
i o three gentlemen at Madras, bespeaking their confidence, as a measure ne- 
my to the safety of the Company. The Board sent their senior members 
down ihe river to meet them, and as a mark of personal respect from m E 
of the gentlemen of my staff attended them : the Whole Connel s a at 
my house to receive them on their landing. What more could I do wit ad 
derogating from my own rank ? But they seem to have considered themselves 
as the Government, and to have required the honours ciue ire it entire, to be 
paid to their own persons, forgetting that they were only a part, and that it was 
jrom the head they expeeted such concessions. 

T now once more make my solemn appeal to the Honourable Court of Direct- 
ors, from the measures already decided by the majority o pe oana and 
protest against every future act of the same unvaried majori » ie aring t dat 
I hold myself no longer responsible for the consequences whie 1 the interest of 
my employers are liable to suffer, while I am deprived oL the means which 
their commands, which the Parliament of Great Britain, which (if I presume 
not too rashly on the information communicated to me) even tbe gracious in- 
tention of my Sovereign, have committed in an especial manner to my charge 
for the security of those interests, and the support of the national Honour and 
Dominions in this great and valuable branch of the British Empire. 


been pai 


Fort William, the 19th December 1774. 
AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The Hon’srz Warren Hasrines, Governor General, President. 
Monday. LIEUT.-GENERAL JOHN CLAVERING. 
The HoN'snLE Jonn Monson. 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
Pura Francis, Esq. 
Read the following letter from Colonel CHAMPION, 
To rie Hox'sug WARREN Hasrines, Esq., 
GOVERNOR GENERAL, AND COUNCIL or Fort WILLIAM. 


GENTLEMEN,—lt was not till my return to this place a few days ago that 
Colonel Champion sends in I had the honour of receiving your favour of the 20th 
the Vizier's Tuncaws. October with the proclamations which accompanied it. 
As Colonel Gailliez agreeably to my directions received from me opened the 
letter in camp, I presume he made due notification of your authority to the 
division of the army under his command. 


Some time before I left camp I received a letter from the late Administra- 
tion under date the 29th August to which it was my wish to have replied ear- 
lier, but circumstances having denied me a seasonable opportunity, I am now 
to have the honour of addressing you, gentlemen, on the subject of that letter, 
namely, the obligation which the Vizier of the empire put into my hands for 
seven lacs of rupees payable to the troops who were employed in the conquest 
of Rohillah Dominions, 

When the Vizier sent me that obligation I thought it necessary to inform 
Mr. Hastings of it and accordingly did myself that pleasure by letter 8th Au- 
gust, desiring his consent to the army's receiving the money ; he thought proper 
to lay my letter before the Select Committee and they submitted it to the con- 


"sideration of the Board, who gave it as their opinion that the army is excluded 


from receiving the said sum by the late Act of Parliament. 

r Though the paper does not mention or bear express reference to plunder, 
ye a is certain that in offering that money the Vizier had in view the satisfy- 
ns A Company's troops for their share of plunder as well as the gratifying 

em for the hardships they had undergone in the course of the war. 

i do 1s not for me, gentlemen, to offer any strictures on the Act of Parliament. 
am unacquainted with matters of law and with the interpretation of statutes, 
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Mr. Barwell’s Minute in Secret Proceedings of Sth December 1774. 

Mr. Barwell delivers in the following Minute upon this occasion and desires that it may 
be recorded :— 

When such formal appeals are made to our superiors, I cannot help lament- 
ing the occasion from which they proceed, 
nor repress the deep concern it fixes on my 
mind to view the prospect before me. When I met gentlemen selected by the 
public voice to discharge a trust of such national importance as the superintend- 
ance of the interests of the Crown of Great Britain and of the East India 
Company, I met them in the sanguine hope that one spirit would have ani- 
mated the collective body and united us so firmly in pursuit of the great " 
objects of our appointment, that dissentions could not haye found a place in 
our Councils. How great then is my unhapiness and disappointment to see in 
an instant this agreable, this honorable scene my imagination formed, prove a 
chimera—a mere chimera—for, on the moment of our entering on the adminstra- 
tion, a scene of contention commenced —and to my mortification I found my 
attention immediately called to measures of the late Government that could 
not be retracted, having already operated and produced the beneficial conse- 
quences they were planned to effect. We might indeed risque these advantages 
to the State by an ill-timed impatience to contract its political connections—a 
risque I deemed incumbent on myself, if possible, to avert and on mature 
thought I have no reason to doubt the justness of my sentimenis, or the pro- 
priety of that support I judged due to the Governor-General in our late debates. 
My ultimate object was obviously the benefit of the State, not contracted by 
nice examination of the literal confined meaning of any one particular order, 
but directed to the general good within our grasp, and offered to us in the state 
and posture of our political connections at the time we entered on the Govern- 
ment. Further, I considered, and I forsaw no possible advantage to the Nation or 
to the Company, in debating the propriety of past measures submitted long since | 
to our superiors, and for which neither myself nor any of the gentlemen of ther, 
present administration (the Governor excepted) were responsible. ‘The beng 4 A 
fits of the measures alone were left to us unburthened with responsibilit 
Why, then, not secure them ? What necessity for rendering them precarious by % m ' 
a precipitation that appears in degree to lose the object, while it inflicts tL «2 ae: 
severest censure on the late Government? A principle of action that I flatte e prO 
myself will fully acquit me in the public opinion whatever decision it may ` 
pass on the sentiments I have delivered. 

It is with diffidence and with the utmost deference to the judgement my 
superiors may give ona policy that terminates prosperously for their affairs, 
T adventure to confirm opinions already pronounced. I am conscious it isnot my 
province to take upon me to approve or condemn measures which have come 
before their tribunal; but this has been rendered unavoidable, in the present 
instance, from their being made the subject of debate. ‘Thus situated I have 
carefully considered and weighed every circumstance. I have marked with 
attention the rise, progress, execution, and happy consequences resulting to this 
Government from its connections with the Vizier, and pronounce from con- 
vietion the late administration fully justified, and its measures entirely conso- 
nant to the first principles of sound policy. As this is my opinion, I must coin- 
cide in the Governor-General’s letter of appeal. It isfrom all the information 
T have obtained a candid exposition of facts. Itis unexceptionabie in mode à 
and form and authorized by the Court of Directors. ‘lhis, 1 apprehend, is not 
the case with the appeal of the members in opposition ; not having seen it I 


Mr. Barwell’s minute. 
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cannot speak to the matter; but it is at least exceptionable in form, and the j 
first instance within my knowledge of a part of the administration formally ; 
separating itself. Opposing sentiments, I have often seen recorded on the vm 


proceedings of the Council, but I never before saw them addressed to the 
Direction in letters from the several members. I will not therefore attempt 
to extend known priviledges, or to assume new ones to my station. I approve 
and would affix my name to the Governor-General’s appeal, but as the request 
js improper, and its irregularity would determine him to decline it, I take 
this method of expressing my eutire approbation and joining thus far the 
Governor-General’s address to the Court of Directors. 

3 (Sd.) R. BARWELL. 
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but I cannot for a moment give myself leave to think that this new law pre- 
cludes the army as a body from any of the rights of war. I cannot suppose it 
could be intended that British subjects serving in a military capacity in Asia 
should be denied the advantages common to British soldiers in other parts of 
the world, and at all rates it occurs that such an innovation of established cus- 
tom could only he affected by an express and positive clause. 

The Nabob's obligation was received on the Sth August, two months and 
twelve days before the existence of this new penal law was known in Indostan, 
for it was not published by you, gentlemen, at Calcutta till the 20th October, 
and even supposing it meant to exclude the army from future benefits of this 
nature, it would with all due submission in my humble opinion be a singular 
hardship on the Company’s troops were it to operate against them by retrospec- 
tion. 

This much escaped me, gentlemen, before I had perfectly recollected that 
the army has now an advocate, I cannot admit, more zealous to promote their 
interest, but of far greater influence and much more equal to the task of plead- 
ing for them; he, I am persuaded, will support their every right, and being 
better able to devise the means; to him therefore I commit the cause, 

At the same time that I put the above obligation into your custody, gentle- 
men, I beg leave to present to you a separate note of hand of the Vizier’s for 
fifty thousand rupees which, though it is expressed to be for the behalf of the 
Brigade in general, His Excellency did me the compliment of desiring me to 
divide amongst the field officers as I should think proper. 

Besides these two papers, I commit a third to your charge; it is a tuncha, for 
three lakhs of rupees which the Vizier did me the favour of desiring my accept- 
ance after he had sent me the two papers for the sum of seven lakhs anda half. 

Before I left the army, these three lakhs were repeatedly offered and in parti- 
cular His Excellency’s minister informed me that he had instructions to pay 
them out of the fifteen lakhs which he secured from Fyzulla Khan. ‘This cir- 
cumstance I mention to you gentlemen to show that the Vizier’s offers of these 
donations were spontaneous and the effects of gratitude for the services ren- 
dered him, but I refused the money because when the note was sent to me I 
had in my own mind determined to add it to the General Fund; it was my reso- 
lution to convince my followers and companions in the field, that I only desired 
to share with them in the advantages as I had done in the honours of the war, 
and I can with great truth assure you gentlemen that I perceive much more 
pleasure and self-approbation in throwing these three lakhs into the common 
fund and taking my chance of drawing a proportion than I should have had in 
receiving ten times the sum in any other manner. 

Having now in this respect discharged my duty to the army and to my 
own reputation, I am to intimate to you gentlemen my wishes of returning to 
England this season and to desire your leaye to resign the commission which 
T have the honour to hold in the Company's service. 

Attached as I am to this country where I have spent by far the greatest 
part of my life, I cannot divest myself of that amor patrie which warms the 
breast of every Englishman, and I took an early opportunity of signifying to 
Mr. Hastings my intentions of returning to my native country should any 
Officer be sent from England to take the command of the army. 

This event has now taken place, and though it is impossible I could con- 
strue it into an indignity offered by the gentlemen in the direction towards 
myself, since they could not have even surmised my succession to the com- 
mand, and although I-should deem myself happy in serving under a Lieutenant- 
General of His Majesty’s forces, yet when I reflect that I have already had the 
honour of holding a station which the King has not thought unworthy the ac- 
of an officer of so devoted a rank, and that I cannot arrive at a greater 
dignity, there no longer remains a field for that ambition which should animate 
me as a soldier: it is therefore time to close the scene, especially as my health 
has been so much impaired during the course of the late war that it would be 
dangerous for me to expose it longer to this unfriendly climate, and I shall 

re with so much the more satisfaction that the army falls under the patron- 
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account only do I most heartily congratulate them, but also for that there is in 
view another gentleman ready to second their General, and step forth with dig- 
nity to lead them to the field of honour. 

T have long, very long served the Company. I will not say, nay I have not 
the vanity to think gentlemen that I have done it with extraordinary abilities, 
but I have the satisfaction to know that I have done it with great fidelity. In 
serving them I have ultimately served my eountry and my King whose glory 
I have ever had at heart, and it is à matter of inexpressible pleasure to me that 
I consign the reputation of the British arms in this part of the world to my 
successor with unimpaired lustre. 

Before T take my leave gentlemen, let me beg, if there is no impropriety in 
the request, that I may be favoured with copies of the proceedings of the late 
Administration and extracts of your consultations relative to the Rohilla war, 
especially such parts thereof as regard my conduct or correspondence, and your 
honouring me with answers to such of my letters addressed to the late administra- 
tion as have been received since you assumed the reigns of Government, will 
greatly add to the obligation. S 

I have now only to add, gentlemen, my most hearty wishes for success to 
your endeavours in discharging the duties of the important and conspicuous 
stations to which you have been called forth ; may the result of your deliberations 
bring new aggrandisements to your country, glory to your King and honour to 
yourselves. 

Forr WILLIAM, ; Gentlemen, &c., 
The 13th December 1774. A. CHAMPION. 


Agreed that this letter also lie for consideration. 


LXsUTENANT-COLONEL Lesie called in and the questions above entered being 
entered, he replies as follows, viz.,— 
1st.—I would beg leave to distinguish between the real inhabitants and 
the acquired ones. By the acquired ones I mean the Rohillas or 
Afghans who conquered the country and became the masters of 
it. I believe the Gentoo inhabitants were not oppressed, the 
ryots have been much cherished by him as they ever were under 
any former Government, except at the time of the march of the 
army through their country, but that they returned to their 
plough immediately and seemed to be as happy as ever. 


2nd.—The day before our march from Shawabad the country upon the 
opposite side of the river Gurrah was in flames, and upon my en- 
quiry into the matter I learned it was by order of the Vizier that 
he had sent several detachments of his light cavalry for that pur- 
pose, but I believe the inhabitants of those villages had withdrawn 
themselves from them and taken sanctuary at Shawjehanpore. 
S3rd.—I have already explained this, the Rohillas were the conquerers of 
the country and a very different people from the native inhabit- 
ants, the Rohillas being Mussulmen and the native, Hindus. 
4th.—The native inhabitants after I left Bissouly between that and Simbu 
were all at their habitations and had returned to their cultivations 
of the country ; when I went down towards the banks of the Ganges 
it was highly cultivated, but about Puttergur which was the place 
of arms and retreat of the Rohillas before they retired to Loll 
Dang as their last resource there was no cultivation but of sugar. 
bth.—I protest I have heard a great deal of severity exercised on the families 
of the Chiefs of the Rohillahs, but I cannot positively speak to any 
of them but from hearsay, I am afraid there was too much reason 
to give the world a liberty to say that they were ill treated. "here 
Was one instance in which I thought it was necessary that I should 
interpose ; I had been sent into Pelybeet where the wife and family 
of Hafiz Rhamut were, and after a series of conversation with his 
Sons at which Major Hannay and Mr. Murray were present, I had 
a message from the Begum to request that I would speak to her. 
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I returned for answer that I was sorry it was out of my power as 
my conduct was prescribed to me, but that I would receive any 
message she would send to me; she sent her son in return to ac- 
quaint me that the business he wanted to speak to me on was to 
beg that I would intercede with Colonel Champion, io protect her 
from any insult which might be offered her by the Vizier. In 
consequence of her request, I went to Colonel Champion and 
begged that he woud give every sanction in his power and address the 
Vizier upon the occasion which the Colonel promised to do. This is 
the only occasion I had to apply to Colonel Champion on the sub- 
ject; I hear that many others did exist. Ihave heard a great deal 
reported of this kind. I believe a great deal of it and had reason 
to disbelieve a great deal, as the reports were so improbable I 
did not give car to them. The messages from the Begum mention- 
ed no instance of severity or ill treatment to her ; at that time there 
would nothing have happened as it was the very day we marched 
to Pellybeet. 


6th.—Those are tho...... vague reports which I wished in general to inform 


you of, but indeed there were particular ones which were attend- 
ed with such circumstances that I could scarce give any credit to 
from the situation of the parties. ‘There was a particular one at 
Bissouly, one of the daughters of the Rohilla Chief of that place, 
whom they said he had committed violence upon and that she in 
consequence poisoned herself, and knowing the situation of the 
Vizier at that time I thought it almost impracticable which made 
me to give very little credit to the stories which I heard at the 
time of such a nature. 


7th.—Upon my word so little as I am acquainted with those points, I 


can’t possibly give an opinion but upon conjecture, and which 
every other person is fully as capable of as myself. But from the 
general character of this race of people, who took possession of 
that country from the native inhabitants, they made them till their 
ground left them a subsistence and kept the rest for themselves. 
I can’t tell what their conduct was to their conquered enemies as 
they conquered none within my knowledge of them except the 
inhabitants of that country whom as I mentioned before they 
kept in subjection. 


8th.—The Ganges running through the Rohilla country becomes at this 


time of the year I believe in some places fordable, and continues 
so till the end of March or beginning of April, at which time the 
snow melting upon the adjacent mountains swells the river and it 
is not passable but by boats. There are several forts from Hard- 
wagaut to Ramgaut, they are all defensible as is the country all 
down that side of the river, having in general very high banks; 
the opposite side is quite flat and is universally known to people 
in the neighbourhood because there is a continual intercourse 
between the countries on both sides of the river. 


9th.—I don't believe if our army was posted there that the Mahrattas 


durst make an attempt to enter in by any part of that river or any 
other power of Indostan. I mean by our army the brigade that 
was stationed there. If they did it is very clear they might 


` make a retreat, as our army could not come up with cavalry. If 


they should cross the river it must be with their horses only ; they 
could not have any equipage, appointments or subsistence, and it 
must be merely fora day as they could not bring any appoint- 
ments or subsistence along with them. 


—I can’t possibly say with regard to the amount of the sum the 


Vizier possessed himself of, but report I believe made it a great 
deal more than it really was, though I am convinced it amounted 
toa very considerable sum ; report made it from 1, 2 to 3 mil- 
lions of money. I believe the principal articles of it to have con- 
sisted in bullion and specie. ‘Chere were a number of camels and. 
elephants, but these were very inconsiderable in comparison with — 
the former. 33 
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The General now begs leave to propose some questions to Colonel Leslie— 
Q.—I observe that you mentioned in reply to the Ist question that the 


Vizier behaved well to the ancient inhabitants, and I now desire 
to know how they behaved to the Rohillas ? 


A.—The prisoners who fell into the hands of the Vizier which I believe 


to be very few are now entertained in his service; there are some 
of the sons of Hafiz Rhamut, two particularly whom I know and 
have often seen riding in his suit. He generally took one of these 
out with them all the time he was at Bessouly ; their appearance 
was good and I think the same as the rest of his cavalry, and 
they appeared contented, but no doubt he kept a watehfull eye 


upon them. 


Q.—Are there any fords lower than Ramgaut on the Ganges ? 
A. Jam satisfied there are several fords between Ramgaut and Illaha- 


bad. I have crossed at Illahabad frequently myself. 


Question from the Governor— 
Q.—What is the general breadth of the river from Hardwa to the 


southern extremity of the Rohilla Country ? 


A,—I did not come down by the river, but from Hardwa to Weynagaut 


(about 12 coss) the river appeared to be about as broad as at Cal- 
cutta; at Ramgaut it is broader.and thence continues all the way 
downwards the same way and size as down Bahar and inter- 
rupted by sands and islands. By the river I mean the body of 
water which when I saw it was about as broad as it is here. 


Questions by the General— 
Q.—What is the distance from Shawbad the frontier of the Province of 


Oude to Lalldang the extremity of the Rohilla Country ? 


A.—I believe it to be about two hundred miles. 

Q.—Do you know the latitude of Lalldang ? 

A:—The latitude I think is 30 degrees 48 minutes north. 

Q.—How far do you reckon it to be from Lalldang to Delhy ? 
A.—Delhy I believe is in 28. 

Q.—Whilst the army was in the Rohilla Country could it have prevent- 


ed a Mahratta army entering the Province of Bahar ? 


A.—The Mahrattas might have entered the Province of Bahar by many 


inroads, as the brigade was at too great a distance to prevent 
them. 


Q.—If a Mahratta army had entered the Province of Bahar at that time 


do you know of any troops that could have opposed their coming 
to Cassembuzar ? ; 


4.—If they had made their entrance by the Province of Corab, I really 


don’t know what disposition the Vizier had made of his troops 
to oppose their passage; if they had come further down the 
country, I don’t know of any troops nearer than Barrampore, nor 
what disposition Governor Hastings had made to oppose their 
passage to Cassembuzar ; certainly if the Vizier had not made a 
proper disposition of his troops in the lower country they could 
have penetrated as far as Cassembuzar. ` 


Questions by the Governor— 2 
Q.—Did you hear of any 'Mahratta troops being in the country or near 


it, or expected there at the time our troops entered it ? 


"4.—After ovr retreat to winter quarters there was a report that Fyzulla 


164 


Cawn waited a junction of the Mahratta force and expected a 
considerable number of Mahratta troops with whose aid he in- 
tended to take the field again, and I think the time he expected 
them to come was about the time that the river would become 
fordable, but the report lost its credit immediately from the divi- 
Sions that existed among the Mahratta Chiefs, 
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Q.—Did the army consider the war in which they were engaged as one 
that did honour to the British name or such as disgraced it? 

41.—1 cannot answer for the opinion of others upon this subject, I can 
only answer for my own. 

Q.—W ho provided the contingencies of the army ? 

A.—The Commissary General; at the beginning of the campaign they 
were supplied by the paymaster until the arrival of the Com- 
missary General’s Deputy. 

Q.—Did you ever know in any army that the person who provided the 
contingencies had the controul of them ? 

A.—There were many controuls upon the persons who supplied the 
armies I have served in, but I do not recollect any agent of sup- 
plies controuling his own accounts. 

Q.—lIad you any map of the Rohilla country furnished by the Gover- 
nor when you went to the army ? 

A,—No, I believe there were very few extant. I applied to the Governor 
for such as he had of the upper country, ;.e., of the upper parts of 
Bahar and Province of Oudh and he informed me the only one 
he had he had promised to Captain Toone. 

Q.—Do you know if Colonel Champion was furnished with maps of the 
country ? 

A.—I believe he had some maps of the country, I have seen scraps of 
them but he did not communicate them to me. 


Questions by Mr. Francis— 


Q.—How long since the Rohillas have been established in that country ? 

A.—About fifty years. 

Q.—When you were sent into Pelybeet did the Begum send the trin- 
kets and ornaments of the women to you desiring your acceptance 
of them, and what answer did you send her ? 

A.—The Begum did send her trinkets and ornaments. When Major Han- 
nay and Mr. Murray and I were sent to Pelybeet we went as 
three Commissioners in conjunction with three of the Viziers to 
examine the Treasury and search for military chests of the beaten 
army. We searched the treasury and every other place, but the 
zenanas which we were forbid to enter; the women of the zenana 
sent their trinkets from a supposition that they were a part of 
the treasure, which we returned to them, acquainting them that 
we did not come in search of their trinkets but for the treasure 
deposited there. 

Q.—Did the Vizier afterwards take away more trinkets and ornaments 
from the women ? 

A.—I believe he did; I am pretty sure he did take them away the next 
day. 

Q.—Was it the enormity of the reports circulated concerning the Vizier’s 
conduct to the families of the Rohilla chiefs which made you 
think them improbable ? à 

A.—No, it was not; they were the circumstances of the reports. 

Q.—Is not the Vizier, notwithstanding the unhappy state of his health, 
notoriously addieted to women and aceustomed to gratify the 
sudden impulse of his passions at any rate? — 

A.—I believe he is as addicted to women as most people, and that he 
would go as far to gratify them. * 


Question by the Governor— 


Q.—Was he at this time in a condition to gratify his passions ? 
A.—From the accounts I had of him I don't think he was. 
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Questions by Mr. Francis— gy . | es 
Q.—Do you believe the Vizier ever entered ihe zenanas of any of the 
- . Rohillah Chiefs ? 
A.—I don't know, I believe he did. i l 
Q.—Is not the family of a noble Moor dishonoured by a man's forcibly 
entering the zenana and seeing the women ? 
A.—Yes, T believe it is. i P : 
Q.—Were you employed in our army in the year 1773, when it acted in 
defence of the Rohillas against the Mahrattas ? 
A.—No. 
Q.—Did the Vizier make any suitable allowance for the maintenance of 
the families of the conquered Chiefs or were they abandoned to 
distress and misery for want of the common necessaries of life 
at any time ? 
A,—The Vizier has I am told settled allowances, Jaghiers upon most 
5 of them, but I believe not sufficient to keep them in that way of 
life they are brought up in, but upon my word I don t know what 
distresses they have been brought to as they are confined within 
forts, but the report of the world says they suffer great distress, 
Q.—Did the Vizier make use of any and what contrivances to possess 
himself of all the treasure in the treasuries of the chief towns to 
the exclusion of the English troops ? 
A.—The Vizier took all the treasure he could find in the towns without 
regard to the Company’s troops. 
Q.—Was it the English troops or those of the Vizier which conquered 
the Rohillah country ? 
A.—I believe the Company's troops were the princials of the conquest, 
and J am sure they were. 
@.—Is the Vizier able to defend and secure his new conquest without 
the constant: presence of our brigade in the Robilla country ? 
A.—If you confine it merely to that his own troops will be sufficient to 
defend it. 
Q.—How far is Ramgaut from the frontiers of Oude ? 
A.—About 70 or 80 English miles. 


Q.—When you were sent to join the brigade were you informed of the 
object of the expedition, that is, whether it was to invade or to 
defend the Rohillas ? 

A.—I knew it was ordered to join the 2nd brigade and Sujah Dowlah’s 
army, but I did not know the nature of the service on which I 
was to be employed. 

Q.—Was it commonly said or believed in the country that the Rohillas 
had been sacrificed to the Vizier by the English Government. 

A—No, I never heard it, but the Rohillas said if we had not been in 
conjunction with Sujah-ul-Dowlah they would have been an equal 
match for him, and it was owing to the power of the English 
troops that he conquered them, 


Questions by the General— 


Q.—Were the Rohilla Chiefs whom you said were now confined taken 
in battle or did they surrender themselves by capitulation ? 

A.—They surrendered at discretion. 

Q.—How long do you Suppose th 
Lalldang to Caleutta ? 

A.—Near three months, two at least. 


_ _ Colonel Leslie desires time to consider further on this last question, and as 
it becomes a part of his duty he will do it with the greatest exactness, 


The ee desires to add this question for Colonel Leslie’s consideration. 


e army would be on marching from 
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In what time he imagines a whole brigade or part of it would be able 
upon an emergency to come to Calcutta by water at the different seasons of the 
year, and Colonel Leslie is desired to consider this question in its full extent. 

Major Hannay called in. 

To the first question.—To the best of my knowledge I saw no signs of 
oppression to the inhabitants of the new conquered country, but from part cular 
enquiries which I had an opportunity of making of the country people they 
said they had met with no treatment that they could complain of ; that from the 
treatment they had met with, they had no reason to fear greater severity 
from the Vizier than their former masters. 

To the second question.—I believe both the Vizier and the Rohillas were 
concerned in burning the villages. I was informed that some days before our 
arrival at Shawbad the Rohillas had burned some villages towards Mamdy, 
in the Vizier's ancient dominions. 


To the third question.—I have learnd from many people that it is only 
within 50 years, that the Rohillas have become masters of the country to the 
north of the Ganges, that they were originally Afghans, came into Indostan 
under a Surdar named Daud Cawn and that they conquered that country from 
the Hindoos and that since that time they have followed no other profession 
than that of arms, and the ancient Hindoos have cultivated the country, the Ro- 
hillas are Mussulmen of the sect of Omah, and that the cultivators of the country 
are Hindoos. Isuppose the proportion to be about 9 Hindoos to 1 Mussulman. 

To the fourth question.—Several of the native inhabitants of course had 
followed the Rohillas to Pattergur and Lalldang, but the proportion of them 
was very small, and several of them to my knowiedge returned bofore the war 
was finished, to their former habitations. At the time that I went upon an expe- 
dition from Bessouly to Sumbul, Meradabad and Rampore, the country appeared 
to be in good cultivation, the inhabitants were employed in tilling it. It is in 
general one of the best cultivated countries I have seen in Indostan, and very 
well inhabited, and the people appeared to be as busy at this time as if there 
had been a profound peace, and under no kind of apprehension from the con- 
querors. At or some time after the battle of St. George Eugee Cawn was re- 
turning from Delhi to join his master the Vizier, and had taken possession of all 
the country from Anopshare and Ramgaut to Rampore, and established Fousdars 
and Collectors of the revenues of it before the arrival of our army at Bessouly, 
and to maintain these Fousdars in the execution of their duty it was only neces- 
sary to leave 500 Nudjiff Cawns there and 5 companys of regular sepoys and 
some hundreds of the Burrah Fultan, in all not amounting to 1,500 men, who 
kept the country in perfect quietness untill our army arrived and after the 
march of our army to Pottergur. 

To the fifth question.—I was generally inform’d and from my own observa- 
tion I am led to believe that he treated them with a great deal of severity, for 
instance he deprived them of all the ornamental part of their dress and did not 
provide them with such accommodations as I thought their rank entitled them 
to expect. The reports that prevailed in camp were various, but were not con- 
veyed to me from such authority as to warrant my offering them to the Board. 

Mr. Francis begs leave to propose the following question in this place as 
it has immediate relation to the last. 

Q.—Do you know or have you heard whether they were at any time re- 
duced to distress for want even of a subsistence ? 

A.—I have heard that their subsistence was scanty, but this is one of 
the reports I have heard and have not been able to ascertain the 
truth of, to my own satisfaction. 

To the sixth question.—I have heard while I was at Bessouly frequently 
that he had violated one of the daughters of Mohuboola Cawn, but I never gave 
credit to it, nay I believe it impossible from the state of health he was in at 
that time. I may say further that when I heard this report, I was at a good 
deal of pains to investigate the truth of it, and tracing it back, I could carry it 
no further, than it was a report that prevailed among the guard at the door 
of the zenana, and from the situation of this guard to the zenana it was impos- 
sible they could be acquainted with any circumstaners that past within, as the 
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apartments of the women wero at such a distance from the gateway where the 
guard were placed. There was another motive which induced me to disbelieve 
the report which was that a few days after this happened the women were car- 
ried to camp where he would have a much better opportunity of doing it, with- 
out detection had he been disposed to it or able. ' 


Question by Mr, Francis.— 


Q.—Do you know or believe that the Vizier entered the zenanas of the 
wives of any of the Rohilla Chiefs ? 

4.—1t is impossible for me to answer with any degree of precision 
from the zenanas being spacious places consisting of many apart- 
ments many of which are not occupied by women. I never knew 
of his going into any of them at Pellybeet; I can positively say he 
did not for he never went into the Town of Pellybeet; at Bessouly 
I have heard that he went frequently into the zenana there, but to 
the best of my remembrance.it was after the women were removed 
to camp, and that he was fitting up the zenanas for the recep- 
tion of his own family during the time he was going to Putter- 
gur. 

To the seventh question.—Their national character has in general been the 
want of sincerity, to elucidate which, I beg leave to mention one instance. At 
the time that Mahomed Ally was their chief, he prevailed upon the Almora Raja 
and the other hill Rajas to assist him in his rebellion against the King Maho- 
med Shaw, that they did assist him with 20,000 men, that upon the approach 
of the imperial army they found themselves so much inferior in point of 
strength that they judged it imprudent to give him battle, and prevailed upon 
the Almorah Raja to admit them into his country the access to which is so 
strong that a small number of troops may defend the pass agaiust a very nume- 
rous army, they continued there till an invasion of the Mahrattas required that 
the army of the empire should be returned against them. As soon as ever the 
army of the empire quitted the Rohilla country, then the Rohillas seized the 
country of the Almorah Raja, their ally, carried away most of the handsomest 
women of the country captives, among others the daughter of the Raja whom 
Ally Mahomed took himself and she was the mother of the present Fyzulla 
Cawn. This is mentioned as an instance of their insincerity, farther it is a 
proverb in Indostan, that they pray with one hand and rob with the other. 
Their manner of making war is much the same as is practised all over Indostan ; 
towards their conquered enemys they have generally been bloody, those whom 
they have saved they commonly made captives of, and in the late campaign 
I have been very well assured by many of the prisoners that their intentions 
towards us were very bloody, that they had orders to give no quarter. 


To the eighth question.—I have never understood that it was fordable at 
any place below Anopshuri, and I have taken great pains to make myself ac- 
quainted with your subject by enquiries of Nudjiff Cawn, and after the war 
was finished of many of the Rohillas. Ihave understood that it is easy forded 
at no place, but in the month of March and beginning of April it may be forded 
at several places between Hardwa and Anopshuri, but it is not fordable long 
after that period on account of the melting of thesnows and rising of the rivers. 
I have been told by Nudjiff Cawn that he was astonished at the Rohillas suf- 
fering the Mahrattas to cross the Ganges when they invaded the country of 
Zabita Cawn to the mouth of the Ganges, as he assured me that every one of the 
fords might easily have been defended. I was with the Vizier a few days after 
they had crossed the Ganges, and he blamed the sirdars very much for suffering 
them, USDE this expression, “ He was sure Zabita Cawn was not the son of old 
Nazim O Dowlah. or he would not have suffered them to cross the Ganges." It 
n the general opinion of all the Indostan soldiers with whom I have talked on 
un Er un ihe Ganges is not to be forded but by surprise; the fords are 

To.the ninth question.—I think it would be so dangerous an enterprize 
CU would hardly undertake it; and if they did, in case of a defeat diss 
would be totally ruined having but a small tract of country to march over 
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before they come to the Ganges, and if a victorious army pursued them closely 
they must cither perish in it or fall by the sword. : 

To the tenth question.—I believe it impossible to accertain what the 
sum is, but it is generally supposed and I do very believe to have been consider- 
able, consisting chiefly in specie, plate and jwels; by considerable, I mean up- 
wards of a crore of rupees; this is my own opinion, others have estimated the 
sum at a great deal more. 

To the eleventh question.—I recollect to have learnt from Sir Robert Barker, 
that when he marched up to Ramgaut with the Vizier to the assistance of the 
Rohillas, and had come near to the Mahratta army, their conduct was so doubt- 
ful and had so much the appearance of treachery, that he had come to a reso- 
lution of attacking them if they did not fully declare themselves by their 
actions; and to the best of my remembrance he would have done it but that 
he was misled by a guide. But this is a question which Colonel Champion or 
Colonel Goddard can better reply to as they were present, I was not but only 
heard it from General Sir Robert Barker. 


Questions by the General— 


Q.—Do you know who has the commission to receive Nujiff Cawn's 
pension which is to be paid by this Presidency ? ; 

A.—It is a question I cannot well reply to. I know whom he intended 
to appoint his agent, but the confirmation of the appointment 
I understood depended on the Governor. 

Q.—Who was the person intended with the Government approbation ? 

A.—I was. 

Q.—What were you to receive for it? 

Major Hannay ordered to withdraw. 


The Governor General observes that the questions which he proposed and 
which were assented to by the Board related only to the Kohilla war, but the 
questions now put by the General tend to reveal some transaction of Major 
Hannay himself, which if of a private and lawful nature the Board have no 
right to enquire into, and if of an unlawful nature they ought not to be put to 
Major Hannay himself, he therefore objects to this question being put. 


Mr. Francis.—I think the question proper and necessary and that the 
Board have a right to make the enquiry. I cannot suppose that Major Hannay 
has done anything criminal in this business, because the intended appoint- 
ment was to have the sanction of the Governor, and had been communicated to 
him by the Commander-in-Chief of the Army. 

Mr. Barwell thinks the question improper, it has no public object, and 
therefore objects to it. 

Mr. Monson sees no impropriety in putting the question to Major Hannay, 
as he understands that these gentlemen were called before the Board to give 
the most ample information and cannot suppose that there was any thing 
improper in the appointment of Major Hannay to be Agent to Nudjiff Cawn 
as it was to receive the Governor's sanction. 

Resolved that the question be put. 

Major Hannay called in again and the question put to him— 

‘A,—I have long known Nudjiff Cawn, he isa man for whom I enter- 
tain a friendship and should embrace any consistent opportunity 
to testify my friendship to him. I wish to explain what I mean by 
the Governor's confirmation of his intention of appointing me his 
Agent. I thought it was improper to accept of that appointment 
without having first applied for and obtained leave from the Com- 
mander-in-Chief and the Governor not thinking myself an adequate 
judge how far it was proper for me to undertake such an office. 


Question by the Governor— 
Q.—I desire Major Hannay may inform the Board what answer he 
received from me either directed to himself or the Commander- 
in-Chief. 
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A.—I don't positively recollect what the answer was, but I think it was 
that there was no money due at that time to Nudjiff Cawn, but 
when the Governor should be acquainted with the pleasure of 
the Court of Directors he would then determine whether the Ja- 
ghire was to be paid, and in the meantime it was needless to con- 
firm an appointment which might never be exercised. 


Questions by the General— ‘ i 
3 Q.—Do you not know that Colonel Champion made representations to the 
Vizier of eruelties exercised by his troops in the Rohilla country ? 
A.—I have heard Colonel Champion say that he had remonstrated to 
the Vizier against the burning of any. villages, but I was not 
present at any such. remonstrance. I further heard him say that j 
he had used his offices with the Vizier to pursude him to treat 
: the captive families of the Rohilla chiefs with more humanity 
and tenderness, and that upon these occasions the Vizier denied 
having treated them with severity. 
Q.—Do you imagine that Colonel Champion would have made such | 
` representations to the Vizier if he had not been persuaded that 
the facts were true ? 
A.—The burning of the villages was evident, and I cai say with con- 
fidence that Colonel Champion would not have made application 
to the Vizier for the remedy of evils which he did not believe to 
exist. 
Q.—Whether you don't think that the Commander of the Army was in 
a situation to be better informed of transactions of that nature 
than yourself ? , 
4.— With respect to the burning of the villages and matters of that 
nature with all deference to the Commander-in-Chief, I humbly 
conceive that I had a good opportunity of being acquainted as 
any one; with respect to the treatment of the captive families, 


T conceive he must have had better opportunities of information l 
than me, as he might have received letters from them on the | 
subject which I did not. t 


Q.—Whether you imagine that the army whilst it was in the Rohilla 
country could have prevented the Mahrattas from entering the } 
i Bahar province by the country of Corah ? | 
A.—I understand that the Mahrattas must come into the Corah country 
by the Culpee Gaut, and as their march from their own country 
A to Culpee is a very considerable greater distance, our army would 
have been time enough to oppose their passage of the Jumna. 
o Q.—Was the brieade complete when it entered the field, particularly 
the Europeans ? 


i 
. | 

A.—Not quite complete. 4 
| 


Q.—How was it by the last returns you have seen ? 
A.—Not quite complete. 
Q.—How many men did the European battalion want ? 


4.—I will send a particular account tomorrow from the latest returns 
I have seen. 


Q.—What troops had you belonging to the Company and the brigade 3 
establishment ? i 
4.—The latter part of the campaign the troop of cavalry; we had also 1 
two companies of grenadier sepoys from the 8rd brigade. { 
Q.—Whether the cadets form part of the effective strength of the second 1 
regiment or not ? ; 4 

_ 4.—It was only in October last that they joined the regiment. They 

. did duty before with the sepoy grenadier corps; they are not 
included in the establishment. 
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Q.—Who supplied the contingencies of the army ? 

A.—At the beginning of the campaign they were furnished by the pay- 
master, but latterly by the Commissary General. 

Q.—Is it usual for the same person to supply contingencies and to con- 
trol the accounts of them ? 


A.—I don’t recollect any instances of it in Europe. 


Questions by Colonel Monson— 


Q.—What induced the Vizier to enter the zenana at Bissouly after the 
women had been removed from it ? 

A,—T look for treasure was his first motive, and to set up the zenana 
for his own women was his secondary. 

Q.—When you went as an agent in behalf of the army into the fort of 
Pillybeet to look for treasure were you precluded from going 
into the zenana? 

A.—I was. 

Q.—Do you imagine if you had been allowed to have gone into tlie 
zenana, you would have found treasure ? 

4.—I do imagine I should have found some, as I was informed by a son 
of Hafiz Rahmit Cawn that there were some thousands rupees 
there, I think about 10,000. 


Questions by Mr. Francis— 

Q.—Do you conceive the country of the Rohillas to be completely and 
quietly reduced to the Vizier's subjection? 

A.—I do. 

Q.—Do you apprehend that it is necessary for the English troops to 
remain there in order to secure and establish the Vizier's govern- 
ment over his new subjects ? 

A,—I do not consider it as absolutely necessary that they should conti- 
nue in that country, but it would be of great advantage to the 
"Vizier's affairs that they should be in some part of the Province 
of Oude, the nearer the frontiers the more it would contribute to 
the Vizier's advantage. 


Question by the Governor— 

Q.—Do you imagine that the possession of the Rohilla country would 
be at this time in danger by the opinion that it might be invaded 
without any interruption or opposition from the English brigade? 

A.—The unsettled situation of the Pattans and the Rohillas that were 
made to cross the Ganges into the Duabe makes me believe 
that if the brigade were withdrawn and they were thoroughly 
convinced that the Vizier would not be supported in that con- 
quest, they would endeavour to wrest it from him. 


Questions by. Colonel Monson— 

Q.—Do you know the bundebust that the Vizier has settled for the 

whole of the Rohilla country? 

A.—No, I do not. 

Q.— What is the reputed revenue of the Rohilla country ? 

A.—Upwards of 70 lacs. 

Q.—You said that several of the prisoners had informed you that they 
intended to give us no quarter; do you not think it natural that 
they should form such a resolution against a nation which without 
any provocation invaded their country with an avowed design 
to conquer it for a Prince whom in their corruption the Rohillas 
particularly feared and detested ? 
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A.—Under such circumstances as here represented I should regard it 
by no means an unnatural resolution for the Rohillas to have 
come to, but I understood that they never aceused us of entering 
their country without provocation, and what I understood from 
them to have been the provocation, that brought us into their 
country, was their not having fulfilled their engagement they had 
entered into with the Vizier to pay him 40 lacs of rupees, nor did 
T understand that the conquest of the country was meditated if 
they should have paid the treaty money and the expences of the 
war. 
The Board having no further questions to put to Major Hannay he is 
desired to withdraw. 


Fort William the 28th December I774. 
AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Secret Dept. The Hon’Bre WARREN Hastings, Governor General, President, 
Wednesday. LIEUT.-GENERAL JOHN CLAVERING. 


The HON’ BILE GEORGE Monson. 
RıcuarD BARWELL, Esq. 
Pru Franots, Esq. 


The Consultation of the 21st read and approved. 
Colonel Champion having sent in the following letter which is now read. 


Hox'snE Sir AND Srrs,—Last night I received your favor of the 19th, 

and have to wish that Mr. Hastings’ consciousness of 

Colonel Champion. the credit due to his conduct, to his sentiments and to 

his manner of communicating them had been sufficient to have prevented the 

possibility of his receiving the sense of my address of that date in the manner 
he appears to have done. 

I gave myself the liberty of supposing he had declined producing the cor- 
respondence from regard to ordinary politeness in consideration of many of the 
letters having been addressed familiarly, and by the reference made to him I 
meant no more than a return of the like compliment; bat although I have 
already waived every other objection, he was pleased to insist on making the 
reference on his part a matter of tenderness towards me. Under such a con- 
struction, I cannot think of withholding the letters, and unequal as I acknow- 
ledge myself to Mr. Hastings in the talent of writing, [ shall let my sentiment 
and conduct speak for themselves without seeking to anticipate opinions. 

When, for the reasons assigned in my letter, I requested the favor of a pre- 
vious perusal of your questions regarding the’ Rohilla war, I always under- 
stood that I was to give the answers verbally, because I know the effects of one 
question frequently produces another. My complaints are now less painful 
though my health is far from being re-established, but I am so much recovered 
that I shall with pleasure wait upon you whenever it may suit your conve- 
niency. . 

I have the honor to be, &c., 
A. CHAMPION. 


The 21st December 1774. 


Colonel Champion called in Colonel Champion in compliance with a summons 
m examined on the Robills now attending is called in and the Governor General's 
i questions of the 19th instant being put to him he replies 
to them severally as follows :— 
To the 1st question,—1t appeared so to me. 
112 
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To the 2nd question.—The Vizier. 


To the 3rd question.—The Rohillas are in possession of it as conquerors 
only, the native inhabitants are not of the same sect or religion. 

To the 4th question.—The native inhabitants are still remaining, and the 
country is in a flourishing state. 

To the 5th question.—It appeared to me that he was guilty of cruelties to 
the families of the Rohilla Chiefs but as to the instance Í must refer to my 
minute. 

To the 6th question.—I did hear such a report, but as to the grounds, I 
have none suflicient to prove the accusation, but the report of it was made to 
me. 

To the 7th question.—They are a brave race of people, they make wars as 

the Indians generally do. I have no particular accounts of their conduct to 
their conquered enimies. 
. To the 8th question.—The Ganges is fordable in many places, I believe 
in April, May and part of June. I have little knowledge of the fords, but I 
believe they may be defensible by a European force, but not by the country 
powers. I believe they are universally known. Rynegaut is one, Ramgaut 
another, and there are two other places, the names of which I do not know. 

To the 9th question.—If our army was upon the spot I don’t think they 
would venture to cross, but if the army was at the distance of 100 coss, I 
believe they would venture, and with our army pursuing them, I think they 


would recross themselves but not with safety to their baggage. 


To the 10th question.—I have heard (have an account) but that account 
was given me by Hircarrahs that the amount of the plunder was about 15 crore 
of rupees, and T believe that the amount was a crore and a half of rupees; it 
consisted in gold, silver and jewels. 

To the 11th question.—I cannot charge my memory with any thing of 
that sort. 

Questions by the Governor General— 


Q.—Do you know whether the Vizier received any letters from Hafiz 
Rhamed Cawn and the other Rohilla Chiefs under their respect- 
ive seals about the time of the commencement of the campaign ? 


A.—To the best of my recollection he did. 
Q.—Did you receive such a letter from the Rohilla Chiefs at the same 
time ? 
A.—I think I did. 
Q.— What was the purport of them ? 
A.—To the best of my recollection they were affording an accommoda- 
tion. 
Q.—What opinion did the Vizier express upon the offer ? 
A.—That he would hear of no accommodation. 
Q.—Do you recollect whether the letter expressed anything like an ac- 
knowledgement of a breach of treaty committed by the Rohilla ? 
* A.—I don’t recollect. 
The Colonel is requested to lay before the Board a copy of the letter ad- 
dressed to him by the Rohilla Chiefs, with his answer to it. 


Questions by the General— 
Q.—When did you receive your instructions ? 
A.—About the 19th or 20th of February, in Calcutta. 
_—Was any mention made in those instructions of the object of the 
Rohilla War ? 
A.—I think there was. 
Q.—Was any previous intimation made to the Rohillas that the Gov- 
ernment had taken offence at any part of their conduct ? 
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A.—I don’t recollect that there was. 
Q.—Do you believe that you should have remembered it, had such an 
' “intimation been made by yourself ? 

A.—Oortainly. 

Q.—When the Vizier began plundering and burning the country, did 
you make any representation to him upon it P 

A—I did. m 

Q.—Did you represent to the Vizier your opinion of the ill treatment 
of the prisoners ? 

A.—I did. -: 

Q.—Were not some of the families of the Chiefs left destitute of necés- 

> saries for their subsistance ? 

A.—No, 

Q.—In what way were they ill treated ? 

A.—It was reported to me that they were in want. 

Q.—Did you inform the Governor, Mr. Hastings, of the Vizier’s con- 
duct towards the country and the prisoners ? 

A—I did. 2 

Q.—How did the Governor take your representations ? 

A—To the best of my recollection he wrote to the Vizier to be more 
moderate in his behavior. 

Q.—Did the Governor seem to be pleased at your making this represen- 
tation to him ? 

-4.—I refer to the Governor's letter written in answer. 

Q.—When you expostulated with the Governor on the disgrace and 

dishonor which this war brought on the British Arms, what 

answer did he make to these expostulations ? 


A.—I cannot charge my memory, but beg leave to refer to the corres- 
pondence. 


Q.—Did you apprenend during the campaign that the Mahrattas would 
come towards the Ganges in autumn ? 


A.—I received some information from the Vizier that he was in expec- 
tations of it. 


Q.— Whilst the army was in the heart of the Rohilla country do you 
think you could have covered the Province of Bengal from an 
invasion of the Mahrattas, had they entered by the way of Corah ? 


A.—I request to have this question given me in writing that I may 
return an answer. 


Q.—Did you hear that Nudjuff Cawn had engaged Sombre, Redman, 
and other English deserters in his service ? 


A.—To the best of my recollection no. 
Questions by the Governor— 
Q.—What is your opinion of the character of Nudjiff Cawn, and of his 
attachment towards us ? 


A.—TI believe him to be a good man and firm to our interests. 


Q—Do you know how Major Polier came to be employed at the siege 
of Agra? S 


--4.—No. ; 
Q.—Do you know of any cannon or small arms sent to the Vizier ? 
-4.—I know of some cannon, but as to small arms, I can't sa y. 

Q. How many cannon were there and of what sort ? 
Four, and I believe them iron 18-prs. 

"How were the contingencies of the army furnished ? ' 
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A.—The first part of the campaign by the paymaster, and the latter 
part by the Commissary General, 


Q.—What was the cause of the change in the mode of supplying the 
contingencies from the paymaster to the Commissary General ? 

A.—I understood that it was by order of the Company. 

Q.—Do you know nearly how many boats the Conftnissary General had 


- with stores ? 
* A.—No. " 
| Q.— When he sells the stores who purchases them, or makes the bargain 
| for the Company ? 
6 4.—The stores are supplied by indent, I cannot say who makes the bar- 


gain. 

Q.—W ho fixes the price of the stores ? 

4.—Ī cannot say. 

Q.—Who comptrolls the accounts after they are purchased ? 

A.—The Commissary General. 

Q.—Do you know if any lead was indented for ? 

A,—No, that I recollect. 

Q.— When did you acquaint the Governor with having received an obli- 
gation from the Vizier for seven lacs as a present to the army * 

4.—1 believe it to be the 8th of August. 


Q.— When did you acquaint them of your having received the obligation 1 
for 50,000 rupees? ji 
| 


44.—1 never did mention it to the best of my knowledge. 


Q.—When did you acquaint them of your having received the tuncaw : 
for the 3 lacs ? i 


W A.—Not till I came to Calcutta. | 
Q.—Did you ever mention in your correspondence with the Governor, | 
H that advantageous conditions might be procured for the Company 
l by making peace with some of the Rohilla Chiefs ? 
E A.—I did. | 
| Q.—Do you recollect what conditions might have been obtained for 
the Company by making peace with them ? | 
A.—I refer to my correspondence for the particulars. 
Q.—When you made the propositions to the Governor, did he not order 
you not to negotiate, but to pursue the war till the Rohillas 
were entirely conquered ? 
3 A.—I cannot charge my memory with this, but refer to my corre- | 
4 spondence. ; 
3 Questions by Mr. Francis— A 
3 Q.—Whether you have received from the Vizier any part of the 40 
Pi lacs, stipulated to be paid by him to the Company on account 
" of the Rohilla, war ? - 
: A.—No. $ 


Q.—Do you know whether he has paid any part of that sum to any 
: person for the use of the Company ? 
A.—No., ; Res 
.—What do you apprehend is the annual amount of the revenue  . | 
X pct us Vizier, by the conquest of the Rohilla country ? N m 
A.—I understood it to be between 70 and 80 lacs. 
Q.— Whether your letter to us dated the 19th instant and now shown you, 
communicated to the Governor General, before it was sent into 
the Board and whether he made any objection to its being sent? 


à A.—No. : = 
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The Governor begs leave to ask Mr. Francis, and desires he will inform 
Board, why he asks this question as it is so pointed to himself. 

- Wr, Francis —I did understand that one of the letters sent in by Colonel 
Champion had been previously eommunieated to the Governor, I do still un- 
erstand so from the | lonel, and I asked merely to ascertain what the letter 
was, and to prevent, mistakes, I now beg leave to ask the Colonel, whether any 
Jett of his to the Board since his arrival at this Presidency was previously 
- communicated to the Governor. 
; A.—The letter wherein 

Governor. 


“the 


I required my resignation was shown to the 


Questions by General Clavering— 
Q.—When you was ordered by the late President and Council to make 
your demand on the Vizier for the 40 lacs did he acknowledge 
the money to be due ? 
A.— Yes. 
The first dem 


middle of July. 
Q.—Did you ever repeat that demand afterwards ? 


A.—No; to the best of my recollection, I did. . 
Q.—What reason did he give for not paying you ? 
A.—That he had no money in the field, but when he returned to Fyza- 
bad it should be paid. 
Q.—Did he not promise to pay it with the money he received from Fyz- 
oola Cawn. 
A.—He did promise it. 
Q.—Did he perform it? 
4.—No. 
.. The Board having no further questions to put to Colonel Champion he is 
‘desired to withdraw and the Secretary ordered to deliver him the question 
which he desired to have in writing. 
The Governor General now observes that any question must have an 
= object and therefore begs Mr. Francis will inform the Board, what is the object 
— ofthe two last questions which he asked Colonel Champion. ] 
= Mr, Francis replies, T asked the first of these questions, for -the reason I i 
have assigned ; I asked the second in consequence of the Governor's question to 
me, to show that I did not causelessly ask the first. 
CRM Reconsidered the letter of Colonel Champion in continuation 19th Decem- 


and haying been made as the Colonel apprehends about the 
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Proceedings of the Secret Select Committee from 16th January to 28th 
February 1775. 


Fort William, the 16th January 1775. 
At A COUNCIL, present. 
Tre Tlon’piun Warren ITAsriNGS, Governor-General, President. 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL JOHN OLAVERING. 
Tne HON’'BLE GEORGE Monson. 
RICHARD DAnwELL, Esq. 
Puri FRANCIS, Esq. 


The Consultation of the 11th instant, read and approved, 
Remarks on the letter written by Genxenan CravERING, CoroxznL Monson, and Mm. 
Remarks on Messrs. Clavering, Francis, to the Hon’ble Court of Directors, and dated the 30th 
Monson, und Francis's address, November 1774. 

4. The Court of Directors were advised by all the despatches of the year 1778 
that our forces had been employed in the Rohilla country in repelling the 
invasion of the Mahrattas, which threatened the safety of the Vizier’s domi- 
nions, and they were advised by the Despatches of the 12th October 1773 by 
the mercenary packet, that a proposal had been made by the Vizier and actually 
encouraged by the late Council to put him in possession of that &ountry, but 
that it had been laid aside by the Vizier himself and reserved to be * determined 
by future occurrences.” The Court of Directors therefore had certainly suffi- 
cient grounds for the knowledge of the new system of external policy which 
the late administration had adopted, if by the new system is meant the exten- 
sion of the Company’s arms beyond the line of the Vizier’s territory for its 
security, and had sufficient grounds to suspect the design of reducing the Rohilla 
country for the Vizier, if that be the system alluded to. 

5. If these were the sentiments of the majority, if such was their “Idea 
of the character of their Colleagues” and such their determination to “ unite 
in the support of my administration," to “cultivate the friendship and confi- 
dence of their Colleagues,” and * to promote a general harmony in our Council," 
what could have happened in so short à space as five days whieh had been as 
they express it ** totally engrossed by the first forms and multiplicity of instant 
business "—to eradicate their too partial opinions, to determine them in a sub- 
version of all my past measures, and my future authority, to preclude every 
avenue of personal confidence, and to sow the seeds of irreconcileable discord 
and disunion in our Councils. They found this Government engaged in an enter- 
prize which they disapproved, and without informing themselves fully of the 
objects and circumstances of it, without making an allowance for errors in the 
judgment of others or suspecting them in their own, they at once condemned 
the entire measure and set down the authors of it for marks of unceasing perse- 
cution. : 

9. No expedition was intended, and therefore it was not necessary to 
include it in the Treaty,—* The sale of Corah and Illahabad."  **'The pecuniary 
terms on which the Company shall yield him the assistance of their arms?” 
Is this the language of candor, and is it in these expressions, which nothing but 
the mercenary prostitution of the Company’s arms and influence can justify, that 
Tam to read the unbounded confidence which the members of the majority 
reposed in the integrity, wisdom, and ability which had guided the measures 
of the late administration. They knew of the sale of Corah and of the 
pecuniary terms on which the Company were to yield the Vizier the assistance 
of their arms before they left England, and they certainly approved of both, 
or it is not probable they should have retained the strong impression which 
they had received of the characters of their colleagues, and the wisdom and 
ability with which the Company's affairs were conducted under the late Goy- 
ernment. s 
Brave and independent are the epithets of Declamation, and require no 
reply; but they are not very consistent with the diseription given of the 
Rohillas in the 39th paragraph. : 

159 F. D. 
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I must beg leave to accept to the word nation applied to the Rohillas. 
They are a tribe of Afghans or Pafans, freebooters, who conquered e ig 
about. sixty years ago, and have eyer since lived upon the fruits of it, b it rout 
contributing cither to its cultivation or manufactures, or evon mixing with the 
native inhabitants. ‘The Rohillas are Mahometans, the Natives, Hindoos, and 
haye only ehanged masters. 

The Company never included the Rohillas in the line of defence against 
tho Mahrattas but mentioned them, it is true, among the powers capable of 
opposing the Mahrattas, and therefore expressed an inclination to support them. 
T have given reasons in my minute of the 26th. November 1773 why, I think, 
the Company were misinformed in this opinion of the Rohillas, and it is no 
disrespect: to them to suppose the late administration capable of correcting the 
informations obtained from their predecessors, with the acquirements of more 
recent and authentie discoveries. 

The conversation between the Vizier and myself was generally private, 
but Mr. Lawrell was present during one conference and Mr. Vansittart at two 
others, and both will recollect that the design of reducing the Rohillas formed a 
part of the first draft of the Treaty. I have assigned good and (E presume) un- 
controvertible reasons for conducting the business of my negotiations with the 
Vizier in person and singly with him, but T never failed to communicate imme- 
diately what had passed between us to Messrs. Lawrell, Lambert and Vansittart, 
who were daily and almost continually with me, either verbally or generally in 
writing, as I made it a rule to note down all the particulars of our conversa- 
tion, as soon as I was able, after we parted; and this the gentlemen severally read. 
The General also was constantly informed in every meeting which I had with 
him of what had passed betwoen the Vizier and me. 


11. The 10th paragraph concludes with a maxim equally prudent and 
candid. “On matters of such delicacy and moment we will not trust ourselves 
with the partial power of extracting.” But this precaution seems to have been 
forgotten, in what immediately follows, where the majority in mentioning the 
deficiency of my report on the subject of the Rohilla expedition suppress the 
particulars related by me, and barely mention the Vizier’s laying aside the 
design, but take no notice of the reason assigned for it. My words to the 
Council on this subject, are—‘ We offered to make a consideration for this 
service of 40 lakhs of rupees besides the stipulated sum for the expenses of the 
troops, but he afterwards laid aside this design fearing that it would disable him 
from fulfilling his encouragements for Corah and Illahabad,” after which are 
enumerated the enclosures, Nos. 10, 11, 12, and 13, which all relate to this sub- 
ject, and which render it unnecessary for me to be more particular especially as 
the design had now been laid aside by the Vizier. : 


12. “When you refer to the short paragraph from which these passages are 
taken, you will be led to conclude that the President had communicated to the 
Council the whole of what passed between himself and the Vizier, on the 
subject of the Rohilla expedition,’—so he did. I have already observed that I 
informed Messrs. Lawrell, Vansittart, and Lambert, who were deputed with me 
by the Board of every circumstance that passed during the whole course of the 
negotiation, but it was unnecessary that these circumstances should be recorded, 
when they had become entirely foreign to the terms of the Treaty. ‘The Rohilla 
expedition was laid aside, or more properly, it had not been adopted, for the 
Vizier's proposal on this subject had never been ratified. It is true an option 
remained with the Vizier to renew this subject, but an option also remained with 
the administration either to reject or assent to it. Itso happened that he did 
renew the subject; but at the time of concluding the Benares Treaty, it 
appeared probable to me that he would not renew it; and where was the occa- 
sion for loading our records with the particulars of transactions which had been 
voluntarily laid aside by the Vizier who was the interested party in them, 
especially as they had been unreservedly communicated by myself and the 
members who had been with me to the other members of the administration 
1n private intercourse. If he had renewed the proposal, it was then time 
enough to enter upon a public discussion of this matter, when it became a 
measure of administration and was decided upon by them. ‘This is precisely the 
case with the measure in question, advantages were drawn from the Vizier’s eager- 


ees to pursue it which were happily retained by the Company, when the object 
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of them had been struck out of the Treaty. If he never had renewed if, these 
advantages would have remained with the Company; when he did renew it, I 
thought it but common justice to point out to the Board the concessions which 
this consideration had induced him to grant. There were no positive engage- 
ments entered into relative to this matter. It remained with the Board to 
determine what influence these circumstances should have in their decisions, and 
the question ‘ whether the Vizier should or should not be assisted in attacking 
the Rohillas ? remained open and entire for the decision of the Board, if these 
circumstances had some weight in the judgment of the Board it does not follow 
that they were positive engagements. The word secret is next used, surely not 
for candid purposes, and is applied to my having withheld from the Court of 
Directors information respecting the Rohilla expedition, when I had no in- 
formation to communicate to them, but that the expedition was laid aside. 


In the strictures which the gentlemen of the majority make upon past 
transactions, having a complete view of everything that has happened, they 
reason upon events respecting my conduct before they had taken place, and 
seem. to condemn me for not having seen into futurity. When the Vizier, 
after being so eager to adopt the Rohilla expedition, all at once gave it up, 
although he had conceded part of the terms upon which it was to have been 
undertaken, it did not appear to me probable that he would have renewed the 
proposal or that future circumstances not lying within the reach of human fore- 
sight would happen to recommend it; but the gentlemen of the majority, 
knowing that the Rohilla expedition was afterwards adopted, accuse me for not 
having entered into a full discussion and explanation of that subject, at a time 
when I had little reason to expect it would ever take place. I certainly 
thought it possible and this is the plain meaning of the words used in my report 
upon the subject, viz., “that the measures to be pursued for his security in 
that quarter must be determined by future occurrences. That is, if the Rohilla 
would pay the 40 lakhs due from them and join in a scheme of defensive 
alliance with the Vizier, the measure to be pursued for his security in that 
quarter, would be to afford the Rohillas protection. If, on the contrary, 
they gave encouragement to the enemy or refused to pay the 40 lakhs, the 
measures to be pursued for his security in that quarter would be, to drive out 
the Rohillas, and reduce the country oceupied by them, within the line of his 
dominion. 


13. In my minute of the 26th November 1773, I had explained my embar- 
yassment with respect to the expectations I had given to the Vizier, that the 
project of the Rohilla expedition should meet with the same favourable disposi- 
tion in your late Government to encourage it, whenever it could again be with 
prudence resumed, and he desired it. I had expressed also my doubts of the 
expedieney of engaging in such an undertaking, while the current of the times 
rendered the slightest duration from the beaten track of affairs, personally 
hazardous to our reputations. The Board adopted these sentiments in the 
following resolution :— 

« The Board after due consideration of the matter in reference from the 
Select Committee and of the President's representation coneur heartily in wish- 
ing to avoid the expedition proposed without entering into a discussion of the 
propriety of such an enterprize on general principles. The Board see in their 
full force all the circumstances of doubt as to its present expediency which the 
President has so clearly set forth ; and they are also sensible of the embarrass- 
ment which he lies under from what passed on the subject between him and 
the Vizier at Benares. They are equally solicitous to save the honor of the 
Company and watch over its interest, and for that reason they approve of the 
letter now before them which seems equally calculated to save both. The con- 
ditions, if accepted, would undoubtedly secure the greatest possible advantages 
from such an enterprize; but they appear to them more calculated to drive the 
Vizier into a refusal, which is what they trust in, as its most probable and 
almost infallible consequence ; and which they wish for, as the proper result of 
their proposition in the present circumstances of affairs.” 


Let-this minute be compared with the short and mutilated extract of it, as 
it stands in the letter of the majority, and they will be found to convey the 
most opposite senses. An uninformed reader, who should take his knowledge of 
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this transaction from the latter, would. conclude that I had urged the d 
; lel i bd the ground of the promise which I had made to the V izies , and on the 
solely at the conditions which I had proposed were so hard as to induce him 
Du Aci and that the Board bad assented to it on no other consider- 
s s n while they declared their disapprobation of the measure. ‘The fact 
as i th Board vested their wish to avoid the expedition solely upon their 
Fans of the consequences which might personally affect us, at Bus samo time 
that they were sensible of the advantages that it would secure the Company. 

That T had cause for my belief that the Vizier would reject the condition 
is plain, since the Vizier actually did reject them, although ie ea E 
offered him by the success of his operations in the Duaub, Qu the ed s y ity 
of the Mahrattas to interrupt him in his further pursuits, induced him after- 
wards to declare his acceptance of them. 

14. No. The Board wished to decline the undertaking for the reason which 
has been often repeated. But it surely was not necessary that they should 
frustrate the success of it, if it did take place. This precaution was taken to 
ss and to prevent any interruption which it might receive from the 
rains, if it was delayed till their approach, which would have happened had the 
Board required a repetition of the application to be made to them for the march 
of the Brigade when they had already expressed their assent to it. 

16. “ We had rather attribute the apparent change in the Y izier's resolutions 
to the duplicity of his character than suppose it possible that the President was 
from the first acquainted with his real intentions, and that he made use of 
artifice to draw or extort from your Council an involuntary concurrence in his 
measures. Your assistance is proposed to be yielded to the Vizier on terms so 
disadvantageous to him that he cannot be expected to accept of it. That con- 
ditional engagement being once extorted from your Council, they can no longer 
recede from it, when the Vizier almost immediately accepts the conditions." 


insure its suce 


T am sorry to see the names of Clavering and Monson subscribed to such 
unworthy insinuations, because I do not believe that even the heat of party con- 
tention ean have so far warped their minds from the consideration of that 
justice, which every man of honour will yield to the honour of others, as to make 
them really believe me eapable of so base an artifice as they have imputed to me 
without the slighest grounds to support it. I will not answer it. 

17. * Considering that the Vizier himself expressly says, that it is his reso- 
lution to employ the Brigade in the reduction of the Rohillas, this last intima- 
tion from the Seleet Committee appears to us wholly unaecountable,"—why does 
this intimation appear unaccountable. The Select Committee were of opinion 
that although the Vizier had declared his intention of making a conquest of 
the Rohilla country, yet he would not actually undertake it, but would employ 
all the remainder of the fair season in his operations in the Duaub. 


18. An appeal to the passions is an insult to the understanding. Such are 
the allegations of “barbarous and unnecessary devastation of the country,"— 
the “cruelty with which the Vizier treated his unhappy prisoners,"—* the 
brutal outrages offered to their wives and daughters though of the highest 
rank,” —“ his wanton enormities," and the declamatory quotation from one of 
Colonel Champion’s letters on the same subject. I believe it will appear from 
the evidence of Mr. Nathl. Middleton's letters, and from the examination of 
Colonel Lesslie and Major Hannah, strongly corroborated even by the letters 
and depositions of Colonel Champion, the Vizier’s principal accuser, that he 
has been unjustly tradueed in the reports which have prevailed of the enormi- 
ties committed by him in the course of the war. I believe it to be a truth that 
he began by sending detachments to plunder. This I pronounce to have been 
both barbarous and impolitie, but too much justified by the practice of war, 
established among all the nations of the East, and, I am sorry to add, by our 
Own, m an Instance which the Vizier has a right to quote in vindication of the 
charge against him, of a detachment employed in the war, in which we were 
engaged with him in the year 1764, to burn and ravage his country. It fell 
to the lot of Colonel (then Major Champion) to execute this commission, and 
how well he discharged it, and how little his feelings were at that time? affected 
by the same scene of barbarities and wanton enormities against which he has 
lately so pathetically exclaimed, will appear from the following copy of a letter 
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from him on the subject, to the late President, Mr. Vansittart, which I quote, 
not meaning to reproach him with having done the duty assigned him, hut to 
prove that the principle which dictated to Colonel Champion the severe charges 
with which he has laboured to load the Vizier in the late campaign, was either 
personal animosity, or the desire of persuading the Board to grant him the 
power which he repeatedly solicited, to control, and, in elfect, to command the 
Vizier. I pretend not to look into the hearts of others, but I exercise the right 
allowed to all mankind of judging of intentions by facts, and I appeal to Colonel 
Champion’s correspondence with the Select Committee, and the Board, for the 
grounds on which I form my judgment, and on which every man who reads 
them may judge for himself. ‘The letter above alluded to, is as follows :— 


Extract of a letter from Maior Ciraxprox fo Hesry Vansrrrart, Esq., dated the 20th June 
1764. 


«Tyo separate parties have been sent into the enemy’s country, the one of 
which went as high up as Buxar, and according to the directions given me, there 
are destroyed upwards of a thousand villages. Had not the rain, &c., prevented 
us, which occasioned our return, we should have done very considerable more 
damage. Iam now marching in the borders of the Deva, to the boundary of 
the Sircar country, to endeavor to bring in the zemindars, as not one of them of 
any considerable note is yet come in, nor has a rupee been collected from this 
country." à 


The cruelty with which the Vizier treated his unhappy prisoners forms 
the second charge against him. Itis not even asserted (except in the instance 
which I shall proceed to in the 3rd charge) that they suffered by actual 
violence, but that they were ill subsisted, and I believe this to be true. Mr. 
Nathl. Middleton, whose letters contain the strongest character both of candour 
and truth, says that the Vizier did allow them too moderate a subsistence and 
that ill served, his commands, though frequently repeated being in this as in 
every other instance ill obeyed. The 3rd charge is. indeed of the blackest 
die “of brutal outrages offered to the wives and daughters of the Rohillas 
though of the highest rank.? The only authority which the gentlemen of the 
majority had for this horrid accusation, at least I recollect no other, was a letter 
from Mr. Nathl. Middleton, who mentioned it only as an. instance of the false- 
hoods which had been propagated to injure the Vizier, adding that the unhappy 
victims of his brutal lust, who could not survive their shame, but had put a 
violent end to their own lives, were still living, and that the Vizier had never 
seen them. Colonel Champion’s answer to the question proposed to him by the 
Board on this subject, namely, * whether he had heard the report and if he 
believed there were grounds for it,’ isa striking instance of the little inclina- 
tion he had to shew favor to the Vizier, but amounts to the strongest conviction 
óf the falsehood of this abominable history. “ He said," he did hear such a 
report, but “as to the grounds, he had none sufficient to prove the accusation, 
but the report was made to him." The charge of oppressing his new subjects 
has also been laid against the Vizier, and totally refuted by the depcsitions ot 


- Colonel Champion, Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannay, who all declare the 


country enjoyed, even in the height of war, a state of perfeet tranquillity. 


19. This contains à charge against me for suppression. In answer, I say 
that these details, if declamations are details, have appeared long ago in Colonel 
Champion's letters to the Select Committee, complaining of the crueltics 
exercised by the Vizier, and in the repeated calls which they made upon him, 
to produce the instances of them, which he replied to by repeating the same 
declamations, but producing no instances, at least none which in my judgment 


can warrant the smallest part of his invectives against him. ‘The following is 


his reply :— 


: 5 ; CuaxrroN fo the Select 
Select C ttee's Proceedings of Extract of a letter from COLONEL TON P. 
the iat July 1774 3 Committee, dated the 12th June 1774. 


« Tn compliance with the Board's desire I am now to mention a very un- 
pleasing subject, the Vizier’s treatment of the family of Hafez Rhamut, &c., 
the inhumanity and dishonour with which they, M’hebullab Khaun, his brother 
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Fitulah Khaun, late proprietors of this city and country, and their families, 
havo been used, is known over all these parts; a relation of them would swell 
this letter to an immoderate size, and withal prove very disagreeable reading. 
J send you translations of two letters, and copy of a third, which, affecting 
as they are, will convey but a faint idea of the treatment these unhappy 
people have met with. i 

«J could not help compassionating such unparalleled misery, and my requests 
to the Vizior to shew lenity were frequent, but as fruitless as were those advices 
which I almost hourly gave him regarding the destruction of the villages, with 
respect to which I am now constrained to declare, that though he always pro- 
mised as fairly as I could wish, yet he did not observe one of them, nor cease 
to overspread the country with flames, till three days after the fate of Hafez 
was decided. But gentlemen, in all points excepting such as immediately 
respect the operations in the field, he is solely empowered to prescribe. The 
reputation of the British name is in his hands, and the line which has been 
laid down for me is very clear. 

« The above families have been despatched to Fizabad that their maltreat- 
ment might not be so generally known to us. I have, however, frequent 
accounts of them, and it will give me the most sensible pleasure that you stretch 
forth the hand of benevolence effectually to relieve them from so indeserib- 
able a misery, and that you may the better devise the means of so doing with- 
out subjecting them to greater misfortunes I am to inform you that every 
application of mine in their favour, though professedly taken in good part by 
the Vizier, yet only served to procure them more rigorous treatment." 

The two letters which he enclosed are too long to extract, they are inserted 
in the consultations referred to in the margin, and will be found to contain no 
proofs. 

21. Although it is not material to prove what part of the private corre- 
spondence of Colonel Champion and Mr. Nathl. Middleton were withheld from 


: the Board, when I have publicly refused to communicate it, yet it is of conse- 


quence to me to refute misrepresentations. I never asserted that my chief 
reason for withholding the correspondence was “that they related to a differ- 
ence between the Vizier and Colonel Champion.” 


My declared reason for withholding this correspondence was, that I could 
not in honour reveal it; and in relation to Colonel Champion’s letters I added 
that I thought a greater degree of delicacy due to him, because our correspond- 
ence had not been always cordial on many points; and we had several times 
expostulated with each other on these topics with the freedom of private friends, 
and in a style which, though decent in every degree, is yet different perhaps 
from the formal addresses of official correspondence. 


F 26: To blacken my conduct and to excite indignation against me facts are 
perverted, misrepresentations employed, insinuations thrown out of the blackest 
perfidy committed by me, in acts neither known nor even alluded to, and 
opprobrious epithets and invectives applied to the measures of which I had 


lately the chief direction. Instances of all these kinds of argument occur in’ 


this short paragraph. 


Tt is a perversion of facts to say that “the British arms and honor were 
absolutely at the Vizier’s disposal.” That “an absolute surrender has been 
made of the honour and interest of the Company.” We agreed to assist him 
im subduing the Rohillas. It was necessary to draw the line between the 
authority of the Vizier and our Commanding Officer. The service to be per- 
formed was entirely the Vizier's; it was therefore consistent and unavoidable 
that he should direct the objects of it; but the execution of military operations 
was expressedly vested in our Commanding Officer; of course the safety of our 


army and the honor of the British name and arms were entirely confided to 
his conduct and discretion. 


th a 18 a misrepresentation to say, that “ the Vizier dared to tell the Presidency 
ue rice ube Master of the Company’s army.” His words in a literal transla- 
tion of. .his letter which was made by myself, and is alluded to in this 
=p e these. “But Iam the Master in these affairs, and the power of 
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retaining or dismissing the English army is mine,"—an idiomatical expression, 
perpetually occurring in the Company's records, and meaning simply, that the 
Brigade was not to stay or depart without his consent. What follows is pure 
insinuation and inapplicable abuse ; I quote the passage to prove it. 

* Confounded by appearances which we are unable to account for, we 
look in vain for ostensible causes adequate to such effects, and confess that 
every inquiry that we make fills us with equal diffidence and surprise. We 
shall not, however, anticipate any conjectures which may arise in your 
minds when you review the whole conduct of this dark and mysterious business 
from first to last, and reflect upon the absolute surrender which has been made 
with so little apparent compensation of your honor and interest to the vindic- 
tive or capricious projects of Sujah Dowla." 


What are the effects which fill them with equal diffidence and surprise ? 
What business is it which they call dark and mysterious? Who made an 
absolute surrender of the honour and interest of the Company ? Noone. I look 
in vain for the necessity which impelled the majority to deviate into such 
reflections for the justification of their conduct in recalling the Brigade at the 
crisis of the war, and in dissolving the appointment of my agent at the Court 
of the Vizier; but if the justification of their conduct can only be supported 
by *astrong and deliberate censure of the preceding administration," this 
mode of exciting the passions and surprizing the attention, which is calculated 
to sway with uninformed and inattentive readers, I trust will not influence 
the judgment of those who are to decide both upon their conduct and that of 
the preceding administration. 


28.99. These paragraphs seem to contain some criminal charge, but I con- 
fess I scarce know how fo apply them. ‘They did arrive on the 19th, but too 
late for business and without the packet. We did meet on the 20th, and spent 
the whole morning, as they say, on settling the proclamation of thenew Govern- 
ment whieh I say, too, ought not to have been a matter of much debate. At 
my desire we adjourned to the Monday following, Mr. Barwell not being arrived ; 
but it was not till the next day, Tuesday the 25th, that I gave them any sight 
into the political state of the country. Why their situation during this interval 
was anxious or disgraceful I cannot conceive. There was only a vacuity of two 
days, Friday and Saturday, and these not unemployed by me or them. I was 
wholly occupied all that time in preparing the first points of business, neces- 
sary for their information, namely, the state of the revenue and situation of 
our political affairs. The first required some instant determination, and was 
brought on the first on Monday, and the debates on it took up the whole time 
of that meeting. The last which required no immediate resolution was brought 
on on Tuesday, but might with equal effect have been totally withheld, us the 
members of the majority came prepared with a decided resolution, to reprobate 
the whole system, and to take the speediest measures to overturn it in the very 
crisis of its accomplishment. 

39. This is not a fair state of my argument which I desire may be taken 
in my words in the minute of the 26th November 1773, not in this mutilation 
of it. I never conceived the Rohillas to be weak—divided and defenceless. The 
words so connected convey the idea of utter disability. I said they were too 
weak to be a match singly opposed to the Vizier, that their jealousy of him 
would therefore make them ready to arm themselves against him, and that 
they would seek their safety in involving the Vizier in wars with powers more 
formidable than themselves. 


40. To this opinion of Colonel Champion’s I shall subjoin the following 
of General Sir Robert Barker's, which I consider as at least equal authority. 


' The General agrees with the President that the Vizier’s dominions would 
become compact and not sufficiently open to invasion. It is from the appre- 
hension of invasion that cements the Vizier’s friendship with the English, 
and makes him that staunch ally we find him. 


My own opinion upon this subject is very fully explained in my remarks 
on the 42nd paragraph. 
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41. This method of separating the parts of e ard Pune 
i i ; ndverti j rol: ith each other, is new a 

them singly without adverting to the r lation with eac i SE i uc 
embarrassing T own that the eonventeney of possessing the Rohila country 
was not sufficient reason for invading it. I never said it was; but if they had 
afforded a just provocation for invading their country and we saw advan tages 
in invading it, though neither cause was alone sufficient to produce that effect, 

x RR 3 i iusti it. ¢ » st rici vls N 

vet both united would certainly justify it, and the most rigid speculator would 
approve so fair a conclusion., 


I hope I shall stand aequitte 


aasaran 


din the breasts of all reasonable men for 


maintaining the opinion quoted against me in the conclusion of ud paragraph, 
but I adopt it even in the words of my opponents, and i£ I am o C viel ofa 
great State” alluded to by them, I shail be always ready to profess that I do fi 
reckon the probable acquisition of wealth, among my Ae sa c up 
arms against my neighbours. * [ never in any period of my pg Ahough long 
engaged in publie allairs, gave my conseq for taking. up au in em unjust 
cause, and I never shall, but in cases of very notorious enormity give my 
consent to take up arms in an unprofitable one. 

42, ‘The answers which have been given by Colonel Champion, Colonel 
Lesslie, and Major Hannay to t 


he questions put to them by the Board at once 
clear up the obscurity and reconcile what appears to the gentlemen of the 
majority contr 


adictions in that part of my minute, respecting the acquisition 
: of the Rohilla country to the Vizier. It has been asked them if they thought 
the Mahrattas would venture to cross the Ganges and enter the Rohilla country 
when an English army was ready to oppose them. To which they have all 
answered, they did not think they would, and if they did, that they could not 
retreat without the loss of their baggage; therefore I say that the. Vizier's 
possessions by this acquisition 


ee rere S 


make a compact state, shut in effectually from 


aes SS ce i: 


foreign invasions, if he has an English army to assist him. It has also been asked 
: these officers, if they think that without our assistance the Vizier’s army 
j ; would prevent the Mahrattas from crossing the Ganges and entéring the 
i Rohilla country. To which they ‘answered that they did not think it would ; 
3 and therefore I say that this acquisition, by bringing his frontier nearer to the 


: Mahrattas for whom singly he would be no match, renders him more dependent 
: “on us. 

With our aid, the Vizier’s State joined to the lately acquired country, 

both bounded by the Ganges and the northern range of mountains, forms 
a complete compact State shut ineffectually from foreign invasions. But 
without our aid he cannot bring into the field a force capable of defending it, 
and therefore this very acquisition renders him more dependent upon us. A 
fort may be impregnable with a proper garrison, which might be easily 
P assaulted and taken, if there were not suitable troops to defend it. 
; 44. The rupees of the currency of Oude have a fixed standard. The 
EEN rupees received by Mr. Lambert in payment of the first sum of the Treaty 
Bis money were not all of the currency of Oude. The difference is certainly due 
ES : from the Vizier, and ought to be demanded, It will appear, I believe, upon 
EE. examination of the Paymaster’s accounts, that the rupees received from the 
Vizier on account of the monthly subsidy for the troops have yielded 111 
eurrent rupees per cent. x 

45. Lam informed by the Paymaster-General that the disbursements of 
the troops which marched to the service of the Vizier during the three first 
months of your campaign (the subsequent accounts not having been yet 
received) amount as follows :— " 


er ade 


R a. p- 
For February 1774 8 : 6 3 b . 2,06,069 9 0 
For March 1774 . 5 : : : ; . 2,60,752 14 6 


ForAprl1774  . E e 5 5 x . 2,46,376 1 7 


Current Rupees 2527219,198. 9 1 


That is upon a medium current R2,37,773, which is less than the amount 
due by my estimation for the monthly subsidy, The hire of boats and the 


184 


main. Gurukul Kangri Colleétion, Haridwar 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


9 


price and conyeyance of stores and field equipage are as much a part of the 
military disbursements as the soldiers’ pay, and are included both in General 
Barker’s estimate on which the amount of the subsidy was fixed, and in the 
disbursements. Mr. Middleston’s allowances had nothing to do with them ; he 
had no military charge, and his appointment even preceded the order for the 
march of the Brigade. The troop of cavalry was not raised expressly for this 
service, but proposed and raised long before the service took place, for the pur- 
poses of a guard to the Governor, for occasional service against the Sineassies, 
and for attendance on the Commander-in-Chief when the army took the field. 
T am astonished to find the charge of recruiting added to the increase of dis- 
bursements occasioned by the Brigade being employed in the northern countries. 
Tt is from these countries that all our recruits are raised and the expense of 
bringing them into the Provinces has always been considerable; this expense 
is saved, when the Brigade can recruit on the spot. 

40. My minute was not Written for the information of the gentlemen 
of the present administration, but*to inform the late Council of every circum- 
stance and advantage attending the Rohilla war, with which they were not 
before fully acquainted. The ground of quarrel had long since been considered 
by them and was notoriously known to be just. It had furnished the occasion 
of my journey to Benares. To have entered on a matter in which we were ail 
agreed would have been multiplying words to no purpose. 

-48 to 50. In answering the second objection to the Rohilla expedition as 
stated in my minute of appeal, I have endeavoured to defend the conduct of the 
late administration from the charge of the inconsistency. I will only further 
add that I think even the extracts whieh the majority. themselves have made 
from their letters will suflice to vindicate them from the accusation. They at 
first steadily refuse to co-operate with the Vizier in any operations beyond the 
limits of his own dominions. In the meantime the Mahrattas reduce the 
Jauts, invade the ltohillas, and threaten Corah. Their power becomes daily 
more alarming, till at length the Council resolve to prevent them from gaining 
a footing either in the Corah country or the Rohilla. They say they are 
impelled by indispensible reasons to become parties in these contests, but at the 
same time lament that it isa drain of the wealth of this country, and cannot 
be productive of any advantage to the Company. Afterwards such engage- 
ments are made with the Vizier as procure advantages to the Company and 
prevent the drain of the wealth of Bengal, and then the objections, which 
they before lamented, no longer subsist; with respect to attacking in 1774 
the very people whom we had defended in 1773, both these measures tended 
to one uniform object—the prevention of the Mahrattas from establishing them- 
selves in that country. 


* 52 to 56. I presume I have sufficiently obviated all the reasoning of these 
paragraphs im my minute of appeal. 

57. This is a practical quotation, and the inference drawn from it invidious 
and uncandid. I detest and despise all professional reflections as illiberal, and 
the effects of a malevolent heart or narrow understanding. My social connec- 
tions have lain as much, if not more, in the military than any other line, and I 
know many of that profession whom I loye and honour for qualities which 
would have equally entitled them to my esteem, in whatever station, of life 
T had found them. Let my minute be read (it is too long to be inserted), and 
it will appear that my objections had no relation to the military character of 
the officer who might be^ in the command of the Brigade, but to the power 
which that command conveyed with it, and which of course gave him 
absolute control and sovereignty over the Vizier, if every other avenue of com- 
munication was cut off between the Vizier and this Government. My objection 
would have been the same -whatever might have been the profession of the 
person intended for so.unconstijutional a trust, and I presume that such were 
the reasons which impressed the majority of the Board, with the like conviction 
of the propriety of employing an ‘intermediate agent in a line independent of 
the Military Command, or for the ministerial agency with the Vizier. 
ie Og LU Lec e TER 


#52, The chasm in my correspondence with Colonel Champion will now be supplied, as he has engaged to furaish 
the Board with aie eters to ey and I shall with equal fidelity lay all his before them. The suggestions 
excited hy the chasm iu this part of my correspondence will vanish wich the perusal of them. 
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60. ** We hold it beneath us to enter into a refutation of loose invectives or 
general insinuations. Look to facts, gentlemen, and we are convinced you will 
find, it is your civil servants who have involved the Company in offensive wars, 
and in sehemes of conquest by whieh no public interest could be promoted," 
This and the concluding sentence of the last paragraph have much the air of 
insinuations thrown out to the disadvantage of the Civil branch of the service, 
and with great injustice. The fact is (since facts are appealed to), that the first 
proposition of the Rohilla war came from the Vizier and General Barker, a 
circumstance of little importance, but as it stands properly opposed to an 
assertion too peremptorily made, since it was intended to brand the objects of it 
with infamy, unless it had been grounded on certain knowledge. 

63. “The fact however differs from the representation,” —I believe not. 

The date of this Treaty is no proof of misrepresentation, nor can I under- 
stand what this charge alludes to, since the facts asserted in this paragraph are 
undoubtedly true (except one) and prove the truth of my representation. The 
exception which I mean is the assertion “< that the Mahrattas have not since 
renewed their invasions of the Rohillas." They invaded them the next year, 
and were driven off by General Sir Robert Barker. 

61. The passage of the letters of the Select Committee from which the 
quotation was taken, was expressed allusively, not in the terms of an affirmation 
and upon a subject totally different from the present. The words are these : “Yet 
we judge that the Rohillas who have sought ‘their safety in an alliance with 
the Mahrattas to which they were of necessity compelled, would, when left to 
themselves, attempt at least to re-establish their own independence.” This 
quotation will be better-understood by the words of the original minute of the 
Selett Committee in their proceedings of the 7th January 1773, of which it is 
an abstract, intended to convey the same sentiments in their letter to the Court 
of Directors: “It is however still more probable that the Rohilla Chiefs, who 
have sought their present safety in treacherous alliance to which necessity com- 
pelled them with the Mahrattas, will, from the same principle, abandon their 
cause, &e,” The Select Committee, in these reflections, aimed only to prove that 
the fears of the Vizier were ill-grounded, when he expected that the Rohillas 
‘would abandon themselves wholly to the Mahrattas. The idea of justifying 
the treacherous conduct of the Rohillas never had a place in our thoughts; 
we considered the Rohillas as acting merely on the principle of occasional con- 
veniency, or temporary necessity, uniting at one time with the enemies of the 
Vizier, either to avoid a present danger apprehended from them, or to distress 
and divert him from forming designs against their security, and at another time 
uniting with the Vizier to oppose the same enemies, when their successes became 
an object of greater danger to them, than the suspected intentions of the Vizier, 
and he could repel them. This is consistent with the opinion which I have 
always declared of the Rohilla policy, and when that policy is manifested in acts 
of open perfidy, they certainly become the “ just objects of war and conquest,” 
though not on yindictive principles. 


65. It would have been little consistent with prudence in the Vizier to 
possess himself of the dominions of the Rohillas at a time when the Mahrattas 
were capable and at hand to dispute it with him and his protection of the 
Rohillas was necessary to defend that avenue to his own dominions; and as 
little consistent with equity to take that advantage of their distress because they 
had not at that time afforded him provocation for it. 


66. We are not bound to assist the Vizier with our troops for the defence 
ur P of lis dominions should it be incompatible oar own security, 
Sieh ee eas I apprehend the Board would decide, in any requisitions 

. ACTES t pane to us by the Vizier for our assistance. As faras may 
that it will b y our own security, I am clearly of opinion with Mr. Barwell, 
shall be at e P tically necessary to protect the Vizier's new dominions, it he 
likely to | d me unable to defend them by his own force, which is not very 
d E the assurance of a neutrality on our part should 
able a ee rattas or any other power who may become equally formid- 
superiority t an hole strength against that quarter, presuming on their 

D m pus forces alone and unsupported by ours. But I am 
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clearly of opinion ihat such an event is not likely to happen, if it is believed 
that our forces will march to oppose them. In this opinion I am supported 
by those delivered by Colonel Champion, Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannay 
in their examinations before the Board on the 19th and 28th ultimo. If the 
Company's interest requires it, and no cause forbids it, I shall not look for the 


' obligation of a treaty to compel my assent to it. 


67. “The first of the above measures (i.e., the purchase of Corah and 
Allahabad) necessarily makes the king your enemy." It probably has produced 
that effect, which we have not felt nor ever shall. He owed his existence and 
all the power and wealth he ever possessed to the British generosity, and he 
repaid it, with acts of hostility. But why are objections raised at this time 
against the purchase of Corah and Allahabad. Right or wrong, it is passed; it 
is irrevocable, and has not the slightest connection with the measures of the 
majority, unless on the principle fundamentally laid down by them “ that the 
justification of their conduct can only be supported by a strong and deliberate 
censure of the preceding administration.” To the opinion of Colonel Champion 
quoted in this paragraph, I beg leave to oppose those delivered by himself, 
Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannay, in the late examination, to which I refer. 


68. “ At the risk of making all Hindostan your enemies,” this is a new 
consequence drawn from the support afforded the Vizier, and too portentous 
to be affirmed or admitted without a reason produced in support of it. I can- 
not guess at any, and cannot therefore answer it. 


69. I have already said that the cession of Corah and Allahabad, which is 
styled by the majority a sale, a purchase, and the subsidy fixed for the mainte- 
nance of our troops while employed in the defence of our ally, which they have 
branded with the appellations of pecuniary terms and hiring out the troops, 
&c., were known to the gentlemen of the majority before they left England, 
and at the time in which they profess themselves to have been impressed with 
the highest idea of the “wisdom and ability with which the Company’s affairs 
had been conducted under Mr. Hastings.” While it suited their present purpose 
or passion to favor the measures of which I had the conduct, the most exagger- 
ated applause was not thought to overate them, but the same measures are now 
become their ridicule, and the ruin of the British interest at Bengal is 
inferred from their effects, because “ the justification of their conduct can only 
be: supported by a strong and deliberate censure of the measures of the late 
administration.” 


The reasons which have been alleged for the sale of Corah and Allahabad 
have not been controverted. I believe they never will, and I shall therefore pass 
over this subject as decided ; but it may be necessary to say something in vindi- 
cation of the stipulation for the monthly subsidy, against the new construc- 
tion that has been forced upon it, and the inferences deduced from it. By the 
original Treaty formed with the Vizier in 1765, we are under obligations to 
assist him with our forces (with the reserve already mentioned) whenever he 
required it, and he is obliged to pay the extra expense. This engagement has 
proved a source of vast expense to the Company and made the Vizier’s alliance 
a burthen to them. It compelled them to keep up a larger force at an expense 
exceeding the proportion of the rest, than the defence of their own possessions 
required, and they derived no other advantages from it, than in the security 
which their own provinces eventually received from the security of their ally. 
To remove this heavy load, it was proposed to raise the subsidy to the full 
amount of the expense of a Brigade, estimated at what itought to be. This 
was effected by the Treaty of Benares ; and at once removed all the objections, 
placing the alliance between the Company and the Vizier on a ground of 
reciprocal advantage, and at the same time rendering the employment of the 
Company’s arms an object of interest instead of disadvantage. The subsidy 
is not new nor an act of the last administration. It has its foundation in the 
original alliance with the Vizier, but the modification of it has been improved ; 
the sum paid in 1765 for it was 230,000 per month, and it is now fixed at 


R2,10,000, which is just seven times the first amount. 


Here I cannot omit making one general reflection which occurs in reading 
the address of the majority, which is, that their grand and principal objection 


. The ceding of Corah and Al 
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late administration seems to be, that we allowed the 
cunjary advantages from our political arrangements, 
lahabad to the Vizier is objected to as a sale, because 
ated to the Company on that account. If we had 
eration in return, this objection could not have 
been made. ‘The subsidy for defraying the w hole expenses of our troops cup eye 
with the Vizier is reproachfully styled hiring them. If the V in had only 
paid the extra expenses, it would then have been less reproachful ; but if we had 
made the Company pay the whole expenses, 1n the language of the majority it 
must then have been entirely irreproachable, and we should have acted for the 
glory of the British nation, Our agreement with the Vizier concerning the 
Rohilla war is dishonorable, because the conditions were mercenary and pecu- 
niary—that is the Company were to acquire 40 lacks of paper d i eae there 
been no such acquisition to the Company, the majority wou d iie held these 
dishonorable epithets. Upon these points I leave the Company to decide 
í najority and the motives which influenced our 


to the measures of the 
Company to acquire any pe 


50 lacks of rupees wero stipulati 
given up these without any consid 


between the sentiments of the 1 
conduct. 

If I have expressed the opinion ascribed io me in these words—* It is 
highly useful to the Company to hire out their troops to Sujah Dowlah, in order 
to save the expense of their pay, and to preserve their discipline by keeping 
them in the continued practice of war." Which words by the line drawn 
under them I suppose to be mine, I hereby retract and disavow it. I am of 
opinion that the best military establishmeut will lose its spirit and discipline by 
long inaction, that itis necessary to both, that the troops should frequently take 
the field, and not enjoy too long an interval from active service. This maxim 
I have often avowed, and I believe upon record, but & continued practice of 
war is suitable only to a piratical state ora herd of savages. The refutation 
of this maxim is extraordinary : “ We fear the time is approaching very fast, 
when the India Company and the nation will know the extent, and feel the 
force of it”; and this called, speaking plainly, and apprizing the Company 
of their danger. 

70. The particulars of this paragraph which appear improperly introduced 
on this occasion, have either been misunderstood or misrepresented. If it has 
been admitted in Council, “ that the plan for letting the lands has in a great 


. degree miscarried, and that this country is unable to bear the expenses of the 


investments together with that of the Civil and Military establishments,” the 
admission is not founded on truth, the plan for letting the lands has not mis- 
carried, and is still in our opinion the best which could have been adopted; 
what deficiencies have happened in it, have proceeded from eventual causes, 
which have been fully explained, and which no general plan could prevent. It 
has been said that this country was unable to bear the current expenses of the 
Civil and Military establishments, to furnish the Company’s investments and 
supplies of treasure for China and Bombay, and to pay off a bond debt of near 
a crore and thirty lacks of rupees accumulated in the course of former years with- 
out a reduction of its expenses and an addition to its resources. It was from this 
reason that so much pains was taken by the late administration to retrench the 
current expenses, and that their political measures were successfully calculated 
to furnish additional resources. : 


71. The employing of our troops with the Vizier does not suppose the 
destruction of nations, but on the contrary the preservation of them, at least of 
his country. "Phe express purpose for which the Vizier can by Treaty apply for 
our troops is for the defence of his dominions, and that most probably against 
the Mahrattas, for there is no other enemy likely to attack them. Colonel 
Champion, Colonel Lesslie, and Major Hannah, have given it as their opinions 
that since his acquisition of the Rohilla country, this would be effected by our 
army appearing only in his support, as the Mahrattas would not dare to cross 
the Ganges, if they were opposed by an English army. The consequence is, 
that as often as the Vizier was under apprehensions of an invasion, he would 
call for our. troops, and we would have it in our power to ease the Company of 
noa their military expenses. It is true that this resource is temporary, 
but I hope the difficulties of the Company will also prove only temporary. It 
is to ue them that we have proposed these expedients, and every expedient 
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which lessens their disbursements, and adds to their resources, must contribute 
to produce this effect. 


72. This paragraph Ishall reply to in the sense to which I understand it 
to allude obliquely. The conquest of Agra was effected hy Nudjiff Khan, 
assisted by some sepoys of the Vizier's; Major Polier, who had been em ployee 
by the Vizier with my permission in conducting the works of Fyzabad, had 
charge of these sepoys, or some other occasional command, I forget what, given 
to him by the Vizier, and he was present at the siege. This Government 
neither assisted nor countenanced the conquest of Nudjiff Khan, since the 
reduction of Agra was attempted and accomplished before our interference 
could have availed on either side. My wishes, however, I own to be favorable 
to Nudjiff Khan, because I believe him to be attached both by inclination and 
interest to the Company and a naturalenemy to the Mahrattas; had I the 
smallest idea of its being possible that tbe Vizier should become an enemy to 
us, this would be an additional motive with me for wishing to maintain a 
constant connexion with Nudjiff Khan. 


73. If I understand the scope of this argument, and T declare that I mean 
not to misconstrue it, it aims to prove that if the natural resources of Bengal 
have failed, the existence of the British Empire in India is at its crisis, and 
the attempt to save it by external remedies which are unnatural will but 
precipitate its dissolution. Surely this is not a just way of reasoning; if 
the internal resources of a State fail it, or are not equal to its occasional 
wants, whence can it obtain immediate relief, but from external means, 
which in the present case will certainly afford that relief, and prove the surest 
aid to lenient remedies which the wisdom of Government may apply for 
the restoration of its constitutional vigor? No concealment has been made by 
me or by the late administration of the true state of this country. Our advices 
have been honest, full and explicit. We have told our employers that we had 
encountered great difficulties and that we hoped to surmount them, and I trust 
that they will already have seen these hopes in part realized and ample grounds 
afforded to look for the establishment of a confirmed system of Government 
and of commercial and territorial resources in Bengal, which it hath hitherto 
wanted; such a state it is yet capable of receiving, although it may suffer, as I 
fear it will do, an interval of almost two years lost in anarchy and distraction. 

The solemn asseveration at the close of this address as it contains no argu- 
ment requires no answer, and should pass unnoticed by me if it were not that 
such a positive pledge of their “ Honor and everything that can be dear to 
honest men," may sway with many in opposition, to all reasoning ; and I must 
confess it appears to me to be introduced with a view to this effect. I must 
therefore express the surprise I feel, that the gentlemen should hazard so sacred a 
pledge upon the truth of facts so various and unascertained that itis impossible 
for human reason to decide on many of them, much less for these gentlemen, 
to whom the subjects were entirely new, to receive in so short a time such inform- 
ation as they could affirm, upon a pledge of honor, to be truth; and in effect 
it will appear from the above remarks. that they actually have been mistaken 
in many of the facts and inferences which relate to the state of the Company's 
affairs. For myself I will declare that with certainly a fuller knowledge of 
the cireumstanees than they ean possibly have attained, and with as earnest a 
solicitude to abide by truth, I will not venture to pledge my honor, that 
error and mistake may not have a place in what I have written, but I will 
make this sacred pledgeof my ** Honor and everything that is dear to me as an 
honest man” that my endeavours, both in my minute of appeal and in these 
remarks, have been to free my conduct and that of the late administra- 
tion from the misrepresentations which have been cast upon them, and by a 
fair statement of the motives and effects of our measures to lay the truth before 
our employers, and enable them to decide with justice between us and our 
accusers. y 

Having finished my observations on the several arguments made use of by 
the gentlemen of the majority in their letter of appeal, I think it necessary 
to conclude with one striking remark which is opposite to the whole substance 
of it, namely, that though it is professedly drawn up, for the defence of their 
measures, and the condemnation of the late administration only, as involved 
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in that defeneo, there is not a single word in their address which in my under- 
standing defends or even aims to defend their measures. 

he recall of the Brigade, at a time when we were in hourly expectation of 
hearing that the war was concluded, and before the conquest was secured ; the 
dismission of Mr, Nathl. Middleton, the public Minister of this Government 
at the Court of the Vizier, and the dictatorial license granted to the Com- 
manding Officer in the field to provide against any attempts which might be 
made on the safety of the army, are measures against which I have protested ; 
and which T affirm to be equally injurious to the faith of Government and the 
interest of the Company, whether the measures which they have laboured to 
depreciate be right or wrong. 


Remarks on the separate letter of GENERAL CLAVERING, COLONEL Monson, and Mr. Francis 
to the Hon’ble Court of Directors. 

4. I shall never be deficient in the true returns of civility, but I presume 
that the gentlemen of the majority will not expect from me any acknowledge- 
ments for these expressions of personal respect; I shall desire that Captain 
Brooke may be re-culled if his ‘appointment is considered as repugnant to the 
principles or policy adopted by them, because, under the influence of such an 
opinion, the design of his appointment must be defeated. 

5. I do not know what my words are which have been construed as a 
declaration that Major Polier was employed in the Vizier’s country on the 
surveying service only, neither do I recollect whether I ever mentioned his 
name to the Board at any time to which this paragraph can refer. It is certain 
that it never was my intention to conceal the real footing of his-residence 
which was publicly known with the Vizier. This I have fully explained in my 
minute in consultation on the 19th December; and tosave both the gentlemen of 
the majority the trouble of a scrutiny into the transaction of which they have 
expressed their suspicion, I take this occasion to inform them that Major Polier 
did assist at the siege of Agra; that he informed me of it in a letter which he 
wrote to me at the time ; and that to the best of my recollection, I expressed my 
satisfaction in reply that the Vizier had found this additional use for his services, 
to those for which I had recommended him. I will further declare that I 
approve of the Major’s conduct in this instance, and that had my consent been 
previously required, I should freely and cheerfully have given it, not knowing 
of any possible objection which could be made to it. x - E 


7. I must take upon me to justify Mr. Barwell, by affirming that the majority 
had taken their resolution before * they had consulted all the records by which 
it could any way be affected”; that much assiduity and attention have been 
since employed to trace and collect the facts and opinions which they have 
offered in justification of their resolution is undoubted; but I appeal to their 
own words and to the records for proof, that they could not have obtained that 
complete information at the time in which they had taken their resolution. 


On the 25th of October I read to them the concluding part of my minute 


entered on the consultation of that day, respecting the “political state of this 


Government, and this contained a connected list of all the pr ing: i 
Were necessary for their perusal, to enable them to form a EN e 
of ae E The only parts of these references which were called for and 
read at the Board were the passages of the general letters of the last year, to 
the pr of Directors, which related to the Treaty of Benares and the Rohilla 
ing ied Bete rae ger ie do and ny repo 
ons res. Ye , on this scanty information, if they waited 
prosa dis they a once formed their decision ; d as they themselves a in 
i SEM of their appeal, “ they should have thought it their duty to 
p ie Rees dd 7 io the recall of the Brigade, within the Company’s terri- 
ac oe wi n n the original dominions of the Vizier, but for the vehe- 
ER aar on made to that proposal by the Governor General. He urged 

re were a number of records and letters still to be consulted, &c.? 


' Of the letter addressed to the Chai 
A ; airman of the Court of Directors, one 
part only requires annotation. The rest having, as T M lico dub 


"eed munute of appeal, and in the preceding remarks, 
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Much stress is laid on the contents of the last general letter from the late 
Council as containing facts and opinions not according with the date of it, and 
arguments are accumulated to prove that the letter was written later than the 
date. This charge is in part true; that part of the letter to which this objection 
particularly applies was most certainly written after the assembly of the new 
Council, and written as I can vouch with a design of answering the objections 
which might be or had been made to the propriety of the Rohilla expedition. 
The date was a mere form necessary to authenticate the letter, which was to be 
signed by the gentlemen of whom the late Council had consisted, and who were 
no longer a public body after the proclamation of the new Council. ‘This is 
not the only instance of facts in their own nature perfectly indifferent which 
have been produced against me and against the late administration with all the 
solemnity of the most criminal accusations. 


WARREN HASTINGS, 


. The General, Colonel Monson,. and Mr. Francis also deliver in a copy of 
their address to the Hon’ble the Court of Directors which was sent per Dutton in 
reply to the Governor General's letter and minute by the British King, which 
is now recorded as follows :— 


1st.—We had no opportunity of making remarks on the Governor General's 
appeal to the Hon’ble Court of Directors by the last ship, dated the 3rd Decem- 
ber; nor have we now sufficient leisure from publie business to enter into and 
maintain a voluminous argument with the Governor-General concerning 
measures on which we have already delivered our opinion, and on which it appears 
to us that no new lights have been produced. Something, however, seems 
necessary to be said in reply to the charges brought against us by the Gov- 
ernor General, lest, by our silence, we should appear to abandon any of our 
declared opinions or to admit the exactness of the Governor's representation by 
not disputing it. 

2nd.—What we have now to submit to the consideration of the Court 
of Directors shall be collected closely and brought, if possible, into that clear 
point of view in which it may be seen distinctly and judged of with precision. 
lt is not our interest or inclination to perplex the cause, depending before 
the Court of Directors, either with the nicety of logical refinements, or 
with the introduction of matters totally foreign from the subject; and their at- 
tention may be distracted by a multiplicity of words, when it is our highest 
interest that it should be steadily fixed and confined to things. 


8rd.—The argument against the Rohilla war was fully stated in our last 
address. We meant to make use of all the materials then in our possession ; one 
important-observation, however, on the conduct of the late administration was 
omitted. The Governor General in his minute of the 26th November 1778, in 
order to relieve his Council from the embarrassment they were in, upon the 
receipt of Suja Dowla’s demand of the Brigade, and in order to elude that 
demand without violating the Governor's private engagements with Suja Dowla, 
fortunately falls upon an expedient, which he conceives will remove all diffi- 
culties. It is in substance to yield to the Vizier's demand, but upon such rigid 
terms, as he will probably revolt at, and as may induce him to drop all thoughts 


of prosecuting the design. 


4th.—From these premises it would naturally follow that the hard terms 
which the Governor proposes to insist on in favor of the Company, should abc 
least be new and unexpected by Suja Dowla; yet by the Governor General's 
report of the negotiation at Benares, it appears beyond contradiction that the 
above terms were no other than what the Vizier himself had previously offered 
upon the condition of our yielding him ourassistance in the intended war against 
the Rohillas. The sum of two lacks ten thousand rupees is settled by the Treaty 
of Benares for the monthly pay of the Brigade whenever they might be employed 
in his services, and he offers to make the Company a consideration for their 
service in the Rohilla war of 40 lacks of rupees. 
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5th. —This being indisputably the fact, we are at a loss to asad is ot in 
what new articles the supposed harshness of the conditions $ nie i were tò 
induce Suja Dowla to relinquish his design could be understooc to ay e con- 
sisted. We have no other difficulty in attributing this management to a pre- 


concerted collusion, but that it seems too gross to answer the purpose of 


deceiving. 

Gth.—The real secret of the measure betrays itself to us from day to day. 
Tt is not of à nature to be long concealed. The Vizier's correspondence with 
Mr. Hastings is well worth the attention of the Court of Directors; they wil] 
see at once that many of his expressions convey more than could have been 
meant for their information. * When we converted this expedition together, as I 
was determined to extirpate the Rohillas, I could not listen to any proposals of 
peace. Consider, my friend, that it was my absolute determination to extirpate 
the Rohillas and that I requested an English force for that purpose. _In vur 
opinion it is needless to look for further evidences of the nature of his design 
or of the approbation it received from Mr. Hastings. It cannot now be a 
question whether from the first he meant, to extirpate the Rohiiias or not, or 
whether Mr. Hastings was originally apprised of that design in its full extent. 


7th.—It is not our intention to enter into a refutation of the laborious 
train of arguments by which the Governor endeavours to support the general expe- 
diency and justice of the Rohillawar. We willingly submit the whole to better 


judgments than our own. The only new document introduced by the Gov. , 


ernor General on this subject is an extract of a private letter which be wrote 
to Mr. Sullivan by the first despatch, after his return from Benares. Our 
cause is too powerful to make it necessary for us to dispute with him upon the 
weakness and impropriety of referring to such a record in the discussion of a 
ereat public measure ; let us see what the extract, such as it isand so produced, 
contains. 

8th.—In substance it amounts to this, that although there were arguments 
which dissuaded him from the Rohilla expedition, yet there were others which 
would have made him very glad of any occasion to employ the Company's forces, 
that saved so much of their pay and of their expenses ; on one side he fears the 
judgment whieh might be passed upon the measure at home, where he sees too 
much stress laid upon general maxims, and that his word will not be taken against 
the prevailing opinion of the Vizier's great power and treacherous designs against 
us. On the other side he states the favourableness of the opportunity afforded by 
the absence of the Mahrattas, the weak state of the Rohillas, which promised 
an easy conquest of them, and his idea of the Court’s distress at home, added to 
his knowledge of their work abroad. 


9th.—On this statement of the communication of the Governor’s private 
sentiments to his friend, we observe that if it contains more intelligence than he 
transmitted to the Court of Directors, he must defend himself to them for com- 
municating to Mr. Sulliyan what he withheld from his superiors. If the com- 
munication was the same to both parties, we know not to what purpose the 
above extract is now produced. The public declarations of his constant appro- 
bation of the Rohilla expedition from September 1778 to this time are as well 
authenticated as those which before the period he had uniformly made 
against every measure of that nature. We date the chance of system from 
April or May 1773. E 

10th.—We shall avail ourselves however of this part of the private corre- 
spondence to prove, under his own authority, that from his knowledge of the 
Company’s distresses both at home and abroad, he would have been glad of 
any occasion to have employed their forces. The Company are in distress,— 
their troops must be employed. No man, we think, can mistake the meaning 
of such declarations. Yet when other immediate purposes are to be served, 
Mr. Hastings is not reserved in his description of the flourishing state of the 


Company '8 affairs here, and of the salutary effects which his administration has 
produced. 


11th.—In November 1773 they certainly had ; 
2 : y had not produced those effects; 
since that time there have been supplies of money ad from Suja Dowla’s 
192 
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Treasury, which undoubtedly must have given a temporary relief to this dis- 
tressed Government; admitting that these supplies have been substituted from 
motives of irresistible necessity in place of those solid and permanent resources 
by which the Government of a rich commercial country ought naturally to be 
supported, we desire that in an argument, such as the present case may be taken, 
to apply effects to their true causes, and not to confound objects which have 
not even an artificial relation to each other. An instance will illustrate our mean- 
ing. We have lately resolved to send 10 lacks of rupees in specie to Bombay ; 
the immediate power of supplying such afsum isa symptom of a flowing treasury ; 
the necessity of sending in specie is too clear a proof that our trade to the west- 
ward is ruined. A man who understands the subject and has no interest in 
making it obscure, will find nothing contradictory in these facts, or in the 
reasoning deduced from them. To say that a commercial country flourishes 
where making war is the only resource it has left, appears to us an absurdity 
in terms; but inconsistent principles of action must of necessity be defended 
by inconsistent argument and by a different language held at different times 
which no sophistry can reconcile. 


12th.—In the present instance we are candid enough to give the Gov- 
ernor notice of the dilemma to which his own declarations reduced him. From 
all that we have hitherto observed of his way of acting and reasoning we are 
thoroughly convinced that everything he says and does in support of what he 
has already said and done will only involve him in a labyrinth of contradic- 
tions from which he never can extricate himself. 


13/h.—On this footing we are content to leave, for the present, the arraign- 
ment of the Governor General's conduct respecting the Rohilla war, and the 
defence of our own. Much undoubtedly has been done quod fieri non debuit ; 
whether that be a reason for confirming what has been done, or whether this 
or many other acts of Mr. Hastings’ administration can be confirmed on any 
principle are points which we willingly submit to the decision of our superiors. 


14th.—If the charge appears to be now personally levelled against the 
Governor distinguished from his Counci, let it be observed, that he has volun- 
tarily taken the whole burthen upon himself. He says that after a debate of 
three successive days both morning and evening, the late Council at last came 
to a final agreement to leave the proposition of the Rohilla war to him. No 
two members agreed exactly in opinion, and it was difficult to reconcile them, 
whereas the sentiments of the President were the same invariably from the 
beginning. 

15th.—In strict right, this candour of the Governor General will be no 
justification, though in equity if may be considered as some excuse for the late 
Council in assenting to measures which their conscience condemned ; but with 
respect to the Governor General the exemption he allows to his Council is 
fatal to himself. Ifa doubt can possibly remain in the mind of any unprejudiced 
person, considering the real motives on which he has acted, if such premises 
as those which we think we have established by a constant reference to undis- 
puted facts can be presented to the mind of the Court of Directors without an 
unavoidable conclusion that more has been done than yet appears. In short, 
if the proofs already extant do not amount to demonstration, we for ourselves 
have no doubt that a little time will necessarily produce other explanations, 
by which all those measures, which at present cannot be supported by osten- 


. sible motives, will be completely accounted for, and all opinions on the subject 


reconciled. PP ee e ; ; 
E ew remaining points of the Governor General's minute an 
Ee um eu of Dee which we think proper to take notice of shall 
be briefly considered and dismissed. He is pleased to point out to the Court of 
Directors in what manner it was our duty to have acted upon our own 
principle of adhering to a defensive system for the future. To this we say, that 
the measures we resolved on were the result of deliberation, and that our idea 
of the rectitude and necessity of those measures is confirmed by reflexion. We 
micht indeed have concerted with the Governor in what manner the same 
measures might be carried into execution with the least diminution of his 
159 F. D. j 
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ith the country powers, and we should probably have done 


rsonal eredi w i y i ! J. 
eet for us to attribute his conduct to error of judgment. 


so, if it had been possible i 

(7th—The Governor thankfully acknowledges the support which he 
receives from Mr. Barwell, “and with the more pleasure, as he esteems it to 
eed rather from a just conviction of the propriety of his Aa thar 


o0 oprie 
kon | attachment.” ‘The happy reconciliation alluded to took place 


from persona x 
some months before our arrival. 

18th.—Nothing we confess can be more meritorious than a sacrifice of 
private animosities to the publieserviee, Apparently no man possesses this merit 
in a higher degree than Mr. Barwell. There have been times in which he did 
not judge so favourably of the propriety of the Governor s conduct as he does 
at present. We do not wish to revive the memory of those times, much less to 
interrupt an union which we are bound to think can have no foundation but 
the public good. As for ourselves, we are ready to confess that we have no merit 
of this sort to plead to the Court of Directors. We had no enmities to sacrifice. 
We had no mutual compliance or concessions to make to each other. We set out 
upon one principle. We have but one object in view, and in this instance differ 
about the means. On this subject we should only add that we are far from 
desiring to deprive the Governor of the assistance he receives from Mr, 
Barwell. 

19th.—We are charged with a resolution supposed to have been formed 
long before our arrival of forcing Mr. Hastings to resign the Government ; with 
some men, we trust that an acquaintance with our personal characters will be 
sufficient to acquit us of so bare and absurd a design ; with others, we are sure 
of being sufficiently vindicated by their certain knowledge of our first senti- 
ments, in regard to Mr. Hastings repeatedly and uniformly declared in Engiand, 
and supported by the steps we took on many occasions to remove or soften 
every objection, which we apprehended might arise in his mind from the new 
situation in which he was placed by the Act of Parliament, or by the Company's 
instructions, and which might have inclined him not to continue in the Govern- 
ment. 


20th—'o Mr. Hastings himself our deference is of a different nature but 
equally complete. Noman, we believe, is better acquainted with the great 
leading motive which is supposed to influence or control the conduct of man- 
kind, Whenever he shall inform the Court of Directors, in what sense it was our 
real interest to drive him from the Government, we pledge ourselves to prove to 
the world beyond the possibility of a doubt, that no event whatever could be 
personally more distressing to us nor less for our interest (understanding 
interest as he does) than that which we are accused of endeavouring to promote. 


21st. —Some inattention to ceremonies on the part of the Governor in the 
mode of our reception is supposed to have had a share in creating, or confirm- 
ing in us those hostile resolutions which we are accused of having formed 
against him. ‘he first objection we make to all the Governor has said on this 
article is, that it is a defence without a charge. We leave it to our superiors 
to judge what sort of consciousness. is implied in so hasty an anticipation of 
charges, not advanced against him. 


e2nd.—Our second objection would be to his sta;ement of the facts, if we 
thought it worthy of ourselves or consistent with the prosecution of business of a 
far heavier nature, to defend to the last at peril. Asfor the rest, we hope it will 
be thought too much to bé believed on no better evidence than Mr. Hastings’ 
own affirmative that we are capable of engaging in measures, which if they are 
such as he describes, may subvert an Empire, merely to revenge an act of cere- 
mony for which the slightest concession from Mr. Hastings ought to have 
ae so sufficient an excuse, that we could not have decided accepting it without 
i traying an injudicious appearance of want of hospitality to him, and disgrace 
0 ourselves. E 

23rd.—If the charge of a personal failure in the respect dac to Mr. 
oe EUM any foundation whatsoever, we think it uU not to have 
escribed by so gross a term as that of a warfare of scurrility. The expres- 


sion which heapplies to himself and confines the description are on record, and 
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referred to by himself. Our superiors will judge whether they have reference 
to the publie measures of the late administration, or personally to Mr. Hastings, 
and whether, supposing them to be directed against measures only they were or 
could be too strong for the occasion. i Fao 

24th.—We shall reserve our observations on Mr. Hastings’ state of the 
revenues for a separate minute. In this branch of information the Gov- 
ernor has many signal advantages over us. The subject itself requires the strictest 
care and attention, and as every official light is either directly withheld from 
us, or extorted by us with pain to ourselves and communicated with a studied 
perplexity and reluctance, all our enquiries on this head are attended with 
uncommon labour. Truth however will we doubt not ere long find its way 
to the public view; and if we have any apprehension for the consequence of 
our enquiries, it is not of being unable to prove even more than we have 
advanced or suggested, but lest the general state of this country should appear 
to be such as may alarm the Company and the nation for the epproaching and 
instant ruin of Bengal. i 

_26th.—We now proceed to the observations, which we think necessary for 
the information of the Court of Directors, upon some events and proceedings, 
which have taken place here since the dispatch of the British King, and we 
are the less solicitous about taking up so much of their time, as whatever we ` 
say in these minutes tends to shorten the general letter. 


26th.—With regard to the conduct of public business, let us take notice 
once for all that on the principle which we attribute to Mr. Hastings, 
it is highly to his interest to make use of all those superior means which his 
situation affords him, to retard and perplex the dispatch and progress of 
that business, for he then has a pretence for complaining that urgent affairs are 
delayed or neglected, and for attributing that neglect or delay to the affected 
embarrassment and distress, with which his new colleagues endeavour to perplex 
and afflict him. y 

27th.—On the principle which the late Governor attributes to us, it is 
manifestly our interest to promote the despatch of public business, lest we should 
be charged with endeavouring to retard it. The presumption in this respect, 
so far as-it may be founded on the rovelty of the business and our own want of 
knowledge, is apparently against us. We cannot therefore have a greater 
personal interest than to obviate all objections on this head by a constant 
application to acquire knowledge and to despatch business; let us now look to 
the facts. 

28th.—As we have never yet declined attendance, when summoned, 
upon any * $ j * Councils, it will be incumbent * im x V 
sat e * * v 3 t * since our arrival in this country 
has been preferred by us to personal ease or relaxation, or that partieular 
business has been delayed by our minutes or debates. It will appear by 
the consultations that we called upon him repeatedly to inform us what 
urgent business remains unfinished, and offered to sit night and day till it is 
despatched. We now most urgently repeat that offer. 

29th.—The only extraordinary matters of deliberation, which have come 
before this or the Revenue Board, and which have taken up a considerable 
portion of our time, were either such as could not possibly be avoided or hastily 
dismissed, or such as the Governor-General himself has thought proper to 
introduce. The complaint of the Molungees was not searched after or 
encouraged by us. We found it existing and the complainants at our doors ery- 
ing for justice. We consider their complaint as not only of great importance in 
itself, on the score of the injustice done and justice due to the petitioners, but as 
a matter, the investigation of which will furnish the Court of Directors with 
some important light upon the general management of this branch of their 
* * : 

30th.—The proceedings of the Revenue Board will shelp to show the 
Court of Directors what immediate interest the Governor had to protect the 
contractors, the principal of them being the Banyan of Captain Weller, 
who lived in the Governor's family, and who is admitted to have had a share 


© Tho pages of the folio are in such a decayed and tattered condition that it is impossible to iin these blanks. 
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in the contract. We ourselves have reason to believe that the da the 
contraet were chiefly ingrossed by Captain Weller, and that & PM erable 
share of them has been appropriated since his death to the use of JS b idow, 
who isin England. To this affair and to another wherein the Gover nor s own 
Banyan, Cantoo Baboo, appears to be concerned, but which has not yet been 
regularly enquired into, we impute the resentment shewn by the Governor 
towards Mr. Fowke, by whose assistance, not voluntarily offered but requested 
by General Clavering, some of these discoveries were made. Much time has been 
lost by the Governor in pursuing his unjust attack on Mr. Fowke, whose 
; unblemished character and knowledge of the language have recommended him 
i to General Clavering for the investigation of the complaints and petitions 
presented to him by the Molungees. 


81st—A great body of these people to the number of 250 have been near 
three months in Calcutta soliciting and waiting for justice. In consequence 
of an examination at the Board of the parties and our opinion thereupon, a 
suit is ordered to be instituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature against 
the contractors for the fraudulent and oppressive conduct with which they are 
charged. 


— 


—————À Áo 


Molungees who had been used to work for the merchants previous to the con- 
tract for 50 and 55 rupees per 100 maunds were compelled by the contractors 
to work for 40 (Sepoys being quartered on them); and afterwards to deliver, 
at the rate of 112 maunds and upwards as far as 125 maunds for every 
hundred, by means of a fraudulent contrivance to increase the measure; com- 
bining the diminution of price with the advance on the measure, it appears 
plainly io us that these wretched people are defrauded of not less than 29 rupees 
im the value of 125 maunds of salt; such a fraud, considering the small propor- 
tionable value of the commodity, is of itself enormous. The means by which it 
is perpetrated imply and produce every effect of ayarice and extortion, supported 
by arbitrary power, and neither checked by shame nor restrained by the common 
dictates of humanity. | 


[| 
{ 
$2nd.—The facts as they appear to us on the examination are these: The | 
| 


33rd.—When the year was up, sepoys were again sent, evidently with a 
view to foree them to yield to an adjustment of accounts, in which the con- 
tractors falsely took credit for the highest price of their labour. When they 
come up to Calcutta to complain they were.sent by the Roy Royan to the 
contractors’ houses under pretence of redressing their wrongs, where they | 
were seized and carried back to the salt works by a guard of sepoys. On the 
consultations of the Caleutta Revenue, it appears that these poor people had 
fled from their habitations and had abandoned the collieries to take refuge in 
the woods, where many of them have been devoured by tigers. Every day 
we are convinced will throw such new sights on this subject, that what we 


A have now stated will appear but an inconsiderable part of the whole abuse. 

T 24th.—We bad much opposition from the Governor and Mr. Barwell on | 
the resolution to prosecute in the King's Court. Both the offence, which is | 
oppression of the highest order, and the offender who is a Banyan, appear to be i 
most particularly the objects of that reformation which the Legislature had in & 


view in the institution of the King's Courts. If such offence and such men were | 

only to be tried as they proposed by the Revenue Council with no legal power 

of awarding damages or inflicting punishments, we may venture to say, that the | 

Legislature would have taken much trouble to no purpose, and that the Com- 

pany has been put to an unnecessary expense by the establishment of a | 

Supreme Court of Justice. Our opinions on this part of the subject appear i 
H 
t 
4 
1 


TN ay in our respective minutes in the Revenue consultations to whom 
refer. 


. 90th.—If'the Court of Directors should find leisure to read all the 
minutes entered orf our consultations on this and other occasions, they will find 
Such doctrines asserted and maintained by our opponents, as are not only 
repugnant to every English principle, but to those common dictates of reason 


and justice, which cannot be totally disreearded : ment 
whatsoever without ruin to (no a M 2 regarded in any form of Governmen 
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36th.—It is said for example that the Molungees* aro in a state of vassal- 
age and may be compelled to work at whatever price the master imposes on 
them. This doctrine is not confined to the poor salt-boilers, but seems to be 
extended to the ryot, to the manufacturer, and in general to all the first sources 
of internal industry. If such opinions were merely speculative we should take 
little notice of them ; we fear it will be found that they have been carried Into 
practice and had a considerable operation. We have reason to believe that the 
great want of inhabitants in Bengal, and more particularly in the province of 
Behar, is more owing to the exercise of the powers which these opinions 
establish, and other causes which a little time will produce, than to the famine 
so frequently alleged or appealed to by Mr. Hastings, in accounting for the 
failure of the revenues. 

87th.—On this everlasting theme of Mr. Hastings, we shall only for the 
present observe in general, that under any tolerable form of Government the 
effects of the famine must long since have ceased to he felt in a country where 
nature asks nothing of the governing power but not to study to resist and 
defeat her operations. The world will soon see that it is oppression of the most 
violent and pernicious nature which has reduced this fertile country to a 
state of depopulation. 

28h. —While the examination of the Molungees was depending, we received 
information that the contractors, Boloram and Govind Ram Mitri, had 
defrauded the Company of more than two lakhs anda half of salt. The infor- 
mation was so particular, specifying in each golah where the salt is the over plus 
quantity which the contractors had not declared, that we could not avoid 
giving credit to it. Two of the Company's servants have been sent down to 
weigh the salt and every precaution taken to prevent its being previously 
removed that we could suggest; but the difficulties attending this investiga- 
tion are such and so numerous that we begin to renounce our hopes of estab- 
lishing any discovery of importance upon legal proof sufficient to convict the 
contractors. 

89th.—The Court of Directors will consider and make allowance for these 
difficulties. They arise in part from the nature of the business, the obscurity 
of interpretation, the perplexity of accounts, kept in a barbarous language 
between very artful men on one side and very ignorant men on the other, 
and the great distance of the golahs from each other. The principal impediment 
of all arises from the immediate interest which many persons have in conceal- 
ing frauds of this nature and defeating all enquiry into abuses; enough how- 
ever will assuredly be done to satisfy the Company that extraordinary frauds 
and abuses have been practised and countenanced to the prejudice of this 
branch of their revenue. 

40th.—Uhe charges against Mr. Fowke were introduced and urged by 
the Governor himself without sufficient attention, as we conceive, either to 
the forms or substance of justice. ‘The Court of Directors will judge of the 
propriety of those charges, and whether being once before us they could have 
been dismissed in the summary way recommended by the Governor. ‘The last 
point, foreign from the ordinary course of business, and which has taken up 
any considerable part of our time, was also introduced and in a great measure 
forced upon the Board by the Governor General. : 


Alst.—We mean the summoning and examining of the field officers on 
Monday, the 19th of December, at the Council. To prevent the loss of time, 
which that examination must necessarily create, and to avoid any interruption 
of the daily course of business, Mr. Francis was the member, who moved that 
the Board should proceed upon the examination that evening ; we sat upon it 
from six till am hour after midnight and returned to the Revenue Board at 
ten the next morning. 

49nd.—On Friday, the 23rd, Mr. Francis also moved at the Revenue 
Board, that it may meet again in the evening. We met accordingly, but 
instead of despatching any urgent business were employed near four hours 
in settling the establishment of Mr. Elliot's new offiee, proposed, urged, and 
carried by the Governor General in a manner which we conceive will do him 
little credit with his superiors. The Revenue consultations of that day will show 

* Norre.—Malangi, Mulungee, corruptly Molungee, H, Beng, &c. A salt-maker, a labourer employed in manu- 
facturing salt.— Wilson's. Glossary. a 
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what manner our time was employed. These two are the only 
f our meeting in the evening. The Governor General has never 
attendance for that purpose. 


plainly in 
instances © 
once requested our 3 

4ord.—In the proceedings of the Revenue Board of the 30th of last month, 
the Company will sce a very extraordinary petition to the Pa trom the 
Rannie of Burdwan. The high rank of this lady, whose late hus jand s ancestors 
have from time immemorial enjoyed the zemindarry of that district, entitled 
her, as we think, to some decent consideration and respect from this Govern- 
ment, The Company will see in Mr. Barwell’s minutes with what terms of 
gross insinuation a Councillor of this State permits himself to treat a woman 
who is one of the first subjects of it. 

44th—This is not the way in which we support our opinions in Council, 
when we have the misfortune of differing from our colleagues on great questions, 
Such cruel, irregular hostilities do not belong to that honorable though dis- 
tressing war in which the public conduct of the late administration has 
unavoidably involved us. We leave it to the mercenary auxiliaries of Suja 
Dowla to ruin individuals, to burn villages and violate the sacred retirements 
of the zenana. 

45th.—We do not enter into the truth or falsehood of the charge against 
Mr. Graham and the Dewan of Burdwan of an embezzlement of above 
11 lacks of rupees alleged to be the property of her infant son. It will be her 
business to make good the truth of her allegations. We are not so unjust as to 
give credit to charges against the honor or innocence of any man before the 
proofs are produced, neither does the Rannie's petition require it of us; let the 
prayer of the petition be considered, and we submitit to the judgment of the 
world, whether it could possibly have been refused without a barefaced denial 
of justice, or without throwing suspicions even upon the characters of the 
persons accused, more injurious to them than as we hope can arise from any 
future investigation of the truth. 


461h.— We have adopted the several motions made by Colonel Monson for 
granting the prayer of the petition, as not only regular, beyond dispute in point 
of proceeding, but as conformable to every principle of reason and justice. Nor 
are we unwilling to admit the truth of Mr. Barwell's assertion, that the proposi- 
tion made by Colonel Monson, for granting the prayer of the petition is 
diameirieally opposite to the proceedings of past Governments. A widow 
desires to be heard in behalf of herself and infant son. She produces a charge 
of singular magnitude, and offers to make it good. The favour she desires of 
the Board is that she may be freed from terror and confinement, and allowed 
to attend in person at the Presidency to prosecute her complaint. Former Gov- 
ernments might have refused to grant such requests. We for our parts shall 
never seek or encourage inquiries into past transactions, but when petitions of 
this nature and consequence, and so fairly introduced, are brought before us, 


we must renounce every idea of decency as well as of justice before we can 
refuse them. 


. 47th—We are not alarmed at the formidable consequences held out on 

. this and many other occasions to deter us from doing what we think indispen- 
sibly our duty; as if the permitting a widow and her son to remove from 
Burdwan to Calcutta, which we presume could not have been refused with 
any shadow of reason or justice, implied and must be understood by the 
natives as a determination to repeal all former decisions and must be attended 
with ruin to the collection. We for ourselves have no apprehensions of conse- 
quences so totally disproportionate to the cause assigned forthem. But admit- 
ting them to be unavoidable, we desire it may be considered what sort of Gov- 
ernment this country must have been subject to, when an act apparently so 


regular and so much of course as that i i 1 Ap ae eye 
Pe cafely of the State. nat 1n question, is thought likely to endanger 


A . 480h.—Mr. Barwell's objections to the temporary removal of the Dewan, 
mee decur In our opinion against the rar ples on which the Court of 
Roe Ne ordering the sudden removal and confinement of Mahomed 
dE Ad T. Barwell thinks it very improper, first, to punish a man by 

priving hum of his honors and employments, and by such decisive acts using 


ae his fears. We leave it to him to reconcile this doctrine, if he can, 
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to the above resolution of the Court of Directors; with respect to ns it 
does not stand in opposition to that act of the Revenue Board which is now 
in question. A temporary suspension is no punishment, and to prove a charge 
of embezzlement against the Dewan of a province, while he continues in the 
actual possession and exercise of his power, let it be ever so well founded, we 
know to be difficult in any country, but in this country impossible. As to the 
Paishkar or steward, we consider it as a family office, which ought not to have 
been taken out of the disposal of the zemindar or his representatives. 


49th.—With respect to the persons recommended by General Clayering to 
supply the vacant offices, it is observable that Mr. Barwell remembers their 
having formerly been in competition for these very offices, whereas the Gov- 
ernor says, they are persons unknown; besides many other advantages our 
colleagues have that of a superior local memory over us. At the Revenue 
Board held on the 80th December, they seemed to be perfectly informed of all 
the past decisions and acts of Government respecting the zemindary of 
Burdwan, and the resolutions formerly taken for the benefit of the Rannie and 
her son. In the Council of the 4th instant they would give no answer toa 
very obvious and pertinent question concerning the above proceedings. Neither 
of them were present. Colonel Maclean’s resignation of your service for 
the reasons he alleges will we imagine be considered in England as a remark- 
able event. He owed us no explanation of the motives of his private conduct, 
nor shall we hazard any conjectures concerning the real object of his mission. 
On this head every man will naturally compare the professed motives of 
relinquishing a post of such rank and advantage as that of Commissary-General, 
with Colonel Maclean’s understanding, and draw a conclusion for himself. 


60th.—In our conduct to him as members of the Supreme Council we 
desired nothing but that some decent appearance of regularity might be 
observed in the proceedings of the Board. ‘Che business of his resignation was 
introduced at the Board on Wednesday, the 21st of December. General Claver- 
ing thereupon moved that before he was permitted to resign the service, he 
might lay before the Board of Inspection, which was to meet the next day, his 
accounts and demands on the Company. If he had been confined to the office 
which the Court of Directors originally gave him he could have had no 
demand allowance nor accounts to settle. Soon after his arrival here, he was 
employed by the administration to supply the army with a variety of 
contingencies; the accounts of which he was himself to control The above 
obvious and regular motion of General Clavering is called by the Governor e» 
unprecedented injury done to Colonel Macleane, to detain him by violence in the 
service for a debt due by the Company to him; and by Colonel Macleane him- 
self it is supposed to amount to ave exeat, False argument may be refuted, but 
a total want of reason is unanswerable. 


51st.—When the Directors see a fact asserted under Colonel Macleane’s 
own hand, and the same fact adopted and made use of in argument by the Goy- 
ernor, viz., that he has never had a shilling of the Company's money in his pos- 
session, they may observe perhaps with surprise that in consequence of an 
unlimited letter of credit given to Colonel Macleane by the late Board of 
Inspection on the 12th of June last on the Factories of Patna and Cassimbazar, 
his agents have received 9,000 sicca rupees, which are yet unaccounted for. 
‘the sum indeed is not considerable, and might easily have escaped Colonel Mac- 
leane’s notice or * * , but the circumstance of the unlimited letter 
of credit on two factories being totally forgot or not taken notice of by the 
Governor or Mr. Barwell, will serve to show in what an irregular manner the 
Company's money affairs have been conducted. To Colonel Macleane personally 
we have shown every proper mark of respect. 


52nd.—The idea which we have conceived of his abilities must naturally 
be confirmed in the minds of the Court of Directors by the number and variety 
of different characters which he undertook to represent at the army. In point 
of rank he appears as Colonel in Suja Dowla’s country; he appears as a 
merchant, having carried a considerable quantity of merchandize with him, 
which could not find entrance into that country without a particular Dustick 
or permission. ‘This merchandize he conveys in boats, which he thinks it 
reasonable that the Company should pay for. Arrived at the army he becomes 
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an agent to make a bargain with himself on behalf of the Company. He then 
Lb Company 15 per cent. for his trouble, and last of all, in quality of 
Comptroller, controls the same accounts which he delivers in in his quality 
of agent. We are bound by our duty to take notice of these iransactious, and 
do not mean to intimate a censure on Mr. Macleane., W hen such irregularities 
are permitted, it is more the fault of the Government which permits than of 
ihe individual, who profits by them. 

53rd.—If we may depend on the declarations thrown out at the Revenue 
Board, by the Governor-General, on the 20th of last month, the appointments 
of the new Councils will not be unattended with censure on his part. The true 
and natural vindication of the resolutions taken by the Board on this subject 
will arise from a comparison of the appointments recommended by the Governor 
and of those agreed to by the Board. A list of each is annexed to this niinute ; 
for the rest we beg leave to refer the Hon'ble Court of Directors to the con- 
sultations of the Revenue Department. 

5dth.—They will be informed by the general letter that Mr. Fredrick 
Stuart finding his hopes frustrated of being appointed Public Resident at the 
Vizier’s Court and in order to recover his health has resigned the service. 

5dth.—The preference given to Mr. Bristow does not imply the least 
reflection on any other recommendation. With respect to appointments in 
general, when names and personal characters are in question, we rather wish 
that our choice should be determined by preference than by objection. On this 
subject our idea and principle is, that if it be a matter of total indifference 
with respect to the service (as in the case of the Sheriff), every Member of the 
Board may fairly and honorably follow his inclination. Where offices of trust 
and importance are to be filled up, we think it incident to the conscientious 
discharge of our duty, to consult and be guided by our own discretion, as far 
as may be consistent with a due regard to rank and seniority. The Court of 
Directors will undoubtedly take notice in which of the two lists of Councils, 
viz., that proposed by the Governor and that resolved on by the Board, the 
greatest attention was paid to the claims of standing and service. 

56th.— With respect to Mr. Bristow, we shall only observe that in point of 
rank he stands next but one to Mr. Fredrick Stuart, that he is considerably 
above Mr. Nathaniel Middelton, and that his family and connections are 
such as we believe will be no disgrace to his office. His own zeal and abilities 
will we doubt not in a little time remove the personal objections made to him 
by the Governor General, and confirm the propriety of the appointment. To 
us he appeared to possess a qualification for this office, which the Governor 
himself must haye thought material, since he recommended Sir John D’Oyly 
to assist Mr. Fredrick Stuart, who himself is not acquainted either with the 
Persian or Indostan language. Mr. Bristow has been some years Persian trans- 
lator to the Khalsa. [ 

67th.—On this subject we shall only observe further that we yielded at 
once to the Governor General’s recommendation of Coonje-beharry to be 
Dewan of Dinagepore, and that his nomination of Mr. Elliot to a newly created. 
office was accepted. The difference of opinion which appears on the Revenue 
consultations, on that occasion does not effect Mr. Elliot, of whose personal merit 
and qualifications we all had the same sentiments. If he prefers honor to 
emolument, as we are thoroughly persuaded he does, a difference of opinion 
which went only to the amount of the salary and which was determined before 
his name was mentioned will not weigh in his mind against the pleasure of 
knowing that his character united every opinion in his favor. 


charge 


58th.—By the Governor General’s answer to our minute concerning Major 


Polier, it appears that that officer had no i i i ssi 
2n a nstructions or authority to assist, as 
he did, at the reduction of Agra. 2: 


99th.—The examination of Colonel Champion furnishes for the present 
but one subject of remark. The Company's right to the 40 lacks in 
mi mon of their assistance in the Rohilla war was acknowledged by the 
En bolote Colonel Champion left the army, and long before the instructions 
: © Board could reach the Commanding Officer. Itappearsalso that Colonel 
Champion has not received any part of the above sum. 
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60th. —We know not on what intelligence the Governor could found the 
following assertion contained in his minute of the 3rd of December, riz., 
«that soon after our instructions to Colonel Champion were dispatched, the 
Vizier had consigned over the 15 lacks, which Fyzulla Cawn had engaged 
to pay him in ready money, to Colonel Champion in part payment of the 
40 lacks due from. him.” We know with certainty that there could be no 


- foundation for such intelligence, and we hope that the Court of Directors will 


observe, that on the 6th of December Mr. Tastings signed his name to a 
postscript to the general letter in which it is affirmed with unquestionable 
truth that no part of the 40 lacks had then been received. 


61st.—We must further observe that Colonel Champion in his letter of 
13th of December last expressly affirms that before he left the army, the 
3 lacks for which the Vizier had given him a 'Tuncaw had been repeatedly ' 
offered to him, and in particular His Excelleney's Minister informed him that 
he had instructions to pay them out of the 15 lacks which he the Vizier 
received from Fyzulla Cawn, The whole business of the Vizier's pecuniary 
engagements and payments to the Company seems to us to be involved in an 
affected confusion, which we are taking pains to clear up, and do not doubt of 
succeeding, provided the necessary documents are not withheld from us. In this 
place we shall only take notice that the 15 lacks of rupees which Mr. Grady was 
to have received from the Vizier were on account of the Treaty of Benares, 
and have no conneetion with the other 15 laeks which the Vizier received 
from Fyzulla Cawn, and which he promised to pay over to the Company imme- 
diately, in part of the 40 lacks due for the Rohilla war. Tuis observation 
will be found more material, perhaps, than the Court of Directors at first 
sight may be aware of. 


62nd.—Since writing the above we have seen a private letter from Mr. 
Nathaniel Middleton of the 21st December 1774, in which he says that he has 
the 15 lacks in his possession, but finds a difficulty in procuring boats to 
convey the money to the Presidency. He also mentions the declining and. pre- 
carious state of the Viziers health. We have not yet seen any letters from 
Colonel Galliez to inform us of what steps he has taken in consequence of the 
instructions of the Board to negotiate with the Vizier. 


63rd.—On the arrival of Colonel Champion at the Presidency the Board 
required a sight of his whole correspondence, of which we have obtained a 
promise after some complimentary apologies had passed between the Gov- 
ernor and him on the reciprocal delicacy of either of them discovering what 
might affect the honor of the other. This correspondence ought regularly to 
have been communicated to us by the Governor General in the first instance 
while the recal of the Brigade was under debate; at present we are not very 
anxious to sec it, especially as it is said by Colonel Champion to contain 
matters not fit for the publie eye. 


64th.—The above letter of Colonel Champion informs the Board of his 
having received an obligation from the Vizier of 7 lacks of rupees for the troops 
who were employed in the conquest of the Rohilla dominions ; of half a lakh for 
the use of the Field officers, and of three lakhs for himself. At his examination 
it appeared that he had informed the late administration of the first present, 
but had not mentioned the two latter till he arrived at the Presidency when 
he acquainted the Governor with it. As all those presents were received, after 
the period limited by that clause of the Act of Parliament which restrained 
all officers from taking presents, we have agreed to acquiesce in the Governor's 
proposal, of referring the 7 lacks to the Court of Directors, for the reasons 
mentioned in our minute of the 31st of last month, to which we refer. 


65th.—The fatal consequence of indulging troops with the hopes of plunder 
have been too often exemplified in this country. ‘The Rohilla war with respect 
to the share we took in it had no other object; and to judge from the corre- 
spondence which has been laid before us it should seem that plunder had 
ingrossed the attention not only of this Government but of the army from the 
commencement of the campaign to the end of it. We donot mean to intimate 
the most distant rellection on the conduct of the Brigade, far otherwise. We 
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admire and commend the exact discipline they observed under the disappoint- 
ment of hopes, which it was natural enough they should form from d nature of 
the service, We mean to fix our censure upon the Government, which unneces- 
sarily employs their military force on service which of course suggest hopes 
of expectations utterly unfit to be proposed to or entertained by a regular 
army. 

66th.—We could wish to avoid mentioning the Vizier's letter of complaint 
against Colonel Champion as well as that delivered by the Field oflicers in 
the name of ihe army, but it is fair to say that the accusations. which they 
both contain, ought not to make any impression as Colonel Champion has not 
vet had time to deliver in his answer to either. Me has given a direct contradic- 
iion to the Vizier’s assertions, which the Colonel calls “ infamous untraths.” 


67th—We find by the Vizier's letters that 2,000 stand of arms and two 
eighteen-pounders were sent to the Vizier with stores by Mr. Hastings, and 
that Major Hannay was appointed Agent to receive Nudjif Cawn's pension of 
2 lacks. 

68th.—We have each of us received letters from the King and his Ministers 
complaining of ihe detention of his tribute, and demanding the whole arrears 
due to him. As individuals we might confine our answers to the usual assurance 
of respect and attachment referring the subject of His Majesty's letters to the 
Council. As Members of the Government, we find ourselves laid under an extra- 
ordinary embarrassment by the resolution of the late Government, to restore to 
Nudjif Cawn his pension, which by the Treaty of 1765 was to be paid out 
of the 26 lacks granted to the King, in consideration of the grant, of the 
Dewannee to the Company. 


69th.—The letters received by General Clavering from several of the Com- 
pany's military officers entrusted with separate commands will be found very 
deserving of notice. They contain accounts of military expeditions and hosti- 
lities carried on against a number of different Rajas and Zemindars without any 
authority from the present Government or any direct communication to us of 
the plan, or execution of them. Most of these measures appears to have been 
directed by the Provincial Chiefs of Patna and Burdwan, a considerable time 
after our arrival here. In some places the Rajas are reduced to obedience 
and give hostages. In many others the villages are burnt, and the corn cut down 
and destroyed. Ensign Scott having received orders from the Chief of Patna to 
seize or expel Raja Fulla Shah, pursues him into Suja Dowla's dominions, and 
makes three of the Vizier’s subjects prisoners of war. Captain Crawford by 
order of the Chief at Burdwan entered Patcoom on the 5th of last month with 
six companies of sepoys, took the capital, levelled the town and cleared the 
country, in order to make the post tenable. On the 9th he attacks and drives 
the natives before him, after which the whole country fled into the mountains. 
He says that he is endeavouring to sow dissension among their Chiefs, so as to 
induce them to submit, or enable him with ease to root them out. 


70th.—We do not pretend to determine at present whether measures of 
this nature be necessary or not, but we think it very extraordinary that military 
expeditions of such importance and leading to such consequence should be 
undertaken, not only without the orders but without the knowledge of this 
Board. We are sorry to be obliged to conclude this article with declaring that 
as far as we are able to judge, the general principle, which seems to have ani- 
mated this Government, as well with respect to the natives of the Provinces, 
as to the neighbouring States, has had too near a relation to the expressive 
words, so often made use of, extirpate, exterminate, root out and annihilate. 


7 1st,—The remainder of the observations which we are at present enabled to 
make on Mr. Hastings’s representations of the state of this country is reserved 
for a separate minute. Our enquiries hitherto have been directed, and as 
much as possible confined to great and interesting objects ; our application to 
them has been. equally laborious and incessant. To obtain that complete 
information which we wish to give to the Court of Directors on all these 
difficult and complicated questions requires not only uncommon activity on our 
part but pne allowance of time in which it may be exerted with effect. Lf 
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we had leisure or inclination to enter into details of an inferior importance, we 
are very sure that there is hardly a line of the Governor General's address to the 
Court of Directors, in which we might not easily detect and find some inac- 
curacy in matter of fact or contradiction in argument. We decline the weary 
task not only because we think it unworthy of us, but as it is really in itself 
unnecessary. Facts of a transcendent magnitude ought to engross our attention ; 
when once they are established beyond contradiction, they include the probability 
of infericr abuses, and at the same time make it superfluous to push that pro- 
bability into proofs. í 

72nd.—Noither shall we endeavour to lessen the effects of those appeals, 
which Mr. Hastings indirectly makes to the generous passions of the Court of 
Directors. “His long services.’—* The important trusts in which his life has 
been employed.”—* His gratitude for the obligations already laid on him; and 
his profound submission to their future sentence" If our judgment of every 
single branch of his administration since the power of doing signal mischief or 
signal service to the Company was entrusted to him, should appear to be well 
founded, we should be sorry to preclude him from the use of the only resources 
whieh his eause will have left him. If pleas of this nature can be properly 
introduced and admitted in the vefutation of positive charges, we are content 
to allow him all the benefit he can desire from them. Itis not for ws to say 
that a mode of defence, which seems rather addressed to the mercy than to the 
justice of the Judge, is irregular in Mr. Hastings’s situation; we indeed have 
yet no services to plead. On the other hand, we do not appeal to the candor of 
our superiors nor can we attempt to engage their future favor by a pathetic 
acknowledgment of former obligations. ‘The true condition of this country 
cannot long be concealed. Effects will be felt before they are accounted for. 
When that happens, we foresee no difficulty in determining by what means and 
by whose misconduct a rich, and flourishing State reduced to the hazard at 
least of beggary and ruin, ‘Lhe great and alarming question will be, by whose 
future services and by what future exertion of virtue and ability such a State 
can be recovered. Common men are not equal to the occasion. 


J. CLAVERING. 
Gro. Monson. 
P. FRANcIs. 


Minute from GENERAL Cravertnc, Coronet Monson, and Mr. Francis. 


The Governor General has not confined his address to the Hon’ble Court 
of Directors to the single subject of the Rohilla war, but has entered generally 
into the measures he has taken for the service of the Company, the success of 
his endeavours and the prosperity of their affairs. Far from entertaining a wish 
to place these objects in a less flattering point of view to the Company, we feel 
it as a heavy misfortune to ourselves, and setting aside all professions of zeal 
for the public, to be obliged to declare and maintain an opinion very different 
from that advanced by the Governor of the natural state of the Company’s 
affairs. Weare well acquainted with the invidious nature of the office we 
undertake in maintaining our opinions, and the disadvantage we lie under, when 
we dispute the truth of propositions, which we ourselves, and every man in Eng- 
land, as well from interest as inclination must wish to be true. 


But in what manner is it really our duty to act. Are we to suffer the Com- 
pany to continue unacquainted with their situation and let the storm gather till 
it bursts, or are we to take upon us the immediate odium of discovering 
to them the real difficultiestin which their affairs are involved, and the immi- 
nent danger with which they are threatened. In this apparent alternative, 
we think that the consideration of our own personal honor, personal safety, and 
above all things of our real duty to the Company leave us no choice. 


When we refer to the consideration of our personal safety we mean to 


establish our immediate claim to one general vindication of ourselves against. 
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all.consequences, that when the present administration took the Government 
upon them, almost every natural resource of the country was already exhausted. 
As to the effect which any present diseovery ol truth may produce at home, we 
ay that the distresses we allude fo, are so instant that no artifice what- 


can only E 5 
; i eon the other could possibly conceal them 


ever on oneside nor tacit aequiescene 
much longer from the publie view. 


With regard to the state of the bonded debts, we beg leave to observe with- 
out entering at present so deeply into the question, as we mean to do hereafter, 
that if the Company’s finances were m that prosperous state, hich they are 
described to have been in by the general letter from this F residency of the 
22nd of August 1774, and if their eredit was so good that their bonds have 
a considerable premium, and if the Treasury was so full, or the probable 
receipts were so much superior to the probable issues as to admit of the entire 
discharge of near 26 lacks of principal debt before the end of the year, we 
then think ourselves entitled to affirm that the operation from which Mr. 
Hastings claims so much merit was a poor and inadequate measure of finance 
compared to what might have been done with the same resources. 


Taking the above suppositions as data, we are confident that the late 
administration were in possession of means to reduce the interest upon the whole 
debt to 5 per cent. or even lower without the least violence or breach of faith 
to the public creditor. The savings on the head of interest, together with 
any surplus monies which might have been spared from current service, 
should then have constituted a sinking fund, the strict appropriation of which 
to the discharge of the principal would immediately have supported the credit 
of the Company’s bends, and might eventually have reduced them to nothing, 
Instead of this prudent and obvious measure the late administration have 
contented themselves with reducing the interest of 15 laeks from 8 to 5 
per eent, and have resolved upon a discharge of principal debt which we 
doubt very much whether our present funds are equal to, without such 
distress to Government, as may create the necessity of a new loan. We propose 
to take up this subject afresh and do every thing that our actual credit and 
resources will admit of to repair the mischief which has been done and to lighten 
the general burthen of the debt. For the present we are willing to declare that 
if our means were more copious than they are likely to prove, we should be 
very cautious of proceeding rapidly to the annihilation of such a mass of fictitious 
property in a country where great and urgent distress is the want of circulation. 
We wish very much to be instructed by the superior knowledge of the Court of 
Directors on this important question, viz., whether within proper limits, and at 
reasonable interest, a public debt may not-in many senses be beneficial to this 
country, and not burthensome to Government. 


With regard to the past or future provision of the investment we shall 
only say in this place, that the case of advancement of the Company's commer- 
cial interest is a point which we have at least as much at heart as Mr. Hastings. 
The Court of Directors will see, in some of the late consultations, what extra- 
ordinary pains have been taken by us, and by us only, to prevent the least cold- 
ness or want of cordiality between our Board and the Board of Commerce. 
We have touched in our other minute upon the management of the Salt Trade ; 
for the present we neither assent to nor deny the truth of what Mr. Hastings 
has asserted concerning the profits of that trade to the Company, in the course 
of the year 1773. 


Without entering into general arguments against a monopoly of any of 
the great articles of consumption, even in the hands of Government, we believe 
the footing on which this particular monopoly is exercised, may indeed strain 
and extort a short-lived revenue from a source of wealth not yet quite 
exhausted, but we fear that that very strain and extortion tend naturally to 
the destruction of future revenue. ‘The present monopoly, however, with all 
its supposed advantages, was not acquired without drawing a considerable 
charge on Government. The late administration by ordering the Molungees to 
be delivered over to the Government contractors disabled the former zemindars 
and renters of the salt districts from making good their contracts and thereby 
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become answerable for the balances of those contracts. We are informed that 
in the year 1773, the salt of the Injillee districts was get aside in order to pay 
off part of those balances. 


We have already made some general observations on the nature of the 
service on which the Company's military forces have been em ployed. Our in- 
formation on this subject is not complete, as we have not yet seen the correspon- 
dence between this Government and the officers employed in military operations 
in Ramgur, the Jungleterry Country and Cooch Behar. All that we know is that 
military operations «uve been and are actually carrying on in many parts of 
the frontier country without the authority of this Board. 


The true and just object of all expeditions of this sort should have been 
merely to check and keep in awe by the occasional presence of a Military Force 
such of the Mountaineers and other inhabitants of those frontier districts, as had 
been accustomed or were likely to make inroads into and disturb the peace of 
our provinces. The people we speak of were not however in so wild and bar- 
barous a state as they have been represented. The accounts we have heard 
of them imply in general a condition of industry and simplicity of manners, 
united with a natural desire of independence. To subvert their state and much 
more to extirpate them on account of the licentiousness of a few disorderly 
people was neither necessary nor expedient. As for the trifling revenue which 
may have been brought to the Company’s account in consequence of the sub- 
jection of these countries, we only desire that the Company’s Accountant may 
compare it with the ordinary and extraordinary expense of the troops employed 
in the expedition and make his report of the ultimate profit to the Company. 
At the same time we do not mean to affirm that these countries have not 
yielded much more considerable sums than what has been brought to public 
account or that the various expeditions into them have not been profitable in 
any sense whatever, or that under a regular form of Civil Government the 
acquisition of these districts, if it could be gained without violence or injustice, 
might not become highly beneficial to the Company. The first thing, however, 1s 
to consult the population and improvement of those immense tracts of rich lands 
which at present, as we understand, lie uncultivated and deserted in the midst 
of these Provinces. 


Trom what has been written already on the subject of the Vizier’s debts to 
the Company, the Court of Directors will be able to form a judgment of the 
probability of their being acquitted ; our most strenuous endeavours shall not 
be wanting to realize the amount of our just demands on the Vizier, but we must 
desire that the Company will not reckon such debts among their actual wealth, 
until they are actually paid. 


We also desire that the following facts may be attended to :— 


1) Colonel Champion declares that he has received no part of the 10 lacks 
for the Rohilla war. (2) Mr. Grady was to have received 15 lacks of the 
Vizier on account of the Tyeaty of Benares; he has brought down with him 
but 10 lacks of Viziery rupees; the remaining 5 lacks were to have been 
paid by the Raja of Benares. Why they have not been paid might perhaps 
appear from Mr. Nathaniel Middleton’s correspondence with the Governor, but 
no explanation whatever has been given to the Board. To show the Court of 
Directors that we have done everything in our power to obtain a satisfactory 
information on this subject, we beg leave to refer them to our letter to Mr. 
Secretary Stewart entered on the last consultation and to Mr. Grady’s report 
thereupon. (3) Mr. Nathaniel Middleton in his letter to the Governor of the 
21st December 1774 says that he has got the 15 lacks in his possession, but 
does not specify upon what account. We presume it must be on account of the 
Rohilla war. (4) Considerable draughts have been made on this Presidency, 
onaccount of the pay of the second Brigade, which was to have been completely 
provided for by the V izier’s monthly subsidy. We have seen draughis on this 
account to the amount of above a lakh-and-a-half. We have already apprized 
the Court of Directors of the nature of the extraordinary charges beyond the 
amount of the subsidy, which we apprehend must be borne by the Company 
and consequently set against the promised profits of the Rohilla war. The 
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liquidation of these perplexed accounts appears to us a most important object 
and shall be taken up and forwarded as far as depends on us with the utmost 
despatch, . i 

We now proceed to an article in the flattering representation of the Com- 
yany’s affairs, on which we presume the Governor General must have rested 
his principal hopes of finding favor in their sighs. 

Tn his address to the Court of Directors of the 3rd of December 1774, he 
asserts that there was at that time a balance of current rupees eighty lacks, 
forty-nine thousand eight hundred and six, actully lying in the Company’s 
Treasuries. 

i Mhe first general observation we have to make on this supposed balance is, 
that considering the various savings which are said to have been made by Mr. 
Hastings, the detention of the King's tribute which instead of being set apart to 
answer any future demand of the King has been thrown into the general Trea- 
sury and constitutes part of Mr. Hastings’s balance, together with the external 
supplies of money received from Suja Dowla, of all which Mr. Hastings has 
availed himself to swell his balance in hand, and when in addition to these articles 
we take into the account the arrears of pensions due to the young Nabab and 
others, which not being paid of course tend to swell the balance in hand, it 
seems impossible to us to account for the comparative smallness of this balance, 
but by some extraordinary expense, and an extraordinary failure in the revenue. 


The several sums we speak of amount to no less than one hundred seventy- 
three lacks, thirty-nine thousand, four hundred ninety-two Sicca Rupees, 
according to the annexed account of particulars taken from the last statement ; 
though regularly they do not enter into a cash account, yet they ought 
in our opinion to be set against Mr. Hastings's balance, if that cash account 

ý, be meant to give the Company a true idea of the state of their affairs. This 
just and regular way of stating the account would produce a real but most 
alarming balance against the Company, not to be reduced, we fear, but by 
irrecoverable balances in the collections and desperate debts. 


Setting aside for the present any further consideration of this part of the 
subject, and without insisting that a cash account taken at the most favourable 
period proves nothing but the bare existence of so much cash in the public 
purse at the period, we should at all events have been happy to find an 
unappropriated fund in hand of eighty-lakhs-and-a-half to answer the various 
immediate exigences of Government, but the account dated the 80th Nov- 
ember and signed by Mr. Croftes which the Governor General has inclosed to 
prove the reality of so large a balance actually existing in the Company’s 
treasuries, appears to us to have been formed on a principle so erroneous as 
must inevitably lead to a false conclusion. The account upon the face of it 

; is liable to an objection which we think ought at once to destroy the credit of 
E any evidence which it professes to contain. 

The first great inaccuracy which must immediately strike every man the 
least conversant with such accounts is the confusion of dates. The balance of 
cash in the Treasuries of the Provincial Councils are drawn out to different 
periods, some to the 14th of October, others to the 13th and 30th of September, 
whilst the balance of the Khalsa Treasury is taken at the distance of two 
months later, viz., the 28th of November. 


This circumstance alone destroys in our opinion the credibility of the 

account, as the first principle on which it ought to be formed is an exact corre- 
spondence of dates. Nothing can be more palpably absurd than to join together 
in one account sums remaining in different Treasuries, which from the conti- 
nual demands made upon them are ever fluctuating, and then to bind the total 
with the cash remaining in the Khalsa Treasury at an after period, which 
Treasury is itself constituted by the remittances from the (other) inferior 
‘Treasuries, 
i For these reasons the account transmitted home by the Governor General. 
ss absurd in its formation and must be fallacious. In effect it is much worse 
in our n than no account at all, Between the 30th of September and the 
last of November, considerable sums were remitted to the Khalsa Treasury by 
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the Provincial Councils, yet these sums are not deducted from the balanee of 
cash remaining in the districts, as they ought to have been, whilst the amount 
respectively forms a part of the money in the Khalsa Treasury, so that it is 
doubly introduced, and constitutes a false balance, 


We have received from the Khalsa Office an account/of remittance from 
the subordinate treasuries between the respective periods to which their balances 
are drawn out on tlie 28th of November. With the assistance of this account, 
and taking the several balances in the different treasuries as they are stated by 
Mr. Croftes, we have drawn outa corrected account by which the general balance 
on the 28th November 1774 is reduced 
to current rupees sixty-seven lacks fifty- 
six thousand, three hundred and ten, three annas. Credit is given for all those 
bills which pass under the transfer account as so much ready money received 
into the Khalsa. We do not mean, however, to answer for the real existence 
of even this reduced balance, but we affirm that the principle on which our 
account is drawn out is under the present circumstances more likely to shew 
a true state of the Company’s balances in hand than that which has been 
transmitted to them. 


Current R67,56,310-3. 


We are nevertheless sensible that this account, after all, may be liable to 
objection ; nothing but an exact correspondence of dates can give an exact 
balance; but in order to arrive as nearly as possible to the truth, we have drawn 
out another cash account on Mr. Croftes’ principle, that is taking the balances 
in the Provincial Treasuries at the latest periods to which, even now, they can 
be obtained. "This account reduces the total balance on the 28th of November 
1774 to Current RG62,25,066-14-6. We have further objections to the propriety 
of the account produced by Mr. Hastings and some of them of another nature. 
It seems probable to us that part of the balances in some of the subordinate 
treasuries may have been remitted in the interval to other subordinate treasuries, 
as for example from Dinagepore to Moorshedabad. If many such remittances 
have been made, they also ought to be taken in diminution of the general 
balance; besides this we object to the aecomptants swelling the general balance 
of the Khalsa by the article of bills receivable, which amounts to above six 
lacks. We think that the Public Treasury of a State ought to receive no 
payments but in specie ; at all events remittances by bills of exchange should 
not be reckoned part of the existing cash until those bills are paid. 


After having, as we think, completely invalidated the eredit of the account 
produced by the Governor General, we are ready, if he should still adhere to the 
truth of it, to waive all our objections provided he will agree to make himself 
answerable to the Company for the actual existense of a balance of Current 
RS0,49,806-6-0 in the Company's treasuries on the day, on which he asserts 
that that sum was actually laying in those treasuries. 


No part of the salaries due to the Governor and Council, the Judges, or 
the Board of Trade, has yet been paid here. If they are not paid before the 
signing the general letter, they will amount to about four lacks and-a-half, 
and as the account is ordered to be drawn out, they must be in course of pay- 
ment in a day or two. 


On the inspection of your territorial revenue, we cannot but lament the 
fatal regulations established in 1772, which from two years operation to the 
30th April 1774 have accumulated Sicca RG7,66,081, a balance in arrears 
amounting fo sixty-seven lacks, sixty-six thousand, and eighty-one sleea rupees. 
According to the annexed statement, what part of this great sum muy be 
recovered this year cannot be ascertained; we are apprehensive it will not 
exceed 14 or 15 lacks. "Pho bad effect of this system will not be felt iu its full 
extent till the expiration of the five years for which the lands were let. Admit- 
ting the Governor General’s assertion that the receipts of 1180 exceed those of 
1179 by the inconsiderable sum of three lacks of rupees, it does not follow that 
the provinces of Bengal and Bahar are in à flourishing state, or that they have 

aid the assessment made by the Committee; the increase of revenue must be 
attributed to the increase of territory since the year 1772 by the conquest of 
Cooch Bahar, Jungleterry and other districts. We mention these eireutustances 
at present to shew that we have not been inattentive to the important objeet, 
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t of Directors such a statement of their Dewannee 


them elearly eomprehend that intricate business, 
his essential branch of their 


and hope soon to give the Cour 
and eeded lands as may make ther 
and enable them. to send us precise orders on t 


affairs. J. CLAVERING. 
G. MONSON. 
P. FRANCIS. 


Minute from Mx. Francts. 


Mr. Francis has prepared on the 


The delivery of the minute which } | 
the answers to his queries to the 


subject of the Bank has waited only for ) VIE 
x * . M) ^ 2A g Ave 
Bankers and Provincial Councils, entered on the proceedings of the Kevenue 


Board of the 14th of last month, without which it could not be completed. They 
are but just come in, and he is prevented from considering them by a multi- 
plicity of other business still more important; from what he has already had 
an opportunity of observing, he thinks it will appear to the conviction of every 
man who understands the true principles of such an institution that this Bank 
neither has nor could possibly produce those great publie benefits which would 
be sufficient to justify an innovation of such magnitude in the mode of remitting 
the revenue of Bengal to the Presidency. 
P. FRANCIS. 


Secret Dept., Fort William, the 6th February 1775. 
Monday. Av A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 


Tur Hon’BLE Warren Hastines, Governor General, President. 
Lteurenant-GENERAL JOHN CLAVERING. 
Tur Hox’BLE Grorce Monson. 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
Purr Francis, Esq. 
Read and approved the consultation of the 3rd instant. 
The following letter from Cotonet Garrez having been received last night was imme- 


diately sent in circulation to the Members of the Board;, and the Council being met this 
morning to consider it, the letter is now read. 


TON’ BLE SIR AND Srns,—1t is with the utmost concern I inform you of 
the death of the Vizier, who departed this 
: life about an hour ago. Mr. Campbell 
and Captain Stuart attended and dressed him till he died, but for two days past 
he took no medicine inwardly from them. The mother and the rest of his 
family about him in their too great anxiety would not admit of anything but 
from themselves to be administered to him. 


His eldest son and presumptive successor, the Nabob Mirza Amanny, has 
applied to me for your support in his just rights, and my assistance with the 
troops if necessary, which I have assured him of, until I am honored with 
your commands, and instructions for my guidance on this occasion. I shall 
therefore remain here and give him every assistance and protection to the 
family, in my power, i 

At present all are in the utmost tranquillity in the town ; and I flatter 
myself that my presence here will be the means of preventing much disturb- 
ance from arising. E 


Colonel Gailliez—the Vizier Suja Dowla dead. 


I have the honor to be, 
with the highest respect, &c., - 


i bs  FAYZABAD,' 
— The 26th January 1770. | GAILLIEZ. 
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. Mr. Francis lays before the Board the followiug Minute which he has drawn up on the 
subject of the Governor General's and General Clavering’s Minutes respecting the reduction of 
the bonded debt, recorded iu Consultation 26th January :— 


The importance of the different propositions laid before the Board, by the 
Governor and General Clayering for reducing the 
Hon'ble Company's bonded debt, will I hope excuse 
the liberty I take in submitting to the Board my opinion upon the general 
principles, which I think should determine their judgment in considering 
and adopting any measure of this nature; this or any other general principles, 
being once established, will serve as a guide to us in comparing the respective 
advantages of the above propositions, if they should be found to differ materially 
or perhaps enable us to unite the operation of the two schemes, if they should 
appear to tend in effect to one and the same object. 


Mr, Francis’s Minute. 


By the thirty-third article of our instructions, the reduction of the bond 
debt is stated to us as an object of the utmost consequence “ to the Company's 
prosperity,” and we are directed “to pay every attention to it, consistent with 
the safety and protection of their possessions, and with the requisitions that 
shall be made to us for their investments.” 

By this reservation, I ‘understand it to be the intention of the Court of 
Directors that we should first provide for the current services of this Govern- 
ment, and for the investment; and that we should keep some reserve of money 
in our Treasury, to enable us to meet any unforeseen difficulties which might 
affect the safety of their possessions. The wisdom and propriety of this 
instruction speaks for itself. When the several objects above mentioned are pro- 
vided for, we are instructed to apply our attention to the reduction of the 
debt. 


In order to give due and regular obedience to this article of our instruc- 
tions, we ought in the first place to be furnished with an exact comparative 
estimate of the current services; debts in course of payment, and probable 
demands for the present year on one side, and of our actual means and probable 
resources on the other; to apply any money to the discharge of principal debt, 
before this estimate is made and before we know upon solid grounds, what our 
available surplus is likely to prove, would I conceive be as inconsistent with 
prudence, as it would be manifestly contradictory to our instructions. Till 
the amount of such available surplus is known and established, we can form 
no judgment of the degree in which it may be possible for us to diminish 
the principal debt. Let it be supposed, however, for the present, that it may 
amount to ten lacks or any other given sum. The question will then be in 
what way it ought to be applied, so as to give the greatest possible relief to the 
general burthen of the debt; that is whether we should make use of this sum 
to assist us in reducing the interest upon the whole debt, or apply it at once 
to pay off an equal quantity of the principal. s 

Considering it merely as a question of finance, and without entering at 
present into many other important considerations, which a wise Government 
should constantly have in view in every operation of this nature, I submit my 
opinion to the Board that, while your bonds at eight per cent. are considerably 
above par, you ought in point of accuracy to endeavour to reduce them all 
to the lower rate of five per cent. at which some part of the debt now stands, 
and that to begin paying off part of the capital before you have reduced the 
rate of interest would besides producing great mischief in many other respects be 
an unthrifty way of proceeding with reference to the proffest purpose of lighten- 
ing the burthen of the debt. 

By paying off a million at par, the whole annual saving to the Company is 
eighty thousand rupees ; you are also ten lacks less in debt. But on one side this 
Saino saving of expense to the Company, and on the other it obliges you to stop 
short in the reduction of debt, and so wait till you have another accumulation of 
surplus in your treasury, before you can carry your operations any farther. ‘Try 
the other way with the same means, offer an option to the holders of the oldest 
bonds at eight per cent. to the amount of ten lacks to be paid off at par, or 
to subscribe in their bonds, and to receive new ones at an interest of five per 
cent. and let the whole effect of the two schemes be compared. 
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ight per cent. amounts to about seventy lacks admit- 


Your actual debt at e 
ting that there is at this time a considerable plenty of ready money (whether 


accidental and temporary, or otherwise, is not now the question) either in the 
Treasury or in the hands of individuals who have immediate means of employ- 
ing it to greater advantage than by lending it to Government at a reduced 
interest, which I believe is unquestionable the fact, I presume it may be 
reasonably expected that the first subscription will be filled immediately. 
Mr. Barwell has given us his opinion that a subscription on these terms can- 
not fail of succeeding, and has himself offered to lend Government five lacks 
the subscription were not to fill, the worst that 


at five per cent. lf, however, í 
can happen is to pay off the ten lacks at par, or such proportion of that sum as 


may not be subscribed. 


Supposing the first subscription to fill, you may proceed at proper and’ 


convenient intervals to open another subscription to the same amount, and so 
on successively, till you have reduced the interest on the whole seventy lacks to 
five per cent. : Supposing these successive operations to take place at intervals 
of a month, I apprehend that the whole effect of or gain arising from the oper- 
ation, in the course of the first year, may and ought to be estimated in the fol- 
lowing manner. : 

Ten lacks standing reduced on this day month from eight to five per cent. 
gives a saving of three per cent. on that sum— 


R 

For eleven months equal to . . . . 3 27,500 
The same repeated next month gives three per cent. for ten 

months . A 5 ; 6 : s . 5 25,000 

Soon for nine months . 5 5 : : 22,500 

for eight months . o o : . ^ . 20,000 

for seven months . : 5 á : 17,500 

for six months 5 s ` o o : A 15,000 

for five months : b b : . 12,500 


——— 


Total  . 1,40,000 


_ At the end of twelve months you will by this means have made an actual 
saving of one lack and forty thousand rupees, which may be called the gain of 
the first year, and you will have redeemed a perpetual annuity of two lacks and 
ten thousand rupees, being three per cent. upon the whole debt, the present 
value of which may be fairly computed at 123 years’ purchase, considering 
the interest of money to be at eight per cent., and amounts to no less a sum 
than twenty-six lacks and twenty-five thousand rupees (26,25,000). When all 
this is done you have your ten lacks still in hand together with the savings on 
the head of interest, amounting in all to eleven lacks and forty thousand rupees, 
which you may either apply to a further reduction of interest, if that should 
be thought advisable, or to a diminution of the capital debt, if the latter 
should be preferred. When that question comes before the Board, there is one 
Ee consideration, which I think oughtto have weight in the decision of it. 
f the debt, be then at or above par, it seems to follow that we should proceed 
upon the plan of reducing interest. If it beat discount, we ought to take 
mpane fcr bringing it upto par. To do this you must begin to reduce the 
M AGA debt, and to reduce the principal debt with the great possible advantage 
o the Company, you should apply your savings or other unappropriated money 


- to the purchase of the bonds at the market price on the Company's account, 


supposing the gain which may be made by that mode of proceeding to be worth 

the Company’s attention, which i x E ed ut 

Ei distumt , which it certainly would beif the debt were at any 

Hitherto I have taken it for granted th i 

i ; i UOI at we may reckon upon a surplus 

es EU tin ten lacks entirely at our disposal, after all indispensible services 

ee d still Let it now be supposed that we have no such means in our 
S10 B , though we have no money, we may have credit, which for the 
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immediate purpose in question may be equally effectual. If appears fo me 
from the premium on the present bonds, that this Government has sufficient 
credit to borrow money at a reduced interest. A resource of this nature cannot 
be applied to the discharge of capital debt otherwise than by ereating A 
positive saving on the head of interest, which may constitute a sinking fund and 
be gradually applied to reduce the principal. The immediate use to be made of 
credit can only relate to the reduction of interest. If these general principles 
should be found true, as I am persuaded they will be, I must of necessity be led 
from my own premises to a conclusion in favor of General Clavering’s proposal 
of beginning our operations with a reduction of interest. Supposing our actual 
resources to be greater than I have taken ther, to be, that increase of power 
will enable us to reduce the rate of interest so much the sooner and so much 
ae UE but it does not subvert the general principle on whieh the proposal 
is founded. 


I have thus far considered nothing but the Company's advantage in their 
quality of debtor. In strict right the public creditor will not have reason to 
complain of suffering any hardship or injustice, when we leave it to his choice 
to accept of a lower rate of interest or to be paid off at par, if our means would 
admit of it. We ought undoubtedly to annihilate the debt at once without 
furnishing the ereditor with any just pretence of taxing us with positive 
injustice, whether it would not be felt immediately by him as an act of rigour 
and ultimately by ourselves as an act of imprudence, may deserve to be 
considered. Let me now be permitted to place the question in another point of 
view. In deciding upon public measures of such great extent and consequence 
the Government of this State should take other objects into their contempla- 
tion ; besides the merely not violating the contract with their creditors, I sub- 
mit to the Board and am ready to support my opinion, that taking every cir- 
cumstance into consideration, the paying off the whole debt at once, supposing 
it possible, or by great instalments at short intervals, which, if we may depend 
on the hopes held out to us of our probable resources, might possibly be done, 
would be distress to the creditor, ruin to the country, and of course I presume 
no benefit to the Company considered as the State or governing power. And 
yet I am for reducing the burthen of the debt as long as itis a burthen both 
interest and principal, but let us take care that it be done gradually, lest we 
drive every man to live upon his capital, which is bad, or to carry it out of the 
country, which is worse ; in the present state of Bengal he has no other alter- 
native. There are no open channels of trade now existing in which such great 
sums, as you would by such measures suddenly throw into the hands of indivi- 
duals, can be employed; and as for land, supposing all other objections to our 
colonizing here to be removed, let it be remembered that the value of land 
depends upon trade; no wise man will cultivate the soil for more than a subsist- 
ence, unless he has a market to carry off the produce and to encourage him 
to make the utmost of his estate. In short, till the impediments that destroy 
all free commerce in this country are removed, 1 am of opinion that money 
will be of little value and land of still less, compared to what they might be, 
if the means and end of improving both were left free and open to the respect- 
ive owners. A strong presumptive proof, that no such channels of improve- 
ment are at present open, will rest upon an event of the certainty of which I 
presume no man has a doubt, viz., that the public creditor rather than accept 
his principal will submit to almost any reduction of interest. The conclusion 
to be drawn from such a fact as this, will be confirmed to us by the knowledge 
we have, that at this period private loans at nine and ten per cent, interest on 
the best personal security in this country are now negotiating in Caleutta. 


If all this be incontrovertably true, I presume it will not re uire much 
argument to prove that any measure which transfers from the public treasury 
of the State into the pockets of individuals acapital sum, which the latter must 
either live upon or carry away, cannot tend either to the immediate or future 
benefit of Government. A prudent man who is obliged to live upon his 
capital, will of course lock it up, and expend as little of itas he can. This 
way you put a check upon expence and ruin the little circulation you have 


left; others who are not bound by any local ties to Bengal will of course carry 
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i "i41 into some other country where they may either live upon the interest 
Te ror sind other channels open to improve it. "here is one general 
nS more, whieh I submit with the greatest deference to the Board. Let 
us take care how we neglect the presen t favourable opportunity of reducing the 
interest of the debt. There is now an accidental plenty of money in Calcutta. 
If I judge right of the gene ral state of this country, it cannot stay here long, 
and it is admitted that the streams of foreign wealth, which used to flow into 
Bengal, are either dried up or diverted into other channels. 

“From these facts the consequence to be apprehended is that in a little time 
the money will be gone, and then you will not have it in your power to reduce 
either principal or interest. : 

Tf after all, it should appear to be the real object and purpose of Govern- 
ment by this and other measures of a similar nature to drain the country of 
everything valuable whether specie or manufactures,| and to loosen those ties, 
by which the attachment of à number of wealthy individuals is secured to the 
Company, in order to evacuate the country and leave it in misery and confusion, 
T shall never concur in the wisdom or policy or justice of such measures, but I 
foresee that I shall be forced to admit that the means are proportioned to 
the end. Whenever the necessity or utility of aiming directly at such an 
object shall be avowedly a question before the Council, I hope I shall not 
want firmness to stand forth on behalf of the East India Company, whose 
servant the law of Great Britain had made me, and to declare my opinion that, 
as it is clearly not their interest to ruin this territory, if they wish to keep it 
for themselves, so neither is it their true interest to reduce the value of it to 
nothing, if they mean or expect to relinquish it on any advantageous terms to 
Government. 

T come now to the consideration of the two schemes before the Board, and 
though General Clavering's was the first delivered, I persuade myself that he 
will allow me to give the first attention to that of the Governor General. The 
Governor General informs the Board that on Monday the 23rd January the 
balance in the Treasury was R36,06,105 current rupees, and that twenty lacks 
are actually received from the Vizier, though not yet brought to account. Sup- 
posing these sums to constitute our immediate and actual resources, I beg leave 
to make the following. observations upon them. The first is general; that sup- 
posing this fund to exist in specie in the Company's Treasury, I cannot admit 
that any part of it is properly applicable to the discharge of debt, until I see 
an estimate of ways and means compared with current services, and probable 
demands, and until it appears upon such satisfactory evidence, as the case 
permits, that after providing for those services and demands we shall have a 
surplus to be disposed of at the discretion of the Board. Proceeding regularly 
and officially, I cannot allow that any authority, however respectable, is suffi- 
cient io supply the place of this evidence. 


2nd.—On examining the particulars of the balance in the Treasuries, I 
find that credit is taken for 14,28,958 sicca rupees, four lacks of which con- 
sist in grants and ten lacks in bills receivable. Without questioning the eredit 
of these securities, I am of opinion that they ought not to be reckoned among 
our certain resources until they are realized in specie, and the money actually 
paid into the Company’s Treasury. 


3rd.—The state of the Treasury must from its nature be fluctuating. The 
Board therefore, in my opinion, cannot safely reckon upon any available 
surplus, but in consequence of such an estimate as it already mentioned. 


The Governor General observes that the amount of the bonds now in 
course of payment but not yet paid, being near nine lacks, “ will probably remain 
for many months as a deposit in the Treasury, in consequence of the proprietors 
not knowing how to employ it, but if they should demand it, the money is ready 


- to be paid.” 


Ido not dispute the probability of this conjecture, but I beg leave to 
observe that considering this sum as a Deposit, it can be of no service to Gov- 
ernment, unless we resolve to employ money which is not our property; and 
which the right owners may demand at pleasure. 
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4th.—I am informed by the accomptant of the Khalsa that the sum of 
8,09,702 current rupees, which is appropriated to pay off bonds now in course of 
payment, makes part of the balance in the ‘Treasury. This sum being only a 
deposit cannot properly be reckoned among the Company's resources and 
ought to be deducted from the balance in the Treasury. 

5th.—I understand there are other deposits and other sums reserved or 
appropriated now laying in the Treasury ; whatever the amount of these several 
sums may be, it cannot be considered as part of the Company’s disposable money, 
and if it makes part of the balance in the Treasuries, should be deducted from 
that balance. 


As to the prejudice, which a loan of five per cent. professedly made to pay 
off an equal quantity of debt at 8 per cent. may do to the Company’s credit, 
T ean only say that I do not feel any apprehension of that nature, and that if I 
was placed in the Company's situation this is the very method which I 
should think it prudent to adopt in order to support credit and to avail my- 
self of every advantage to be derived from that credit, combined with my actual 
resources. 

"he remainder of the Governor's minute is answered in effect by the 
general arguments which have preceded these partieular observations. 

If there should appear any weight in the foregoing arguments, or any 
truth in the conclusions deduced from them, the propriety and advantage of our 
acting upon the plan recommended. by General Clavering will of course he 
established without any direct or particular reasoning in favor of it. After 
showing that every other system of Finance with respect to the reduction of 
the debt would be disadvantageous and imprudent, and that the general 
principle of beginning our operations with the reduction of interest with a view 
to a gradual reduction of principal by the establishment of a sinking fund is in 
every sense the most beneficial to the Company, I cannot hesitate about giving 
my consent to a plan which I see with pleasure is conformable to all my own 
principles. 

I approve of the mode likewise as I find it stated in the General's minute 
of the 25th January. Ifit should be found defective in any particular, it may 
easily be corrected or improved. 

The notice given to the holders of bonds now in course of payment but 
not yet presented, viz., that new bonds bearing interest at five per cent. would 
be given them to the amount of their old ones (the interest to commence from 
the date of the new ones) if they chose to subscribe to the former on those 
terms, seem to me very proper and necessary. As we know that private loans 
are actually negotiating at a high interest, it was to be apprehended that the 
holders of the above bonds or their representatives might be induced to lend 
their money on that private security rather than let it lie dead in the Treasury. 
In that case the money might be drawn out and applied to private uses before 
the owners were apprized of the intention of Government to receive it for the 
public. 

My opinion upon the whole is clearly in favor of General Clavering’s 
scheme. I have endeavoured to support it by arguments, which in my judg- 


ment approach as near to demonstration as the nature of the subject will admit. 
If I should appear to be mistaken, Iam persuaded that my superiors will, 
at all events, judge favorable of the rectitude of my intentions. 
Fort WILLIAM, P. FRANCIS. = 
The 6th February 1775. 


Ordered that this Minute lie for consideration. 


—_— 


Mr, Francis moves that all such persons, British subjects, as are now 
resident out of the limits of these provinces without permission from the 
resent Government, and not employed on public service be re-called ; and that 
Colonel Gailliez be directed to signify these orders to any such persons residing 
in the dominions of the Nabob of Owde and its dependencies, and to see that 
they are carried into execution. 
159 F. D. 
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Estimate of the probable Resources and Disbursement, 


nut received into the Klalsa Treasury at Fort Willium from Ist May 1773 to the 80th April 1774, Dizm 


Sicea R32,26,505 11 10 


aaa Onion. DERE 
t 20,085,134. 1 13 


—— Dinagepore do. x fi 5 * b T 

Daten do. t : « } : : 28,52,455 14 2 

Burdwan do . . : ; a 5 j 7,014,000. 4 11 

(bdo. bm CR MERERI ER 23,46,084 6 11 

s Tippera Province ¢ 3 : : A s 181908 0 0 

Hissionseel y . . E 5 is . 58,202 15 17 

; Customs exclusive of Salt Duties =. - +s 3,97,200 10 10 

da Salt Duties — . M ees { ` 5 A . 6,95,571 12 5 
x D a ———————— 1,34.48,354 11 19 

Coded Land, Caleutta Division 5 , . 5 é 6 10,58,404 10 2 

Burdwan do. 5 ü 5 6 à i 38,83,004 8 3 

Chittagong do. 4 05 Waco = HS NE 3,91,673 12 15 

Hussoor "Tasseol b o 5 o D 5 1,840057 7 10 


55,18,040 6 10 
` Subah Behar calculated on the umount received for the Behar year 
ue or from Ist September 1773 to September 1774 received in, — Sieca R15,25,100 9 0 
Received in Patna . . . Sounaut R25,84,921 1 0 
Deduct batta 5-4 per cent. à 135,708 6 0 


CALI Sea 2449212 11 0 


39,74,313 4 0 
General batta amount received for the Bengal year 1180 3 " nm 53,471 2 0 
Salt net profit on the sale of salt for one year o D cobro 10,59,310 14 10 


Deduct disbursements account of . t o : ; cote 2,40,53,490 6 19 


Dewanny Suba, Bengal— 
Stipends and allowances— 


Nabob Mobaruk-ul-Dowlah 5 o ^ . . 16,000,000 0 0 
Aleram-ul-Dowlah — . 3 : à o 5 : 90,625 0 0 
Rawal dien Hussein Cawn . ; E o á ó 56,250 0 0 
deer (Ux a HP a 105000 0 0 
mineta a so wes 1,00,000 0 0 
Munny Begam . 6 5 F : c 5 - 140,000 0 0 
JupSCx X 29 | js 2,000000 0 O 
. Rajah Derage Narain. . : o ó " " 7200 0 0 


22,99,075 0 0 

Charges, collections . x 5 ^ i D o 0 2,26,942 11 4 : 
Charges, general . 5 B . ò . a 5 1,389,339 12 
Boats. > . . . . 5 . . ‘ 39,842 1 


cw oc 


4 pes eee 13,212 5 
o^ ac St rane 1,220 0 
47,000 0 


27,76,631 13 19 


20. 0. 12014 11 10 
- .  . 239082 12 2 


- 3,59,224 7 12 

- . 95368 0 9 

- . 48000 0 > 

- . 46431 2 6 

S 8315.7: 8 
78086114119 

23,117 3 9 


3,09,324 13 0 
. 16,239 8 10 
_ 293,088 4 2 


34,298,941 9 13 


2,06,24,548 13 6 


.8,97,568 8 12 
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of Fort William Presidency in the year 1775. 5x p d 
Charges of Fort Willian Presidency calenlated from the General Account of Charges from the let Anguss 1773 to the 31st Jalg L 74— r 
Charges, general — . . 4 ` D ^ 1 . Sicca R8,80,770 0 O ‘ 
Charges, works E 5 ? 4 t : $ " 105981 3 0 
Store-keeper of the works , 5 . T 7 ; D 1,05452 9 0 
a Custom House . a 4 5 . A 1 P E 29,257 4 0 
D Mint charges . : 5 29,160 13 0 * 
à Zemindar and clerk of the market 3 a t y 2 33,213 0 0 
| Import ware-house-keeper . : 5 6 : 9 43,974 13 0 
ixport ware-house-keeper . . . . . . . 24854 15 0 
Naval store-keeper . E à = 4 5 E s 13,258 4 0 
Charges, Court of Requests 5 5 i ` 5 - 1,255 7.0 . 
Charges, Durbar D c . . 5 . . E 1,222,082 11 0 
Mayor's Court charges ^ T ^ Ü d A à 15,773 4 0 


E 14 056094880 


Charges of the Factories — 


Patna Factory b . " ; ; . . A 1,54,444 0 0 
Dacca — do. . . a . i > . 1 18,779 3 0 
Cossimbazar Factory > G 5 ^ D > - 3,32.604 11 0 
Chittagong do. T : 5 6 a r d 32,336 7 0 


5,08,1164. 6 Lt 


Charges, Marine— 
At Chittagong . 5 . è 6 . . c 17,776 15 0 
i At Fort William E n à d á = A s 45,331 11 0 


456,108 10 11 


Charges, Military, including those of Military Paymaster-General, 
and Military Store-keeper and esclusive of the advantage arising 
from the monthly allowance from Suja-ul-Dowlah received for 
extraordinary contingeut charges 


$ p d j 82,00,000 O 0 
£100,000 ordered by the Court of Directors to be laid out on the 


fortifications, &e. . o 6 - ` 190,00,000 0 0 
e Deduct the following charges included in the above— 
i l Cliarges, Works A . * à 5 . 105981 3 
4 Store-keeper of the Works . : . . . 105482 9 9 
j Cantonments at Barhampore . . A . 115,082 4 0 
1 Charges building at Cossimbazar, — . — . — . 45285511 2 
A 3,72,381 12 0 
| —— 1 o 9111 
Z — 
jd 1,12,26,955 13 9 
p. Commission on the Revenues, about . ó 4 2 Aa 5,00,000 0 0 
| Commission account to the 31st August 1774 not yet paid, about . 2,380,000 0 0 f 
" 730000 0 0 
Lord Clive's jugheer ` » . c 5 " A E 2,586631 0 0 
Interest on bond debt ` C z K 5 6 ert 6,506,000 0 © 
Allowances to the Governor General and Council Ü S 3 6,50,000 0 0 a 
" to the Chief Justice and Judges c : d 5 2,600000 0 0 M 
3 to tho President and Mombers of the Board of Trade . 1,000000 0 0 
— 1080000 0 0 
1,39,45,016 13 9 
Bombay Presidency remittances in specie, £c. — . à - ze NE rS eres 5 180000000 0 0. i 
IS George secu rei EET i goods a ds Nr 
Canton Residency remittances in 773-74 in bills . . . paias 3,00000 0 9 
Balam Bangam do. do. in goods, &c. A 73'000 0 0 
i Marlbro Presidency remittances in 1773-74 in sone e eves 322000000 
St. Helena remittances in 1773-74 iu stores E E - ES 10,000 0 0 
m i 34750900 0 6 
Investment . ` . . . . 9 . i E REESE M 80600000 0 
E Estimate of Annual Disbursements . : 3 E : v vA 2,520616 13 9 3% 
* k Extraordinary Disburseménts which may be expected will take place in 
~ the course of this year, viz.— 5 j m 3 Ne 
Bonds advertized to be paid off and on which no interest is to nein 
allowed after the 318t December 1774,about — . = » 3100000 0 0 Nc 
100000 0 0 T 


Interest. due thereon computed at E . c 7 - * 


e 


V ` 
from Europe as per year 1773-74—suppose 


R officers of Europe ships—snppose 8 
psat £5,000 each ; oc. Meats 
Customs na por year 1773-74 about e «to 
‘on coinage jn the Mint about. ; ` 5 
on Balances due from the aurung Assmies about 


4A  Dustoor on goods aurungs NUM UY 
E E 


^ 


— Opium-1300 chests sold fof —. Ay. 
1,200 chests suppose will sell for nt R550 per chest 


= 


Cost of 2,500 chests to be deducted 


Estimate of Annual Resources 3 3 Ñ 3 a o 


d Extraordinary resources to be expected in the course of this year but 


E 


which cannot be considered as annual supplies, viz.— 


Nabob Suja-ul-Dowlah received—chests into the Treasury said to 


contain — . ` . . . 
Received —chests at Moorshedabad said to contain , 


On tho way from Patna in the care of Mr. Nathaniel Middleton . 
On the way from Benares in the care of Mr. Thomas Motte 


Further receipts expected from Suja-ul-Dowlah in the course of 
this year E ` . . : . 5 . . 


Cash Balance the 25th December 1774 ; A 


‘Treasury do. do. , b 6 
Khglsa Trensnry—Dacca Division, 13th November 
1774 5 . a . 

Burdwan do, "5th Decem- 

ber . . . 


Patna do. 18th Novem- 


2,922,806 8 1 
6,414,908 10 11 


387,077 14 0 
2,291029 13 4 


Moorshedabad, 30th October . 


Calcutta Committee, 25th Dec- 

ember. . 5 B 

Dinagepoor Division, 13th Dec- 

ember * . Ó ` 

- Resident at the Durbar, 30th 

November , . . a 

Boglepoor Division, 14th Nov- 

: ember. . 
Khalsa Treasury, 25th December 

1774, ready woney . — . 1840/34 0 9 

Bills receivable 6,76,957 0 0 


20,17,691 0 


58191 8 13 
11,53,262 8 6 
2,67: 4 


12,866 15 


Sicca R 
Batta 16 per cent. 


47,93,287 10 12 
7,66,926 0 8 


Estimate of the probable Resources and Dishursemeny ae 
m.s 4 


one Vite 7,60,000 lj 
E 0090) 


about 
£30,000 ) 
3,982,214 
18,500 
1,75,000 
51,000 i 
629/14 9 5 
7,831,890 0 0 
6,60,000 0 0 
— — 13,91,890 
4,79,168 
9,12,722 9 9 
it aaa 
2477,03,783 8 9 


5,00,000 0 0 
5,00,000 0 0 
15,00,000 0 0 
'6,00,000 0 0 


40,00,000 0 0 
70,00,000 0 0 


9,258 8 0 
19,63,370 8 0- 


4 


55,60,213 11 0 
75,392,842 11 0 
1,15,32,842 11 0 
————— b. 


42298576 9 9 
DT 


Current R . 
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p^ d INS 
4l : 
of Fort. William Presidency inthe year 1775—coneld. Fe 
Salt fund remaining for the discharge of old Jut balances for the ~ * r . 
Bengal year 1179 or to the 30th April 1773 (as mentioned in the 
general letter to the Court of Directors from the tevenue — 7 qs 
Department, the 25th March 1773 E . 7 . Bicca R3,25,683 2 13, 
: x Batta 16 percent. — . 122409 4 5 H 
oe” ————— 957502 7 O 
—.. Ritto for the Bengal year 1180 or to the 30th April 1774. , A Ve -— 957792 7 0 
r Opium ‘Fund amount to be paid to the members of the administra- $: 
tion if it meets the approbation af thè Court of Directors, 12 = 
members fqr 11 months at Sieca R3,000 exch per maund in Sicca t 
doc MMC MMC Eq IT rcm 5m 859,280 0 9 ; 
Accounts Deposits due this day on that account . . p; . 138642 1 9 
s Accomptant-Ggneral of tke Mayor's Court due this day on that 
account Ü ^ b É 2 . è s A $0 ele Sakae 1,49,692 3 5 
Commission on the Kevenues unappropriated balance the 30th April 
1774 . ' : a 5 P D ‘ 1 . AT 2,89,194 12 10 
59,8474 0 1 
| 2,13,79,000 13 10 
| um Balance umappropriuted — . 3 a : o s G ; imi ove 1,00,19,485 5 11 
| ` 
l 
| 
i 
ke dii 
| 
zu i 


Corrent R . 42298576 3 2 
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Errors excepted, 
L. DARELLY, 
Accomptant. 


CHARLES Crores, 
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Fort William, the 14th February 1775. 


it had not been convenient to favor me with an earlier perusal. It contains 
f charges highly injurious to my honor, andit would therefore have been satisfac- 
1 tory that an opportunity had been given me of ushering these aspersions into 
your presence with their refutation. 

I know the Vizier’s character intimately, too well I know his littleness of 
soul to be surprized at his stooping to any meanness; but I cannot help express- 
ing my astonishment at the appearances of a certain management with which 
this letter is strongly marked. 

It must have been written about the middle of November. The Vizier 
and I parted on the most friendly terms on the 14th October. Not only had 
he often personally thanked me for the services I had rendered him, but he 
did so by letter after he had left camp. When I told him of my intentions 
to return to Europe he said he should lament my absence as that of his best of 
friends, and I have already informed you in another address that I was urged 
to accept of a more convincing proof of his approbation and satisfaction after 
the conclusion of the settlement with the Rohilla Chief. 
ae How then shall I account for the appearance of the present extraordinary 

etter. ; 

Observe if you please, gentlemen, the first part of it till you arrive at 

SHE Bissonly, then east your eyes on a letter, which His 

; Excellency wrote to Mr. Hastings from Pulybeet. 
According to the translations one is an exact transcript of the other. Now 
the Vizier had duly received an answer from Mr. Hastings to the letter sent 
from Pulybeet. The war was over early in October. There remained no 
more towns to plunder—no new discovered hoards of treasure to dic up—no 
unhappy man to rob of his wwealth—no miserable woman of her raiment. W hy 
then does His Excellency sit down in November to copy a letter to which he 


2 Av A COUNCIL, PRESENT. 

Sy EJ E d 4 . 

E The Hox’ ein Warren IHasrrNGos, Governor-General, President, 
E 

3 LikvuTENANT-GENERAL JONN OLAVERING. 

3 The Hox'nnm Grorcr Monson. 

RICHARD BanwELL, Esq. 

| Pumar Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the Consultation held yesterday. 

To the Hox'nrg Warren Hastincs, Governor General, &c., Council of Fort William. 

| GENTLEMEN,—On the evening of the 27th past I was furnished with a 
1 Colonel Champion in refutation of translation of a letter received by the Governor 
j Hie ye dicuarges Against hiin, General from the Vizier as far back as the 28th 
| November. 

, I acknowledged the receipt of it next day, and expressed my concern that 


+ ma 2S a M a six or seven months before. There is some- 
mg mysterious in this business; perhaps i 
g S erhapsin the sequel w see more 
clearly. ie d epee 
It is unnecessary to recapitulate what passed at Pulybeet. I communicated 
aen April. moe the cireumstance to Mr. Hastings the very day it 
erg n s D . 
ees ite: Governor; 14th happened, and lafterwards gave him my senti- 
ments on his own letter as well as on the Vizier's 
complaint. 


It would now therefore perha 
ld n 1 ps suffice to refer to what has already passed 
Bee paces but it may not be out of place to remark that the coca 
Beaman ae pays me s tying suffered myself to be lorded over by the 
ntions, will Iam confident i cet wi i 

retort from each of them as it does from Ner ERE er 

After all what did the complai j 
; é i plaint amount to? Only to this: Ist, that a 
ee aes made on the part of the English troops, to take an account of the 
waich might be found in Pulybeet, and that this demand was not agree- 


able to His Excellence: ; ] h i I a 
" l I in ] y LI 2nd y, t at ] Wi ri : 1 
2 | ; ae i Vas dis pleased W ith the depor tment 
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With regard to the Ist, we may in politeness begin that the demand was 
disagreeable to His Excellency ; we are not surprized at it because he is less a 
friend to us than to himself, but it does not therefore follow that any apology 
is due, On the contrary I wish it may not be thought that other Commanding 
Officers would have caused the search to have been more particular. 

With respect to the behaviour of the gentlemen, I have already acquitted 

Two letters to the Governor, 14th them of impropriety, so far as fell under my obser- 
June, vation, and dare say if they are called upon, they 

Seo also No. 1-B. will answer for themselves in confutation of His 
Excellency. But why as I have already said, why is this complaint reiterated 
at this time of day ? 

I cannot help admiring the confidence with which His Excellency has 
advanced that there was not so much as four or five thousand rupees in 
Pulybeet; the report of four crore being concealed there, I always thought 
extravagant, but His Excellency has gone so far in the other extreme, that it is 
impossible he can even expect to be credited. According to the accounts of 
trusty and intelligent spies the fact proved to be that the Company would 
have been considerable gainers by the offer, which, he says, he made of giving 
up all the riches in the Fort for the 40 lacks. 

As we are now on the subject of plunder, permit me to offer my attach- 
ment to the army in apology for begging of you to attend to it a little further. 

According to the letter and to the meaning of my instructions I had 
authority to proceed to the reduction of the Rohilla country if the Vizier 
required it with the Company’s troops only. 

Supposing then, gentlemen, that the Nabob had found himself sufficiently 
engaged in the Dowd and that I had effected the Rohilla conquest, can it be 
alleged that the Company’s troops would have taken charge of the riches found 
in the Forts and Cities merely on account of the Vizier; and that they must 
have afterwards delivered them over to His Excellency? Impossible! and it 
follows of course that his being present would only entitle him to a proportion. 
I submit therefore whether the giving up the rights of the army was not in 
effect sacrificing the interest of our nation, inasmuch as the riches of the 
individuals contribute to the support of the State. 


But passing over this remarkable complaisance to the Vizier as inexplicable, 
we shall march from Pulybeet and accompany His Excellency to wards Bissonly, 
dragging in triumph the disconsolate Begum and children of the brave but 
unfortunate Hafez, the widow of his eldest son Enniut Chan, the wife of his 
eldest surviving son, Mahubbet Chan, and some hundreds of miserable captive 
women or carts. 

Leaving Berrilly and Oulah behind us, and trusty slaves of His Excellency 
to sce the inhabitants indiscriminately plundered for the behoof of their 
master, we arrived at Bissonly, when the whole army 
were witnesses of scenes that cannot be described. 

But not to dwell on the enormities or excesses of His Excellency, I shall 
proceed to answer the charges brought against me. 

In doing this, gentlemen, I must trouble you with a narrative of all the 
transactions relative to Fuzulla Chan ; and in proceeding I shall deduce from 
the facts such arguments as naturally arise to support the propriety of my 
conduct during the campaign. 

The Vizier says that after our arrival at Bissonly I carried on an under- 
handed correspondence with Fuzulla Chan. I received and answered several 
letters from the Rohilla Chief, but His Excellency is an economist of truth 
when he says I did so clandestinely. 

The first letter received from Fuzulla Chan was 
in these words— 
« After the death of my father these gentlemen, the Rohilla Chiefs, took 
possession of my ancient estate and gave me a trifle 
for my subsistence. ‘This is as evident as the sun ; 
aurely it is known to you. I therefore from necessity supported myself with 
difficulty. ‘The person who designed the war is no more; regarding your sacred | 
friendship and sincerity I request without other intervention that the degree 
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14th May. 


No 2D. 
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be confirmed. Your goodness and celibrity is 


everywhere known, and that you the English HUM Sees ones is E 
therefore is given that in case I am reinstated in my ancien pee what- 
ever is conferred upon me I will pay you as much without damage a j efieiency 
as any other person will agree to do: and in all matters I will regard you 
r l benefactor till death, but no other person. My agreements 


as my master an io other pe : 
on a account will I depart from, and, God willing, I will perform them with 


my heart and soul." : 
« Whenever you require it T shall attend you: and perform my duty, and 
my firm alliance. 1 hope in God that by your means J shall receive justice, 


whieh goodness I shall hold in remembrance while I have life. I would have 
sent a faithful person to you to have explained all particulars, but the roads 
not being free prevented me ; if you will senda man to me, mine accompanying 


him shall attend you." 


of friendship with you may 


T received at the same time a letter from Ahmed 
Dude Chan Kan Suman. 

« Long before this Tittle Chan Kan Suman, deceased, performed his duty 
to the English Chiefs; at his death I was left singly, and Hafez Rhomut 
Qhan took that opportunity to seize half my country and conferred it on my 
brother Azum Chan, by which I attained not my hereditary estate. I therefore 
withdrew my connection with him, but he carried me with him forcibly. 
When tho Nabob Vizier’s letter to console me was received, I wished to join 
him and you. I declare my desires, but what could Ido; for Hafez would not 
let me go; this will have reached you from others. Throughout Hindostan, 
there the English beneficence is sounded, and it is manifest to all that they 
dispossess no one of his right. It is therefore requested that on our the 
Rohilla’s particular compassion may be shown, and whatever thought just 
bestowed by God’s assistance from the dues of fidelity and duty, I will never 
deviate the breadth of an hair." 


accompanied him to this Fort from Your Honor and clemency ; a reply to this 
address is intreated ; it was necessary that it should be made; may you ever 
prosper.” 

These letters commenced the correspondence; and if His Excellency had 
not by the cruelty and inhumanity of his conduct in general, and by a piece 
of treachery towards other Chiefs, which I shall hereafter have oecasion to 
mention and to prove under his own seal, I say if he had not by such means 
as these impressed the natives with a just and deep-rooted distrust of his honor, 
it is probable I should not have been troubled with their addresses, but to 
continue. ! 
Next morning I waited on the Vizier and showed him the above letters. At 
the same time I offered him the corps of Grenadiers 
of the army to accompany a body of his troops to 

reduce the fugitives, and in the evening repeated the offer in person ; how he 
. received it may be seen in my letter to the Governor and Council, 16th May, 
on which date by advice of the Vizier I sent the following answers to the 
Rohilla Chiefs :— : 


15th May. 


EAS. i To Fuzurta CHAN. 

—— «Your letter is received and gives me pleasure; the particulars are clear; 
eply is this; this country.is not taken into the possession of tbe English ; 
CONES but in consequence of engagements, the Englis 
ae army is come to the aid and assistance of the Nabob 
who is now master of this country. Agreeable to your desire I com- 
e particulars of your letter to the Vizierand this is his reply—that 
e that any Patan Chief should have settlement in this country. 
o more; but if you or Ahmed Chan should at any time wish 
and your family and to Ahmed Chan and his family I 
at no person shall give you the smallest molestation, but 
‘the Nabob Vizier is now master. Your desires 
and if ye can settle your affairs agreeably to his 
and in the agreement I also shall be very 


«As Fuzulla Chan has true esteem for me, I quitted him not, but 


D ana " E 


1 
i 
1 
i 
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To Anwxpo Kran, 


- Your representation is received and the particulars known; all that ye 

16th May. have written in excuse for your conduct, I have 

No. 5. communicated to the Nabob Vizier, and his deter- 

mination is this: that no person of the Rohilla tribe shall have residence in 

this country. I write to advise you explicitly of the Vizier's pleasure that ye 

may act according to it; should ye at any time wish to come to me, for your- 

self and family I will afford full protection, but your country and effects are 
now tlie property of the Nabob Vizier." 

From these replies, gentlemen, it is evident how implicitly I obeyed the 


24h May. orders I had received to consider the Vizier “as 
* Sce paper marked P. the master."* 


On the 24th a letter arrived from Fuzulla Khan in these words— 


* Previous to this I addressed you with a representation of my condition, 

m from which it will be evident to you—just now 

I have received a letter from the Nabob Vizier. I 

have returned in reply to it, that through your mediation I will come into him. 

This trouble therefore.is given to beg you will write me of whatever you have 

determined in my favour; that acting agreeably to it, and arriving by your 

menns, I may obtain an interview ; from whatever promises and agreements 
I make, I. will not deviate the breadth of an hair." 


This letter speaks more plainly than the former the distrust which the 
Vizier had caused in the minds of the fugitives by his conduct to their 
kindred. 

In consequence of a communication of it to the Nabob, his Minister 
Elich Cawn waited on me; and pursuant to the 
pleasure of His Excellency the following reply was 
written to the Rohilla Chief :— 

«T now advise you that the two following proposals are offered to ye—Ist, 
the Vizier will not confer on ye or any other 
Rohilla person, one foot of land in this country, 
but he will give you an equal quantity with what ye possessed here in 
the country of Doub, provided ye will now pay him twenty lacks of rupees. 
On this condition come satisfied. The second proposal, should ye not accept 
of the first, is this, that you with your family domestics, treasure and 
effects, but without troops, come in and meet me, after which you will proceed 
directly into the English districts wherever may be best, and remain there till the 
pleasure of the Board in this particular is written to me. The reason of this 
is that the Vizier does not chuse ye should remain here. I now give you 
promise of protection and send you a pass under the Vizier’s seal, and one under 
my own—whichever of these you chuse to accept,—act agreeably ; but should 
neither of them be agreeable to you, you are your own master; therefore send 
the passes back to me.” $ ; 

97th May. This letter was dispatched in the morning, and in 
No. 9. the afternoon I received one in reply to mine of 
the 16th :— 


«Your gracious letter is received and the particulars comprehended. You 
write that this country is not come into the possession of the English; but in 
consequence of engagements between the English and Vizier to give him 
assistance, their troops came into this country of which the Vizier is now Lord, 
—that agreeably to the letter having told all ye particulars to the Nabob, his 
pleasure is this--that no Chief of the Rohilla tribe shall have settlement in 
this country ; therefore that in this matter I should attempt no further. The 
case is this: I have never acted in such manner that the Vizier should have 
taken hatred to his heart against me, but it was the disturbances of other 
Chiefs, which aíllicted his noble heart; in that Iam guiltless ; therefore I 
trouble you, that if this country is not in your possession, the management of 
it finally will be put into the hands of others; it is therefore better to accept 
it from me if it is in the Nabob's dominions ; foregoing every other connection 
T will take it through your means. I am in hopes that the Nabob’s favor being 
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at this country will be put under my charge, and whatever any 
will bind myself to perform. In reply to letters 
received from the Vizier, ealling me into him, I Ru ed EE whatever 
may be his pleasure regarding me he shall advise you of it ; that y your means 
I may come to his presence,—your bravery and generosity is a ident as the 
Sun; and whoever loses his country by war is again replaced aoe I wish 
to take it (the country) purely through you, thereby your Ad e us ra los: 
our country; in the dues of friendship and fidelity, I will never fail, anc while 
T live I shall be obedient to your commands. Abdulhun Cawn and ILudahme 
Aula I have sent to you. In the matter of my offer for receiving the country 
of my father whatever is my ability to give they will represent to you; agree- 
ably to that shewing the dues of lordliness and campassion your fame will 
resound through the world." 


regained th \ 
ipn may olfer for it, L 


The offers whieh the Vakeel made in the name of his master are men- 
tioned in my letter to the Governor of ihe 28th May: 


From the reinstatement of Sujah-ul-Dowlah in his own dominions the 
powers of Hindustan had conceived the English to be a people of unparalleled 
maenanimity as celebrated for their justice and humanity as for their bravery 

lel : . s EUM ; Mode 
and generosity ; this is evident from the style of the letters whieh were addressed 

i] D 

to me. 


I thought nothing could be more honorable to our nation than the support 
of so exalted a character ; and whilst it could be done on terms so advantageous 
as an annual inerease of near four hundred thousand pounds to the revenues 
of our ally and an immediate acquisition of above three hundred thousand 
pounds to the Company for their influence in affecting an accommodation per- 
fectly consistent with their engagements to the Vizier, who would have thus 

- derived more than a reasonable advantage from that manner of terminating the 
war, I supposed it very unlikely that the Vakeel’s proposition should be 
received with indifference. 


They were not its true agreeable to the Vizier; they were not favourable 
to his ambitious designs, nor to his inhuman plan of extirpation. I informed 
the Governor of Sujah having received them with disdain, and when I can- 
3 didly told His Excellency that I should act in the matter agreeably to the 
orders of Government, he anticipated the answer which I received by saying 
“that Mr. Hastings will tell you as I do." But though His Excellency gave 
himself the liberty of divining this, how was it possible that I should believe 
that we were to consult the Vizier's interest and aggrandizement only ? I could 
not as a Company's servant give place te such an idea. 


I know that Sujah's acquisitions in plunder have exceeded the expenses 
of the eampaign, even including the forty lacks which he had promised to pay to 
the Company. I had with regret observed that the part which the English 
took in the war brought their national character into the highest disrepute. 
I had remarked and all the officers of the army had remarked that His Excel- 
leney's haughtiness increased with the power which we put into his hands. 


____ Independent, therefore, of the immense pecuniary considerations which 

I have mentioned, nothing could be more consistent with what I conceived to 
be the interest of the Company, than embracing the opportunity which 
resented itself, of having a standing army of fifteen or twenty thousand, and 
of emergency fifty or sixty thousand Afgans ready to assist in repelling 
e powers to the westward of the Ganges, or to crush the growing inso- 


Vizier himself. 


g that we owe establishment in this country to the want of unani- 
th natives, I had always understood it to have been an axiom Im 
of politics that it was our part to endeavor at keeping the 
i y Princes as much upon an equipoise as possible, lest by 
me he should destroy his neighbour and become formid- 
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nm X t s " 
Thus, gentlemen, as has been already observed, I was induced to think it 
& N, B,—It was upon this principle VETY improbable that the overtures of the Rohilla 
un ETa was n a FOATA id Chief would have been totally disregarded ; nor could 
sent at a grent expence to the Com- m Sap Tee je w 2 
pany to limit the forces of Sujah I ever be possibly” reconciled to myself had f pre- 
Dowlah when they were far les sumed to have withhe mn fron é ie Ves 
Fe a eeu ease ned to have withheld them from the knowledge 
of Government. 


Conelnsion of a letter to the Gov- 


cruor, 28th May. T therefore referred the proposals to the adminis- 


j v. o. tration through the Hon’ble the Governor and f 
reflect with real satisfaction on having done so. 


“T shall be extremely glad if upon due consideration of them any means 
can be devised by which the publie good may be promoted. I wish for nothing 
so much as that some measure may be adopted that will strike all the powers 
in the East into admiration of our justice in contrast to the Vizier's con- 
duct.” 

Tn the meantime, however, I wrote the following answer to Fuzulla:— 


“T acquaint you that your agreeable letter by your Vakeel is received and 


‘gives me pleasure. The contents are clearly understood; in your business I have 


had a great deal of conversation with the Nabob Vizier, but he will not consent 
that either you or any other person, Rohilla, shall have one foot of land in this 
country. But the Vizier offers you the same quantity of country you have 
possessed here in the Province of Doab. If you chuse to accept of this it is 
well; if not there is no other choice. Had the Vizier accepted of your proposal, it 
would have given me much pleasure. But in regard to the country, the Vizier is 
Lord ; further correspondence on this matter will be fruitless, on which account 
I write you explicitly.” 

With this letter I desired the Vakeel to return to his master telling him 
I could do nothing in his affairs of my own authority, but that I could make 
his offers known to the gentlemen at Calcutta, and afterwards advise Fuzulla 
of their pleasure. 

The Vakeel however sent the letter by another person and entreated permis- 
sion to remain in camp till I should hear from the 
Presideney, which I granted as intimated to the 
Governor. 


I had no further intercourse with Fuzulla until the 7th June, when in 
consequence of a report that Lieutenant Redman 
i and two other European deserters were with him, 
I desired that he would send them forthwith to my Camp. 


On the Sth of the same month being advised as well through His Excel- 
leney as by other intelligence that the King had invited over the Rohilla ; 
and the Vizier and myself being of opinion that the' consequences of their 
joining His Majesty would.prove prejudicial to His Excellency's future peace, 
especially in case ofa Marratta war, of which he seemed very apprehensive, 
T addressed Fuzulla as follows :— 

« Hearing at this time that letters are arrived with you from His Majesty 

wherein he strongly enjoins you to come to him 
without any apprehensions, I write ye that having 
clearly represented your condition to the Board at Calcutta, and in a friendly 
manner having recommended the settlement of them to the Governor, I wait 
impatiently for replies. In this case I think it necessary and advisable that ye 
do not comply with the King’s desires until answers come from Calcutta. 
Whenever they do come they shall be immediately transmitted to you; in this 
matter there shall be no neglect on my part.” 

To this letter, gentlemen, is probably owing the present peace of the Empire. 
To it is certainly owing that the Nabob is undisturbed, and that Fuzulla Khan 
is now the mere dependent of His Excellency ; for if that Chief had not, as he 
afterwards complained, been lulled into inactivity by the hopes which he 
entertained from the interposition of our Government he would have erossed the 
Ganges at Baily Gaut and Chandy Gaut whilst the river was fordable. 
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{Ie had according to our advices made very carly Briones > Timur 
Sha for assistance, which the Vizier was apprehensive i O x : EE i His 
Majesty Shaw Allum it was said had invited the Marrattas ; ie d e o | yin 

sed of money to prosecute his designs. Fuzulla was master o a arge sum ; 
the inferior Chiefs were also possessed of riches. The Seiks were ready to 
Wr iom. In short they must at least have easily established NS in the 
Doab, and have been able to have kept ihe Vizier in E ME a docu 
during tlie remainder of his life: this letter had gue ( ed iets is the 
listening to it proved the eause of much self-disapprobation to the Itohillah. 


Nothing further passed between Fuzulla Khan and me till the 25th June, 

d when on receipt of new advice regarding Redman, 

S a copy of which was sent to the Governor, I again 
demanded the deserter. 


p ; ; x 

No other circumstance occurred regarding the Rop ob IL the 7th J uly. 
On the morning of that day, I received a message from the Nabob desiring 
me to send away the Vakeel, for which his reasons may be collected from what 
follows. 


After the fall of Hafez, the Vizier, as has been elsewhere observed, became 
extremely arrogant, Tt is well known that even his people carried themselves 
haughtily io the English officers ; and we shall hereafter have occasion to men- 
tion a very remarkable and daring instance of it; great „pains were taken to 
impress the natives of Hindostan in general and the Vizier's own subjects in 
particular with the highest ideas of his late and great acquisition of power and 
magnificence. , 


I have been told that in a Title-nama, published in many parts of his 
country on count of the victory, the English troops were not so much as 
mentioned, and it is an undoubted truth that several officers when on their way 
to the army (one of them now in town) were asked if the English had been at 
the defeat of Hafez. 


The circumstance of the English being in his pay and under his absolute 
direction, was circulated with great industry—nay so indiscreet was His 
Excellency in the use of the command which it had been thought proper to 
confer on him over the Company's troops that our own sepoys could not help 
observing the difference between those and former times, now the Sahib Loque 

gentlemen) must run at his nod, and must halt at his nod. 


As the Vakeel’s remaining in camp was therefore not favorable to the 
Vizier's views with which these reports were spread abroad, and tended to render 
the Vizier's unlimited authority over the English army doubtful to the country 
powers, His Excellency requested his dismission. 


I had been directed to consider our Government in a secondary point of 
view only; and having myself no particular desire for the Vakeel’s presence, I 
indulged the Vizier in his wishes ; and immediately directed him to return, pro- 


ne to acquaint his master of the answer which should be received from 
;aleutta. 


n 


It happened to arrive that very day; and I gave the Vakeel the following 
letter to carry to Fuzulla as a final answer :— 


“T laid the state of your affairs before the Board, and impatiently waited 
No. M. their answer. Accordingly this day it arrived, and 


they write that the Rohilla country being in the. 


possession of the Nabob Vizier, and he the Ruler thereof, whatever he may 
chuse to do in the settlement of it, it would not be proper for them to inter- 
fere in. I in consequence advise you that as they have written that they can- 
not interfere, that without their concurrence I alone am notable to do it. 
have exerted the effects of friendship, and ability in your concerns, 8$ 
Abdatohum Chan, who is here, is well convinced of. Having now dismissed him, 
he will return to you, and, telling you all particulars, will assure you that I have 
done every thing I was able, but now I can do no more.” j 
224 
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Early in the morning of the 8th July the Vakeel took his departure 
* The Vakecl continued n consider- lamenting his want of success; and presaging the 
pie tee M ane Mer disgrace into which he actually fell with his master 
services of this man that he conferred and his tribe,* for not having immediately returned 
AES d. d per annum upon M ARIES s letter to Fuzulla of the 25th 
; . May, a eing thereby in some measure the cause 

of their not crossing the Ganges, and decoying them into imaginary security. 

On. the 9th, having received advices that supplies of grain were sent to 
Fuzulla's retreat from the districts of Zabita Khan, the first Amrah of the 
Empire, I wrote him desiring he would peremptorily forbid his people to 
furnish the enemy with provisions. I had very early signified to the Governor 

SUME how exceedingly disagreeable I found my situ- 

1 ation. The unhandsome manner in which I must 

be pardoned to say, I thought myself treated on account of the notiee I took 

of the impropriety that had appeared to me in reposing a greater trust in the 

Vizier than in the Company's Commander-in-Chief, had determined me to 

return to the Presidency, as soon as the rivers should have swelled, either to 

have matters put upon a more becoming footing or to have taken my leave for 

England; which in ease of failure in this particular I had resolved to do even 
if no successor should arrive. 

Accordingly I had made preparations for my journey downwards and had 
declared my intention of quitting camp on the 25th. In the meantime, how- 
ever, Mr. Middleton, the Resident at the Vizier’s Court, brought me a message 
expressive of His Excellency’s wishes that the army should take the field ; next 

16th July. day I waited upon him, and the following is the 

Wa ar substance of the conversation which passed. 
** My reason for sending Mr. Middleton was this: Mr. Hastings has hinted 
NNI to me to effectually settle this country as soon as 
T possibly can; that in case another enemy should 
appear after the rains, and perhaps both the Marrattas and Timur Shawmay, 
I may be able to withdraw my troops from this country without any risque of 
its being attacked ; and on this account, if the Colonel approves, we will move 
towards Fuzulla Khan, who cannot escape, and may be got at without much 

difficulty." 

“I replied that as the season was so far advanced, and the camp equipage 
extremely bad, I wished to avoid moving now, as it would be attended with the 
loss of a number of men, but advised the Vizier to send more troops to Morad- 
abad ; that I would now advance some Battalions ; and if the enemy came down 
from their present situation, would march with the Brigade to oppose them,” 
adding that, “if I remained here, I would move with the army towards them 
at the latter end of the rains, and before they could get away ; all this was 
approved of.” 2 

On the 19th I advised the Select Committee of these circumstances and 
informed them that I believed I should be under the necessity of march- 
ing, although I was apprehensive the consequences would prove fatal to 
the troops. 


Tn the interim I took every possible measure towards a sudden movement, 

No. 17. but I heard nothing more from the Nabob himself 

DAR uie on the subject till the 23rd, when he acquainted 

me that he had sent forward part of his own troops, and desired the Brigade might 
be ‘also march. In the evening I sent my interpreter, 

E and the next morning waited upon him myself, as 

well to represent how precarious it was to march at that season, as also the dis- 
advantages with which I thought our movement would be attended; but 
finding him bent on the expedition I gave into his measure, and took the pre- 
caution enjoined by the administration of requiring a letter from His Excellency 
t expressing the necessity of taking the feld, which 

A he accordingly sent me. The same day I addressed 
the Select Committee aequainting them of these circumstances, and also issued 
orders for the troops to hold themselves in readi- 
ness to march. 


z 


ss 24th July. 
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I paid His Excellency a visit and informed him that in consequence of his 
25th July. requisition the Brigade should be got in readiness to 


ea march as soon as possible. 
D a 


The same day another Vakeel arrived from Fuzulla in my camp, but he 
was instantly dismissed. I was taken ill. Colonel 
Gailliez, the Second-in-Command, was also extremely 
No, 21. indisposed. I reminded His Excellency of his being 
near three months of arrears of subsidy to the troops, and observed that it was 
necessary to supply them with money before the mareh. 
27th July. Continued ill; ordered the troops to march the 
No, 19. 29th in the morning. 


Directed the camp equipage to be sent forward to Chandausy. Colonel 
Gailliez and myself very unwell; supply of ammu- 
US nition not yet arrived from the boats ; at night there- 
- fore countermanded the march of the army. ; 
My illness considerably abated ; addressed the Select Committee ; ordered 
29th Joly. the army to march on the 30th at 3’oclock in the 
No. 19, morning. I was informed that our carriage cattle 
lind been obliged to make two trips for the camp equipage. 

The army accordingly broke ground and marched to the encampment at 
30th July. Chandausy ; and if you consider, gentlemen that, we 
No. 19. were unprovided with the necessaries requisite for 
the security of our ammunition and stores, that great part of them being 
in the boats distant about 40 miles, the carriage to Bissonly at that unfavourable 
season was attended with much trouble and delay as well as risque of damage. 
That many of the younger gentlemen of the army, whose allowances in the 
field, however handsome they may be thought, are barely sufficient to indemnify 
their expenses where the necessaries of life bear so exorbitant prices, had from 
- motives of economy dismissed their coolies in confidence of our continuing in 
cantonments during the rains; that several hundred of the contractors’ drivers 
and in particulur those attached to the Magazine and artillery had either 
deserted or been discharged by his agent; that it was with great difficulty even 
the Nabob's influence in the course of several days procured so many of these 
necessary people as enabled us to proceed. I say, gentlemen, these circumstances 

considered, it appeais that the army was in motion with uncommon alacrity. 


T confess I was however extremely embarrassed in mind lest my desire of 
pleasing tlie Nabob should subject me to reprehension. 


. . Accordingly you find that in my letter to the Select Committee, 29th July, 
I studiously endeavored to apologize for venturing to take so much upon me. 


y “I deliberately weighed in my mind whether T should acquiesce in the 
Nabob's request of moving higher. I discovered that my hesitation gave him 
much dissatisfaction, and it was very perceptible that if I had persisted in remain- 
ing here, he would have been impressed with doubts and jealousies of the sin- 
cerity of our attachment towards him, which I was apprehensive would never be 
1 effectually effaced ; but indeed his conduct in advancing this army above thirty 
coss in front of our troops without my concurrence rendered a movement on 
part absolutely necessary for the reasons mentioned in my address of the 

&c.; and I hope therefore that the motives which have prevailed with 
eom Dons His Excellency's requisition will secure to me the honor of 

n. 


26th July. 


ll you be surprized, gentlemen, that I was anxious for such approba- 


e inward disquiet which these doubts occasioned. 


d in a state of disegreeable suspense as to the effect which 
partition of the conquered country between His Majesty and the 


d 


that we cannot entertain so bad an opinion of the 
Vizier as to suppose him capable of acting in 
ed breach of Treaty; but if any plea of that 


N. 


all have considered the causes which I had to be doubtful of ` 


| 
| 
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1 
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kind should be made for contesting our right to occupy any part of the 
Rohilla country yet unconquered, it would be proper to put the question to 
him whether such Treaty does exist or not; if he should acknowledge such a 
‘Treaty, you must undoubtedly cease from further hostilities in abetment of his 
breach of faith. 


The King had sent me a copy of the Treaty which had been sworn to on 
the Koran—‘ perhaps," said His Majesty, “ the Nabob has forgot his oath : it is 
fit you should remind him of it." 

When I showed His Excellency the Treaty he acknowledged its authenti- 

Asif they had had a right, this is Clty; he had not forgot his oath, but he braved it; 
not, the language of Auxiliaries but of he alleged that the counterpart in his possession 
principals in war, expressed a condition that His Majesty should take 
the field in person and that his failure in that particular annulled the Treaty. 


But when the original counterpart whieh he put into the hands of my 
interpreter came to be examined, it appeared that 
tliere was no such stipulation, nor indeed did it ever 
exist even verbally, as may be understood from Nigif Chan’s declarationson 
that subject when he said “he had no doubts of the Vizier’s abiding by his 
engagements.” 


No, 22. 


T sent copies of both to the Committee having been repeatedly desired to 
correspond with them only ; and as the above sentiments of the administration 
seemed very favourable towards His Majesty, it was not clear to me that so 
frivolous an excuse would have been sanctified in breach of so solemn a Treaty. 
T therefore made a reference to the paragraph above quoted; and desired the 
Committee would give me explicit instructions regarding the import thereof ; 
nor was I a little anxious for a reply. 


2ndly.—After I had agreed to take the field and before we marched, 
but when it was too late to retract, I discovered that the Vizier had grossly 
imposed upon me regarding the letter which he had pretended to have just 
received from the Governor; for although I had not been favored with any 
address from Mr. Hastings on that subject, yet believing that His Excellency 
had really got such a letter, it was the most prevailing argument with me, and 
I urged it accordingly in my letters to the Select Committee in justification of 
my conduet. 


But upon finding that the letter which the Vizier pretended to have just 
received was no other than one he had got in May, 
congratulating him on the victory, and “ the ardour 
of his courage,” and casually recommending the settlement of his affairs in the 
Rohilla country, I was much concerned because the Governor’s advice could not 
apply to the present time ; and if the expedition should be disapproved it would 
not be in my power to quote Mr. Hastings’ authority in favor of the under- 
taking. 

Srdly.—The Board had already declared the 40 lacks due to the Company. 


** Considering our right to the sum stipulated for the present service, os 

23rd May. now fully acquired, we have recommended to the 

No. 23. President to make immediate application for the 

j lacks: ” a formal demand had accordingly been made for 

payment of d iy "the money*; this was in effect FUE US that they 

$ Remark of the Vizier. The Board A y y 

always ready to luy hold of anything had already performed all that was incumbent on 

that would bear a dispute. them. Consequently that T further srie ds 

their troops, without new stipulations for the advantage of the Com- 

ead I timated some time before pretty plainly that this was my own 
opinion. 

Had I not therefore great reason to be apprehensive lest I should be told 
by the administration that my acquiescence with the Vizier S desires had rendered - 
it impossible for them to make such stipulations with His Excellency; and I 
would ask, gentlemen, whether the treatment which I received in the course 
of correspondence left me the smallest room to doubt that if any unfortunate 
accident had happened during the second campaign, * of my own undertaking, 
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for such it would be termed, every argument would be laid hold of to screen 
pe from and saddle me with the indignation of the Company. 


From what I have already said, I think it must appear that I had very 
forcible reasons for the disinelination which I informed the cubus NEC 
I should have at marching, and that in overcoming all dee pow erfu causes of 
my embarrassment, T manifested even a superlative degree of attention to His 
Excellency’s wishes. But— i 

dthly.—This will be still more evident from the circumstance of my having 
marched. while the troops were mear three months in CM (s pay; for 
though I had made application to His axcellency on Nain ve pay up at 
least a part of the arrears, I had no success ; he So Rm m with signi. 
fying pleasantly to some of those about his person, “ that ie et pen no silver 
except in bars ; and that although he had bars he had no imp gue ie coinage. 
The only observation that occurred to me on this head was a ; 1e carried 
the bars from his own Provinces, T was sorry he had not brought the necessary 
utensils; and that if he found the bars in the Rohilla iy, to have been 
congistent in his plan, he should have forgot that he had them. 


But to inforce the argument arising from my having marched whilst the 
troops were so much in arrears. 


Be pleased to recollect that, according to my instructions, I had full autho- 
rity not only to discontinue the operations, but to countermarch with the army 
in the event of His Excellency’s suffering himself to be in arrears of subsidy for 
the space of one month after the day on which it should have been paid. 


Now whilst it is evident that by adhering to the orders of the Board my 
conduct could not be liable to challenge, it is equally obvious that by acting 
thus, in direct contradiction to them, I showed a condescension to His Excel- 
lency, which independent of every other consideration is fully sufficient to 
destroy the calumnies with which this infiduous man would stab my reputation ; 
for if I had been disposed to thwart his inclinaticns, I might have embraced 
this opportunity of doing it in security. 


Having therefore clearly established the falsity of the malicious insinu- 
ations which have been directed against me on account of the objections made 
to the movement from Bissonly, I shall now proceed to show that those which 


regard my subsequent conduct are no less slanderous and void of truth. 


Under every possible disadvantage we took the ficld in submission to the 
caprice of this ungrateful ally,—every difficulty was struggled against with 
uncommon perseverance as you, gentlemen will be well convinced even from 
perusing very summary minutes of occurrences taken down by one of my Aid- 


de-Camps, from which you will perceive that I persisted in keeping the field and 


Nos. 19 and 24, dragging the Europeans along contrary to the 

See alsoja paper. marked L, written opinion of the Surgeons. 
Our march was as expeditious as the season and the scarcity of provisions 
Beara: would admit. His Excellency did me the favor of a 


visit almost every morning ; he told me of his expec- 
tations that the Marrattas would make war on him as soon as possible. A 
report also prevailed that Timur Sha had determined to take the field against 
him. His Majesty Sha Allim was likewise exceedingly disatisfied, and ready to 
adopt any measure to humiliate the Vizier; in short, according to all advices, 
there were great appearances of a general flame. 


_ The Nabob seemed therefore exceedingly uneasy lest the Rohillas should 
retire into the country between the mountains, and gain time until his atten- 
tion should be called off by the Marrattas to the defence of his own dominions, 
in which case he would have enemies in front and rear, and all his ambitious 

KEEN schemes would fall to the ground. His Excellency, 
therefore, on the 12th of August, proposed to me to 
make overtures of accommodation to the Rohillas. The propositions were— 
that Fuzulla should deliver up half his effects to the Vizier who would give 
him a district sufficient for the maintenance of 15 thousand men in the country 
which His Excellency had lately taken from the Marrattas. 
928 
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Correspondence between Tuzulla and me had ceased from the 7th July, 


ji 13th August. when the Vakeel was dismissed, till this day that 
; : e CRM ULT I addressed him agreeably to the Vizier's desire, 
| inclosing a copy of His Excellency’s letter making the above propositions. 


On the 14th I advised the Committee of the Vizier's wishes and proposal of 
settling matter amicably with the Rohillas. 


On the 15th I received a reply from Fuzulla declining to accept the 

SEDES country taken from the Marrattas in the Doab: 

observing that in ease of their approach he must 

either break his engagements with the Vizier and join them, or they would 

take the country from him; he therefore tendered half his effects to the Vizier 

\ for a settlement in the Rohilla country equal to that which His Excellency 
| offered in the Doab. $ 


Having communicated Fuzulla’s letter to the Nabob, His Excellency on 
the 17th of August addressed me thus :— 


| * I have perused the copy of Fuzullah Khan’s letter that ye sent me and 
i SEND understand the particulars. Do you write hàm a 
i reply to this purport that of whatever effects he has 
j he will give me half, and that L will give him country in the Doab which I took 

from the Marrattas for the maintenance o£ 15,000 men, and that him and me 
| will enter into mutual agreements, to which the English gentlemen shall 
accede ; that in future if the Marrattas attempt to take the aforesaid country, L 
will join and assist Fuzulla Khan to oppose them; this matter firmly agreed 
on and determined, I enter into by means of the English gentlemen. Do you 
write to this purport to Fuzullah Khan that he may be satisfied, Iam ready to 
give the foresaid quantity of country and to aid and assist him against the 
Marrattas; never, never, will I be neglectful in this matter.” 


Accordingly I wrote to Fuzulla Khan inclosing a copy of His Excellency’s 
letter recommending him to accept of the conditions, 
or at least to come and discourse on the subject. 


See 


No, 28. 


Tn reply he observed that he was unable to write so much as he had to say, 

and requested I would send my Secretary to hear 

No) 29, from him and relate to me all particulars. His desire 

No:550: being communicated to the Vizier, His Excellency 

| wrote to me on the 20th recommending a compliance with it, and containing the 

| necessary instruetions. In consequence of which I directed my Secretary to 

| proceed ‘immediately to the Rohilla Camp; and in order to obtain as much 

i information as possible regarding the enemy’s post, I availed myself of this 

| opportunity of sending Lieutenant Bruee, the Field Engineer, to make his observ- 

} ations, that we might profit thereby, in case the enemy should oblige us to 

i attack them. 
1 
| 
1 


On the 21s& of August the Engineer sent me an account of the road to 
Lall-dang. 

« After crossing the Nulla at the village Bujonrie, distant from your 
| B camp about 4} coss, we entered a low jungle in which 
; ; Neh are two deserted villages the wells of which afford 

plenty of good water ; continuing our course northward, three coss further we 


| arrived at the large village of Rumangur to the north-westward of which is 
E! an open space (I think sufficiently large to encamp the Brigade), and (Ais must 
i be the last stage. Altering our route to N.-N.-West along the foot of the 
| hills, an almost impenetrable jungle lines each side of the road. Another difficul- 
| ty the troops will have to struggle with, is the want of water, except at a river 


two coss to the westward of Rumnagur. We did not meet with a drop of that 
| element during a distance of eight coss when we arrived at the pu ol 
| ment; the opening here is of very little extent, and must have been cleared by 
the Rohillas after their flight to Lall-dang.” 

At the same time that these two gentlemen were in the enemy's camp 
Blick Chan, the Vizier’s Minister, had Agents there offering all his influence to 
effect a settlement ; this tended to give the Rohillas confidence ; at the same 
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time that Lieutenant Bruce being recognised by people who had scen him 
surveying, created suspicions of our intentions. 

Pazulla Khan, however, declared his willingness to come to an interview 
with. the Vizier, but his Chiefs would not consent to his leaving their strong. 
hold. They proposed to send his eldest son aecompanied with some of their 
own number ; but His Excellency having refused to receive them, and the gentle- 
men being recalled on the 24th, correspondence dropt, and I resolved to move 
in order, if possible, more effectually to distress them. 


nearer the enemy 
4 On the 26th, attended by the Quartermaster-General, &e., I went twelve 
miles to reconnoitre the country between the Ganges 
DW and the jungles, leaving the road which the Engi- 

neer had travelled to Lall-dang several coss on the right. 


On the 27th a body of the Nabob’s troops were ordered by my direction to 
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} No. 83. proceed along the banks of the river towards 
2i No. 32. Chaundy Gaut. The 28th I advaneed with the 
h Grenadier corps, five coss, and the Bri gade under the com mand of Colonel Gailliez 
i marched three coss. I strengthened the advanced division of the army and gave 


i the command of it to Lieutenant-Colonel Leslie. 

In consequence of an advice which I had early given to the Vizier, a party 
of Nigif Khan’s troops had come across the Doab, and posted themselves on 
the opposite banks of the river at Chaundy Gaut to prevent all supplies to the 
enemy from the western side of the Ganges. 


On the 29th I rode out fourteen miles to reconnoitre the Ramnagur road. 
On the 30th ordered the Quartermaster-General to | 
pitch upon a spot of ground for the Brigade to | 
encamp upon, between Tieutenant-Colonel Leslie's camp and the hills; and the 
Brigade aceordingly took up that ground the next morning. 


No. 23rd. 


First September, accompanied by the gentlemen of my family, I spent the ’ 
ithe day with His Excellency upon the banks of the 
BEL Ganges. 


All this time His Excellency was busied in intriguing with the Rohillas. 
Elich Khan and the Abysinian Mahomed Bushin Khan, by the Nabob's desire, 
had set their emissaries at work; and in this manner the Nabob kept up a 
constant intereourse with the enemy. 


In consequence of which on the 2nd September His Excelleney transmitted 
me a letter which he had received from Fuzullah 
Khan professing obedience, and His Excellency also 
informed me that the Rohilla Chief had sent a trusty person to him to explain 
all matters, 


LY This day I ordered two Battalions of Grenadier sepoys to hold themselves 
in readiness to attend me early on the 3rd on a 
y party of observation, but on account of a severe fall j 
of rain that morning I was obliged to countermand the order. On the 4th, 


No, 34. 


2nd September, 


No. 83. however, I went escorted by the said two Battalions á 
z n of Grenadier sepoys five coss, and with a body 7d 
. of the Nabob's best horse, advanced two coss further, when I arrived at an 


almost impenetrable jungle where only one horseman could I desired the 
i eng! 1 ld pass. esire 
Nabob’s Bildars and Tavildars might be employed to cut a road through it. 


Very severe rain on the 5th ; the 6th I again rode out to examine the Ram- 

No. 85. y nagur road. On the 7th His Excellency iransmitted 

: me a eopy of the answer-which he sent to the letter 

he had received from F'uzulla Khan on the 2nd, imputing that if he did not 
accept of the former terms further discourse"was needless. Notwithstanding 
all which His Excellency's Agents were still employed. Severe rains on the 8th 
and oth. On the 10th, having visited His Excellency, he acquainted me that 
the situation of the Rohillas was very hard; that after the rains ceased the 
No. 36. "water from the hills would kill them, “ perhaps," 

added His Excellency ; “wiih these new gentlemen 
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3 new measures may take place.” This was not the only time he had expressed 

4 himself in that manner: the advices which he had early received from the 

4 Presidency created him no small uneasiness ; he became more anxious, however, 
to pus with Fuzulla, and in order to effect it he doubled his Agents und his 
industry. 


On the 11th I received a reply from the Select Committee to my letters of 
the 19th and 24th July, and upon the strength of the approbation of my con- 
duct in moving from Bissonly without waiting for an answer to my address of 
the 29th July, I sent immediate notice to Ilis Excellency that I would press 
upon the enemy as soon as possible. 


His Excellency visited me on the 12th, and without taking any notice of 
u my message of the preceding day, told me that the Rohillas were in the most 
distressed situation; that the Chiefs threatened to desert Fuzulla; upon my 
advising him to offer them service he replied that he had done so, and also 
security to all who would quit the enemy's camp. 


But nothing can more clearly demonstrate how wishful the Vizier was to 
| avoid an attack and bring the Rohillas to am agreement; nothing can more 
incontestibly prove that the delay’s which he would impute to me were really 
his own than the following circumstance. 


| On the 13th I resolved to ride out next morning to observe what progress 
the Nabob's Bildars and Tavildars had made in cutting the road; and to pene- 
trate as much further as I could into the jungle for the sake of observation, 
expecting also to have an opportunity of surprizing some of the enemy's 
advanced posts. 


Pursuant to this design X applied to His Excellency fora strong body of his 
troops to attend me. His Excellency returned for 
answer “ that he had put himself under a course of 
physic which would continue siv days, for which time he begged that I would 
defer the attack, as then he should be able to accompany me.” 


Although I thought this a very unmilitary preparation, I was willing to 
leave His Excellency to his own mode of whitting his courage ; but thinking it 
necessary for me in the meantime to obtain as perfect a knowledge as possible 
of the ground we should have occasion to act upon, 
: I replied that I only meant to go in front to 
examine the road, and therefore desired His Excellency would send the escort 
demanded. Before my note had reached His Excellency, he sent a message 
importing that he was treating, and on receipt of my note he returned another, 
desiring I would be governed by his pleasure and defer the expedition. 

This day two Embassadors came from Fuzulla to the Vizier on the 

No. 38. invitation of His Excellency. Fuzulla’s Vakeel 
lathi Septomber. brought me also a letter, and informed me that the 
Vizier had made proposals of accommodation to his master, but that he would : 
trust the English only. I observed that it was pro- 
bable his Master would not have many days to con- 
sider, and sent himself and the letter to His Excellency. 

On the 15th I acknowledged the Select Committec’s letter of the 18th 
August and advised them of the Vizier’s mode of proceeding. 

« Fis Excellency has several persons employed in endeavouring to settle 
with Fuzulla, or to detach the Rohilla Sardars from the common cause; but 
Iam afraid he discovers too much anxiety, and renders the enemy more back- 
ward in coming to terms than they otherwise would be.” 


September the 16th, after some conferences with the Vakeels, His Excel- 


No, 38. 
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No. 38. 


No. 39. 
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TE 


Là 


leney acquainted me that he would make Fuzulla Collector of the Revenues [ox 
i ; of Rohilehund, allowing six lacks for his expenses, B 
2o: 107 and desired I would therefore address the Rohillas 


to that purpose, which I did accordingly. 

. His Excellency had so many schemes and so many agents to conduct 
them that it was impossible to know his real intentions, but it was evident that 
he was departing from his former resolutions. We had some time before 
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ve Fuzullah's eldest son accompanied by some of the principal 
Chiefs, and he had now not only admitted two Chiefs without the son but sent 
several Sirdars to invite and conduct them to his camp. . 


On the 17th I aequainted the Governor of these circumstances, and on the 

18th took occasion to repeat the offer of the service 

No, 4l. : foops and inform lis Excelle tl 
of the troops and to inform His jsxce eney that 


refused to recei 


they were in readiness. 
The two Vakeels remained in his camp, 
i by Bushier Khan, &e., hy order of His Excellency. 
On the 19th I received a letter from Fuzullah, in answer to that which I 
^ had addressed to him on the 16th by desire of the 
pe Vizier, and having transmitted it to His Excellency, 


and were entertained several days 


he sent me the following reply :— 

«The letter of Fuzullah Khan which you sent me to peruse, I have 
ni received and clearly understand. I desire the death 
h SSE of no Mussulman, and therefore have fixed on this 
i plan yhieh I now write. Do you aequaint Fugullah Khan from yourself that the 
ty Nabob Vizier will settle a jaghir of ten lacks of rupees per year on him of the 
Rohilleund country, and he shall keep two or three thousand men as household 
servants along with him. That troops of the Nabob shall be stationed in the 
country, that the troops and Chiefs of Khutur Rohilleund shall be taken into 
service, but shall not remain with him. If this is agreeable to Fuzullah Khan 
do you write him to come into you. When he comes I. will have an interview | 
with him, and if he desires it shall rent or supervise the whole Rohilla country 
which shall be settled face to face. But whatever effects he may have half 
shall be given to me; and the troops of Khutur or Rohillas that are with him 
shall not remain.” 

Thus, gentlemen, you find that in'emerging from his Hebdomadal purgation 
the Vizier became a most devout and excellent Mussulman. ‘The near approach / 
of ** thesenew gentlemen ” seemed also to operate powerfully on His Excellency. | 

Agrecable to his wishes I sent a copy of his letter to the Rohilla Chief; | 

and recommended to him to accept of the Vizier's | 
proposals—at all events to return a speedy reply. | 
From this time we had very heavy rains for several suecessive days ; and no | 
answer being arived from Fuzullah, I wrote him | 
a note on the 25th demanding an immediate 
No. 45. reply. 
Aflerwards on the same day an answer was received from Fuzullah, 
SH importigg that if the Vizier would not grant either 
of his former requests fate must determine between 
T ; them. 
jM I saw no longer any prospects of peace, which I accordingly wrote to the 
elect Committee the same day that the above answer came to hand. 

On the 26th the Vizier favored me with a visit, when it was resolved to 
move the army nearer to Lall-dang as the most 
probable means of ** bringing the Rohillas to terms.” 
I ordered the troops to, hold themselves in readiness to march the 29th in 


No, 42 near the end. 


: i No, 44, 


| 
| 


No. 47. 


Ein deplemer the morning ; and the division under Colonel Gailliez 
E A take the ground occupied by the Grenadier 

orps. 
Well assured of the great advantages the enemy had in the strength of 
28th September, their situation, sensible that nothing but the strict- 


success, and havi est observance of good order could ensure our 

eAlacts. si caren reason to be suspicious lest the troops, mindful of pas 

Ea ll th ould suffer their discontent to get the better of their moderation an 

impell them to disperse in search of plunder, I assembled the field officers at 

No. 40. a nena. Some proposed to stipulate VI 

is Excellency for twent some for fifteen, 

xnd.the most for ten lacks i IO y ELA : i 
acquainted of it before the nm of plunder, and that the troops shou 
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I told the gentlemen that if His Excellency shonld offer five lacks, T 
thought that it would be advisable to accept of them both on account of the 
imminent danger which would insue from any disorder of the troops, and the 
small probability of discovering the riches of a people accustomed to bury their 
treasure, declaring however my wishes that the Vizier might offer a larger sum. 
The gentlemen satisfied of my good inclinations said no more on the subject. 


In conformity to the injunctions of the administration, I desired His Excel- 
lency to signify in writing that it was now his 
Bare pleasure the army should proceed to attack 
Fuzullah in his entrenchments: His Excellency accordingly did so. 

And though I was unable to mount my horse without assistance, having 
been confined to my tent by a severe illness from the 19th, I advanced with 
the front division of the army 4 coss towards the enemy. 

Mention being made to His Excellency of the plunder, he observed that 
he had certain intelligence where the riches of the enemy lay buried ; that he 
knew the English could never discover the treasure; and therefore he would 
not give them one cowrie,—a cireumstance which I thought it prudent to 
conceal carefully from the knowledge of the troops. 

On the 30th I proceeded four coss further: the Brigade under Colonel 
Gailliez taking up our last ground. 

This day I received a letter from the Select Committee of the 8th Septem- 
ber “ expressing their satisfaction at the Vizier's 
intention of terminating the war by an accommo- 
dation, ant their hopes that His Excellency would be disposed to conciliate 
their affections to his Government by acceding to lenient terms.” 

Being now arrived near the Rohillas who were very strongly posted and 
had thrown up works in their front, it became necessary to advance by regular 
approaches; and before evening a work was estab- 
lished sufficient to cover 1,200 men: but it was 
agreed to give the enemy the option of accepting the terms offered by His 
Excellency, or stand the consequences, which was accordingly done in the 
following letter. 

* This day I am arrived with my army near the foot of the hills; butas 
friendship has been formed between us, I perform 
my part, and tell you that ye still have opportunity 
of coinciding to the Nabob Vizier's offers, which were before sent ye; and of 
coming hither, this is the best advice ye can follow. "There has been discourse 
between the Nabob Vizier and me; when the Nabob said and confirmed that 
whenever you would accede to his proposals that something should be settled for 
every Chief with ye. Now the Nabob Vizier has said and has written this con- 
formably to your request. My advice is this: do you now come here and agree 
to this, for I do not desire that the blood of the people be spilt. Motives of 
friendship induce me again to write ye on this subject. If ye will not accept 
of this, and will not come, the fault is not mine, as i have done everything in 
my power. Now for what may insue ye and your Chiefs are answerable. In 
case ye consent and come in, write me and 1 will send a proper person to con- 
duct ye: in this there is neither prejudice or danger. If ye will not agree let me 
certainly have your reply this day." : ae 

In the meantime however our works were carried on with all possible dili- 

1 gence. Bush fighting all this day between small 

Bee scouting parties of both armies. A few more of the 
Nabobs and of the enemy said to have been killed. Advised the Committee of 
the posture of affairs, and of the last offer made to Fuzullah. 

Next morning, the 1st October, the Rohilla Chief sent an unsatisfactory 

reply. I reconnoitred the road several miles in 
Nosh - front; many shots fired by the enemy. Pitched 
upon a spot for establishing our second works. 

About noon a man came from Fuzullah to inform me that he would 
certainly come in next day. I could not give myself leave to rely implicitly on 
his assurance ; but having informed the Vizier of the circumstance he expressed 
satisfaction at the news. 
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Very early on the following morning I advaneed with a strong body of 
tho combined armies to the ground which had been pitched upon for our 
second approach. From thence T dispatched Fuzullah's messenger to inform his 
master that I was so far advanced with the army to pay him a visit at Lall. 
dang. All industry used to establish our post. Many shots fired in the jungles 


on our flanks. 

About two hours after the messenger’s departure a Chief came to inform 
me that if our advanced parties were re-called Fuzullah would come out. At 
noon notice being brought that he was approaching; I sent a field officer and 
the Persian interpreter to escort him through our advanced parties, and on his 
arrival immediate advices being sent to His Excellency, he appointed the 
next morning to receive him. 

Accordingly Fuzullah was presented to the Vizier on the 3rd ; at that 

E meeting nothing passed but compliment. However, 


BE His Excellency afterwards addressed me thus : — 


“I before wrote ye that if Fuzullah Khan would come in and meet us, a 
jaghir for ten lacks of rupees of the Rohileund 
country should be conferred on him ; that he sbould 
keep two or three thousand people with him as attendants and that of his effects 
half should be taken. Now that he has come in, in consideration of his coming, 
T will present him with two lacks more, and twelve lacks of the Rohileund 
country including his former districts, shall be given as a jaghir, and of his 
effects half shall be taken. In this estate of twelve lacks Fuzullah Khan is 
at liberty to keep five persons or five thousand, but he must not keep one 
more than five thousand; and to content him, and the people with him, [ will 
entertain. in my own service from ten to fifteen thousand, and they shall be 
stationed where he chuses, and shall receive their pay from me." 

I communicated the Vizier's pleasure 'to the Rohilla in the evening. He 
acknowledged the generosity of the offer, but remarked that twelve lacks 
would be insufficient for the maintenance of all his relations and dependants, 
and inireated I would request of the Vizier to increase the jaghir. 


No. 53. 


I said I would endeayour but gave him no hopes of success; and the 
following is the letter which I addressed to the 
Vizier on the subject :— 


“T conversed with Fuzullah Khan last night on the subject of the jaghir, 
4th October. and told him ye had agreed to settle twelve lacks 
E. of rupees on him which it was advisable he 
accepted. He replied he did not desire a settlement for the troops with him, 
but that he had a great number of relations and dependants who had been with 
him from their births: and from whom he could not part, and that the twelve 
lacks of rupees ye had conferred would be small for the support of the whole. 
He therefore intreated ye would graciously bestow what would be sufficient for 
their maintenance : he hopes ye will be pleased to make some addition, and I 
also give you this trouble that if ye think it proper and advisable to comply 
that ye will do so: favor me however with your pleasure in reply.” 


His Excellency replied “that he could not do more for Fuzullah Khan.” 
Afterwards he sent his minister Elich Chan requesting to make enquiry concern- 
ing Fuzullah Khan’s circumstances and desires. 


No. 52. 


i This being done, Fuzullah gave in a statement specifying that he had in 
silver one lack fourteen thousand rupées and one lack Mes thousand, three 
hundred and eighty-eight gold mohurs which he valued at 20 Burrelly rupees 
io Poe his jewels and other effects, of which he could not give an estimate 
y out rening to his entrenchment. He solicited Elich Chan to intercede for 

m with His Excellency for an increase of the jaghir, and upon Elich Chan's 
report of these matters the Nabob addressed me thus :— 


“Previous to this ye wrote me that Fuzullah Khan 

RN i would not accept of a 
Te z oe lacks of rupees; in reply it was written that if he eal not 
We ei sum, ye would return him to the entrenchment, as I would not 
Re oiTa Mu uer that I sent Elich Chan to ye to learn the condition, 


234 1; and from his report I find that Fuzullah Khan desires 
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| a jaghir of fourteen lacks and seventy-five thousand rupees. T therefore gave 
i you this trouble to acquaint you that that sum is not very great ; and in 
4| consideration of Fuzullah Khan’s coming in, a jaghir for fourteen lacks and 
M seventy-five thousand rupees shall be given him. Do ye bring Fuzullah Khan 
ji along with you hither to me to-morrow morning, and I will give a jaghir for 
| fourteen lacks and seventy-five thousand rupees, and will take half of his 
effects, When ye come I will have further conversation with ye.” 


According to His Excellency’s request I waited upon him on the morning 


a of the 6th accompanied by Fuzullah Khan, when they settled the terms of 
| accommodation. 


On the 7th His Excellency visited me. Fuzullah Khan, being sent for; the 
mutual writings were framed by His Excellency, and the only amendment made 
at the desire of Fuzullah was, that he should be at liberty to correspond with 
the English. 

I remarked that there was no mention made of the division of the effects, 
upon which His Excelleney said he would be contented with the half whatever 
it might be. 

It was afterwards found however that the omission was intentional, and 
with a view to squeeze Fuzullah Khan as much as possible. Accordingly from 
this time till the 14th the Nabob's Minister and 
Fuzullah Kban had daily conferences on that 
subject. The Rohilla advanced the equity of the Vizier’s accepting half his 
effects of every kind. Conformable to His Excellency’s original and repeated 
stipulation, Elich Chan insisted on receiving money only, and I also being 
willing to promote the Nabob's interest, Fuzullah was importuned so much that 
he was constrained to give fifteen lacks of rupees in order to satisfy the Vizier. 


No. 07. 
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A dispute then arose concerning the species of rupees ; Elich Chan was desired 
to go and settle that point, and he returned immediately saying that His Excel- 
lency agreed to receive Birrelly rupees, and had also signified his wishes to see 
Fuzullah Khan and me, as he intended to proceed next day towards Feizabad. 
I waited on him accordingly, and after some conversation we took leave. 


His Excellency marched very early next morning. An altercation then 
ensued between Fuzullah Khan and Elich Chan regarding the value of the 
j gold mohurs which was also compromised by me, and my decision referred to 
His Excellency who in the evening transmitted to me the following letter :— 


v. “The pains and trouble you have taken in settling this business of 
* Fuzullah Khan, is beyond the power of writing to express. Inall respects you 
haveacted to my satisfaetion, and in no respect con- 
trary toit. esteem this as pare friendship in you.” 


e No. 58. 


Thus, gentlemen, I have given you a particular detail of the transactions of 
the campaign. All the correspondence which passed between Fuzullah Khan 
t and me is before you. It appears that that carried on at Bissonly was duly com- 
iv inunieated to the Vizier and to the Governor. That the proposition for renew- 
ing it came from the Nabob himself on the 12th of October,—that the continu- 
ation of it was at his express desire. That I did not take a single step from the 
beginning to the end of this business, but by his direction and approbation 
with which you find the whole is closed. 


In the course of what has been promised, I have therefore already fully 
confuted the Vizier's calumnies, but I shall nevertheless glance over His Excel- 
lency’s letter once more and take notice of such parts as may have hitherto 
escaped me. - ] 

«Consider, my friend,” says His Excellency repeatedly to Mr. Hastings, 
«thatit was my absolute determination (o extirpate the Rohillas, and that I 
- requested the assistance of the English for that purpose.” 
_ However well it is known that His Excellency is equal to the barbarious 
en for which he thus publicly and daringly avowgs, he solicited the aid of 
pelis Te it possible we can believe that the r'jpectable gentleman here 
1 wld h en privy to so horrid a purpose ; could he have wd 
he 
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of humanity? Could he have been so lost to everysense of — — 
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honor as to prostitute the English troops, and to stain the glory of the British 
name by subscribing to a preconeerted massacre ? What is not His Excellency 
capable of advancing. 

« Tf the Colonel had even consulted me on the occasion i£ would not have been 
signified ; but when I gave him à clear answer, and absolutely rel used my 
consent to the proposals for an accommodation, was it proper for him to conti- 
nue the negotiation." 

If I had not consulted him, gentlemen, how could he have refused his con- 
sent. I have already shown that the moment I was told that it could not be 
for the interest of the Company to receive three hundred thousand pounds for 
their influence as mediators in an honorable peace which would have brought 
four hundred thousand pounds annually into the coffers of the Vizier, I submitted 
io the authority with implicit obedience though I could not chime with the 
propriety or wisdom of the doctrine. i 

T should have thought myself excusable even if T had not consulted the 
Vizier on this occasion ; the fact, however, is that I did communicate all country 
correspondence to him, but His Excellency seems to have an insuperable anti- 
pathy to truth. ; 

« At last, perceiving that Fuzullah Khan encouraged by his correspondence 
with the English assembled his forces, and daily became more formidable, I 
determined, though it was in the height of the rains, of bringing him to punish- 
ment.” ; 

One part of this sentence, like the former, destroys and belies the other. 
After the setting in of the rains it was impossible Fuzullah Khan could get a 
reinforcement of men; it was impossible he could wish for them, because he 
could not even give them grain to feed upon. 

But it is demonstrable that the Vizier himself did not believe what is 
written in that paragraph ; he says the enemy were encouraged by the English, 
and yet he would make the very same English bring those whom he alledges 
they favored to punishment. 

This would indeed be an extraordinary proof of his absolute power over us, 
but it would be to carry the idea too far. The Vizier is wiser than to have 
taken an expedition depending on the support of troops supposed to be attached 
to his enemies. 

His Excellency knew perfectly that I was anxious to return to Calcutta 
and that I had determined to set off ina very few days; if he had entertained any 
suspicion of my fidelity, would he not have gladly concealed his -intentions of 
moving till after my departure. 

“ You certainly have not a map of the country, &c." I remember inform- 
ing both the Vizier and the Committee that I would march to Nigubgur, but 
that I did not think myself authorized to go furthér. His Excellency observed 
with an unbecoming air of ridicule, “if Nigibgur is on the other side of the 
Ganges or of the hills, no matter, the English troops shall not go thither.” 

Now, gentlemen, I had told him that I would go to Nigibgur ; wherefore 

No, $9. then such a wanton display of petulence ; the im- 

: propriety of it neither escaped the notice of his **sin- 

cere well-wisher,” Mr. Middleton, or of my interpreter. I pointed at it in my 

Jetter to the Committee, but they suffered themselves to overlook the disrespect 

to the Commander-in-Chief for getting or chusing to forget, that an indignity to 

him was in effect an insult to the Government. 

_ “When we arrived afterwards at Duttugur and Fuzulla Khan was at the 

distance of 15 coss from us at the foot of the mountains, I determined to march 
forward and attack him ; the Colonel again delayed, &c." 


I have clearly established by His Excellency’s own letters, &c., ina regular 


chain that the overtures of accommodation made on the 13th August and the 


E subsequent intercourse on that subject was at, his 
y express desire ; the truth is that he never had an idea 


of attacking the enemy ne bad declared originally and invariably that his 


resolution was ‘‘to starve dhem.” 
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Tt was agreed on. the 21th to approach nearer them; on the 26th I went 
twelve miles to look for ground; 27th, a body of his troops were sent forward by 
my desire; on the 28th the whole army advanced; 29th, I rode twenty-eight 
miles examining the country; 30th, the Quartermaster-General pitched p 
ground for the Brigade to advance, to which they did on the 31st in order com- 
pletely to environ the enemy. 

2nd September, I found that His Excellency was treating with the 
enemy that he had received a Vakeel, and you see 
à him busied in the same manner during the remain- 
der of the campaign; after I had offered him the service of the troops to storm 
ue enemies’ entrenchments, you find he denied me even the liberty of reconnoi- 

ring. 

* For four or five days after this, the 24th August, the conferences were 

broke off; after which Omar Cawn and two other 
Sidars came from Fuzullal to me with proposals 
of peace. I asked them why they had taken such measures as to oblige me to 
march against them in the rainy season ; they replied we remained peaceably 
at the extremity of the country without any force; but when a correspondence 
was set on foot by means of the English Chiefs, they wrote to Fuzullah Khan 
to take some step that might make it appear that he was in a situation to 
oppose the army of the Vizier by which means his affairs would be settled. 
Encouraged by the advice of the English Chiefs, Fuzullah Khan assembled this 
number of troops and sent them to Nigibabad; otherwise how would he have 
taken such a step.” 

From the 23rd August I had the least intercourse with the Rohillas till 
the 16th September,—that I wrote Tuzullah a letter by desire of the Vizier offer- 
ing him the Collectorship of Rohileund. It was about the 14th that Omar 
Cawn and Bahadur Cawn had come to llis Excellency in consequence of 
Muteghim Cawn, Abdurchman Cawn, and Meer Moghul, and others having 
been repeatedly sent to the enemies! camp to preyail with Puzullah to send out 
some Sirdar to temporize with His Excellency. 

The story which he would put into their mouths is truly a knavish one, 
but forgeries of this kind generally detect themselves. 

Amir Cawn is a soldier, who, it is well known, has ever held the Vizier’s 
character in detestation. Bahadur Cawn is the brother-in-law of Fuzullah ; can 
we suppose then that these gentlemen who had come entrusted with a negocia- 
tion for their friend and for their kindred should have talked to His Excellency 
in a manner so destitute of truth, so wide of their purpose, and, had the report 
been true, so ruinous to their interest with the English ; most certainly we can- 
not believe it. 

His Excellency makes these two Chiefs tell him “ that they had no force," 
which was an absurdity too gross for them to have said; he makes them charge 

- Fuzullah Khan with the folly of increasing his numbers at a time when he 
could not subsist the troops he already had. His Excelleney concludes with 
making the Chiefs ask the question, “how could Fuzullah have taken such a 
step as sending his troops to Negubadad if he had not been encouraged to do it.” 

Tt would not be more preposterous in His Excellency to represent them 
ridiculous enough to have asked how it was possible that a people in want of 
food should be susceptible of hunger, the dreadful prospects of which had made 
them endeavour to collect all the grain they could before our near approach. 


« Our joint forces marched near the encampment of Fuzullah, and prepared 
to attack it; but there was still a private intelligence between the Colonel and 
Puzullah, encouraged by which Fuzullah rode out of his own encampment aud 
came to the Colonel.” 

Tt is astonishing with what effrontery His Excellency advances these 
untruths. I havealready, gentlemen, informed you of all the intercourse T ever 
had with the Rohilas. L did not write a lettergto any native during the 
‘campaign but such as went through my interpretg$ That gentleman had my 
Persian seals in his custody from the time I left Bras in march till after my 
return to Calcutta ; and I desire that he and my Set 
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had any share of my confidence be called before you 


^ ye 
may be supposed to have h j my iuonco) | k 
and interrogated whether they know or believe that I at any time carried on 


any sinister correspondence with the enemy. 
«Phe day Fuzullah came out the English troops were ready to quarrel 
is the first time I ever heard of it. 


with mine, Xe." It ts 
Colonel Leslie and Major Hannay who commanded the advanced division 


of the army are in town, and will I am pursuaded if ealled upon, satisfy you 
that this allegation is totally void of foundation. “I wrote to the Colonel that 
if Fuzullah would not agree to these offers, to send him away: I also sent 
Mohomed Elich Chan to explain these particulars more fully to the Colonel.” 
What explanation did so express a desire require. The Vizier's own letter ' 
of the 5th October best tells why he sent his Minister : * I sent him to enquire 
T saw that I would displease the Colonel 


into Fuzulla's condition, &e. At last pleas 
by insisting on the former conditions. I was compelled to give fourteen lacks 


and seventy-five thousand rupees of country.” 

The conclusion of my letter of the 4th October speaks for itself,—how far 
I went in this matter. & He Fuzullah Khan hopes ye will be pleased to make | 
some addition; and I also give ye this trouble that if ye think it proper and 
advisable to comply that ye will do so; favor me, however, with your pleasure 
in reply.” 

Tt was after Elich Chan intercession and report that His Fxcellency 
resolved to make a seeming increase of two lacks seventy-five thousand rupees 
to the twelve lacks formerly offered. 

You will admire His Excellency’s address and management in this busi- 


ness. 


F: Tnstead of making a real addition to the jaghir he gave districts which 
a had till then only paid twelve lacks forty-five thousand rupees, and obliged the 
S tohilla Chief to receive them at an increased valuation of fourteen lacks 
Fo seventy-five thousand rupees : so that in fact His Excellency only made an addi- 
2 tion of forty-five thousand rupees to the twelve lacks offered in his letter of the | 
ia 3rd October, and in place of a settlement of fourteen lacks seventy-five thou- 
ek sand Fuzullah got only a jaghir of twelve lacks forty-five thousand rupees. | 
; “Briefly, after a great deal of trouble and argument, this affair was thus | 


settled, that Fuzullah Khan should give me fifteen lacks of rupees and take 
a country amounting to fourteen lacks seventy-five thousand rupees. You will | 
consider that when these conferences were set on foot the Colonel observed | 
io me that Fuzullah had one lack and some thousand gold mohurs, and one | 
lack of rupees amounting to fifteen or sixteen lacks, of which I should take E 
bi half; but afterwards when the affair was settled, Fuzullah Khan gave me fifteen | 
lacks of rnpees: consider, then, if Fuzullah was only possessed of ihis much, 
would he have given me all his property.” | 

"The first and only enquiry regarding the Rohilla Chief's riches was in 
consequence of the Nabob's own desire of the 5th October; and according to the 
account given in by Fuzullah Khan he had near 25 lacks in money besides his 
jewels and effects. 


The argument to give the jaghir for the fourteen lacks seventy-five thou- 
sand rupees was signed on the 7th October, but the stipulation for the fifteen 
lacks in lieu of half of the effects did not take place till the 15th. 


The Vizier purposely omitted mention of the effects to leave room for the 
after game, which he put in practice, insomuch that although the Robilla 
repeatedly offered to deliver over half of his effects of every kind on oath, the 
Nabob declined to receive them ; hence Fuzullah was necessitated to agree to 
gre a sum of money nearly equal to two-thirds of all his fortune ; for His 
l xcelleney not only took fifteen lacks, but the helpless Chief was obliged to 
d ace his gold mohirs at a great discount, the Vizier allowing only 163 
m y ME for each, axe hough I have been assured that they usually pass 1n 
NEUE pu : ty pee rupees. The Nabob therefore owes a 
eae OEE tie cad : un appy Fuzullah’s fortune to His Excellency 
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ing proposition was rade to taa that T aran ERA OTT RN PRESENTS 

g pr ras made to me that L should take twenty lacks from Fuzulla 

and give him the whole Rohilla conntry.” TION E 
I never heard of such a proposition. 


“Before I marched from Bissonly, Mr. Roberts came tå me from the Colonel 
and informed me that conferences for an accommodation with Fuzullah were on 
sehen a pA he ar aa I should/agree to them. My friend, thisis ‘called 
giving ad 1 Hindostan.’ I think this is for the best you must do so. When 
the English Chiefs are continually sending me these messages, how could I 

refuse to satisfy them.” 

Why does His Excellency lead us back to Bissonly ; we have seen the whole 
that passed there. We have seen that he rejected the overtures: nay in the very 
letter under consideration he says “ but when I gave him a clear answer and 
absolutely refused my consent, §c.,” and yet in another place he has the 
modesty to ask “how could I refuse to satisfy the English Chiefs, &c." Strange 
incongruity endeavoring by a studied confusion of times and circumstances to 
make the effeets of low cunning supply the want of truth and reason. “In 
the like manner the several letters which the Colonel caused me to write at the 
conclusion of this affair I gave out of respect to him.” 

Iam greatly indebted to His Excellency for professions, but cannot say 
that I have ever had occasion to thank him for any real mark of respect. 
His Excellency in particular owed me no respect of the nature he mentions 
lere: for although he applied to me at Bissonly, when his shameful conduct 
rendered him odious over all the country, when he was spoken of with irrever- 
ence even by his own slaves, for a letter or testimony under my hand in his 
vindication, I declined giving it. 

Therefore it is improbable that His Excellency’s politeness in repugnance 

M to his convietion would carry him so far as to pay 
me a compliment which my regard for truth had 


made me deny to him. 

It was matter of no moment whether I had received the letter of the 15th 
of October or not ; those which His Excellency addressed to me so frequently 
during the course of the negotiation being very sufficient to shew that I was 
guided by his pleasure. 

I therefore owe nothing to His Excellency's respect for me, but I owe 
much to that part of the Board's instructions which directed me to do nothing 
material without requiring His Excellency’s desire in writing; for if I had not 
got that “necessary precaution,” as it was emphatically called, by those who 
know Ilis Excellency better than I did, it is probable I should have trusted too 
much to his word, and not have had these written authorities to produce in 
support of my conduct. 

There cannot be a more striking instance of his meanness than the present, 
in order as he apprehends the better to gloss over the immemorable liberties 
he has taken with truth, he has laid aside all the dignity of a man, and con- 
descended to subject himself to the opinion of being thought a dupe. 

On the same system he might say that the letter which he addressed to 
Mr. Hastings promising the forty lacks to the Com- 

any was mere matter of courtesy ; indeed we have 
detected him in endeavoring to falsify that letter. 

I foretold as early as April 1774, about the time we entered the Rohilla 
country, how His Excellency would act regarding 
that money. 

With respect to the refusal of two Battalions to accompany him to his 
Subah, he asked for none; he desired the Brigade, or at least two Battalions, 
might be left at Sukertal, which I refused, but not 
without assigning reasonsthat appeared sufficient 
to His Excellency. 

* An English gentleman plundered a Chief in ng army of a palanquin and 
pair of looking glasses, &e.” 
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The easy temper of this Chief in suffering himself to he robbed. with impu- 
nity is not perfectly consistent with the character of heroism and independent 
spirit which Iis Excellency would elsewhere attribute to his Sirdars. 

s The Vizier would bring our troops even under a level with his own Banditti ; 
and truly His Excellency has exemplified the depredations of the English by an 
instance worthy of himself. It is painful to follow him through his jumble 
of untruth and inconsistencies ; but as this accusation 1s. derogatory to the 
character of English officers, it becomes necessary to enquire into the story of 
the Chief of the Mirrors. 


The palanquin alluded to was said to have been lost on the 28rd April on 


N the field of battle. 

E Whilst His Excellency was exalting over the pale head of Hufez, whilst 
ER we should suppose that joy at his success had entirely occupied his mind, we 
c find it susceptible of meanness ; for the very next day after the action he com- 

D plained of the loss his Sirdar had met with, and alleged that the articles taken 


from him were in the possession of some person belonging to the 10 th Battalion 
of Sepoys. l 

In consequence of this representation I directed one of my Aide-de-Camp 
to write a note to Captain Bevan desiring the palan- 


A quin might be delivered up if it could be found. 


Carrary Bevan addressed himself in answer to Caprain ALLEN MacrnznsoN, Aide-de- 
Camp. 


Srg,—* My Commandant yesterday took the shell of a palanquin cut in 
two in three places, from which circumstance I should imagine it is not the 
one meant; however I have ordered him to deliver it to the bearer agreeable to 
the Commander-in-Chief’s orders, which you will please to acquaint him of.” 


«The Nabob’s people kept the said shell : notwithstanding which His Excel- 
lency sent me another message concerning the palanquin, and my Aide-de-Camp 
wrote a second time to Captain Bevan. 

«Phe Nabob has again spoke to the Colonel upon the subject of the palan- 
quin, I before wrote you about, and persists that 
it is in the possession of some one of your 
Battalion.” 

The Commander-in-Chief therefore directs that you will be pleased to 
order it to be delivered up to the bearer, who is to have permission to go into 
the lines of your Battalion to show you where it is.” 


No, 61. 


CarraiN Bevan replied :— 


Sr, —“ You will please to acquaint the Commander-in-Chief that I have 
No. 61. given the Nabob’s man permission to go through 

my lines ; and if there is any palanquin there, that he 

T will order it to be delivered to him ; but at the same 

as not the one required, 


er circumstance that may well serve to illustrate the degree 
ch even the Nabob’s menial servants had arrived. 
a violences n i 
My frienc; E 
i indeed 
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Though such a liberty with the discipline of the troops is one of those 
extravagancies which carries its own discredit along with it, yet it is such a refle ; 
. S 2 D , ssuch à renec- 
tionon the English army and on me as Commander-in-Chief, that I must request 
' of you, gentlemen, to call upon Colonel Gailliez, Major Mackenzie, and other 
field officers of the 2nd Brigade, to give you a report upon lionor of the beha- 
viour of the troops during the Rohilla war. 

It may not in the meantime be improper to observe that on our way from 
Shawbad to Pulibeet, it was usual to send safeguards to the villages contiguous 
to head-quarters, to preserve them from destruction ; but the moment the Sepoys 
were withdrawn to proceed on their march, the villages were set on flames by 
way of Bonfire for His Excellency. i i i 

, Afterwards, when we were cantoned at Bissonly, many jemadars who 
resided at the distance of ten, twenty and thirty miles, very frequently sent to 
entreat for even one Sepoy to protect them; and though they could not always 
be supplied, it is sufficient to show the opinion which the natives entertained of 
our troops. 

Besides my Aide-de-Camps, who had the charge of detaching these Sepoys, 
several other officers in town are perfectly acquainted with these circumstances, 


= 


The apprehensions with which His Excellency says his mind was agitated 
and the dreadful suppositions he has made in order to give an ideal proof of his 
fidelity to the English by an imaginary slaughter of thousands of his own troops 
is too chimerical to deserve any notice. 

But we cannot forget that his people, after his own example, by an un- 
pardonable arrogance of deportment, often put the temper and patience of the 
English to trial. A daring instance of which happened to Lieutenant Chas. 
Forbes, who in the presence of another gentleman and several of our Sepoys 
was told by an officer of the Nabob’s that he would be the means of His Excel- 
leney's not only having his (Mr. Forbes’) coat strip from his back, but his ears 
cut off. 

Such insolence was well caiculated to ferment the minds of our troops, and 
an officer of less discretion than Mr. Forbes would have cut down the miscreant, 
yet the Vizier never gave the least satisfaction for the indignity, and it is well 
known that my servants have been beat and my baggage thrown on the ground 
by the Nabob’s people. 

His Excellency is very unseasonable in his railling regarding the unfor- 
tunate family of Hafez: and there is a palpable impertinence towards me in his 
manner of expression, although he could not com- 
mand the winds he had in his power to have treated 
the captives with tenderness ; he could have ordered it so that these illustrious 
prisoners should not have been distressed for food or rayment; yet the truth 
is that they were covered with yermin, were reduced to the severe necessity 
of making supplications for private charities, and actually received alms from 
several gentlemen. 

But the Minutes which my Aide-de-Camp took down from reports of trusty 
Harearrahs stationed for the purpose of bringing faithful intelligence regarding 

No, 62-A. the prisoners, will speak more plainly their miser- 

No. 62-B. able situation, and at the same time prove how 

moderate T was when under examination on these 

# See also paper marked D. subjects, and how reluctant I have hitherto been to 
Seenloa, » E enlarge on the excess of the Nabob.* 


Tlis behaviour to the families of Mabulla Cawn, and his brother Fitte Ulah 
Cawn, who possessed a country of about 20 lacks of rupees per annum, was yet 
more criminal. è 

Before the commencement of the war he corresponded with them ; and 
upon his assurances of protection and friendship they remained at peace 1n 
Bissonly, the capital of their district ; he wrote to them on the 23rd of March in 
these words :— : 

“I have received your address, the particulars M which are clearly under- 
stood. Ye are very dej (to me, and have been long 
impressed on my heard I therefore write that ye 


No. 62-A. 
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may remain in your own possessions in Bissonly in perfect security, and raise no 
commotions; to what I write hereafter you will act conformably, and you 
will soothe and satisfy all Rohillas who are disposed to obey me. By the favor 
of God no one shall receive injury ; the families of Rohillas I regard as my 


own ;* let all remain in their habitations.” 


his regard for humanity that he refused to give any 


* Such was the Vizier'a regard for the Rohillas, and such ! 
[ or barrying their dead, 


assistance either in transporting their wounded to our hospitals 
On the 4th of April His Excellency addressed them as follows :— 


« Previous to this Murgolawn Mahomed Cawn will have arrived with you 

and made you acquainted with whatever was neces- 

ds sary. By the blessing of God there is not the 

: smallest difference between us, nay there is the firmest friendship, and all will 
be well; regarding the devastation of your country, I have avoided marching 
through it, remain perfectly at ease where you are; whatever is befitting will 

be performed on my part, and all will be well. It is necessary you regard me 


E. as a friend in this affair: whatever Murgolawn Mahomed Cawn has engaged for, 
= T will not depart from.” 

E Subsequent to the above letter His Excelleney sent a letter to the said 
É- Chiefs and to their mother, the Begum, in these terms :— 

a “Your address is received; what you write that Murgolawn Cawn is 


arrived and has related all particulars; and that 
ye will act agreeably thereto relying firmly on my 
friendship, itis clearly understood, it is manifest that I have long had true regard 
for your families, and now that you renew our former union all will most 
certainly be well. Nothing shall be wanting on my part for your benefit, for 
I wish for your good and prosperity. I am now marching by your boundaries 
by way of Cundsoroon, &e. It behoves that you remain at home in perfect 
security and firm to your agreements.” 


Upon the faith of these letters the deduled Chiefs remained in their habi- 
tations in full confidence of being treated as friends by the Nabob and being 
left undisturbed in their possessions. 


The moment he arrived at Bissonly, however, they were put into rigorous 
confinement, denied access to their families, robbed of their property, and 
themselves and their women treated not only with dishonor and indignity but 
even with cruelty. 


No. 65. 


The unhappy Chiefs preferred frequent complaints to me in the most 
moving terms, and sent the Nabob’s original letters to prove how much he had 
deceived them. 


“ He has deprived us of our country of our riches and even of our honor, and 

No. 62. not satisfied with that he is going to send us 

s Sat May: prisoners to Fizabad. We desire no country, no 

riches, no houses, but at Bissonly are the tombs of our noble ancestors; near 

them under some shade we beg permission to spend the remainder of our days 
as faqueers.” 


“ Relying on the Vizier’s promises we remained in this country, otherwise 
3 2m 66. we should have fled as the other Chiefs did and 
zw ur . have preserved our characters and honors ; these he 
taken away with our effects, and how he has dishónored us is known to all.” 


ie this deceitful conduct, this inhuman treatment that filled the 
fall the fugitive Chiefs with such a distrust and detestation of the 


xy 


ny re resentations of the distresses of the family of Hafez 
ecel and I am sorry to say gave me but little encourage- 
of the unhappy, yet I regret exceedingly that I have 
s of endeavoring toalleviate the misfortunes of 
these letters were addressed, and who as well 
elieve are even now stinted of 
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the necessaries of life; and when I was on the way down T receiv 
ing accounts of the death of twenty-five of these 
arrival at Allahabad for want of sustenance. 


j ed the affect- 
se ill-fated prisoners since their 


«Whoever has lost a father and brother in war, has falle 
of athrone, and, become a prisoner, will undoubtedly suffer much misery.” The 
analogy between the stile of this paragraph and a letter which I received some 
time ago from another quarter on the same subject is worthy of observat ion. - 


We grant that the fall of a father, and of a brother, and the loss of a 
throne, were sufficient causes for impressing the souls of the family of Hafez 
with sorrow, but what shall we think ef that unfeeling man who added cruelty 
to the burthen of their affections ? What shall we say of him who in violation 
of all faith, in breach of every sacred tie under the artful mask of dissembled 
friendship, not only robbed the family of Doondy Cawn of their throne, but 
even dispoiled them of their honor, and not contented with depriving them 
of their liberty, has embittered the draught of their misfortunes by unexampled 
severity in their bondage. 


You find these unhappy people in the utmost dread, lest the Nabob should 
hear of their complaint; let me, therefore, hope and entreat, gentlemen, that 
whatever it may be your pleasure to do in their favor may be so ordered and 
concerted as that they may not be exposed to the implacable resentment of 
Sujah. : 

Towards the conclusion of the Nabob's letter we find mention made of 
Colonel MacLean. I have been hitherto much at a loss to account for that 
gentleman’s expedition to the army, and more so to divine the causes of his 
speedy return. 

He quitted his budgerow at Buxar, and in fifteen days, including those he 
halted, arrived a& our encampment in the extremity of the Rohilla country, 
having travelled about six hundred miles in nine days. He had hardly got to 
Camp when he talked of leaving it. If he had not been so much on wing, T 
should have supposed that he came up in the way of his duty; but deferring 
the controlling of accounts till some future opportunity he set off again in à 
very few days. In thirty-two hours he reached Bissonly, distant above 14 
miles from our camp ; but having overtaken the Nabob and Mr. Middleton 
there, he found it convenient to abate of his haste, made easy journies, and 
accompanied His Excellency to Lucknow. 


n from the dienity 


It is not obvious what business Colonel MacLean, either in the character 
of Commissary-General of Stores or Controller-General of Accounts, could 
have with the Vizier; yet if His Excellency had said that he had been consult- 


ing Mr. Macleane on establishment of that nature or on. subjeets connected 
with his office, I should have been willing to have thought so. 


But when he declares that he has been conversing with Colonel MacLean, 
who was an entire stranger to him, on matter totally foreign to that gentle- 


. man's department, when I consider that I received no intimation from the 


President regarding Colonel MacLean’s expedition, that he did not trouble 
himself with the duties of his office, which was the only pretence he had for 
his journey, when I eonsider that the Governor had been solicitous to prevent 
the gentlemen of the army from having access to the Vizier, and that notwith- 
standing a positive prohibition against any officer’s visiting the Nabob without 
my permission, Colonel MacLean had a particular and private introduction to 
him. In short, when his hurry to join the army, his abrupt departure, his rapid 
journey to Bissonly, his sudden and extraordinary intimacy with the Vizier, 
his private conferences with His Exzellency as a bosom friend, his courteous 
jaunt to Lucknow, his posting from thence in ten days, and arriving at Calcutta 
nearly about the same time with the Vizier’s letter, I say, when these and other 
circumstances are considered collectively, T cannot help thinking it impossible 
that all could be accident. Itis not easy to develope transactions of this nature, 
but His Excellency was ill-advised when he wrofe—* I have related all 
more particularly to Colonel MacLean, who will infim you of them”; this 
unguarded sentence reflects a great deal of light, angg he veil is no longer more 
than a cobweb. 


243 
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T am concerned that Tis Excellency took the liberty of treating Colonel 
MacLean so ungracefully as to make him the vehicle of such malevolence and 
calumny, and 1 am exceedingly surprized that the gentleman could condescend 
to become an agent im such a business. At all events it would have been ‘no 
more than candid in Colonel MacLean when he did me the favor of desiring 
to audit my bills, before the resignation of his office, to have informed me of 


these manauvrings. 
«Mr. Middleton will also write you on these subjects. I consult him on all 


affairs." 

Were His Excellency has removed the curtain entirely ; and although he 
has not perhaps brought forth all the characters who were busied behind it, 
vet such hints have escaped him, as leave us very little at a loss for the com- 
plete dramatis persone. 

' «Tam very mnch pleased with Mr. Middleton's good conduct ; he is a very 
sensible intelligent man, and a very sincere well-wisher of mine.” 

Tf T did not think favorably of Mr. Middleton, I should be induced from 
Tis Excelleney's mode of expression to believe that the one had agreed to 
sound the elogium of the other. : 

« T have been spoken to on this subject by the Colonel, who says that Mr. 
Middleton was appointed to collect the money due to the Company ; and that 
he has no business to interfere in any other matter." 

This paragraph bears so little connection with the preceding parts of the 
letter that it seems rather introduced as a complaint of Mr. Middleton’s than of 
His Excellency. 

It is true I thought Mr. Middleton rather officious, and I repeatedly 
declared that he had no business with Military affairs ; but as I afterwards had 
it, under a respectable signature, that the young gentleman did not concern 
himself in such matters, I was willing till now to have persuaded myself 
that I had been mistaken. 

I would gladly suppose Mr. Middleton did not intend any disrespect to me 
by his interferences with the province of the Commander-in-Chief, and although 

lam ignorant of what he has written on the subject which His Excellency 
mentions, I trust that it is perfectly consistent with his sentiments of the 
Vizier, of whom I must do Mr. Middleton the justice to say he entertains a 
very proper opinion. 

* I haye had so many proofs of His Excellency’s deviating from truth, as 
well as violating his promise, that I know not how 
to believe his assurances.” 


With these sentiments of Mr. Middleton’s I should close this address, 
gentlemen, but that I find it necessary to trouble you yet a little further. 


No, 67. 


Since my arrival in town I have been told that it was unfortunate the 
Rohilla war was not concluded “a month earlier.” Whether this was intended 
as a supplement to the Vizier’s letter I know not, but I consider the con- 
nection very strong. 


_When I left Caleutta to go on the late expedition the members of adminis- 
tration declared they would think it fortunate if the war could be finished “ in 
tico yeurs." Observe what happened ; seven-cighths of the Rohilla country was 


' conquered and in the undisturbed possession of the Vizier, and the Company’s 


engagements to His Excellency fully performed, in less than three weeks from 
the commencement of the war. 


He was in the collection of three-eighths of the country more than it was 
necessary to put into his hands, in order to have entitled us to the 40 lacks. 


bs mis pua Pun. in pricy upon the authority of the late administra- 
selves, I deny the Company -were under any obligation of being 9 
party, was finished in tw; cous g: Mr ; 


i Tn fine the articles ú peace were signed in little more than five months 
rom he d UR of war, including a recess of three months, which we 


je 


n 
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had at Bissonly; yet the very same gentlemen who had allotted two years for 
this business, and these gentlemen only, are now dissatisfied that it was not 
concluded ** a month earlier. 


And why, because in that ense these transactions might possibly have been 
less attended to, but wherefore slur over measures in this manner, or how could 
it be expected they should escape unnoticed : the public have for some time been 
very observant of, and very minute in their enquires regarding, the transactions 
in this country. i 


Whenever the administration of a commercial body takes upon them- 
selves a military character they become responsible for their conduct not only 
to their immediate constituents but to the State. 


The guardians of the glory of Britian are ever on the watch lest any stain 
should be brought on the honor of the Empire. 


The principles upon which the Rohilla war was undertaken, the mode on 
which the Vizier chose to conduct it, could not pass unobserved. 


* We may well say of the British that they are the modern Romans: their 
Senate could never overlook the prostitution of the national honor in subjecting 
a British General to the command of an Infidel Prince. 


Tf these measures were improper, the conclusion of the war sooner or 
later could not justify them. 


I have in the preceding part of this address clearly shewn that there was 
no unnecessary delay on my part; and I must here beg leave to transcribe a 
letter which I wrote to the Governor under date the 11th October— 


* Tad there appeared any urgent necessity of pressing upon the Rohillas 
immediately after our arrival at Petergurr, it is probable that notwith- 
standing the scruples which I entertained with regard to the extent of my 
authority, I should not have been able to have overcome my inclinations of 
attacking. But as the Marattas supposing a ceriainty of their intentions 
to disturb the Vizier, could not reach the Doab earlier than December, as the 
Rohillas were shut up and could only receive scanty supplies from the country 
between the hills as a delay in the attack of course subjected them to greater 
distress, and tended to weaken and render them less capable of taking advan- 
tage of the strength of their situation, as it would have been highly imprudent 
to enter the jungle which surround them till after the heavy fall of rain usual 
at the equinox, as the attack, supposing it most successful, could have only 
made the enemy retire further into the countries between the hills, as this 
would have entirely defeated the Vizier’s intentions of crushing or making 
the Rohillas his friends before any other power could make head against him, 
as the natural strength of the enemy's post would put the credit of the Com- 
pany's arms to the test, as the small share of reputation which I have had the 
good fortune of acquiring in the course of long service was at stake, as I 
could not have assured myself of approbation in case I had risked the attack 
and had failed, as the Vizier very eatnestly and from the most, prudential 
motives wished to re-establish friendship with Fuzulla Khan, and as I was for 
some time ill of a severe indisposition ; in short, Sir, as there did not appear a 
single reason in favor of an earlier advance than was made, and as on the 
contrary every consideration that could weigh with me, either as a General or 
in a political view, argued very strongly against any attack at all, Lam perfectly 
satisfied with the issue which matters have had ; and it is my firm hope and 
wish that the honorable and speedy conclusion to which the Rohilla war has 
been brought may give you sincere pleasure and add to that reputation which 


you have so justly acquired in your administration.” 


repeat it, gentlemen, that no occurrence brought more credit to that 

c than the hon'ble period put to the Rghilla war, whieh has in 
some measure done away the reproaeh that so was w only brought upon the 

English name, I am confident that even a few gq the reasons urged in the 

above letter would carry to any unprejudiced ming. conviction of the pro- 
priety of my conduct, but many others might be aq 
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ad informed me in his discription of the road to Talldang 
round for encampment within less than 16 miles, and that 
vater nearer the enemy’s post than 12 miles. 


The Engineer h 
that there was no sre 
there was not à drop of y 

Jn a subsequent letter he observed, “ the people we have been among are 

strong and robust, they scem not to be affected by 
AS. their present situation, are of a haughty and inde. 


pendent temper, and consider their Sardars more as kinsmen than Commanders,” 


The gentlemen of the late administr 
ticians, they must have known better | j 
pany's investment, but it can be no compliment to myself to say that I was 
the best judge how to conduct military operations. 

Very leng experience had taught me to know that a close attack with 
sepoys ought if possible to be avoided, because it has hitherto been impyracti- 
cable to make them keep their order, and preserve their fire. 

T have very offen been an eye-witness of their misconduct in that particu- 
lar, and had a recent and remarkable proof of it on the 23rd of April, when ane 
of the Battalions sent from the second line to drive off a body of the enemy 
who galled our right flank, fell into immediate disorder, and fired in the air 
twenty deep, although they had an European officer to every division, and were 
in an open plain, what then was to be expected in the jungles. 


ation may have been more able poli. 


One should imagine too that a scarcity of ammunition might be admitted 

as a eood reason why an oficer should be eautious of engaging an enemy. 
I carried a much larger quantity to the field than the regulations 
NE allowed carriage for, and yet we had no more than 
Hie 45 rounds per man when we left Bissonly in the 
height of the rains. I had made indents to the several magazines for supplies to 
arrive with the army in due time for opening the campaign at the usual season ; 
and on the 24th July in consequence of the resolution of taking the field in the 
rains, I directed Lieutenant-Colonel Muir to for- 
ward 100,000 rounds of musket ammunition from 
Chunar to Ramgaut; and although that attentive officer took every possible 
measure to expedite its arrival, yet the ammunition did not reach the place of 
destination till the campaign was over, owing to the rapidity and force of the 


No. 70. 


current. 
I had applied to the Vizier very frequently, as Mr. Middleton* well knows 
No. 71. for the loan of as much lead as would make a 
% See also a paper marked M. 100,000 musket balls; yet I never could get one 


ounce from His Excellency, so that we really had not ammunition enough for 
the attack, much less a provision for the event of a retreat. 


The troops had been neglected by the Vizier, and were greatly discontented ; 
the consequence of disorder amongst them threatened destruction to us all. The 
Vizier's uniform plan was to have starved the enemy into terms ; my inclinations 
to mercy were proportioned to that degree of odium which our concern in the 
Rohilla prosecution had brought upon ‘us. The idea I had formed upon the 
faith of good intelligence of the strength of the enemy’s post made me believe our 
success would be very precarious; and the opinions of the Engineers, which I 
afterwards took, will\satisfy you, gentlemen, that it was fortunate we were not 
obliged to risk the reputation of our arms and all the advantages we ha 
gained so unnecessarily. s * 

Lieutenant Bruce, whose opinion of the spirit and disposition of the 

ae \ Hobilias you have seen, talking of their post, ums 
UM < From this the road leads directly under the hills 
Bu. POSER? Over the Suvassa, where from the heights a handfull of resolute 
men H capable of opposing a considerable army.” To the athward of 
RE ied the spot where, the families of the Rohillas resided ; but before We 
z E p that it el have been absolutely necessary to have gained the 
mit of the surrounj ptg hills: the slaughter that would have been 
consequence of auch an p? pi if we consider that the Rohillas were fight" 
r their families must ui; "ubtedly have been dreadful. 
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Captain Penman expresses himself thus— In order to gain this post it is 
necessary to ford the river several times, and as the 
: banks are very high and steep, and covered with 
trees and jungles, the passages might be disputed with great advantages to the 
Rohillas. The natural strength of this post is greater than can well be 
described, and I am confident that a handful of resolute men might baffle the 
attempts of the most daring assailiants, nor could anything in my humble 
opinion be more dangerous than to lead a body of native troops to such an 
attack, as I have always understood, that it is almost impossible to prevent 
Sepoys from throwing away their fire, by which means they would of course 
fall a sacrifice." 


No. 73. 


For a further illustration of this subject, I produce copies of the plans 
taken by these two Engineers and of their opinions at large. , 


Even the fullest instructions from the Select Committee, which by the way 
let me observe, I did not receive till after the peace, did not authorize me to 
proceed into the hill country at all, and yet the enemy were actually entrenched 
between the hills. 


The desire of satisfying the Vizier however, and my wishes of obliging 
| those whom I knew supported His Excellency, had prevailed on me to go much 
greater lengths than perhaps I ought to have done. 


I had acquainted the Committee on the 17th of August of the Vizier’s 
being in possession of Petergurr, &c. “The main body of the Rohillas, said 
| still to consist of about forty thousand, are penned up at Lalldang within 
| sixteen coss of us, &¢.” 


| In answer the Committee were pleased to express themselves thus— ` 


“he service being completed wherein the Brigade was engaged under 
your command, a repetition of our thanks is due to you, and to the troops 
who effected it, &c." 


This, gentlemen, although they were advised of the enemy's being within 
: so short a distance of us, they again pronounced the service completed. 
) = I beg your attention to the situation in which the receipt of this letter 
l placed me. 
3 When it came to hand I was within six coss of the enemy; and let the 
7 event have been what it would, I must have pushed forward if the Rohillas 
> ! had persisted in declining the V izier's offers. 
: | What would have been the consequence if the army had been repulsed or 

| greatly thinned, which must have been the case even on the most favorable 
; i supposition. Would not the above paragraph been laid hold of to throw the 
e 8 whole upon my shoulders. 
S | CIC * 
e | The Company would have had great reason to say, * our administration 
e 1 made a strange bargain with the Vizier, and our Commander-in-Chief has been 
r | obstinate in senvility.” ** Our President stipulated that we should receive forty 
I p lacks if an agreement took place between Soujah and the Rohillas; we were to 
jb | receive forty lacks if half the Rohilla country was conquered and we are to 
d receive no more for subduing the whole." 

« Qur administration declared the forty lacks to be due in May ; payment 
je was demanded early in June, and yet à second expedition was undertaken, and 
3 approved of without any regard to our interest, or making any new stipulation 
to for our advantage.” 3 3 
ie with reducing the whole counirg, our Commander-in-Chief 
t content with reducing the whole country, 1 
he on himself, xc he administration hy; à second time declared ihe 
ve e completed, to embark in ‘a dangeroy, jundertaking ; and without 
he ^ to us, has precipitated fr army to destruction and : 
of advantage to us, has precip AM. 

he in Indostan; sugegvould very natural be the — 
1g, af 1 zx EI 
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Innguage of the gentlemen in the direction; had their army uae repelled, or 
had they even been victorious at the expenee of a great, number of. lives 
unnecessarily thrown away ; and I must confess that I think their highest indig- 
nation would be most justly excited. 


Supposing, however, our success out of question, and that the Rohillas 
had all been eut off, what benefit would have derived, what profit to the Com- 
pany. 

The administration had declared the forty lacks due in May, and they 
were not to reap any further advantage, but admitting for a moment that the 
gentlemen in Leaden-Hall Street were of so forgiving a disposition as to over- 
Jook the neglect of the Company's interest, would they not be incensed at the 
wanton sacrifice of above one hundred thousand lives. 


The language of the British Senate on such an occasion would be very 
serious. ** We condescended to admit of your keeping a military force for the 
preservation of your factories and the protection of your trade ; you have abused 


re 


our indulgences, have entered into an unprovoked war, have hired out His 


an undelible stain on your country by the massacre of an innocent people.” 


The Company would throw the blame upon their administration, and 
these gentlemen would endeavour to transfer it to the Commander-in-Chief. 


I thank God that it is out of their power. Ihave often successfully fought 
the battles of the Company, and have acquired them riches and to myself 
renown, I have been the asserter of their neglected rights. I have been merci- 
fully disposed towards a persecuted people, and I have endeavoured to alleviate 
the affliction of the miserable and unhappy. I have stood forth for the honor 
of humanity, and for the glory of my King and of my country. 


If these are crimes, gentlemen, permit me to stand condemned, and worse 
than death let the sentence be dishonor. But if these are not crimes, let those 
beware who have wantonly accused me of their being so. 


I should now, gentlemen, offer an apology for the prolexity of this address, 
but that would be to spin it out longer. I have an apology to make. but it is 
of a very different nature; it is for that implicit submission bordering I am 
afraid on extreme humility which I manifested towards the Vizier, and towards 
those who supported him. 


Military men have in this country stood always in a disagreeable prediea- 
ment. Lorded over by every young man who could scrawl a waste-book or post 
a ledger, the soldiers fire was smothered, or if from any officer a spark of 
liberty broke forth, those gentlemen grown up to Councillors pronounced his 
fate,—dismission. 


i . And although such a fate could not prevail on me to act in any manner 

? inconsistent with honor, yet it must be allowed that such consideration would 
weigh much with every man of prudence who had dedicated his life to the 
service, and had been habituated to the obedience of many orders repugnant 
to his own feelings. I will not trespass longer on your patience, gentlemen. To 
conclude therefore. ^ 


It is an easy matter to accuse; but allegations unsupported as the Vizier's 
fall of themselves. Conscious that no man was ever more injuriously aspersed 
$ than I have been, and sensible of the disrepute into which His Excellency has 
: irrecoverably plunged himself, it might perhaps be enough for me to have said 
I defy the slander, and it is not ineumbent upon me to prove a negative. 


accused; and though they cannot be formally condemned, yet I am afraid the 
of mankind are și prone to think ungenerously of their fellows, that 

often lay u S the most unjust imputations; happy he who in 
tion can put b'Yjhand on his breast and say all is quiet, all is 


* ; 
Collecti Haridwar. "ed 
MER IM cel se ee eee 


Majesiy's subjects for your private emolument, and to crown all have brought ' 


It too frequently happens that the most irreproachable are thus maliciously 
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Fortunately for me however, gentlemen, on this occasion, I have heen able 


to stand forth, I have bearded the 'alumniator, and have brought such a load 
of truth upon his back as shall make the burthen irksome 


Fort WILLIAM, ) 
T'he 30th January 1775. f A. CHAMPION. 


EA 


Copy of a letter from the Naton Vizier. 


RE EAR E O RREAN 


n , à A ; : 

The day I arrived at Pulibeet Harrcarrahs brought me word that people 
of the English going into the city caused disturbances there; on this I sent a 
message by Shaich Shuffunlah that it was necessary to forbid this. Colonel 
Champion returned reply that he would place English troops on the gates, T 
rejoined that it was by no means necessary, and therefore to defer and forbid it. 
Colonel Champion, then coming to me, said the English gentlemen say there 
are four crore of rupees in the Fort, of which the troops must have some, and 
for this purpose is all this argument: therefore three Enelish gentlemen and 
three persons on your part going into Pulibeet shall take an account of the 
effects. 

I said that this was a new matter and which had not been agreed upon 
between us, to which the Colonel replied, if you will not comply with this pro- 
posal, there will be disturbance in the English camp. 


On hearing this I discovered that Colonel Champion was forced into this 
measure, and that he could not help it; therefore from friendship to him, I said 
no more on the subject; but that weighing the matier, I would comply with it 
the next day. After this the Colonel wrote me that it was necessary to send the 
persons into the city. Then when I saw he was thus hasty, though in the 
heat of noon, I went to Colonel Champion, and asked him what gentlemen 
would go into Pulibeet. On which, calling Mr. Murray, Colonel Lesslie, and 
Major Hannay, before me, he said these are the three gentlemen who will go 
and take the account. I said between Mr. Hastings and me there is no agree- 
ment to this purport; and from the first there will be no more than four or 
five thousand rupees in Pulibeet ; but supposing there should be treasure, what 
business have the gentlemen with it, for never was anything of this kind 
granted before; “ to this Mr. Murray said to me, previous to this the war was with 
the Marrattas, in which no country, &c., was in question, on which account 
nothing of this kind was urged; but now if people from the English don’t go 
into the Fort, the Sepoy will plunder the whole country.” The Colonel hearing 
this reproved him, saying, “this discourse is not proper." After this I said 
“though this matter is not in my agreement it is of no consequence, give me 
the sum I am to pay to Mr. Hastings for this business, in lieu of which take 
what you say isin Pulibeet, and give me a receipt" To this no reply was 
returned, but they remained fixed in their resolution. After this I observed that 
if English people went now into Pulibeet, in future to whatever city or place 
we went the same debate would ensue. In reply they said that it should not 
be the case at any other place; it was for this place only they debated. On this, 
speaking to Major Hannay, I said, “ this once is immaterial ; to satisfy the gentle- 
men I will be silent; but this f declare if henceforward at any place similar 
demands are made I wil quit the country as it is, and return to my own. 
Major Hannay telling what I said to Colonel Lesslie in English, Colonel 
Lesslie addressing himself to Colonel Champion said in English well, well, that 
is good, good, for though I do not understand English, I have particular reasons 
for saying I am right in this particular. I told the gentlemen that sending people 
could only be productive of acquiring a bad name, but that for their satisfac- 
tion I yielded. Finally these gentlemen went, but returned without success; and A 
the truth is that originally there were not above four xr five thousand rupees 
in Pulibeet; but if there had been, what business way jt to the gentlemen, see- "a 
ing that when this war was first concerted, between gu and me, this ¢ 


stance was never mentioned. Moreover, I am entircgl j mployed about the 


agreed to be paid, nor will I be neglectful. ; 
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Why did the gentlemen talk to me in this way. I was astonished, having 
never experienced from the English gentlemen. before that the Chiel was set 
aside ; and I obliged to converse with other gentlemen. W ith you Sir, and other 
Governors as Lord Clive, &e., T have long had friendship, but never did the 
Chief sit by and every other speak separately. It is now above nine years that 
there has been strict friendship between the English and me, and every day 
increasing; but l never coneeived from our friendship that there would be 
room for the breadth of a hair of dispute, and I have been beyond measure 
employed to prevent it. Till now, too, whatever Is fit and proper has been 
shewn by the English gentlemen ; except now this ext raordinary argument is 
introduced, To you it is known how immense my expenses have been for the 
three past years; and for performance of the agreement between us, I am 
employed night and day; but if henceforward at whatever places there may be 
treasure, this sort of demand is to be made, I shall have difficulty therein. 
Yourself are judge whether or not what I write be true; but never had I this 
kind of argument with the English ; that money in idea, and that was not 
agreed on, should be talked of, and a fresh business, and new discourse be begun, 
and the Chief being displaced, every man urge his own demand forcibly. Do you 
weigh this matter maturely and express your displeasure to the gentlemen, 
that this may not again occur ; and this practice may not happen of setting 
the Chief aside; and every man being his own master, and doing whatever he 
will: in fact this never was the practice with the English Chiefs. You and I are 
now remote from each other; but my business is with you, who are the head 
of all affairs. Whomever you confirm as Chief he is so, and no other. Severe 
reprehension is requisite in this matter, that in future anything of a like nature 
may not happen, and that new matters contrary to agreements may not be 
spoken of. I am perfectly assured of your friendship; and to whatever agree- 
ments are between us, am I firm. It is proper you repair this, so that it will 
not again happen and our friendship will daily increase. 


Regard what you say and do, and speedily send me a reply; for from you 
Tam full of hope. Having related the whole distinctly to Mr. Middleton, he 
will write it. 

'R. E. ROBERTS, 


Persian Interpreter. 


Mr. Francis moves that immediate orders be sent to Mr. Bristow to 
enquire carefully into the present circumstances and situation of the surviving 
parts of the families of Hafez Rhamit and the other Rohilla Chiefs who were 
taken prisoners by the late Vizier; and to interpose his most urgent and 
strenuous good offices with the present Government of Oude to obtain for them 
freedom, united with some certain and honorable provision and maintenance, 
and to report the facts and the consequences of his solicitations, as soon as 
possible. 


Forr WILLIAM, } 


The 14th February 1779. P. PRANUE: 


* 
omain. Gurukul Kangri Collection, Haridwar 
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Fort William, the 24th February 1775. 

AT A COUNCIL, PRESENT: 
Tur HoN'PLE Warren Hasrriwos, Governor-General, President. 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL JOHN CLAVERING. 
Tur lloN'»nE Grorce Monson. 
RICHARD BARWELL, Esq. 
Parure Francis, Esq. 

Read and approved the PS of the 14th instant. 


The Governor-General further lays before the Board the following advices which he haa 

received from Mr, George Bogle, and as they contain the first information of his meeting with 

the Teshoo Lama, he proposes, as they will not be included in the Proceedings sent by this 

despatch, that copies of them should be sent numbers in the Packet of the Bute for the satis- 

faction of the Court of Directors. ; 
Mr. Bogle's Journal. Agreed copies be accordingly transmitted by the Bute. 


Hox'nrE Srr,—I had the honor to advise you of my arrival on the frontier 
of Thibet in a short address of the 26th October. Ileft Paridrong next day 
accompanied by some Teshoo Lama’s servants and arrived here on the 12th 
ultimo. 

The Lama received your letter and presents very graciously, and I have 
every reason to be satisfied with his reception. 


Having represented to him your desire of opening a free intercourse of 
trade between the inhabitants of Bengal and this country, he has given me 
assurance of his ready endeavours to bring it about; but as he intends in a few 
days to return to Teshoo Loombo, his capital, where he will have an oppor- 
tunity of consulting with the merchants, he delays coming to any determination 
at present. In the meantime he has written to Lahassa on the subject, from 
which he expects the arrival of some officers to congratulate him on his return. 


Teshoo Lama’s character and abilities, his having discovered and placed the 
present Delay Lama in the chair at Potalo, his being favored by the Emperor of 
China, and his having obtained from him the appointment of Gesub Ram- 
backay, the present Chief, give him great influence. The seat of Government, 
however, is at Lahassa. The Emperor of China is paramount sovereign and is 
represented by two Chinese officers, who are changed every three years. These 
men are to report to their Court the state of the country, but I am told seldom 
interfere in the management of it, which during Delay Lama’s minority is 
intrusted to Gesub and four Ministers. TTeshoo Lama has a number of villages 
and monasteries belonging to him, which are scattered over Thibet, and inter- 
mixed with those of the Delay Lama. To attempt to explain the nature of a 
Government where so many different interests are blended together would 
oblige me to enter into details, which, as my imperfect knowledge. of the 
country might hardly justify, I at present would rather wish to avoid. I 
take the liberty of enclosing a memorandum of the trade of Thibet and have the 


honor to be, &c. 


DESHEREPGAY, ; 
Near Chamnamning, GEORGE BOGLE. 


The 5th December 1774. 


Memorandum by Mr. Boats on the Trade of Thibet. 
oreien trade of Thibet is ve considerable. Being mountainous, 
P naturally TUA and but thinly peopled, it requires 
Thibet. large supplies from othr countries and its valuable 
roductions furnish it with the means of proc : ng them. It yields eae 
musk, cowtails, wool, and sali; coarse woollen clo je narrow e am: ee 
its only manufactures. 1t produces no iron, nor 44) i, nor spices; the nature ot- 


Of the trade and productions of 


M 
i 
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the soil and of the climate prevents the culture of silk, rice, and tobacco, of all 
which articles there is a great consumption; but the wants of the country wil] 
rom an account of its trade. In this sketch, however, I propose only 


best appear f. tof l \ 
lines, which T will beg leave afterwards to fill up and correct. 


to give the out 
The genius of this Government, like that of most of the ancient kingdoms 
x in Hindostan, is favorable to commerce; no duties 
OR tc e are levied on goods, and trade is protected and free 
from exactions. Many foreign merchants, encouraged by these indulgences, or 
E ; allured by the prospect of gain, have settled in 
Se Thibet. "Phe natives of Cashmire, who like the 
Jews in Europe, or the Armenians in the Turkish Empire, scatter themselves 
over the Eastern Kingdoms of Asia and carry on an extensive traffick between 
the distant parts of it, have formed establishments at Lahassa and all the 
principal towns in this country. Their agents, stationed on the coast of 
Coromandel, in Bengal, Benares, Nephaul and Cashmire, furnish them with the 
commodities of these different countries, which they dispose of in Thibet or 
à forward to their associates at Seling, a town on the 
Hastie borders of China. The Gossienes, the trading pil- 
grims of India, resort hither in great numbers. Their humble deportment and 
holy character, heightened by the merit of distant pilgrimages, their accounts 
of unknown countries and remote regions, and above all their professions of 
high veneration for the Lamas, procure them.not only a ready admittance but 
great favors; though clad in the garb of poverty, there are many of them 
possessed of considerable wealth; their trade is confined chiefly to articles of 
great value and small bulk. It is carried on without noise or ostentation, and 
often by paths unfrequented by other merchants, 
The Calmacks, who with their wives and families 
annually repair in numerous tribes to pay their 
devotions at the Lama’s shrines, bring their camels 
loaded with fur and other Siberian goods. The Booteeas and the other 
inhabitants of the mountains, which form the southern frontier of Thibet, 
are enabled by their situation to supply it as well 
with the commodities of Bengal as the productions 
of their own States. The people of Assam furnish it with the coarse manufac- 
tures of their kingdom. The Chineze, to whose empire this country is subject, 
have established themselves in great numbers at the capital, and by introducing 
the curious manufactures and merchandize of China, are engaged in an extended 
and lucrative commerce ; and thus Lahassa, being 
3 at the same time the seat of Government and the 
place of the Delay Lama's residence, is the resort of strangers and the centre 
of communication between distant parts of the world. 


The most considerable branch of commerce is with China; it is carried 
Teepe on CIS on by the natives of that kingdom, and by the 

3 Cashmiriaus and the Lama’s agents who proceed to 
Seling, and sometimes even to Pekin. The imports are coarse tea, of which 
the consumption is Immense; flowered and brocaded sattins of various kinds, 
pelong, handkerchiefs, silk thread, furs, porcelain cups, glass, snuff boxes, 
knives and other cutlery, talents of silver, and some tobacco. The returns are 
made in gold, pearls, coral, chanks, broadcloth, and a trifling quantity of 
With Siberia, Bengal cloths. ‘The productions of Siberia are 

of Seli TI : imported chiefly by the Calmacks, or by the way 
eung. ey consist of furs, red and black bulgar hides, cowtails, some 
dromedaries, bastard pearls and silver, and are bartered for broadcloth, coral 


Tartars. 


Inhabitants of Bootan. 


Nephaul and Assam, 


Chineze. 


With Cashmire, . and amber beads, spices and gold. The Cashmirians 
naturally engross the trade with their country. 1t 
With Assam, is not considerable. The imports are chiefly sugar, 


dried raisins, and other fruits: , t 
S uits; the exports are goats, 
w E VICE » 1 > 594 
À nes gold. The imports from Assam are spices and timber, mugga-dooties, 
er coarse manufacti -es of silk and linen. The native productions of 
With the Debe Rajah's kingdom, i ? Debe Rajah’s country brought into Thibet are 
j i ? >» wrought-iron, coarse woollen cloth, and some 
pup ee are excha! d for tea and other Chineze commodities, rock 
252 = 


Digitized by Arya Samaj Foundation Chennai and eGangotri 


77 


salt, wool, sheep skins and narrow frizes for their home consumption. The pro- 
With Nephaul. ductions imported from Nephaul are chietly iron and 

a rice; but as these two countries have been the 
principal channels of communication between Bengal and Thibet, it js necessary 
to give a more particular account of them. i 


While Nephaul was divided among the different States of Catmaund, 
disent oominievelalistats ot Nester Pattan, Badgaund, and Goorka, and remained under 
; i the Government of Rajahs independent of each 
other's authority, every encouragement was given to trade, A very moderate 
| duty was levied on goods; the country, populous and well cultivated, easily 
| furnished the means of transporting them, and the merchants, free from spoil or 
exactions, settled in Nephaul and contributed to enrich it at the same time 
that they improved their own fortunes. Some disputes arose among these petty 
Chiefs. They went to war, and Perti Narrain, the 
Rajah of Goorka, was called in to take part in the 
quarrel ; having subdued the enemy he turned his arms against his allies ; and 
partly by treachery, partly by the exertion of superior abilities, has after a war 
of twenty-five years, made himself master of the whole of the country and 
united it under one Government. 


Conquest of it by Goorka, 


But although the wealth of Nephaul furnished Goorka with the means by 
-which he rose, he neglected to cherish the source 
from whence it flowed. Mistrustful of subjects 
disaffected to his Government he entertained a number of troops on regular pay. 
He disciplined them; he furnished them with firearms; he formed an artillery, 
and left nothing undone to render himself formidable; the stated revenue of 
countries where a standing army had hitherto been unknown was unequal to 
these extraordinary expences, and Goorka, among other expedients, had recourse 
to imposing high duties on trade in order to defray them. The merchants, subject 
i to heavy and arbitrary fines upon the most frivolous pretence, or obliged to 
| purchase the protection of a tyrannical Government by presents scarce less 
| oppressive, quitted a country where they could no longer enjoy that freedom 
and security which is the life of commerce. The Gossienes, who had formerly 
very extensive establishments in Nephaul, having incurred Goorka's resentment 
Í by the assistance which they afforded his adversaries, were driven out of the 
| kingdom; and many of the most wealthy inhabitants, being stripped of their 
possessions or exposed to the exactions of a conqueror, likewise deserted it. Two 
| Cashmirian houses only remain, and the Rajah, afraid of their also abandoning 
I him, obliges them to give security for the return of such agents as they have 
occasion to send without the boundaries of his dominions. 


The trade between Bengal and Thibet through the Debe Rajah’s country used 
| dyade with Bengal through the Debo formerly to be engrossed wholly by the Booteeas. 
| LIANG niya Two of the Cashmirian houses however who fled from 
| Nephaul, being unwilling to forego the gainful commerce in which they had 
| hitherto been concerned, settled at Lahassa, and having obtained permission 
| 

E 


Effect of this revolution. 


st teint cet CA A E 


—————— 


from the Debe Rajah to transport their goods through his territories established 
agents in Bengal; but as they are prohibited from trading in broadcloth and 
some other considerable articles, and as their traffick is carried on to no great 
extent, and all other merchants are excluded, it by no means compensates 2i 
] loss which Bengal has sustained by the interruption of its commerce throug 
Nephaul. 
{ The commodities of Bengal used also to be conveyed into Thibet through 
| Morung and a Province adjoining to it, which is sub- 
as hea ject to Lahassa, and governed by a Chief stiled Denro 
Jung. The facquiers when expelled Nephaul generally f reaper ae UE 
being esteemed unhealthy it was not adopted by any creditable mere en i f 
however, having extended his conquests over the first of fee ue å dues 
having lately invaded the other, all intercourse is at / resent interrupted. 
is a road leading from 
| through the Mustang ———— 
Ahe northward of Bulwang 


Besides these different communications, ther, 

: Banaris and  Mirzap 

UC UNT EUN country and the hills r $ 
159 F. D. j. 
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Sine’s territories, which are subject to Rajahs who still preserve their independ. 
ence. The more valuable sorts of Bengal goods are sometimes imported into 
Thibet by this channel. But although the merchants travel in perfect security 
and receive every assistance from these petty Chiefs, the length of the way, the 
difficulty of the road, through a mountainous and in several places uninhabited 
country, and the intermediate profits upon the goods, render it far from 
eligible, Of late years it has become more frequented on aecount of its being 


is 


almost tho only means of communication, 


The principal articles of merchandize between Bengal and Thibet are broads 

cloth, atter, skins, neel (indigo), pearls, coral, amber, 

» podus use trac. and other beads, chank, spices, tobacco, sugar, 

Malda striped sattins, and a few white cloths, chiefly coarse ; the returns are 
made in gold dust, musk, and cowtails. 

A knowledge of the current specie and of the proportional value of money 

Dc $ in a country is of capital importance towards under- 

a Deep e Tuve standing the nature of its trade, but the intricacy 

E. of the subject and the variety of circumstances requisite in forming a just notion 

2. of it oblige me at present to mention it only briefly. There are no mints in 

Thibet. Payments are made in talents of China and Tartary in small bulses of 

gold dust or in the coin of the former Rajahs of Catmaund and Pattan, which is 


ET the established specie of the kingdom. ‘The circulation of their rupees, which 

were of a base standard, proved very beneficial to these Chiefs, and Goorka, as soon 
1 as he had firmly established his authority in Nephaul, endeavoured to introduce 
F his coin into Thibet. For this purpose he sent a deputation to Lahassa with a 
= large sum in rupees struck in his name, and desired the sanction of Govern- 


ment to circulate them through the country. The merchants aware of Goorka’s 
ill-faith refused to accept them, and the Government returned him this artful 
answer,—We are willing to receive your coin, provided that you take back all the 
money of Nephaul which is now in circulation. This condition was neither for 
Goorka's interest, nor in his power to comply with. Nothing since has been 
done in this important affair. The old specie continues to pass ; but the channel 
by which it was introduced having been long stopped up, it has rose greatly above 
its former value, as well in proportion to the talents of silver as to the gold 
dust. 


Copy of a letter to Cotonex CirauProx, dated Fort William, the 16th February 1775. 
_ Siz,—In the vindication of your conduct which you lately delivered to the 


me and the late Administration from which it is 
incumbent on me both to exculpate myself and 
them; but the short time remaining between the delivery of your vindication 
and the departure of the Pacific, and the load of other business which neces- 
sarily engages my time, will render it impossible for me to prepare my reply 
to your vindication before the departure of that ship on which you have taken 
your passage. I therefore think it necessary to inform you of my intention of 
replying fully to your vindication, not only in defence of my own and the 
conduct of the late Administration from your accusations, but also in examination 


[the charges which the late Vizier preferred against you, particularly that 

respecting the long TA of the brigade before Lalldang. As these accusa- 

ere addressed to me by the Vizier in my capacity of the first Member of 

ion, it became the duty of my station to submit them to enquiry, 

ferred was to give them to your perusal, never doubting but 

cation would contain an ample refutation of them; but it does 

at you have refuted them. I now acquaint you that I shall 

ers to the examination and decision of the Board, and make 

: ch parts of your conduct as have been, arraigned by 
this 


The Governor to Colonel Champion. 


e mat 


Board, you have thought proper to advance several heavy accusations against . 
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and me, or defending yourself from the charges which may appear against 
you. The delay which has taken place in this enquiry must be attributed 
to the length of time which has passed before the delivery of your vindication. 


Lam, &c., 
WARREN HASTINGS, 


True copy, 
ROBERT PATTON, 
Military Secretary. 


Ordered that copies of the above letters be sent to the Court of Directors in the Bute’s packet 
agreeable to the desire of the Governor-General. 


The Governor-General delivers in the following Minutes containing his 
observations upon those given into the Board in Council the 25rd ultimo by the 
General, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, on which he then gave notice that 
he would make some remarks. 


The General, Colonel Monson, and Mr. Francis, in their letter of appeal to 
the Court of Directors, have declared that they meant 
not to see Mahomed Raza Cawn, and assigned their 
reasons for it; that his acquittal is not yet confirmed by the approbation of the 
Court of Directors; that they did not know the reasons on which it was founded ; 
and that receiving and returning his visit might imply that they were satisfied 
of his innocence, they thought it therefore safer to decline it until the pleasure 
of the Court of Directors concerning him should be known that to commit 
themselves by demonstration of favor to him which they might afterwards be 
obliged to retract. Notwithstanding this declaration and these reasons, they 
now inform the Board that they have accepted the visit of Mahomed Raza 
Cawn., 

1 leave it to them to reconcile the contradiction in this behaviour, and 
shall make no other comment upon it than that it appears to me a pursuance of 
the plan which they have steadily adhered to from the beginning, to take every 
means and opportunity in their power to weaken and discredit my authority. 
Whether this was their real intention or not I amsure it can admit of no other 
interpretation in the minds of unbiassed persons, since Mahomed Raza Cawn’s 
desire of paying his compliments to them and of visiting them was early and 
repeatedly notified to them by me at.his instance, and their refusal for reasons 
which still remain in force had been conveyed to him through me; but ona 
subsequent application from Mahomed Raza Cawn, through other channels, it 
seems, they have not refused to receive his visit. 


With regard to the communication which they received from him and 
which they mean to lay before the Board as far as relates to the interest of the 
Company, I must protest against their proceeding as a dangerous innovation 
and a particular indignity to me as head of this Government. For thése gentle- 
men in a self-erected Committee, to the exclusion of the other members, to 
receive information relating to the Company’s affairs, to deliberate upon them 
d to deal them out to the Board at their pleasure, is to assume to them- 


The Governor's Minute. 


apart, an 


selves a right which I deem to be unconstitutional, derogatory to the rights of 
the Governor-General and Council, and which in its consequences may prove 


highly injurious to the Company’s affairs. 


- 


WARREN HASTINGS. 
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